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Dear Mr. General Secretary,

As I told Foreign Minister Shevardnadze in New York October
24, I have been giving careful consideration to your letter
da ted September 12. The issues you raise are important ones,
the ideas you have put forward are in many ways interesting,
and I have wanted to study them thoroughly before replying.

Many of the specific points you addressed in your letter
have been or will be dealt with by our delegations in the
Geneva arms control negotiations or by our Foreign Ministers.
In this letter I will therefore focus on what I consider the
most significant issues you have raised.

You suggested in your letter that I am opposed to the
possibility of a military clash between our two countries, and
that lanquage to this effect be incorporated into a concluding
document for our Geneva meeting. Foreign Minister Shevardnadze
has since proposed specific language for our consideration. As
I have repeatedly made clear, it is indeed my view that a
nuclear war can not be won and must not be fought. I therefore
see no reason in principle why it should not be possible to
reach agreement on this point and have instructed Secretary
Shul tz to develop appropriate language while he is in Moscow.

I believe it is important, however, that as we address this
and other elements which may figure in any documents we may
issue in Geneva, we give the most careful consideration to our
words. The experience of the past has been that overly vague
or rhetorical language has led to expectations which, given the
competitive aspect of our relationship to which you referred in
your letter, can not be sustained.

If we are to avoid subsequent misunderstandings and
disillusionment, our own statements should be clear and based
on concrete achievements. I am convinced that there is
substantial common ground on the range of areas we have been
discussing in connection with our forthcoming meeting. I see no
reason why we should not be in a position to announce
agreements in a number of fields when we meet in November if
the Soviet side is prepared to show the necessary flexibility.

You raised several specific areas in the security field
where this might be possible. Secretary Shultz will be
prepared to discuss all your ideas in concrete terms while he
is in Moscow. I believe you will find that we are indeed
prepared to go our fair share of the way to ensure our meeting
is a productive one.
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I do, however, want to address your response to the

proposals we had previously made in the Geneva arms control J‘

talks, which was foreshadowed in your letter and which your
delegation subsequently tabled in Geneva.

We have been carefully assessing your counterproposal over
the last month. As I stated in my address to the United
Na tions on October 24, I believe that within it there are seeds
which we should nurture and that in the coming weeks we should
seek to establish a genuine process of give-and-take.

In order to foster such a process, I have approved a new
and comprehensive proposal designed to build upon the positive
elements of your counterproposal and bridge the positions of
our two sides. This new proposal deals with all three areas
under discussion in the Geneva negotiations. Its essence is a
proposal for radical and stabilizing reductions in strategic
offensive arms and a separate agreement on intermediate-range
nuclear missile systems, both of which bridge US and Soviet ?
ideas. { We also propose that both sides reaffirm that their
strategic defense programs are and will remain in full accord
with the ABM Treaty. Such reaffirmation must be contingent
upon a prior resolution of our current differences over
compliance with the treaty. )

We have designed our approach to provide for a mutually
acceptable resolution of the range of nuclear and space arms
issues; to take account of the interrelationship between the
offense and the defense; and to address those concerns that you
and your negotiators have described as being of great
impor tance to you. I am convinced that this new proposal can
provide the basis for immediate and genuine progress on the
numerous and complex issues facing us in the nuclear and space
area, and I look forward to discussing it with you in Geneva
later this month.

We will also, of course, have the opportunity in Geneva to
discuss the other areas which make up our relationship. Much
work remains to be done if we are to be able to announce
speci fic progress on regional and bilateral issues. I hope
that Secretary Shultz's Moscow visit will be a stimulus to
rapid progress in the weeks ahead.

Be fore closing, I would like to reiterate the importance I
personally attach to some movement on the Soviet side in the.
human rights field by the time of our meeting. As you know, I
stressed this point to Foreign Minister Shevrdnadze during our
New York conversation. I understand your sensitivities and
principles in this area and I do not ask you to compromise
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them, But there are many cases which it would be possible for
you to resolve without your having to do so. I can not tell
you what an impact this would have on popular perceptions of
the Soviet Union in this country and, I believe, in the world.

I have asked Secretary Shultz to convey my best wishes, and
my hopes for major progress in our preparations for the Geneva
meeting during his visit and in the weeks remaining.

Sincerely,

Ronald W. Reagan
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ACTION
MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT C. | ANE
FROM: JACK MATLO BOB LINH2
SUBJECT: Letter from President to Gorbachev

Attached at Tab I is a memorandum to the President recommending
that he sign the letter to Gorbachev which notifies Gorbachev of
our new proposals in the NST negotiations and supports Secretary
Shultz's meetings next week.

RECOMMENDATION :

That you sign the Memorandum to the President at Tab I.
Approve”i{E?L\ Disapprove __

Attachments:

Tab I Memorandum to the President

Tab A President's Letter to Gorbachev

SHERET—
Declassify on: OADR
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October 12, 1985

Deer lir.Presiéent,

Ou;* iiinister Bduard A.Sheverdnedze has informed me
in detail about hi's conversation with you in Washington
on Septemper 27.

While there exist substantizl differences in the positions
of the two sides regarding concrete issues, which surfaced
also in the course of that conversation and which I shall
not touch upon in this letter, we deem it important that
you, like us, proceed from the odbjective fact that we all live
on the same planet and must learn to live together. It really
is a fundamental Jjudgement.

Here I would like to give you my answer only to one specific
question you raised during the conversation with Zduard A.
Shevardnadze, namely with regard to a confidential exchange
of opinions between us bypassing, should it becone necessary,
the usual diplomatic chanrel., I 2m in favor of this. Indeed,
there may arise the need to contact each other on matters on
whose solution depené both the state of Soviet-American rela-
tions and the world situation as a whole.

On our side to maintain the confidential liason with a
person who will be designated by you for this purpose is
entrusted to Ambassador 4navoly F.Dobrynin.

Sincerely yours,
il. GORBACHEV

His Zxcellency Ronald V.RTAGAN
The President of the United States of America,

mi. ~ TMeaddrn TTmas -
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