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SUBJECT: MURPHY / OKUN FEB. 19 MEE TI NG WITH IR AQI FOREIGN 
MIN ISTER 

1. GOPWID"EIGIIA( - ENTIRE TEXT . 

2. SUMMARY: IN HIS FEBRU ARY 19 NEW YORK MEETING WITH 
NEA A/ S MUR PHY AN D ACTING PERMREP OKUN, T ARIQ AZIZ 
PAINTED AN UPBEAT PICTURE OF IRAQ' S MILITARY PROSPECTS AT 
THE S AME TIME THAT HE E XPRESSED I RR IT ATION AT WHA T HE S AW 
AS THE UNWILLINGNESS OF THE UNSC TO P UT SIGNIFIC ANT 
POLITICAL PRESSUR E ON IRAN. AZIZ AS KED FOR U. S. SUP P ORT 
IN TH E ONGOING UNSC DEBA TE , ENCOUR AGED THE U. 5. TO SPEAK 
E ARLY IN THE DEBATE AN D SHOWED A FIVE-POINT DRAFT 
"ELEMENT S" WH ICH MIGHT FORM THE B ASIS OF A RESOLUTION. 
S AYIN G HE E XP ECTED "N O TROUBL E" FROM THE SOVIETS IN THE 
UNSC, AZ IZ FINGER ED THE BRITISH AS A POSSIBLE PROBLEM 
BEC AU SE OF "EXCESS IVE" INTEREST IN THE CHEMICAL WA RF ARE 
ISSU E . ACKN OWLEDGING THAT THE CW ISSUE COS T IRAQ 
IN INTERNATIONA L POLITICAL SUPPORT, TH E IR AQI 
NE VE RT HELESS URGE D THE U. 5 . T O CONSID ER C W "IN THE 
CONTEXT OF TH E NEE D TO END THE WA R AND WITHDRAW TROOPS . " 
BILATERAL ISSUES CO VE RED SEP T EL ~ OTAL). END SUMMARY. 

3. MILITARY SITUATION: PRESUMABLY DETERMINED TO CONVEY 
IRAQI DE TERM I NAT ION AN O CALM PURPOSEFULNESS , AZI Z GAVE AN 
OPTIMISTIC ASS ESS MENT OF THE SITUATION ON THE GROUN D IN 
TH E AL-FAW REGION. IR AQI COLUMNS ARE ADVANCING ON THE 
IRANIANS " SLOWLY BUT STE ADILY." BAD WEATHER HAD 
INHIB I TED T HE FULL USE OF THE IR AQI AIR FORCE FOR THREE 
DAYS; DURING SUCH TIMES ONLY HELICOPTERS CAN BE USE D. 
IRAQ' S " NORTH ERN COLUMN, " IN AN AR EA CALLED AL-MUH AMMA RAH 
WILL SOON MO VE MORE EFFECTIVELY AS IT WAS FIGHTING ON 
FIRM GROUN D (V ICE THE SURROUNDING MAR SH AREA) AN D T ANKS 
COU L D BE US ED. DESCRIBIN G THE INITIAL FOUR IR ANIAN 
THRUST S , AZIZ SAID THE T WO NE AREST BASRA WERE " EXTREMELY 
DA NGEROU S " BEC AUSE THEY WERE LOCATED SO CLOSE TO THAT KEY 
CITY . TH E MOST NORTHERLY ATTACK WA S REBUFFED 
I MMEDIAT ELY , BUT IT TO OK THE IRAQIS THREE DAYS TO PREPARE 
FOR ITS COUNT ER-ATTACK AT AL-FAW. DURI NG THAT TIME 
WI N DOW, TH E IR AN IANS REINFORCED THEIR POSITION BUT HAVE 
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SINCE BEEN ENCIRCLED, AN D THE IR AQIS AR E NOW SLOWLY 
" SQUEEZING" THE IRANI AN S . TH E IRANIAN ATTACK S WER E 
INITI ATED BY "LIGHT FORCES" FOR PURPOSES OF SURPRIS E . 
ONE OR TWO REVOLUTIONARY GUAR D DIVISIONS L AUN CHE D THE 
OFFENSIVE , BUT THEY WER E QUICKLY REINFORCED. TH E 
IR AN I AN S USE D THEIR BES T COMBAT FOR CES AT AL-F AW AN D HAVE 
NOW COMMITTED THEIR BES T LOGISTIC AL CAP ABILITY. THUS IT 
APPEARS CLE AR TO IRAQ THAT THERE WIL L BE NO NEW MAJO R 
IR AN I AN EFFORT IN TH E MAJNOON/HAWIZEH MARSH AREA. IF THE 
IR AN I AN S HAD MEA NT T O L AUNC H SUCH AN ATTACK, THEY WOULD 
HAVE DON E S O THREE OR FOUR DAY S AFTER THE PROBE S ALON G 
THE SHATT AL -AR AB RIVER. TH E IR AN I ANS HAVE MOR E TH AN 
30 ,00 0 TROOPS IN TH E AL-FAW SALIENT AN D AN OTHER THR EE 
DIVISIONS AT KHORRAMSHA HR. AZIZ STATED THAT IRAN 
CONTROLLED ONLY FORTY SQUAR E KILOMETERS IN AL-FAW. 

4. POLITICAL SIGNIFIC ANC E OF FAW: ACCORD ING TO AZI Z , 
THE IR AN IAN GOAL OF THE PAST T HRE E YEAR S HAS BEEN T O CUT 
OFF IRAQ FROM THE GUL F . THUS THE CURRENT C AMPA IGN WA S A 
CONTINUATION OF, NOT A DEP ARTURE FROM, IR ANIAN STR ATEG Y. 
WHAT WA S NEW WA S AN ENHANCE D C AP ABILITY. IN ADDITION, 
THE MARSHY LOCALE, RAIN AN D MU D WORKE D TO THE IRANI AN 
BENEFI T. CASUAL TI ES WERE "NO T VERY HIGH, BUT SERIOU S " 
FOR IRAQ WH ILE THEY WER E "VERY, VERY HIGH" FOR 
IRAN--PERH APS, HE THOUG HT , AS MANY ALRE ADY AS IN THE 
MAR CH 1985 OFFENSIVE. HE EST I MATE D "AT LEAST" 5,000 
IR ANIAN CASUALTIES DAILY. 

5. GOVERNMENT IN EXILE?: IN RESPONSE TO MURPHY 'S QUER Y 
WHETHER THE IRAN I AN S MIGHT NO T ENCOUR AG E THE DEC LARATION 
OF AN ISLAMI C (SHIAj REPUBLIC BASE D IN AL-FAW, AZ IZ 
DISMISSE D THE POSSIBILITY. HE DERISIVELY RECALLE D THAT 

IR AQI-SHIA E XI LE LEADE R B AK R HAK IM HA D BROADCAS T TO TH E 
ARA B LE AGUE FORE I GN MI NISTERS THA T THEIR SECURITY COUL D 
NOT BE GUARANTEE D IF T HEY ATTENDE D THE FOLLOW-U P 
COMMITTEE MEETINGS IN BAGHDA D LAST WEEK. AZI Z SAID HE 
HA D SUGGESTED THAT HAKIM BE "INVITED" TO COME TO AL-F AW 
AN D MAK E IT HIS C APITAL, AN D I RAQI RADIO HAD BROADC AST 
SUCH A CHA LLE NGE. " IT IS HELL" IN AL-F AW AN D WIL L GET 
WORSE AS T HE IR AQI COUNTER-OFFENSIVE PROCEEDS OVER THE 
NEXT FEW DAY S, HE ASSERT ED. 

6 . ARA B LEAGUE SUPPORT : AZIZ REPORTED " TOTAL" SUPPORT 
FROM THE ARA B LEAGUE AN D THE FOLLOW- UP COMMITTEE OF 
SEVEN. HE SAID THE GULF COOPERATION COUNC IL (Ge el 
MEMBERS IN PARTICULAR HAD BEEN "EXTREMELY SHOC KED" BY THE 
PROXIMITY OF IR ANIA N TROOPS T O KUWA IT . " THEY (THE GCCi 
HA D THOUGHT TH EY COUL D INDUCE IRAN TO PURSU E A PEACEFUL 
SETTLEMENT, BU T WE T OLD THEM IT WOUL DN ' T WORK." T HE 
OFFENSIVE ON THE GUL F HAD PROVEN IR AQ' S POINT . AZIZ 
NOTE D THAT "IN THEI R ATMOSPHERE OF ECSTASY" AFTE R THEI R 
INITIAL SUCCESSES AT AL-FAW THE IR AN I AN S HA D " SA ID 
EVERYTHING " AB OUT THE IR REA L INTENTIONS. THE IRANIAN 
PRESIDENT'S COMMENT TH AT IRAN NOW HA D "NEW NEIGHBOR S " WA S 
VERY HELPFUL TO IRAQ. 

7. SECURITY COUNCIL GOAL S : MURPHY PARRIE D TH E IRA QI ' S 
"WHAT WI LL YOU DO FO R US IN THE SECURITY COUNCIL?" WITH 
THE QUEST ION "WHAT AR E YOU ASKIN G OF US?" AZI Z SAID THAT 
THE ARA B LEAGU E GROUP WANTE D TO "SE E WHAT WAS POSSIBLE." 
HE WORRIE D THAT THE CH EMI C AL WARFA RE ISSUE MIG HT "DIRECT 
ATTENT ION FROM THE MA IN ISSUES" AND SAID THAT THE 
SECRETARY GENERAL MIGH T ASSOC I AT E HIMSEL F WITH SUCH A 
MOV E . AMBA SSADOR OKUN SAID THAT THE SYG IS READY TO SEND 
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A SCIENTIFIC/MEDICAL TEAM TO BOTH SIDES TO INVESTIGATE 
ALLEGATION S OF CW USE . AT THE FEBRUARY 18 UNSC 
CONSULTATIONS THERE WAS WIDELY E XPRESSE D INTERES T IN THE 
CW ISSUE. 

8. AT THIS POINT IN THE CONVERSATION THE IRAQIS 
PRESENTED A FIVE-POINT PAPER, TITLED "ELEMENT S ," OF THEI R 
GOAL S . THE P APER REITERATES MO ST ASPECTS OF PREVIOUS 
UNSC RESOLUTIONS 514 AND 540 ON THE WAR AND ENDS WITH A 
FINAL POINT THAT IMPLIES THAT CHAPTER 7 S AN CTIONS WOULD 
BE MANDATE D AGAINS T AN Y PARTY WHICH REFUSE S TO COMPLY 
WITH AL L TH E ELEMENTS OF THE RES OLUTION. IRAQI PERMREP 
K ITT AN I NOTE D THAT ABOV E AL L IRA Q WANTED TO AVO I D 

DISASTER IN THE UNSC--A DEFEAT OR WITHDRAWAL OF A DRAFT 
RESOLUTION WOULD BE SUCH A DISASTER. THUS THE NEE D FOR 
AN ACCURATE ASS ESSMENT OF THE UNSC MOO D. KITT AN I SAID 
THAT IRAQ HAD "LIK ED" THE U.S . STAT EM ENT OF FEBRUARY 11 

AN D WANT ED THE U.S. TO SPEAK EARLY IN THE DEBATE. AZI Z 
STATED THAT THE SOVIETS AN D FRENCH WER E "READY TO HEL P ," 
THAT A TH URS DAY U. 5 . STATEMENT " WOULD BE VERY AGREEABLE" 
AN D THAT HE HAD CHIDED SOVIET FOREIG N MINISTE R 
SHEVARDNADZ E WITH A CO P ARISON OF THE SOVIET AN D U.S. 
STA T E ENTS ON THE IRA NI AN OFFENSIV E. HE STATED THAT HE 
WORRI ED ABOUT THE BRITISH POSITION--THEY SEEMED TO O 
I NTERESTED IN WOOING THE IRANI ANS . 

9. SYRIAN POSITION: IR AQI AM B ASS ADOR AL-QAY SI NOTE D A 
STATEMENT BY THE SOVIET AMBA SS ADOR I N DAMA SCUS, URGIN G 
ALL PARTIES TO WORK FOR PEACE. MURPHY AS KED HOW TH E 
S YRIANS WERE DEALING WITH THE ISSUE OF IRANIAN OCCUPATION 
OF ARAB LAND - -IN LIGHT OF THEIR LO NGHELD POSITION THAT 
IRAN HAD NO INTENTIO TO OCCUPY ARA B L AN D AN D THAT SYRIA 
WOUL D NOT SUPPORT SUCH OCCUPATION SHOULD IT OCCU R. AZI Z 
REPORTED THAT THE S AU DIS AN D KUW AITI MINIST ERS HA D FOUND 
"A BETTER ATMOSPHERE " IN DAMASCUS, BUT IT WA S NOT CLEAR 
WHAT THIS REFERRED TO. 

I 0. SOVIET ROLE AND ARMS : MURPHY ASKE D AZIZ IF HE HAD 
RAISED THE ARMS ISSUE WITH THE SOVIETS DURING THI S BRIEF 
TRIP TO MOSC OW. THE IRAQI REPLI ED IN TH E NEGAT IVE BUT 
CITED HIS LENGTHY CONVERSATIONS WITH SHEVARDNADZE DURING 
IRAQI PRESIDENT S ADDAM HUSSEIN'S VISIT TO MOSCOW IN 
DECEMBER . AT THAT TIME AZIZ SAI D HE T OLD THE SOVIET S 
THAT 80-90 PERCENT OF IRANIAN ARMS NOW COMES FROM 
" EASTERN" SOURCE S. THE SOVIETS HAD SAID THAT A POLICY 
DECISION, IN THE WARS AW PACT CONTEX T , HA D BEEN TAKEN NOT 
TO SUPPLY ANY ARMS TO IRAN. THE CZECH S HAD TOL D IRA Q THE 
S AME THING. BOTH RECOGNIZE D THAT SOME SHIPMENTS TO SYRIA 
HAD BEEN DIVERTE D TO IRAN--THE SOVIETS EVEN SAID THAT 
SUCH ARMS HAD SURFACED WITH T HE AFGHAN RESISTANC E . AZI Z 
SAID HE TOLD SHEVARDN ADZE THAT SECRETARY SHULTZ HAD 
ASSIGNE D A SENIOR OFFICIAL TO MONITOR TH E ARMS FLOW 
QUESTION--WHY DION' T THE SOVIETS DO THE S AME ? 
SHEVARDNADZE ' S ATTENTION HA D BEEN "D I VERT ED" B Y THE 
UPCOMING PARTY CONGRESS DURING THEIR ONE-HOUR 
CONVERSATI ON, ACCOR DING TO AZI Z . EVEN SO, IRAQ HA D "NO 
CONCERN" ABOUT THE SOVIET POSITI ON . EVEN THE RECEN T 
KORNIENKO VISIT TO TEHRAN "DION' T HAVE SUCCES S ," THOUGH 
THERE MIGH T BE SOME ADDITIONAL TRADE BETWEEN IRAN AN D THE 
US SR. AZI Z S AI D HE POINTE D OUT T O KORNIENK O, WH O WAS 
PRESEN T AT HIS MEETING S WITH SHEVARDNADZ E, THAT THE 
IRANIANS HA D LAUNCHED THEIR ATTACK ON IRA Q IMMEDIATELY 
AFTER HIS VI S IT. "DO YOU THINK I PARTICIPATE D IN 
PLANNING TH E AT TACK?" KORNIEN KO REJOINED. 
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1 1. ON DE ALI NG WITH IR AN: AZIZ DESCRIBED HIS VIEW OF 

TH E LESSONS WH ICH SHOU LD HAVE BEEN LEARNED BY TH E 
SECRETARY GE NER AL AN D THE UNSC L AST SPRI NG IN DE ALI NG 
WI T H TH E IRANIAN S. IR ANI AN REPRESENTATIVES HAD IMPLIED 
TO THE S YG THAT IF IR AN WE RE "GIVEN SO METHING ON CHEMICAL 
WARF ARE " IT WOUL D RECONSIDER ITS BO YCOTT OF THE UN SC. 
IRAN WAS GIVEN TH E REPORT ON C W BUT THEN DEC L AR ED THAT IT 
WAS " NOT E NOUGH. " IN FACT, TH E IRAQI SA ID HE "KNEW" 
THER E WER E SE NIOR IR ANI AN OFFICIALS WH O F AVORE D 
PARTICIPATI NG IN THE UN PROCESS, BUT THA T AYATOLL AH 
KHO MEINI HAD " CUT TH EM SHORT." THE MORAL OF THAT LES S ON 
WAS FOR TH E WORLD COMMU NITY TO PRESS THE IR ANI ANS NOW 
POLITIC ALLY AS IR AQ WA S DOING MILIT AR ILY. WHEN IR AN 
LOSE S T HE CURRE T ROUN D OF FIGHTING, IT WILL HAVE VERY 
LI MITED CAP ACITY TO E XPORT OIL--SINCE IRAQ WIL L CONTINUE 
IT S ATT ACKS O KHA RG ISLA ND AND OTHER ECO NOMIC 
FACILIT I ES. 0 E OF TH E BE NEFI TS IRAN WOUL D RE AP FROM A 
SUCCESSFUL CUTTI GOFF OF I RA Q FROM THE GUL F WOULD BE THE 
RESULTA T I NH IBITIO OF T HE IRAQ I AIR FORC E; IT WOULD NO 
LONGER HAVE TH E ABILITY T O AT T ACK KHAR G AN D O THE R 
CRITICAL T ARGETS, A ZIZ NOTEDj . WITH T HE F ALL IN OIL 
PRICES IR A WILL BE BADLY I MP ACTED. ~ ZIZ ESTIMATE D 
MAXI MU M IR A I A E XPORT S COUL D BE KEPT TO 700, 00 0 BP D 
WHI CH WOULD RES ULT I AN INCOME "INSUFFIC IENT TO FEED TH E 
IRANIAN PEOPLE." ). IN THA T CONTEXT , IT WA S I MP ORT AN T FOR 
THE UNS C TO PASS TH E "FRAMEWORK," AS DESCRIBED IN THE 
" ELE MENT S " PAPER, WHICH MIGH T BE ACCE PT ABL E TO I RAN 
"A FTER TH E Y LOS E." AN D IRA Q WOULD BE WILLI NG TO HAVE 
DISC US S ION S OF THE ORIGINATION OF THE WA R AN D REP ARATION S 
INCORPOR ATE D INTO TH E " ELEMENT S." HOWE VE R, TH E CEASEFIRE 
COUL D NOT BE CONDITIONED ON EIT HER OF THE SE, AS TH E 
IRANIANS I NSIST. WI THIN TH E FR AMEWORK OF CEASEFIRE AN D 
WITHD RAWA L , IRANIAN SUGGESTION S WOU L D BE ACCEPT ABL E. 

1 2 . CHEMICAL WAR F AR E: WH EN IT WA S POINTE D OUT THAT TH E 
UNSC HA S ALREADY BEEN CONFR ONT ED WI TH ALL EGATIONS OF CW 
US E B Y BOTH SIDES, AN D IT WA S THU S AN I MM EDIAT E ISSUE, 
AZIZ AC KN OWLEDGED THA T C W WOULD HAV E TO BE DEALT WITH. 
HE ST ATED TH AT IT CO ULD BE MENTIONED WITHIN T HE CO NT E XT 
OF CEASEFIRE AN D WI T HDRA WA L AN D REMI NDED TH E GR OUP THAT 
TH E USE OF C W AROSE BECAUSE OF THE WA R AN D THU S TREATMEN T 
OF IT COULD NOT BE DIVORCED FROM TR E ATMENT OF THE WA R. 
MURPHY T OLD THE IRAQI S TH AT SECRETARY SH ULTZ WOUL D BE 
TE S TIFYING TO T HE CO NGRESS FEBRUARY 1 9 AN D PROBABLY WOUL D 
BE PRESSE D TO CO MM ENT ON THE CW ISSUE . THE U. S . WOULD 
REITERAT E ITS LONG-ESTABLISHE D CONDEMN ATION OF THE US E OF 
CW, WH EN SUCH USE WA S CONFIRME D. 

1 2 . PARTIC IP AN TS: IR AQ: FOREIGN MINISTE R T ARIQ AZI Z, 
PERMR EP KITT ANI, AMBA SS ADOR AL-OAY SI AN D NOTETAKE R. 

U. S. ACTING PERMREP OKUN, A/ S MURP HY, NEA DAS CREEKMOR E 
AN D NEA / NGA DIRECTOR BURLEIGH (N OTET AK ERj . SHULTZ 
BT 
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