
Ronald Reagan Presidential Library 

Digital Library Collections 

 
 

This is a PDF of a folder from our textual collections. 

 
 

Collection: Blackwell, Morton C.: Files 

Folder Title: Staff Memoranda 1983 

(1 of 3) 

Box: 64 

 
 

To see more digitized collections visit: 

https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digitized-textual-material 

 

To see all Ronald Reagan Presidential Library inventories visit: 

https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/white-house-inventories 

 

Contact a reference archivist at: reagan.library@nara.gov  

 

Citation Guidelines: https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-

support/citation-guide 

 

National Archives Catalogue: https://catalog.archives.gov/ 

https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digitized-textual-material
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/white-house-inventories
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-support/citation-guide
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-support/citation-guide
https://catalog.archives.gov/


THE WH IT E HOUSE 

October 27, 1983 

TO: MORTON BLACKWELL 

FRO~: DEBBIE HCTTO. Bureau 

SUBJECT: SPEAKERS REQuES 

PLE.2'-.S:S PR0\7 IDE YOUR RECOY..'•·1EI:W1'.TION AND COivlME.r'S O 1 THE FOLLmflNG 
RE0L'EST CKDLR CONS ID.E?..ATIQr,: 

Event: 

Date : 

Location: 

Backgrouno.: 

Veterans Day Ceremonies in North Adams, MA 

November 11, 1983 

North Adams, MA 

See attached correspondence. If this is too small a 
group to send a rep to, I will decline and send the 
President's Veterans Day Proclamation to them to read 
at their ceremonies. 

RECOMMEND ACCEPT 

RECOMME;:..;-D REGRET 

RECOd..MEt-;D WHITE HOUSE STAFF 

RECO~J1E D CABI .. ET MEMBER 

R!::COI-1.Jv'...END SUB-CABINET MEMBER 

COM .. "-1ENTS : 

Your response is needed by: ASAP. _....:..:;=-::::......: _________________ _ 



October 25, 1983 

Dear Mr. Catrabones 

On behalf of thP. Presid~nt and Mrs. R~agan, I would like 
to thank you for inviting them to attend your Veterans Day 
Ceremonies on Hovember 11, 1983. 

Although the Presid~nt and Mrs. Reagan would like to join you, 
their heavy schedule precludes their doing so. With regard to 
your request for a surrogate, I am forwarding your oessage to 
the Sp~akars Bureau and they will be in touch with you regarding 
the possibility of a representative. 

In th~ meantime, the Prasident and Mrs. Reagan have asked me to 
P-xpress their gratitud~ £or your "thoughtfulness in writing and 
sends their best wishes. 

Mr. Mike Catr~bone 
Chalrman 
Post Office Box 251 
North Adams, HA 01247 

FJR/JL/lm--l0FJRB 
cc: w/incoming to 

Sincerely, 

FREDERICK J. RYAN, JR. 
Director, Presidential 
Appointments and Scheduling 
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, _, #COME MARCH WITH us# 

OCT 7, 1983 

FR I DAY .500PM 

P q E c- t nE N T R n ~,, A I_ D RE A GA N 

THE WH I TEH0Uc-E 

WA c- H I r--1 GT n N D • C • 

DEAR PREflDENT AND MRS REAGANo 

t I: 

------ 'L; 7 l I H­f- J __ , 

POC-T 12.5, AME RICAN LEGION, NORTH ADAMS MASSACHUSETTS ~OU LD BE 

HnNORED TO HAVE YOU A~ OUR GUE2T FOR OUR VETERANS DAY CER6 MON IES 

ON NOVEMBER 11TH, 1983 -

WE PLAN A MARCH FROM THE LEGION HOME ON AMERICAN LEGION DRIVE 

HERE IN f\!0R TH ADAMS AT 1000AM UP THE MAIN STREET TO THE VETERANS 

MEMORIAL ON CHURCH STREET. 

IMMEDIATELY FOWLO WI NG THE PARADE WE WI LL MARCH BACK TO THE 

LEG1n ~ H0~E FOR A LUN CHEON HONORING ALL VETERANS, BOTH LIVING AND 

WHn GAVE THEIR LIVE~ FOR OUR GREAT C0UN TRYo 

WE 0.F THE LEGI ON KNOW YOU ARE A BUSY MAN AND SUCH A SHO RT NOTICE 

yn u Will BE LJNA ~LE TO MA KE OUR I/ ARCH fnR VETERANC- OF THE UNITE D STATES, 

IF IT IC- ~1nT PtJc-c-1E1_E FOR Y()U AMD MR S REAGAN Tn ATTEND DO YOU TH INK 

Ynu CA N ~END A REPRE~ENTATIVE - ·THIS WC'LJ 1_D BE GRcATLY APPRECIATED. 

HnP 1r-.,JG TG HEAR FROM Ynu sOON, I REMA IN 

~_;,__.:e~~ 
~ICAT,A BONE - CHAIR MAN 

PO~T 12.5 AMERICAN LEGION 

NO A DA MS ! MA S S O l 2 4 7 
! 
I 
I 

' 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 7, 1983 
MEMORANDUM 

TO: MORTON BLACKWELL 

I 

FROM: DEBBIE 
~ · (~ 

HUTTONtJ-S~eakers Bureau 
,i 

SUBJECT: SPEAKERS REQUEST 1
1 

\: 

PLEASE PROVIDE YOUR RECOMMI:NDATION AND cm.r.tMENTS ON THE FOLLOWING 
REQUEST UNDER CONSIDERATION: 

Event: 

Date: 

Location: 

Background.: 

Remembrance Ceremony of the POW, MIA and KIA s of the 
Vietnam War 

September 24, 1983 

Zanesville, OH 

See attached correspondence. I plan to regret for 
a representative on Sept. 9th unless I get an 
alternate recommendation from you. 

RECOMMEND ACCEPT 

RECOMJl,IEND REGRET / 

RECOMMEND WHITE HOUSE STAFF 

RECOMMEND CABINET MEMBER 

RECOl~..I:ND SUB-CABINET MEMBER 

COMMENTS: 

Your response is needed by: ASAP. --------------



r ,. 

,, 

.... , 

Septe?ilier 6, 1983 

Dear l-'!r. Dicks: 

On behalf of the President, I would like to thank you fo r 
inviting him to par~icipate in the Remembrance Ceremony 
of the POW, MIA and KIAS of the Vietnam War on the 24th 
c-f Sc:pternber. 

Although he would like to join you, the President's haavy 
schedule precludes his doing so. Wit~ regard to ycur 
request for a surrogate, I am forwarding your message tc 
the Speak2rs Bureau and they will be in touch with you 
regarding the ?Ossibility of a representative. 

In the rn-=antime, the President has asked ;ne ~o express 
his <;ratitude · fer your thoughtfulness in writing a.i"l.d 
~e~ds his best wishes. 

...... .. ___ _ 

Mr. Robert J. Dicks ­
Chao-::er 42 

Si:1cerely 1 

~REDERIC:i:~ J. RYAN, JR. 
~irec~or, Presidential 
Appointments and Sche duli r g 

Vi_ t!"! d l!l Ve. te r~ns of A-'"'.":erica 
J3~ ShiP~ick St=eec 
'Z a.!1Qsville, OH 

cc : w/inc c;::py 

:\-;rt: .s:-1: j ~ f 
._ ... n ,, A" 
l V ! \.- ..:,. --., ... --. 



J 

I-'-_,, 

Reasan, 

I am writing you this letter to inform you that we the Viet Nam --­Veterans of Ame·rica Chapter 42 here in Zanesville Ohio are having 
·-·- - --

a rememberebce Ceremony for the POW MIA and KIAS of the Viet lhuii-War 

on th~~~~-~~~ t t hE__c::r:O .;nwoOd _ Ce n,:te ry_:_- _ 
We will have a Wreath Ceremony and we are planning a Rifle 

salute with hopefully Congressman Clarence Miller, the Mayor Cam 

Aggan and a few other poli~ical people we are hoping to attend. 

This Ceremony hopefully will show the people of this area that 

We still remember these men. Sir, we have 2 MIAs from the Lanesville 

area that are presumed Missing in Action and we don't forget them. 

There are 129 :GJen missing from ohio and I think that we can show 

a great tribute to these men. I realise that you have a very busy 

scheguel and I know that you probably will not be able to attend 

but we wish to inv1,t,e you. It would be an Honor to have you here. 

We would like for you to be the one that raises the Flag to half 

mast and do the honors of leading us in the Salute and have you Pray 

a small ~rayre for these men . Hopefully you can attend and if you are 
- ---·----· 

not able to attend maybe you could have one of your represen~atiYes 

here. This is very I mportant to us and I hope ~o see you or at least 

recieve a reply from you~ Thank you very much. 

B:z;»7S4 
Robert J.Dicks 
Office Coordinator 
Viet ~am Veterans of Amer 
Chapter# 42 
334 Shinnick St. 
Zanesville, Ohio 

1 (614) 455-3683 
43701 

SCW£bG.. .. ,0£ J 



SEP 
DATE: - -----

WHITTLESEY 

VIPOND 

ROUSSELOT 

BLACKWELL 

BRADLEY 

BUCKALEW 

GALE 

JACOBI 

JEPSEN 

KOJELIS 

M ELOY 

REMARKS: 

USE STAFFING MEMOR:AND 
OFFICE OF PUBLIC LIAISON 

ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: 

ACTION FYI 

□ □ MORRISON 

D □ RIGGS 

✓~ 
TILLER 

VILA 

□ □ VILLALPANDO 

□ □ BENSCHOTER 

□ D GRAF 

□ □ SHORTLY 

□ □ SUNDSETH 

□ □ MORECI 

□ □ 

ACTION FYI 

□ □ 
□ □ 
□ □ 
□ □ 
□ □ 
D □ 
-□ □ 
D □ 
D □ 
D □ 
D □ 

Faith Ryan Whittlesey 
Assistant to the President 

E t. 2270 



146832 
Docu · .. t No. --- --------.1 

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

DATE: August 31, 1983ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENTDUEBY: V COB: September 

SUBJECT: VETERANS DAY, 1983 

VICE PRESIDENT 

MEESE 

BAKER 

DEAVER 

STOCKMAN 

CLARK 

DARMAN 

DUBERSTEIN 

FELDSTEIN 

FIELDING 

FULLER 

GERGEN 

. ACTION 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 
□ 

□ 

□ 
lKl 

□ 
{[] 

~ 

□ 

FYI 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

HARPER 

HERRINGTON 

JENKINS 

MCMANUS 

MURPHY 

ROGERS 

ROLLINS 

VERSTANDIG 

WHITTLESEY 

BRADY/SPEAKES 

ROGERS 

ACTION 

0 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 
~ 

[]/ 
~ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

FYI 

Attached for your consideration, the proposed dra£~ procla 
REMARKS-: 

designating November 11, 1983 as Veterans Day. 

RESPONSE: 

The document was slightly edited in the Special Messages 0 

Many thanks. 

Rj~ 
direction fro 
Dodie Livingston 

(for) Richard G. Darm 
Assistant to the Presid 

Ext. 2941 



GENERAL COUNSEL 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503 

August 29, 1983 

MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

MICHAEL J. HOROWITZ ~ J1 :s'f( 
COUNSEL TO THE DIRECTOR 

VETERANS DAY, 1983 

Enclosed is the annual proposed proclamation for Veterans 
Day, 1983. 

Although there is no statute which specifically calls for a 
Veterans Day proclamation, one has been issued each year 
since 1954. 

The Administrator, Veterans Administration, in his capacity 
as Chairman of the Veterans Day National Committee, requests 
issuance of this proclamation in early September in order to 
permit timely distribution of materials to schools, State 
Chairpersons, etc., who are arranging this year's observance. 

The proposed proclamation, which was submitted at our 
request by the Veterans Administration, has been retyped in 
this office to reflect minor editorial changes and as to 
format. 

The proposed proclamation has the approval of the Director 
of the Office of Management and Budget. 

Enclosure 



VETERANS . DAY, 1983 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

A PROCLAMATION 

None among us deserve more respect than the millions of patriotic 

men and women who have worn our Nation's uniform to preserve Amer­

ica's freedom and world peace. 

OUr Armed Forces veterans have earned a spedal day in which 

you and I may focus on their heroic accomplishments. For their 

unselfish devotion to duty, Cong·ress established Veterans Day as a 

.,..national expression of gratitude. On this historic occasion, our hearts 

and minds should be with our living veterans and their deceased 

comrades who have contributed so much to the defense of our coun­

try's ideals. 

From the freezing cold of Valley Forge when our Nation was in its 

infancy, to the Vietnam conflict where our soldiers fought and died for 

the human rights of others, through war and peace, these valiant 

citizens have answered the call to service with honor and dignity. 

They are indeed worthy of a formal tribute from a grateful nation. 

Special consideration is due to those, veterans who are sick and 

disabled. There is no better tangible expression of our affection than 

by remembering to visit them at home or in our hospitals. 

In order that we pay meaningful tribute to the efforts of these 

valiant men and women of our Armed Forces, Congress has provided (5 

U.S. C. 6103 (a) ) that November 11 shall be set aside each year as a 

national holiday to honor AmE;rica 's veterans. 

NOW THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United 

States of America, do hereby declare Friday, November 11, 1983, as 

Veterans Day. In recognition of their valor, I urge all Americans to 

join with me in a fitting salute to our veterans, and I call upon Feder­

al, State and local government officials to mark Veterans Day by 

displaying the flag of the United States, and I ask those Government 



officials to support fully and personally its observance by appropriate 

cere monies throughout the country. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 

day of , in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 

eighty-three, and of the Independence of the United States of America 

the two hundred and eighth. 



5;,;:--:"=-i;:..~_,. ~- ..:.' ·--,,. .a:. ., 

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 
OFFICE OF PUBLIC LIAISON 

DATE: AUG I ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: £:£,b?" /2 / 

SUBJECT:~- ~ld.V J/ pA.J 

ACTION FYI 

WHITTLESEY □ □ MORRISON 

VIPOND □ □ RIGGS 

ROUSSELOT 

✓ □ 
TILLER 

BLACKWELL □ VILA 

BRADLEY □ □ VILLALPANDO 

BUCKALEW □ □ BENSCHOTER 

GALE □ □ GRAF 

JACOBI □ □ SHORTLY 

JEPSEN ~ □ □ SUNDSETH , 

KOJELIS □ □ MOREG 
t 

MELOY □ □ 

REMARKS: 

ACTION 

□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 

·□ · 

□ 
-□ 

□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 

FYI 

□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□· 

□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 

Ryan Whittlese 
t to the Preside 
Ext. 2270 



--

MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

7/29/83 

TO: WILLIAM HENKEL (Coordinate with Fuller & Whittlesey; 
Fuller to co briefing paper) 

FROM: FREDERICK J. RYAN, JR.1,}{t, 

SUBJ: APPROVED PRESIDENTIAL ACTIVITY 

MEETING: Address Convention of Veterans of Foreign Wars 

DATE: August 15, 1983 

TIME: 10:00 am 

DURATION: To be determined 

LOCATION: New Orleans, Louisiana 

REMARKS REQUIRED: Yes 

MEDIA COVER..~GE: Coordinate with Press Office 

FIRST LADY 
PARTICIPATION: No 

NOTE: PROJECT OFFICER, 

cc: A. Bakshian 
R. Dannan 
R. Deprospero 
K. Duberstein 
D. Fischer 
C. Fuller 
w. Henkel 
E. Hickey 
G. Hodges 

SEE ATTACHED CHECKLIST ) 

J. Rosebush F. Whittlesey 
B. Shaddix J. Vipond 
W. Sittmann 
L. Speakes 
WHCA Audio/Visual 
WHCA Operations 
A. Wrobleski 
Nell Yates 

., 



• 

"' 

Document No. _______ _ _ PL 

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 
OFFICE OF PUBLIC LIAISON 

DATE: AUG I 1983" ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: 

SUBJECT:~- ~4':d;# J/ p/J 

ACTION FYI 

WHITTLESEY □ □ MORRISON 
- '(.!-

VIPOND □ 
,,, 

□ · RIGGS 

ROUSSELOT · 

✓ □ 
TILLER 

BLACKWELL □ VILA 

BRADLEY □ □ VILLALPANDO 

BUCKALEW 
.. 

□ □ BENSCHOTER 

GALE □ □ r • GRAF 

JACOBI □ □ SHORTLY 

JEPSEN □ □ 
KOJELIS □ ' □ MORECI 

I MELO~ 
t ' , 

□ □ . -
REMARKS: 

ACTION FYI 

□ □ 
□ □ 
□ □ 
□ □ 
□ □· 

□ □ 
·o □ 
□ □ 
□ □ 
□ □ 
□ □ 

Faith Ryan Whittlesey · 
Assistant to the President 

Ext. 2270 



MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

7/29/83 

TO: WILLIAM HENKEL (Coordinate with Fuller & Whittlesey; 
Fuller to do briefing paper) 

FROM: FREDERICK J. RYAN, JR.11-IL 

SUBJ: APPROVED PRESIDENTIAL ACTIVITY 

MEETING: Address Convention 6f Veterans of Foreign Wars 

DATE: August 15, 1983 

10:00 am 

DURATION: To be determined 

LOCATION: New Orleans, Louisiana 

REMJ>..RKS REQUIRED: Yes 

MEDIA COVERAGE: Coordinate with Press Office 

FIRST LADY 
PARTICIPATION: No 

NOTE: PROJECT OFFICER, SEE ATTACHED CHECKLIST J 
l·Jhi ttlesey cc: A. Bakshian J. Rosebush F. 

R. Darman B. Shaddix J. Vipond 

R. Deprospero w. Sittrnann 
K. Duberstein L. Speakes 
D. Fischer WHCA Audio/Visual 
c. Fuller WHCA Operations 
W. Henkel A. Wrobleski 
E. Hickey Nell Yates 
G. Hodges 



REMARKS: -

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

VIPOND 

ROUSSELOT · 

BLACKWELL 

BRADLEY 

GALE 

JACOBI 

JEPSEN 

KOJEUS 

MELOY 

OFFICE OF PUBLIC LIAISON 

ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: 

ACTION FYI 

□ □ 
□ · □ 

✓ □ □ 
□ □ 
□ □ 
□ □ 
□ □ 
□ □ 
□ □ 
□ □ 

MORRISON 

RIGGS 

TILLER 

VILA 

VILLALPANDO 

BENSCHOTER 

GRAF 

SHORTLY 

SUNDSETH 

MORECI 

ACTION FYI 

□ □ 
□ □ 
□ □ 

□ □ 
□ □ 

□ □ 
·o □ 
□ □ 
□ □ 
□ □ 
□ □ 

Faith Ryan Whi 
Assistant to the P 

Ext. 2270 



146751SS 
Document No. _________ _ 

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

DATE: July 27 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: NOON FRIDAY, JULY 29 

SUBJECT: 
EXECUTIVE ORDER ENTITLED "PAYMENT OF CERTAIN BENEFITS 

TO SURVIVORS OF fERSONS WHO DIED IN OR AS A RESULT OF 
MILITARY SERVICE" 

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT □ □ HARPER ~□ 
MEESE □ ~ HERRINGTON □ 

BAKER □ ~ JENKINS □ 

DEAVER □ □ McMANUS □ 

STOCKMAN □ □ MURPHY □ 

CLARK V □ ROGERS □ 

DARMAN OP ~ ROLLINS ~ 

DUBERSTEIN ✓ □ VERSTANDIG Q-' 

WHITTLESE'r'"' -FELDSTEIN □ □ 
I 

FIELDING V □ BRADY/SPEAKES □ 

FULLER ✓ □ D 

GERGEN ✓ □ □ 

REMARKS: 

Please provide any comments/recommendations by Noon, Friday, 
July 29th. 

Thank you. 

RESPONSE: 

Richard G. Darman 
Assistant to the President 

Ext. 2702 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

D 

□ 



MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

;-, - , . - : ' ' --, : ~ ~ 
EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT . .. - . - ·- ~· 

OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET! :~-7' ''" 27 . .. l:.: 32 
1\.. -'-" ........ -

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503 

July 26, 1983 

THE PRESIDENT 

DAVID A. STOCKMAN 

PROPOSED EXECUTIVE ORDER ENTITLED "PAYMENT OF 
CERTAIN BENEFITS TO SURVIVORS OF PERSONS WHO 
DIED IN OR AS A RESULT OF MILITARY SERVICE" 

SUMMARY. This memorandum forwards for your consideration a 
proposed Executive order which would provide for the restoration 
of certain benefits to the surviving spouses and children of 
certain persons who died in or as a result of military service. 

BACKGROUND. Section 156 of Public Law 97-377 provided for the 
restoration of certain social security-type benefits to the 
survivors of certain military personnel. These benefits had been 
eliminated by the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1981. The 
proposed order would implement the new, freestanding benefit 
mechanism established by Section 156. 

The proposal would designate the Veterans Administration as the 
agency responsible for administering the program. Pursuant to 
Section 156, the benefits and the experises incurred in 
administering the program will be paid by transferring funds from 
the Department of Defense to the Veterans Administration. The 
Department of Health and Human Services will provide the Veterans 
Administration such information and technical assistance as it 
shall require to implement the benefits program. 

None of the commenting agencies has objected to the proposed 
order, as revised by this Office. The Veterans Administration 
expressed concern regarding the scope of its legal responsibility 
under Section 156. That question has now been conclusively 
resolved by a comprehensive opinion issued by the Office of Legal 
Counsel of the Department of Justice, and its conclusions are 
reflected in the proposed order. 

RECOMMENDATION. I recommend that you sign the proposed Executive 
order . 

., 



~ =---~.~,,.9~ 
.\.,, ,. 
:; 

~ 
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··-----

Office of the 
Assistant Attorney General 

'fhe President, 

The White House, 

My dear Mr. President: 

U.S. Department of Justice 

Office of legal Counsel 

Washington. D.C. 20530 

JUL 2 7 1983 

I am herewith transmitting a proposed Executive order 

entitled "Payment of Certain Benefits to Survivors of Persons 

Who Died in or as a Result of Military Service." 

This proposed order was submitted by the Veterans 

Administration. It has been forwarded for the consideration 

of this Department as to form and legality by the Office of 

Management and Budget with the approval of the Director. A 
0 

minor technical correction was made by the Office of Management J 

and Budget at the suggestion of this Office. 

Respectfully, 

~~r;?~ 
Assistant Attorney General 
Office of Legal Counsel 

0 



Office oi the 

U.S. Department of Justice 

Office of Legal Counsel 

Washington. D.C. 20530 
Assistant Attorney General 

JUL 2 7 1983 
MEMORANDUM 

Re: Pro~osed Executive order entitled 
"Payment of Certain Benefits to 
Survivors of Persons who Died in 
or as a Result of Military Service" 

The attached proposed Executive order was submitted by the 
Veterans Administration. It has been forwarded for the 
consideration of this Department as to form and legality by 
the Office ot Management ana Budget with the ap~roval of the 
Director. A minor technical correction was maae by the Ofrice 
of Management anc Budget at the suggestion of this Otiice. 

The proposed Executive order would aesignate tne 
Administrator of Veterans Atfairs as the heac of the a~ency 
charged with administering the provision of benefits under 
Section 156 of the 1983 Continuing Appropriations Act, Pub. L. 
No. 97-177, 96 Stat. 1830, 1920 (codified at 42 u.s.c. § 402 
note). This section authorizes the payment of benefits to 
the survivors of , persons who died in or as a result of military 
service. Before the Omnibus Reconciliation Act of 1981, Pub. 
L. No. 97-35, 95 Stat. 842, such benefits were providea under 
§§ 202{d) and 202(g) of the Social Security Act, 42 u.s.c. 
§§ 402{d), {g), by the Social Security Administration, but 
were terminated by the Omnibus Reconciliation Ac.t. The 1983 
Continuing Appropriations Act restored these benefits and 
permitted the President to vest administative authority over 
their payment in "the head of [one] department or agency[,] 
as the Presiaent shall designate." § 156{i)(l), 96 Stat. 1922. 

In addition to designating the Administrator of Veterans 
Affairs as the head of the agency charged with administering 
this program, the proposed Executive order would also require 
the Secretary of Defense, as set torth in§ 156{g){l), 96 Stat. 
1922, to transfer to the Veterans Administation such funds 

'-, I 



as the Administator reasonably determines are necessary to 
pay the benefits and the administrative expenses of the 
program. The Secretary of Health and Human Services is also 
directed to provide to the Administrator, on a reimbursable 
basis, such information and technical assistance as the 
Administrator may reasonably require to discharge his responsi­
bilities under§ 156. See§ 156(d)(l), 96 Stat. 1921. A 
July 15, 1983 opinion ofthe Office of Legal Counsel analyzing 
certain legal issues rai~ed by the program is attached. 

The proposed Executive order is acceptable as to form 
and legality. 

Theodore B. Olson 
Assistant Attorney General 
Office of Legal Counsel 

-2-



EXECUTIVE ORDER 

PAY~ENT OF CERTAIN BENEFITS TO SURVIVORS OF PERSONS 
\~no DIED IN OR AS A RESULT OF MILITARY SERVICE 

By the authority vested in me as President by tne 

Constitution and laws of the United Scates of America , including 

Section 156 o,f Public Law 97-377 (96 Stat. 1920; 42 U.S.C. 402 

note), in order to provide certain benefits to the surviving 

spouses and children of ce~tain persons who died in or as a 

result of military service, it is hereby ordered as follows: 

Section 1. The Administrator of Veterans Affairs is 

designated to administer the provisions of Section 156 of Public 

Law 97-377. 

Sec. 2. Tne Secretary of Health and Human Serv1ces snall 

pr~vide to tne Administrator of Veterans Affairs such information 

and such technical assistance as the Administrator may reasonably 

require co discharge his responsibilities under Section 156. The 

Adrninis cracor of Veterans Affairs shall reimburse the Department 

of Health and Human Services for all expenses it incurs in 

9roviding such information and technical assistance to the 

Veterans Administration. Such expenses shall be ?aid from tne 

Veterans Administration account described in Section 3 of this 1 

Sec. 3 . During fiscal year 1983 and each succeeding fiscal 

year, the Secretary of Defense shall transfer, from time to time, 

:rom cne "Retired Pay, Defense" account of the Department of 

Defense to an account established in cne Veterans Administration, 

such amounts as the Administrator of Veterans Affairs determine s 

co be necessary to pay the benefits authorized by Section 156 

during fiscal year 1983 and each succeeding fiscal year, and the 

expenses incurred by the Veterans Administration in paying such 

benefits during fiscal year 1983 and each succeeding fiscal year. 

Such transfers shall, to the extent feasible, be made in advance 

., 
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of cne paymenc of benefit s and expenses by t~e Vecerans 

;dminiscr3.cion. 

sec. 4. This Order shall be effecc1ve as of January 1, 1983. 

THE WHITE HOUSE, 



REMARKS: 

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 
OFFICE OF PUBLIC LIAISON 

VIPOND 

ROUSSELOT · 

BLACKWELL 
_., 

BRADLEY 

BUCKALEW -

GALE 

JACOBI 

JEPSEN 

KOJELIS 

MELOY 

ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: 

ACTION FYI 

□ ·. □ 
□ ' ~ □ 

✓ □ □· 

□ □ 
□ 

. 
□ 

□ □ 
□ D ' 

□ □ 
□ □ 
□ □ 

MORRISON 

RIGGS 

TILLER 

VILA 

VILLALPANDO 

BENSCHOTER ... 

GRAF 

SHORTLY 

SUNDSETH 

MORECI . 

ACTION FYI 

□ □ 
0 - □ 
□ □ 
□ □ 
□ □ 
□ □ 

-□ □ 
□ □ 
□ □ 
□ □ 
□ □ 

Faith Ryan Whittlesey 
Assistant to the President 

Ext. 2270 



146751SS Document No. _________ _ 

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

DATE: July 27 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: NOON FRIDAY, JULY 29 

SUBJECT: 
EXECUTIVE ORDER ENTITLED "PAYMENT OF CERTAIN BENEFITS 

TO SURVIVORS OF fERSONS WHO DIED IN OR AS A RESULT OF 
MILITARY SERVICE" 

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT □ □ HARPER ~□ 
MEESE □ ~ HERRINGTON □ 

BAKER □ ~ JENKINS □ 

DEAVER □ D McMANUS □ 

STOCKMAN . □ D MURPHY □ 

CLARK V D ROGERS □ 

DARMAN OP ~ ROLLINS ~ 

DUBERSTEIN ✓ □ VER ST AN DIG ~ 

-FELDSTEIN □ D WHITTLESEt=- · -
I 

FIELDING V D BRADY/SPEAKES □ 

FULLER ✓ D □ 

GERGEN ✓ D □ 

REMARKS: 

. Please provide any comments/recommendations by Noon, Friday, 
July 29th. 

Thank you. 

RESPONSE: 

Richard G. Darman 
Assistant to the President 

Ext. 2702 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

j 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

- . - .. . - . : 1' ,.: : s s 
EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT . .. . 

OFFICE OF MAN AG EM ENT AN D BUDG ET !'.°11"~ '"' 27 -·, [, · 32 
\1... _..., ..... - -

W ASHIN G T O N, D .C . 20503 

J uly 26, 1983 

THE PRESIDENT 

DAVID A. STOCKMAN 

PROPOSED EXECUTIVE ORDER ENT I TLED "PAYMENT OF 
CERTAIN BENEFITS TO SURVIVORS OF PERSONS WHO 
DIED IN OR AS A RESULT OF MI LITARY SERV ICE" 

SUMMARY. This memorandum forwards for your c o nside r ation a 
proposed Executive order which would provide for the res t oration 
of certain benefits to the surviving spouses and chi l dren of 
certain persons who died in or as a result of military service. 

BACKGROUND. Section 156 of Public Law 97-377 provided for the 
restoration of certain social security-type benefits to the 
survivors of certain military personnel. These benefits had been 
eliminated by the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1981. The 
proposed order would implement the new, freestanding benefit 
mechanism established by Section 156. 

The proposal would designate the Veterans Administration as the 
agency responsible for administering the program. P u rsuant to 
Section 156, the benefits and the expenses incurred in 
administering the program will be paid by transferring funds from 
the Department of Defense to the Veterans Administration. The 
Department of Health and Human Services' will provide the Veterans 
Administration such information and technical assistance as it 
shall require to implement the benefits program. 

None of the commenting agencies has objected to the proposed 
order, as revised by this Office. The Veterans Administration 
expressed concern regarding the scope of its legal responsibility 
under Section 156. That question has now been conclusively 
resolved by a comprehensive opinion issued by the Office of Legal 
Counsel of the Department of Justice, and its conclusions are 
reflected in the proposed order. 

RECOMMENDATION. I recommend that you sign the proposed Executive 
order. 

., 
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Office of the 
Assistant Attorney General 

'fhe President, 

The White House, 

My dear Mr. President: 

U.S. Department of Justice 

Office of Legal Counsel 

Washington . D.C 20530 

JUL 2 7 1983 

I am herewith transmitting a proposed Executive order 

entitled "Payment of Certain Benefits to Survivors of Persons 

Who Died in or as a Result of Military Service." 

This proposed order was submitted by the Veterans 

Administration. It has been forwarded for the consideration 

of this Department as to form and legality by the Office of 

Management and Budget with the approval of the Director. A 
0 

minor technical correction was made by the Office of Management u 

and Budget at the suggestion of this Office. 

Respectfully, 

d,b~r~fil~ 
Assistant Attorney General 
Office of Legal Counsel 

0 

., 



Office oi the 
Assistant Attorney General 

Re: 

U.S. Department of Justice 

Offa:c of Leg:il Counsel 

Washington. D.C. 20530 

JUL 2 7 1983 
MEMORANDUM 

Pro~osed Executive order entitled 
"Payment of Certain Benefits to 
Survivors of Persons who Died in 
or as a Result of Military Service" 

The attached proposed Executive order was submitted by the 
Veterans Administration. It has been forwarded for the 
consideration of this Department as to form and legality by 
the Office ot Management ana ~udget with the a~~roval of the 
Director. A minor technical correction was mace oy the Uffice 
of Management and Budget at the suggestion of this otiice. 

The proposed Executive order would cesignate tne 
Administrator of Veterans Atfairs as the head of the a~ency 
charged with administering the provision of benefits under 
Section 156 of the 1983 Continuing Appropriations Act, Pub. L. 
No. 97-3.77, 96 Stat. 1830, 1920 (codified at 42 U.S.C. § 402 
note). This section authorizes the payment of benefits to 
the survivors of . persons who died in or as a result of military 
service. Before the Omnibus Reconciliation Act of 1981, Pub. 
L. No. 97-35, 95 Stat. 842, such benefits were providea under 
§§ 202(d) and 202(g) of the Social Security Act, 42 u.s.c. 
§§ 402(d), (g), by the Social Security Administration, but 
were terminated by the Omnibus Reconciliation Ac_t. The 1983 
Continuing Appropriations Act restored these benefits and 
permitted the President to vest administative authority over 
tneir payment in "the head of [one] department or agency[,] 
as the Presiaent shall designate." § 156(i)(l), 96 Stat. 1922. 

In addition to designating the Administrator of Veterans 
Affairs as the head of the agency charged with administering 
this program, the proposed Executive order would also require 
the Secretary of Defense, as set forth in§ 156(g)(l), 96 Stat. 
1922, to transfer to the Veterans Administation such funds 

., 



as the Administator reasonably determines are necessary to 
pay the benefits and the administrative expenses of the 
program. The Secretary of Health and Human Services is also 
directed to p rovide to the Administrator, on a reimbursable 
basis, such information and technical assistance as the 
Administrator may reasonably require to discharge his responsi­
bilities under§ 156. See§ 156(d)(l), 96 Stat. 1921 . A 
July 15, 1983 opinion ofthe Office of Legal Counsel analyzing 
certain legal issues ra i ~ed by the program is attached. 

The p roposed Executive order is acceptable as to form 
ana legality . 

Theodore B. Olson 
Assistant Attorney General 
Office of Legal Counsel 

-2 -



EXECUTIVE ORDER 

PAYMENT OF CERTAIN BENEFITS TO SURVIVORS OF PERSONS 
\vnO DIED IN OR AS A RESULT OF MILITARY SERVICE 

By the authority vested in me as President by the 

Constitution and laws of the United States of America, including 

Section 156 o,f Public Law 97-377 (96 Stat. 1920; 42 U.S.C. 402 

note), in order to provide certain benefits to c he surviving 

spouses and children of ce~tain persons who died in or as a 

result of military service, it is hereby ordered as follows: 

Section 1. The Adminiscracor of Veterans Affairs is 

designated co administer the provisions of Sect i on _56 of Puolic 

Law 97-377. 

s~c. 2. Tne Secretary of Health and ii uman Serv1ces s~all 

provide to tne Administrator of Veterans Affairs such i nformation 

and such cechnical assistance as the Administrator may reasonably 

require to discharge his responsibilities under Section 156 . The 

Administrator of Veterans Affairs shall reimburse the Department 

of Health and Human Services for all expenses it incurs in 

providing such information and technical assistance co the 

Veterans Administration. Such expenses shall be ?aid from cne 

Veterans Administration account described in Section 3 of this 1 

Orcer . 

Sec. 3. During fiscal year 1983 ana eacn succeeding fiscal 

year, the Secretary of Defense shall transfer, from time to cime, 

from the "Retired Pay, Defense" account of the Department of 

Defense to an account established in tne Veterans Administration, 

such amounts as the Administrator of Veterans Affairs determines 

co be necessary to pay the benefits authorized by Section 156 

during fiscal year 1983 and each succeeding fiscal year, and the 

expenses incurred by the Veterans Administration in 2aying such 

benefits during fiscal year 1983 and each succeeding fiscal year. 

Such transfers shall, to the extent feasible, be made in advance 

I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
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of cne payment of benefits and expenses by t~e Veterans 

;;dministr3tion . 

Sec . 4 . This Order shall be effective as of January 1 , 1983 . 

THE WHITE HOUSE, 



AFFING MEMORANDUM 

' > 

A~~l~N/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: ~ __ 'J5 __ -__ "J __ . _ _..._ 

= ~,,c.~-- . ~ d 

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI . 

WHITTLESEY · □ □ MORRISON , □ □ 
VIPOND □ □ RIGGS □ □ 
ROUSSELOT · 

✓ □ 
TILLER - □ □ 

BLACKWELL □ VILA □ □ 
BRADLEY □ □ · VILLALPANDO □ □ 

, 

BUCKALEW □ □ BENSCHOTER □ □ 
GALE □ □ GRAF -□ □ 
JACOBI □ □ SHORTLY □ □ 
JEPSEN □ □ SUNDSETH □ □ 
KOJEUS □ □ MORECI □ □ 
MELOY □ . □ □ □ 

REMARKS: 

~~-e~ · 
~ 

,(}'7£~~ 
RyanWhi 
tto the P 
Ext. 2270 

' 
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i Document No. 125039 ----------

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEIVIORANDUl\tI 

DATE: -------
7-26-83 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY_:COB 7-27-83 

SUBJECT: Draft proclamation designating August 3, 1983 

ACTION FYI ACTVol 

VICE PRESIDENT □ □ HARPER 
< □ 

MEESE □ □ HERRINGTON □ □ 
BAKER □ □ JENKINS □ □ 
DEAVER □ □ MC1 ANUS □ □ 
STOCKMAN □ □ MURPHY □ □ 
CLARK □ □ ROGERS 

~~ DARMAN □y □ ROLLINS 

DUBERSTEIN @ □ VERSTANDIG ii~ □ 
FELDSTEIN 

~~ 
H _ _LTTLESEY rk_,,./ 

□ 
FIELDING BRADY/SPEAKES □ □ 
FULLER ROGERS □ □ 
GERGEN" □ □ □ □ 

t-; ·" 

REMARKS: 
Draft proclamation as noted above. 

Draft submitted by the Veterans Administration 
and edited in this office. 

Jack Wells 
for 

Dodie Livingston 
(for} Richard G. Darman 

Assistant to the President 
Ext. 2941 
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' NATIONAL PARALYZED VETERANS RECOGNITION DAY, 1983 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

A PROCLAMATION 

The people of this great Nation owe a tremendous debt 

of gratitude to the brave men and women of our Armed Forces 

who have fought to preserve America 's freedom and independence. 

National Paralyzed Veterans Recognition Day offers us an 

opportunity to express our appreciation to a very special group 

of our veterans -- those who suffer the disability of paralysis. 

On this day of tribute to these dedicated citizens, we 

honor them for the great sacrifice they made for their country, 

and praise them for the courage, determination, ana -~e~severance 

they have demonstrated in facing the difficult challenges of 

their disabilities. The strong will and spirit which they 

demonstrate in fighting . the limitations of their paraly~is serves 

as an inspiring display of the American drive to achieve, build, 

and advance which kept this country strong for the past two 

centuries. Each of us are heartened by the knowledge that this 

Nation's paralyzed veterans lead active, productive lives which 

enrich us all. It is indeed appropriate that we set aside a special 

day upon which to thank them for their past and continuing con­

tributions to this country. 

In recognition of the sacrifices and contributions that 

these veterans have made and the service rendered by the many 
. ' 

veterans who later suffered paralysis from nonservice related 

causes, the Congress of the United States has, by joint 

resolution, authorized and requested the President to designate 

August 3, 1983, as "National Paralyzed Ve_t~rans Recognition Day." 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the 

United States of America, do hereby designate August 3, 1983, 

as ·National Paralyzed Veterans Recognition Day. I call upon 

--the peopl~ -of ~he Uni~ed- Stat~s a£d interested organiz~t..ions ta 

mark this day with appropriate observances to honor the sacri­

fices and service of paralyzed veterans. 

IN WITNESS EHREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 

day of , in the year of our Lord 

nineteen hundred and eighty-three, and of the Independence of 

the United States of America the two hundred and eighth. 



WHITE HOUSE STAFF ING ME MORANDUM 
OFFICE OF PUBLIC LIAISON 

DATE: JUL i l ~ r ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: &15 - .'/ Lil 7 

SUBJECT: -~~,.._~~ - • ~ ~ 

ACTION FYI 

WHITTLESEY □ □ 
VIPOND □ □ 
ROUSSELOT · 

✓ □ BLACKWELL □ 
BRADLEY □ □ 
BUCKALEW □ □ 
GALE □ □ 
JACOBI □ □ 
JEPSEN □ □ 
KOJEUS □ □ 
MELOY □ □ · 

REMARKS: 

MORRISON 

RIGGS 

TILLER 

VILA 

VILLALPANDO 

BENSCHOTER 

GRAF 

SHORTLY 

MORECI 

ACTION FYI 

□ □ 

□ □ 

□ □ 
□ □ 
□ □ 
□ □ 

-□ □ 
□ □ 
□ 

. 
□ 

□ □ 
□ □ 

Faith Ryan Whitt 
Assistant to the Pr 

Ext. 2270 



Document No. 125039 ----------

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUlYI 

DATE: 7-26-83 
-------

SUBJECT: Draft proclamation designating August 3, 1983 
as Na 

ACTION FYI ACTVol 

VICE PRESIDENT □ □ HARPER . □ 

MEESE □ □ HERRINGTON □ □ 
BAKER □ □ JENKINS □ □ 
DEAVER □ □ MCMANUS □ □ 
STOCKMAN □ □ MURPHY □ □ 
CLARK □ □ ROGERS 

~~ DARMAN 

~/~ 
ROLLINS 

DUBERSTEIN VERSTANDIG m~ □ 
FELDSTEIN 

~~ 
~/ □ 

FIELDING BRADY/SPEAKES □ □ 
FULLER ROGERS □ □ 
GERGEN □ □ □ □ 

~ : 

REMARKS: 
Draft proclamation as noted above. 

Draft submitted by the Veterans Administration 
and edited in this office. 

Please comment as appropriate. 
NOTE: . Requires 1mmedlat·e--attent1on. r 

RES?ONSE: U /vJ /3 _ /[~ 0 ( ,~,72..--ic'~~ ,,_cc'7c:;("~~ r -----~- ~/'c7,2. <:-l,,;r..'1-,(,C::k 
(/ ;/ 

~ 
Jack Wells 

for 
Dodie Livingston 

{for) Richard G. Darman 
Assistant to the President 

Ext. 2941 



- ,, NATIONAL PARALYZED VE'TERANS RECOGNITION DAY, 1983 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

A PROCLAMATION 

The people of this great Nation owe a tremendous debt 

of gratitude to the brave men and women of our Armed Forces 

who have fought to preserve America's freedom and independence. 

National Paralyzed Veterans Recognition Day offers us an 

opportunity to express our appreciation to a very special group 

of our veterans -- those who suffer the disability of paralysis. 

On this day of tribute to these dedicated citizens, we 

honor them for the great sacrifice they made for their country, 

and praise them for the courage, determination; ana ··pe~se~erance 

they have demonstrated in facing the difficult challenges of 

their disabilities. The strong will and spirit which they 

demonstrate in fighting . the limitations of their paralysis serves 

as an inspiring display of the American drive to achieve, build, 

and advance which kept this country strong for the past two 

centuries. Each of us are heartened by the knowledge that this 

Nation's paralyzed veterans lead active, productive lives which 

enrich us all. It is indeed appropriate that we set aside a special 

day upon which to thank .them for their past and continuing con­

tributions to this country. 

In recognition of the sacrifices and contributions that 

these veterans have made and the service rendered by the many 

" veterans who later suffered paralysis from nonservice related 

causes, the .Congress of the United States has, by joint 

resolution, authorized and requested the President to designate 

August 3, 1983, as "National Paralyzed Ve_terans Recognition Day." 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the 

United States of America , do hereby designate August 3, 1983, 

as ·National Paralyzed Veterans Recognition Day. I call upon 

the pe~ple of ·the United States and interested organizations to 

mark this day with appropriate observances to honor the sacri­

fices and service of paralyzed veterans. 

IN WITNESS EHREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 

day of , in the year of our Lord 

nineteen hundred and eighty-three , and of the Independence of 

the United States of America the two hundred and eighth. 



REMARKS: 

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 
OFFICE OF PUBLIC LIAISON 

' ACTION FYI ACTION 

WHITTLESE',:_ . □ □ MORRISON □ 
VIPOND □ □ RIGGS □ 
ROUSSELOT · □ □ TILLER □ ,. •· 

~ 
,-

BLACKWELL □ VILA □ 
BRADLEY · □ □ VILLALPANDO □ 
. "' 
BUCKALEW · o . 

" □ BENSCHOTER □ 
GALE 1 

□ □ GRAF ·o 
JACOBI □ □ SHORTLY □ 
JEPSEN · □ □ SUNDSETH □ 

~ 

KOJELIS □ □ MORECI □ 
MELOY □ . □ □ 

FYI 

□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

. MEMO RAND.UM 
I 

JULY 25, 1983 

TO:. v FAITH WHITTLESEY - ED ROLLINS - CRAIG FULLER 

FROM: FREDERICK J. RYAN, JR., DIRECTOR 
PRESIDENTIAL APPOIN'l'MENTS AND SCHEDULING 

SUBJ: REQUEST FOR SCHEDULING RECOMMENDATION 

PLEASE PROVIDE YOUR RECOMMENDATION ON THE FOLLOWING 
SCHEDULING REQUEST UNDER CONSIDERATION: 

EVENT: Meeting with California veterans group 
regarding POW/MIA's 

(}.-
DATE: DuringAtrip to California 

LOCATION: California 

BACKGROUND: See attached 

YOUR RECOMMENDATION: 

Accept __ Regret __ Surrogate 
Priority __ 
Routine 

Message __ 

IF RECOMMENDATION IS TO ACCEPT, PLEASE CITE REASONS: 

RESPONSE DUE 7-28-83 TO Sarah Long 

Other 
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JOSEPH A. VIOLANTE 

ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW 

101 MOODY COURT 

THOUSAND OAKS. CALIFORNIA 91360 

805/ 4 9 6-8333 

June 23, 1983 

Richard T. Childress 
Staff Member, National Security Council 
Room 303 
Old Executive Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20503 

Dear Dick: 

Thank you for taking the time to meet with our veterans 
group to discuss what actions our government is taking with 
respect to our POW/MIA's. 

As you are aware, we came to Washington believing that 
nothing was being done to resolve the fate of our POW/MIA's. 
However, we returned to California with the belief that the 
present administration is doing something and with the 
confidence that this issue will be resolved in the near 
future. 

Our sole motivation is the fate of our POW' s and an 
accounting of our MIA's, and it is to this end that we are 
dedicated. For our part, we intend to continue to keep this 
issue in front of the public and our elected officials, and 
we hope that you will keep us advised on recent developments 
pertaining to the POW/MIA situation. 

We would greatly appreciate it if you could assist us in 
arranging a meeting with President Reagan in California, 
during one of his trips back here. 

Once again, thank you for taking the time to brief us on 
the issue of our POW/MIA's. Please feel free to call on us 
if we can be of any assistance to you in the future. 

A. Violante 

JAV:eb 




