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, .. NEW JERSEY SPEECH, ;~T_i;,J .4Jtf' ~,r--cJ- ~,u,-J 

IT IS FITTING T.HA f. N LABOR DAY., WE MEET BESIDE THE WATERS OF 

NEW YORK HARBOR, WITH THE EYES OF MISS LIBERTY ON OUR GATHERING. I I 

AND IN THE WORDS OF THE POET WHOSE LINES ARE INSCRIBED AT HER 

FEET., "THE AIR BRIDGED HARBOR THAT TWIN CITIES FRAME." · 

THROUGH THIS "GOLDEN DOOR.," UNDER THE GAZE OF THAT "MOTHER OF 

EXILES.," HAVE COME MILLIONS OF MEN AND WOMEN., WHO FIRST SET 

FOOT ON AMERICAN SOIL RIGHT THERE., ON ELLIS ISLAMD., SO CLOSE TO 

THE STATUE OF LIBERTY. 



l. . 
i . ) 
~HESE FAMILIES CAME HERE TO WORK. THEY CAME TO BUILD. OTHERS 

CAME TO AMERICA IN DIFFERENT WAYS, FROM OTHER LANDS, UNDER 

DIFFERENT, OFTEN HARROWING CONDITIONS BUT THIS PLACE SYMPOLIZES 

WHAT THEY ALL MANAGED TO BUILD, NO MATTER WHERE THEY CAME FROM, 

OR HOW THEY CAt1E., OR HOW MUCH THEY SUFFERED. 

THEY HELPED TO BUILD THAT MAGNIFICENT CITY ACROSS THE RIV_~ THEY 

SPREAD ACROSS THE LAND., BUILDING OTHER CITIES AND TOWNS AND 

INCREDIBLY PRODUCTIVE FARMS. 



>-:?J 
/ THEY CAME TO MAKE AMERICA WORK. HEY DIDN"T ASK WHAT THIS 

COUNTRY COULD DO FOR THEMjBUT WHAT THEY COULD DO TO MAKE THIS 
--------

REFUGE THE GREATEST HOME OF FREEDOM IN HISTORY. 

THEY BROUGHT WITH THEM COURAG~ AMBITION AND THE VALUES OF 
--------

FAMILY., NEIGHBORHOOD., !illRK., PEACE AND FREEDOM, THEY CAME FROM 

DIFFERENT LAMD~BUT THEY SHARED THE SAME VALUES., THE SAME 

DREAM. 

TODA~ A PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES WOULD HAVE US BELIEVE 

I!![[ DREAM IS OVE~OR AT LEAST IN NEED OF CHANGE. 



JIMMY CARTER'S ADMINISTRATION TELLS US THAT THE DESCENDANTS 

OF THOSE WHO SACRIFICED~TO START AGAIN IN THIS LAND OF 

FREEDO~ MAY HAVE TO ABANDON THE DREAM THAT DREW THEIR ANSCESTORS 

TO A NEW LIFE IN A NEW LAND./ 

THE CARTER RECORD IS A LITANY OF DESPAIR~ OF BR0KEN PR0MISES~ 

OF SACRED TRUSTS ABANDONED AND FORGOTTEN. 

EIGHT MILLION OUT OF WORK. INFLATION RUNNING AT 18% IN THE 

FIRST QUARTER OF 1980. BLACK UNEMPLOYMENT AT ABOUT 14~'-, HIGHER 
r-----------~ . 

THAN ANY SINGLE YEAR SINCE THE GOVERNMENT BEGAN KEEPING SEPARATE 

STATISTICS. 



FOUR STRAIGHT MAJOR DEFICITS RUN UP BY CARTER AND HIS FRIENDS 

IN CONGRESS. THE HIGHEST INTEREST RATES SINCE THE CIVIL WAR --
I. 

REACHING AT TIMES: CLOSE TO 20% -- LATELY DOWN TO MORE THAN 

11%_,BUT NOW GOING UP AGAIN# PRODUCTIVITY FALLING FOR SIX 

STRAIGHT QUARTERS AMONG THE MOST PRODUCTIVE PEOPLE IN HISTORY. 

THROUGH HIS INFLATION HE HAS RAISED TAXES ON THE AMERICAN 

PEOPLE BY 30 PER CENT -- WHILE THEIR REAL INCOME HAS RISEN ONLY 

20 PER CENT, 



HE ADVISED HE WOULD NOT INCREASE TAXES FOR THE LOW AND MIDDLE 

INCOME PEOPLE -- THE WORKERS OF AMERICA. THEN HE IMPOSED ON 

AMERICAN FAMILIES THE LARGEST SINGLE TAX INCREASE IN HISTORY. 

HIS ANSWER TO ALL OF THIS MISERY1 

HE TRIES TO TELL US THAT WE ARE "ONLY" IN A RECESSION., NOT A 

DEPRESSION., AS IF DEFINITIONS -- WORDS -- RELIEVE OUR SUFFERING, 

LET IT SHOW ON THE RECORD THAT WHEN THE AMERICAN PEOPLE CRIED 

OUT FOR ECONOMIC HELP., JIMMY CARTER TOOK REFUGE BEHIND A DICTIONARY. 



1/ 

-

WELL.., IF IT'S A DEFINITION HE WANTS I'LL GIVE HIM ONE. A 

RECESSION IS WHEN ·YOUR NEIGHBOR LOSES HIS JOB./ A DEPRESSION 

IS WHEN YOU LOSE YOURS.)RECOVERY IS WHEN JIMMY CARTER LOSES 
HIS. 

I HAVE TALKED WITH UNEMPLOYED WORKERS ALL ACROSS THIS COUNTRY. 

I HAVE HEARD THEIR VIEWS ON WHAT JIMMY CARTER HAS DONE TO THEM,~­

AND THEIR FAMILIES._/ 

THEY AREN"T INTERESTED IN SEMANTIC QUIBBLES. 



THEY ARE Q.YI .2f WQR~AND THEY KNOW 1ili.Q PUT THEM OUT OF WORK. 

AND THEY KNOW THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A RECESSION AND A DEPRESSION. 

LET MR. CARTER GO TO THEIR HOMES~ LOOK THEIR CHILDREN IN THE 

EYI;AND ARGUE WITH THEM THAT IT IS 'ONLY' A RECESSION THAT PUT DAD 

OR MOM OUT OF WORK. 

LET HIM GO TO THE UNEMPLOYMENT LINES AND LECTURE THOSE WORKERS 

WHO HAVE BEEN BETRAYED ON WHAT IS THE PROPER DEFINITION FOR THEIR 

WIDESPREAD ECONOMIC MISERY. 



HUMAN TRAGEDY, HUMAN MISERY., THE CRUSHING OF THE HUMAN SPIRIT. THEY 

DOllQI NEED DEFINING.-- THEY NEED ACTION./ 

AND IT IS ACTION., IN THE FORM OF JOBS, LOWER TAXES., AND AN 

EXPANDED ECONOMY THAT AS PRESIDENT I INTEND TO PROVIDE. 

CALL THIS HUMAN TRAGEDY WHATEVER YOU WANT, WHATEVER IT IS, IT 

IS JIMMY CARTER'S, HE CAUSED IT. HE TOLERATES IT. AND liE 

IS GOING TO ANSWER TO THE AMERICAN PEOPLE FOR IT. 



~/ LAST WEEK, MORE THAN THREE YEARS AFTER HE BECAME PRESIDENT, 

HE FINALLY CAME UP WITH WHAT HE CALLS A NEW ECONOMIC PROGRAM, 

IT IS HIS.~IFTH NEW ECONOMIC PROGRAM IN 3½ YEARS/HE TALKS 

AS IF SOMEONE ELSE HAS BEEN IN CHARGE THESE PAST FEW YEARS. 

WITH 2 MONTHS TO GO UNTIL THE ELECTION1 HE RIDES TO THE RESCUE 

~ WITH A CRAZY-QUILT OF OBVIOUS ELECTION-YEAR PROMISES WHICH 

HE'LL ASK CONGRESS FOR -- NEXT YEAR. 



AFTER THREE YEARS OF NEGLECTJ THE MISERY OF UNEMPLOYMENTJ 

INFLATIONJ HIGH TAXESJ DWINDLING EARNING POWER AND INABILITY 

TO SAVE -- AFTER ALL Illl.SJ AMER I CAN WORKERS HAVE NO\•/ BEEN 

DISCOVERED BY THIS ADMINISTRATION, 

WELL IT WON'T WORK. IT IS CYNICAL. IT IS POLITICAL AND IT IS 

TOO LATE. THE DAMAGE IS DONE AND EVERY AMER ,~-----
WHO DID IT. 

IN 1976 HE SAID HE WOULD NEVER USE UNEMPLOYMENT AS AN ECONOMIC 

TOO L TO FIGHT INFLATION I 



,, 

IN 1980 HE CALLED EQR AN INCREASE IN UNEMPLOYMENT TO FIGHT 

INFLATION. IN 1976 HE SAID HE WOULD BRING UNEMPLOYMENT AND 
•-------

INFLATION DOWN TO 3%./ 
--------

WHO CAN BELIEVE HIM? UNEMPLOYMENT IS NOW AROUND 8% -­

INFLATION IS 12½%, _/ 

AND MOST OF US HAVE BEGUN TO REALIZE THAT SO LONG AS CARTER 

POLICIES ARE IN EFFECT, THE NEXT FOUR YEARS WILL BE AS DARK 

AS THE LAST FOUR. 



,y 
BUT HEREJ BESIDE THE TORCH THAT MANY TIMES BEFORE IN OUR NATION'S 

HISTORY HAS CAST A GOLDEN LIGHT IN TIMES OF GLOOMJ I PLEDGE TO 

YOU I'LL BRING A NEW MESSAGE OF HOPE TO ALL AMERICA. 

I LOOK FORWARD TO MEETING MR. CARTER IN DEBATEJ COMFROMTING 

HIM WITH THE WHOLE SORRY RECORD OF HIS ADMINISTRATION -- THE 

.__ __ _'..R~EC~O~RD~HE=--P:.....:...R:.=.:EF~E.:....:..::RS:_.-~T..!::..-.0 ...!..!.ME:::.:_:N:....:__T ~I O~N, IF HE EVER FI NALLY AG REES 

TO THE KIND OF FIRST PfBAJE THE AMERICAN PEOPLE WANT -- WHICH 

I'M BEGINNING TO DOUBT -- HE' LL ANSWER IQ. IliE!:1 AND l]. I:lE,. 



THIS COUNTRY NEEDS A NEW ADMINISTRATION, WITH A RENEWED 

DEDICATION TO THE DREAM OF AMERICA -- AN ADMINISTRATION THAT 

WILL GIVE THAT DREAM NEW LIFE AND MAKE AMERICA GREAT AGAIN~-• 

RESTORING AND REVITALIZING THAT DREAM WILL TAKE BOLD ACTION. 
r----------

ON THIS DAY, DEDICATED TO AMERICAN WORKING MEN AND HOMEN, 

MAY I TELL YOU THE VISION I HAVE OF A NEW ADMINISTRATION AND 

OF A NEW CONGRESS, FILLED WITH NEW MEMBERS DEDICATED TO THE 

VALUES WE HONOR TODAY? 



BEGINNI~JG IN JANUARY OF 1981, AMERICAN WORKERS HILL ONCE 

AGAIN BE HEEDED/ THEIR NEEDS AND VALUES WILL BE ACTED UPON 

IN 14ASHINGTO I fiILL CONSULT WITH REPRESENTATIVES OF · 

ORGANIZED LABOR ON THOSE MATTERS CONCERrlING THE WELFAfil_ OF THE 
WORKING PEOPL~ OF THIS NATION. 

I HAPPEN TO BE THE ONLY PRESIDENT OF A UNION EVER TO BE A 

CANDIDATE FOR PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, 



AS PRESIDENT OF MY UNION -- THE SCREEN ACTORS GUILD -- I 

SPENT MANY HOURS WITH THE LATE, GEORGE MEANY, WHOSE LOVE OF 

THIS COUNTR~ AND WHOSE BELIEF IN A STRONG DEFENSE AGAINST 

ALL TOTALITARIANS,IS ONE OF LABOR'S GREATEST LEGACIES. 

ONE YEAR AGO TODAY ON LABOR DAY GEORGE MEANY TOLD THE AMERICAN 

PEOPLE_:) 

~u.oTE.-~AS AMERICAN WORKERS AND THEIR FAMILIES RETURN FROM THEIR 

SUMMER VACATION~ THEY FACE GROWING UNEMPLOYMENT AND INFLATION, 

A CLl~1ATE OF ECONOMIC ANXIETY AND UNCERTAINTY--llN'<PU.07£ 



WEL111 PLEDGE .To YOU IN HIS MEMORY THAT THE VOICE OF THE 

AMERICAN WORKER WILL ONCE AGAIN BE HEEDED IN WASHINGTON AND 

THAT THE CLIMATE OF FEAR THAT HE SPOKE OF WILL NO LONGER 

THREATEN WORKERS AND THEIR FAMILIES. 

WHEN WE TALK ABOUT TAX REDUCTION, WHEN WE TALK ABOUT ENDING 

INFLATION BY STOPPING IT WHERE IT STARTS -- IN WASHINGTON --

WE ARE TALKING ABOUT A WAY TO BRING LABOR AND MANAGEMENT TOGETHER 

FOR AMERICA. WE ARE TALKING ABOUT JOBS, AND PRODUCTIVITY AND WAGES. 



WE ARE TALKING ABOUT DOING AWAY WITH JIMMY CARTER'S VIEW OF A 

NO GROWTH POLICY.,AN EVER-SHRINKING ECONOMIC PIE WITH SMALLER 

___ PI_EC_E_S ~ EACH 0~ . 

-- THAT'S NO ANSWERJwE CAN HAVE A BIGGER PIE WITH BIGGER SLICES 

FOR EVERYONE.jT BELIEVE THAT TOGETHER YOU AND I CAN BAKE THAT 

BIGGER PIE. 

WE CAN MAKE THAT DREAM THAT BROUGHT SO MANY OF US OR OUR PARENTS 

AND GRANDPARENTS TO THIS LAND LIVE ONCE MORE. 



-

LET US WORK TO PROTECT THE HUMAN RIGHT TO ACQUIRE AND OWN 

A HOME, AND MAKE SURE THAT THAT RIGHT IS EXTENDED TO AS MANY 

AMERICANS AS POSSIBLE _A HOME IS PART OF THAT DREAM._/ 

I WANT TO WORK IN WASHINGTON TO ROLL BACK THE CRUSHING BURDEN 

OF TAXATION THAT LIMITS INVESTMENT, PRODUCTION, AND THE 
--~--------

GENERATION OF REAL WEALTH FOR OUR PEOPLE./A JOB, AND SAVINGS, 

AND HOPE FOR OUR CHILDREN1 IS PART OF THAT DREAM. 



I WANT TO HELP AMERICANS OF EVERY RACE, CREED AND HERITAGE 

KEEP AND BUILD THAT SENSE OF COMMUNITY WHICH IS AT THE HEART OF -
___ AM_ER_I_CA __ ./FOR A DECENT NEIGHBORHOOD IS PART OF THAT DREA~ 

WE WILL WORK TO STRENGTHEN THE SMALL BUSINESS SECTOR WHICH 

CREATES MOST OF THE NEW JOBS WE NEED FOR OUR PEOPLE. SMALL 

-. 

BUSINESS NEEDS RELIEF FROM GOVERNMENT PAPERWORK, RELIEF 

FROM OVER-REGULATION, RELIEF FROM A HOST OF GOVERNMENTALLY- . 

CREATED PROBLEMS THAT DEFEAT THE EFFORT OF CREATIVE MEN AND WOMEN, 

A CHANCE TO INVEST, BUILD AND PRODUCE NE~-' WEALTH IS PART OF THE DREAM. 



~ rl-1/ 
BUT RESTORING THE AMERICAN DREAM REQUIRES MORE THAN RESTORING 

A SOUNDJ PRODUCTIVE ECONOMYJ VITALLY IMPORTANT AS THAT IS. ,,...-,. --~=::.::..:.____:_:_:_::..:..:_~:..__:.:::::.:~~~~~~~~~__.r..w:.!,__ ____ __ 

IT REQUIRES A RETURN TO SPIRITUAL AND MORAL VALUESJ VALU_ES SO 

DEEPLY HELD BY THOSE WHO CAME HERE TO BUILD A NEW LIFEj WE 

NEED TO RESTORE THOSE VALUES IN OUR DAILY LIFE ... IN OUR 

NEIGHBORHOODS AND IN OUR GOVERNMENT'S DEIILINGS WITH THE OTHER 

NATIONS OF THE WORLD. 



. ' 

THESE ARE THE VALUES INSPIRING THOSE BRAVE WORKERS IN POLAND, 

THE VALUES THAT HAVE INSPIRED OTHER DISSIDENTS UNDER COMMUNIST 

DOMINATION, THEY REMIND US THAT WHERE FREE UNIONS AND COLLECTIVE 

BARGAINING ARE FORBIDDENJ FREEDOM IS LOST, THEY REMIND US THAT 

FREEDOM IS NEVER MORE THAN ONE GENERATION AWAY FROM EXTINCTION, 

YOU AND I MUST PROTECT AND PRESERVE FREEDOM HERE, OR IT WI LL 

NOT BE PASSED ON TO OUR CHILDREN, 



.. 
TODAY THE WORKERS IN POLAND ARE SHOWING A NEW GENER.l\TION HOW 

HIGH IS THE PRICE OF FREEDOM,BUT HO\t l:llJ.Qj 11 I.S. WORTH THAT PRICE. 

I WANT MORE THAN ANYTHING I'VE EVER WANTED., TO HAVE AN ADMINISTRATIOM 

THAT WILL., THROUGH ITS ACTIONS., AT HOME AND IN THE INTERNATIONAL 

ARENA., LET MILLIONS OF PEOPLE KNOW THAT MISS LIBERTY STILL "LIFTS 

HER LAMP BESIDE THE GOLDEN DO~HROUGH OUR INTERNATIONAL 

BROADCASTING STATIONS -- THE VOICE OF AMERICA., RADIO FREE EUROPE 

AND THE OTHERS -- LET US SEND., LOUD AND CLEAR., THE MESSAGE THAT 

THIS GENERATION OF AMERICANS INTENDS TO KEEP THAT LAMP SHINING) 



THAT THIS DREAM, .. THIS LAST BEST HOPE OF MAN ON EARTH,, .THIS 

NATION UNDER GOD, ,,SHALL NOT PERISH FROM THE EARTH, · WE WILL 

INSTEAD CARRY ON THE BUILDING OF AN AMERICAN ECONOMY THAT ONCE 

AGAIN HOLDS FORTH REAL OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL; HE SHALL COMTINUE 

TO BE A SYMBOL OF FREEDOM AND GUARDIAN OF THE ETERNAL VALUES 

THAT SO INSPIRED THOSE WHO CAME TO THIS PORT OF ENTRY. 

LET US PLEDGE TO EACH OTHER., WITH THIS GREAT LADY LOOKING ON 

THAT WE CAN AND SO HELP US GOD WE WILL MAKE AMERICA GREAT AGAIM. 

- END -
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LABOR DAY ADDRESS BY THE HONORABLE RONALD REAGAN 
AT LIBERTY STATE PARK 

JERSEY CITY, NEW JERSEY 
SEPTEMBER 1, 1980 

It is fitting that on Labor Day, we meet beside the waters of 

New York harb0r, with the eyes of Miss Liberty on our gathering 

and in the words of the poet whose lines are inscribed at her 

feet, "The air bridged harbor that twin cities frame." 

Through this "Golden Door," under the gaze of that "Mother of 

Exiles,• have coue millions of men and women, who first stepped 

foot on American soil right there, on Ellis Island, so close to 

the Statue of Liberty. 

These families came here to work. They came to build. 

Others came to America in different ways, from other lands, under 

di!ferent, often harrowing conditions, but this place symbolizes 

what they all managed to build, no matter where they came from or 

how they came or how much they suffered. 

- MORE -
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They helped to build that magnificent city across the river. 

The_y spread across ~he land building other cities and towns and 

incredibly productive farms. 

They came to make America work. They didn't ask what this 

country could do for them but what they could do to make this 

refuge the greatest home of freedom in history. 

They brought with them courage, ambition and the values of 

family, neighborhood, work, peace and freedom. They came from 

different lands but they shared the same values, the same dream. 

Today a President of the United States would have us believe 

that dream is over or at least in need of change. 

Jimmy Carter's Administration tells us that the descendants 

of those who sacrificed to start again in this land of freedom may 

have to abandon the cream that drew their ancestors to a new life 

in a new land. 

The Carter record is a litany of despair, of broken promises, 

of sacred trusts abandoned and forgotten. 

Eight million out of work. Inflation running at 18 percent 

in the first quarter of 1980. Black unemployment at about 14 

percent, higher than any single year since the government began 

keeping separate statistics. Four straight major deficits run up 

by Carter and his friends in Congress. The highest interest rates 

since the Civil War -- reaching at times close to 20 percent 

lately down to more than 11 percent but now going up again --

- MORE -

.. 
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productivity falling for six straight quarters among the most 

productive people in history. 

Through his inflation he has raised taxes on the American 

people by 30 percent -- while their real income has risen only 20 

percent. He promised he would not increase taxes for the low and 

middle-income people -- the workers of America. Then he imposed 

on American families the largest single tax increase in history. 

His answer to all of this misery? 

He tries to tell us that we are "only" in a recessio~, not a 

depression, as if definitions words -- relieve our suffering. 

Let it show on the record that when the American people cried 

out for economic help, Jimmy Carter took refuge behind a 

dictionary. Well if it's a definition he wants, I'll give him 

one. A recession is when your neighbor loses his job. A 

depression is when you lose yours. Recovery is when Jimmy Carter 

loses his. 

I have talked with unemployed workers all across this 

country. I have heard their views on what Jimmy Carter has done 
' 

to them and their families. 

They aren't interested in semantic quibbles. They are out of 

work and they know who put them out of work. And they know the 

difference between a recession and a depression. 

Let Mr. Carter go to their homes, look their children in the 

eye and argue with them that it is 'only' a recession that put dad 

or mom out of work. 

- MORE -

·, 
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Let him go to the unemployment lines and lecture those 

workers who have been betrayed on what is the proper definition 

for their widespread economic misery. 

Human tragedy, human misery, the crushing of the human 

spirit. They do not need defining they need action. 

And it is action, in the form of jobs, lower taxes, and an 

expanded economy that -- as President -- I intend to provide. 

Call this human tragedy whatever you want. Whatever it is, 

it is Jimmy Carter's. He caused it. He tolerates it. And he is 

going to answer to the American people for it. 

Last week, more than three years after he became President, 

he finally came up with what he calls a new economic program. It 

is his 5th new economic program in 3 1/2 years. He talks as if 

someone else has been in charge these past few years. With two 

months to go until the election he rides to the rescue now with a 

crazy-quilt of obvious election-year promises which he'll ask 

Congress for -- next year. After three years of neglect, the 

misery, of unemployment, inflation, high tc,xes, dwindling earning 

power and inability to save -- 3fter all this, American workers 

have now been discovered by this administration. 

Well it won't work. It is cynical. It is political. And it 

is too late. The damage is done and every American family knows 

who did it. 

- MORE -
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In 1976 he said he would never use unemployment as an 

economic tool to fight inflation •. In 1980 he called for an 

increase in unemployment -- to fight inflation. 

In 1976 he said he would bring unemployment and inflation 

down to 3 percent. 

Who can believe him? Unemployment is now around 8 percent, 

inflation is 12 1/2. 

And most of us have begun to realize that so long as Carter 

policies are in effect, the next four years will be as dark as the 

last four. 

But here, beside the torch that many times before in our 

nation's history has cast a golden light in times of gloom, I 

pledge to you I'll bring a new message of hope to all America. 

I look forward to meeting Mr. Carter in debate, confronting 

him with the whole sorry record of his Administration -- the 

record he prefers not to mention. If he ever finally agrees to 

the kind of first debate the American people want -- which I'm 

beginning to doubt -- he'll answer to them and to me. 

This country needs a new administration, with a renewed 

dedication to the dream of America -- an administration that will 

give that dream new life and make America great again! 

Restoring and revitalizing that dream will take bold action. 

On this day, dedicated to American working men and women, may 

I tell you the vision I have of a new administration and of a new 

- MORE -
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Congress, filled with new members dedicated to the values we honor 

todaJ? 
-

Beginning in January of 1981, American workers will once 

again be heeded. Their needs and values will be acted upon in 

Washington. I will consult with representatives of organized 

labor on those matters concerning the welfare of the working 

people of this nation. 

I happen ~-o be the only president of a union ever to .be a 

candidate for President of the United States. 

As president of my union -- the Screen Actors Guild -- I 

spent many hours with the late George Meany, whose love of this 

country and whose belief in a strong defense against all 

totalitarians is one of labor's greatest legacies. One year ago 

today on Labor Day George Meany told the American people: 

"As American workers and their families return from 
their summer vacations they face growing unemployment 
and inflation, a climate of economic anxiety and 
uncertainty." 

Well I pledge to you in his memory that the voice of the 

American worker will once again be heeded in Washington and that 

the climate of fear that he spoke of will no longer threaten 

workers and their families. 

When we talk about tax reduction, when we talk about ending 

inflation by stopping it where it starts -- in Washington -- we 

are talking about a way to bring labor and management together for 

- MORE -
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America. We are talking about jobs, and productivity and wages. 

We are talking about 6oing away ~ith Jimmy Carter's view of a 

no-growth policy, an ever-shrinking economic pie with smaller 

pieces for each of us. 

That's no answer. We can have a bigger pie with bigger 

slices for everyone. I believe that together you and I can bake 

that bigger pie. We can make that dream that brought so many of 

us or our parents and grandparents to this land live once more. 

Let us work to protect the human right to acquire and own a 

home, and make sure that that right is extended to as many 

Americans as possible. A home is part of that dream. 

I want to work in Washington to roll back the crushing burden 

of taxation that limits investment, production, and the generation 

of real wealth for our people. A job, and savings, and hope for 

our children is part of that dream. 

I want to help Americans of every race, creed and heritage 

keep and build that sense of community which is at the heart of 

America, for a decent neighborh0od is part of that dream. 

We will work to strengthen the smal l business sector which 

creates most of the new jobs we need for our people. Small 

business needs relief from government paperwork, relief from 

over-regulation, relief from a host of governmentally-created 

problems that defeat the effort of creative men and women. A 

chance to invest, build and produce new wealth is part of the 

dream. 

- MORE -

l 
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But restoring the American dream requires more than restoring 

a sound, productive economy, vitally important as that is. It 

requires a return to spiritual and moral values, values so deeply 

held by those who came here to build a new life. We need to 

restore those values in our daily life, in our neighborhoods ~ld 

in our government's dealings with the other nations of the world. 

These are the values inspiring those brave workers in Poland. 

The values that have inspired other dissidents under Communist 

domination. They remind us that where free unions and collective 

bargaining are forbidden, freedom is lost. They remind us that 

freedom is never more than one generation away from extinction. 

You and I must protect and preserve freedom here or it will not be 

passeu on to our children. Today the workers in Poland are 

showing a new generation how high is the price of freedom but how 

much it is worth that price. 

I want more than anything I've ever wanted, to have an 

administration that will, through its actions, at home and in the 

international arena, let millions of people know that Miss Liberty 

still "lifts her lamp beside the golden door." Through our 

international broadcasting stations -- the Voice of America, 

Radio Free Europe, and the others -- let us send, loud and clear, 

the message that this generation of Americans intends to keep that 

lamp shining; that this dream, this last best hope of man on 

earth, this nation under God, shall not perish from the earth. We 

will instead carry on the building of an American economy that 

- MORE -

1 
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once again holds forth real opportunity for all, we shall continue 

to be a symbol of freedom and guardian of the eternal values that 

so inspired those who came to this port of entry. 

Let us pledge to each other, with this Great Lady looking on, 

that we can, and so help us God, we will make America great 

again. 

t t t t 
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It is fitting that on Labor Day, we meet beside the waters of 

New York harbor, with the eyes of Miss Liberty on our gathering 

and in the words of the poet whose lines are inscribed at her 

feet, "The air bridged harbor that twin cities frame." 

Through this "Golden Door," under the gaze of that "Mother of 

Exiles," have come millions of men and women, who first stepped 

foot on American soil right there, on Ellis Island, so close to 

the Statue of Liberty. 

These families came here to work. They came to build. 

Others came to America in different ways, from other lands, under 

di!ferent, often harrowing conditions, but this place symbolizes 

what they all managed to build, no matter where they came from or 

how they came or how much they suffered. 
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They helped to build that magnificent city across the river. 

The-Y spread across :the land building other cities and towns and 

incredibly productive farms. 

They came to make America work. They didn't ask what this 

country could do for them but what they could do to make this 

refuge the greatest home of freedom in history. 

They brought with them courage, ambition and the values of 

family, neighborhood, work, peace and freedom. They came from 

different lands but they shared the same values, the same dream. 

Today a President of the United States would have us believe 

that dream is over or at least in need of change. 

Jimmy Carter's Administration tells us that the descendants 

of those who sacrificed to start again in this land of freedom may 

have to abandon the dream that drew their ancestors to a new life 

in a new land. 

The Carter record is a litany of despair, of broken promises, 

of sacred trusts abandoned and forgotten. 

Eight million out of work. Inflation running at 18 percent 

in the first quarter of 1980. Black unemployment at about 14 

percent, higher than any single year since the government began 

keeping separate statistics. Four straight major deficits run up 

by Carter and his friends in Congress. The highest interest rates 

since the Civil War -- reaching at times close to 20 percent 

lately down to more than 11 percent but now going up again --

- MORE -

7 



- 3 -

productivity falling for six straight quarters among the most 

productive people in history. 

Through his inflation he has raised taxes on the American 

people by 30 percent -- while their real income has risen only 20 

percent. He promised he would not increase taxes for the low and 

middle-income people -- the workers of America. Then he imposed 

on American families the largest single tax increase in history. 

His answer to all of this misery? 

He tries to tell us that we are •only• in a recession, not a 

depression, as if definitions words -- relieve our suffering. 

Let it show on the record that when the American people cried 

out for economic help, Jimmy Carter took refuge behind a 

dictionary. Well if it's a definition he wants, I'll give him 

one. A recession is when your neighbor loses his job. A 

depression is when you lose yours. Recovery is when Jimmy Carter 

loses his. 

I have talked with unemployed workers all across this 

country. I have heard their views on what Jimmy Carter has done 
' 

to them and their families. 

They aren't interested in semantic quibbles. They are out of 

work and they know who put them out of work. And they know the 

difference between a recession and a depression. 

Let Mr. Carter go to their homes, look their children in the 

eye and argue with them that it is 'only' a recession that put dad 

or mom out of work. 
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Let him go to the unemployment lines and lecture those 

workers who have been betrayed on what is the proper definition 

for their widespread economic misery. 

Human tragedy, human misery, the crushing of the human 

spirit. They do not need defining they need action. 

And it is action, in the form of jobs, lower taxes, and an 

expanded economy that -- as President -- I intend to provide. 

Call this human tragedy whatever you want. Whatever it is, 

it is Jimmy Carter's. He caused it. He tolerates it. And he ls 

going to answer to the American people for it. 

Last week, more than three years after he became President, 

he finally came up with what he calls a new economic program. It 

is his 5th new economic program in 3 1/2 years. He talks as if 

someone else has been in charge these past few years. With two 

months to go until the election he rides to the rescue now with a 

crazy-quilt of obvious election-year promises which he'll ask 

Congress for -- next year. After three years of neglect, the 

misery, of unemployment, inflation, high taxes, dwindling earning 

power and inability to save -- after all this, American workers 

have now been discovered by this administration. 

Well it won't work. It is cynical. It is political. And it 

is too late. The damage is done and every American family knows 

who did it. 
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In 1976 he said he would never use unemployment as an 

economic tool to fight inflation., In 1980 he called for an 

increase in unemployment -- to fight inflation. 

In 1976 he said he would bring unemployment and inflation 

down to 3 percent. 

Who can believe him? Unemployment is now around 8 percent, 

inflation is 12 1/2. 

And most of us have begun to realize that so long as Carter 

policies are in effect, the next four years will be as dark as the 

last four. 

But here, beside the torch that many times before in our 

nation's history has cast a golden light in times of gloom, I 

pledge to you I'll bring a new message of hope to all America. 

I look forward to meeting Mr. Carter in debate, confronting 

him with the whole sorry record of his Administration -- the 

record he prefers not to mention. If he ever finally agrees to 

the kind of first debate the American people want -- which I'm 

beginning to doubt -- he'll answer to them and to me. 

This country needs a new administration, with a renewed 

dedication to the dream of America -- an administration that will 

give that dream new life and make America great again! 

Restoring and revitalizing that dream will take bold action. 

On this day, dedicated to American working men and women, may 

I tell you the vision I have of a new administration and of a new 
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Congress, filled with new members dedicated to the values we honor 

todaJ? 

Beginning in January of 1981, American workers will once 

again be heeded. Their needs and values will be acted upon in 

Washington. I will consult with representatives of organized 

labor on those matters concerning the welfare of the working 

people of this nation. 

I happen +-_o be the only president of a union ever to .be a 

candidate for President of the United States. 

As president of my union -- the Screen Actors Guild -- I 

spent many hours with the late George Meany, whose love of this 

country and whose belief in a strong defense against all 

totalitarians is one of labor's greatest legacies. One year ago 

today on Labor Day George Meany told the American people: 

"As American workers and their families return from 
their summer vacations they face growing unemployment 
and inflation, a climate of economic anxiety and 
uncertainty." 

Well I pledge to you in his memory that the voice of the 

American worker will once again be heeded in Washington and that 

the climate of fear that he spoke of will no longer threaten 

workers and their families. 

When we talk about tax reduction, when we talk about ending 

inflation by stopping it where it starts -- in Washington -- we 

are talking about a way to bring labor and management together for 
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America. We are talking about jobs, and productivity and wages. 

We are talking about 6oing away ~ith Jimmy Carter's view of a 

no-growth policy, an ever-shrinking economic pie with smaller 

pieces for each of us. 

That's no answer. We can have a bigger pie with bigger 

slices for everyone. I believe that together you and I can bake 

that bigger pie. We can make that dream that brought so many of 

us or our parents and grandparents to this land live once more. 

Let us work to protect the human right to acquire and own a 

home, and make sure that that right is extended to as many 

Americans as possible. A home is part of that dream. 

I want to work in Washington to roll back the crushing burden 

of taxation that limits investment, production, and the generation 

of real wealth for our people. A job, and savings, and hope for 

our children is part of that dream. 

I want to help Americans of every race, creed and heritage 

keep and build that sense of community which is at the heart of 

America, for a decent neighborh~od is part of that dream. 

We will work to strengthen the small business sector which 

creates most of the new jobs we need for our people. Small 

business needs relief from government paperwork, relief from 

over-regulation, relief from a host of governmentally-created 

problems that defeat the effort of creative men and women. A 

chance to invest, build and produce new wealth is part of the 

dream. 
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But restoring the American dream requires more than restoring 

a sound, productiv~ economy, vitally important as that is. It 

requires a return to spiritual and moral values, values so deeply 

held by those who came here to build a new life. We need to 

restore those values in our daily life, in our neighborhoods and 

in our government's dealings with the other nations of the world. 

These are the values inspiring those brave workers in Poland. 

The values that have inspired other dissidents under Communist 

domination. They remind us that where free unions and collective 

bargaining are forbidden, freedom is lost. They remind us that 

freedom is never more than one generation away from extinction. 

You and I must protect and preserve freedom here or it will not be 

passeu on to our children. Today the workers in Poland are 

showing a new generation how high is the price of freedom but how 

much it is worth that price. 

I want more than anything I've ever wanted, to have an 

administration that will, through its actions, at home and in the 

international arena, let millions of people know that Miss Liberty 

still "lifts her lamp beside the golden door." Through our 

international broadcasting stations -- the Voice of America, 

Radio Free Europe, and the others -- let us send, loud and clear, 

the message that this generation of Americans intends to keep that 

lamp shining; that this dream, this last best hope of man on 

earth, this nation under God, shall not perish from the earth. We 

will instead carry on the building of an American economy that 
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once again holds forth real opportunity for all, we shall continue 

to be a symbol of freedom and guardian of the eternal values that 

so inspired those who came to this port of entry. 

Let us pledge to each other, with this Great Lady looking on, 

that we can, and so help us God, we will make America great 

again. 

t t t t 
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It is fitting that on Labor Day, we meet beside the waters of 

New York harbor, with the eyes of Miss Liberty on our gathering 

and in the words of. the poet whose lines are inscribed at her 

feet, "The air bridged harbor that twin cities frame." 

Through this "Golden Door," under the gaze of that "Mother of 

Exiles," have come millions of men and women, who first stepped 

foot on American soil right there, on Ellis Island, so close to 

the Statue of Liberty. 

These families came here to work. They came to build. 

Others came to America in different ways, from other lands, under 

di~ferent, often harrowing conditions, but this place symbolizes 

what they all managed to build, no matter where they came from or 

how they came or how much they suffered. 
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They helped to build that magnificent city across the river. 

They spread across ~he ~and building other cities and towns and 

incredibly productive farms. 

They came to make America work. They didn't ask what this 

country could do for them but what they could do to make this 

refuge the greatest home of freedom in history. 

They brought with them courage, ambition and the values of 

family, neighborhood, work, peace and freedom. They came from 

different lands but they shared the same values, the same dream. 

Today a President of the United States would have us believe 

that dream is over or at least in need of change. 

Jimmy Carter's Administration tells us that the descendants 

of those who sacrificed to start again in this land of freedom may 

have to abandon the dream that drew their ancestors to a new life 

in a new land. 

The Carter record is a litany of despair, of broken promises, 

of sacred trusts abandoned and forgotten. 

Eight million out of work. Inflation running at 18 percent 

in the first quarter of 1980. Black unemployment at about 14 

percent, higher than any single year since the government began 

keeping separate statistics. Four straight major deficits run up 

by Carter and his friends in Congress. The highest interest rates 

since the Civil War -- reaching at times close to 20 percent 

lately down to more than 11 percent but now going up again --
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productivity falling for six straight quarters among the most 

productive people in history. 

Through his inflation he has raised taxes on ·the American 

people by 30 percent -- while their real income has risen only 20 

percent. He promised he would not increase taxes for the low and 

middle-income people -- the workers of America. Then he imposed 

on American families the largest single tax increase in history. 

His answer to all of this misery? 

He tries to tell us that we are •only• in a recessio~, not a 

depression, as if definitions words -- relieve our suffering. 

Let it show on the record that when the American people cried 

out for economic help, Jimmy Carter took refuge behind a 

dictionary. Well if it's a definition he wants, I'll give him 

one. A recession is when your neighbor loses his job. A 

depression is when you lose yours. Recovery is when Jimmy Carter 

loses his. 

I have talked with unemployed workers all across this 

country. I have heard their views on what Jimmy Carter has done 
' 

to them and their families. 

They aren't interested in semantic quibbles. They are out of 

work and they know who put them out of work. And they know the 

difference between a recession and a depression. 

Let Mr. Carter go to their homes, look their children in the 

eye and argue with them that it is 'only' a recession that put dad 

or mom out of work. 
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Let him go to the unemployment lines and lecture those 

workers who have been betrayed o~ what is the proper definition 

for their widespread economic misery. 

Human tragedy, human misery, the crushing of the human 

spirit. They do not need defining they need action. 

And it is action, in the form of jobs, lower taxes, and an 

expanded economy that -- as President -- I intend to provide. 

Call this human tragedy whatever you want. Whatever it is, 

it is Jimmy Carter's. He caused it. He tolerates it. And he is 

going to answer to the American people for it. 

Last week, more than three years after he became President, 

he finally came up with what he calls a new economic program. It 

is his 5th new economic program in 3 1/2 years. He talks as if 

someone else has been in charge these past few years. With two 

months to go until the election he rides to the rescue now with a 

crazy-quilt of obvious election-year promises which he'll ask 

Congress for -- next year. After three years of neglect, the 

misery, of unemployment~ inflation, high taxes, dwindling earning 

power and inability to save -- after all this, American workers 

have now been discovered by this administration. 

Well it won't work. It is cynical. It is political. And it 

is too late. The damage is done and every American family knows 

who did it. 
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In 1976 he said he would never use unemployment as an 

economic tool to fight inflation.. In 1980 he called for an 

increase in unemployment -- to fight inflation. 

In 1976 he said he would bring unemployment and inflation 

down to 3 percent. 

Who can believe him? Unemployment is now around 8 percent, 

inflation is 12 1/2. 

And most of us have begun to realize that so long as Carter 

policies are in effect, the next four years will be as dark as the 

last four. 

But here, beside the torch that many times before in our 

nation's history has cast a golden light in times of gloom, I 

pledge to you I'll bring a new message of hope to all America. 

I look forward to meeting Mr. Carter in debate, confronting 

him with the whole sorry record of his Administration -- the 

record he prefers not to mention. If he ever finally agrees to 

the kind of first debate the American people want -- which I'm 

beginning to doubt -- he' l l answer to them and to me. 

This country needs a new administration, with a renewed 

dedication to the dream of America -- an administration that will 

give that dream new life and make America great again! 

Restoring and revitalizing that dream will take bold action. 

On this aay, dedicated to American working men and women, may 

I tell you the vision I have of a new administration and of a new 
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Congress, filled with new members dedicated to the values we honor 

todaJ? 

Beginning in January of 1981, American workers will once 

again be heeded. Their needs and values will be acted upon in 

Washington. I will consult with representatives of organized 

labor on those matters concerning the welfare of the working 

people of this nation. 

I happen t.o be the only president of a union ever to .be a 

candidate for President of the United States. 

As president of my union -- the Screen Actors Guild -- I 

spent many hours with the late George Meany, whose love of this 

country and whose belief in a strong defense against all 

totalitarians is one of labor's greatest legacies. One year ago 

today on Labor Day George Meany told the American people: 

"As American workers and their families return from 
their summer vacations they face growing unemployment 
and inflation, a climate of economic anxiety and 
uncertainty." 

Well I pledge to you in his memory that the voice of the 

American worker will once again be heeded in Washington and that 

the climate of fear that he spoke of will no longer threaten 

workers and their families. 

When we talk about tax reduction, when we talk about ending 

inflation by stopping it where it starts -- in Washington -- we 

are talking about a way to bring labor and management together for 
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America. We are talking about jobs, and productivity and wages. 

We are talking about 6oing away ~ith Jimmy Carter's view of a 

no-growth policy, an ever-shrinking economic pie with smaller 

pieces for each of us. 

That's no answer. We can have a bigger pie with bigger 

slices for everyone. I believe that together you and I can bake 

that bigger pie. We can make that dream that brought so many of 

us or our parents and grandparents to this and live once more. 

Let us work to protect the human right to acquire and own a 

home, and make sure that that right is extended to as many 

Americans as possible. A home is part of that dream. 

I want to work in Washington to roll back the crushing burden 

of taxation that limits investment, production, anp the generation 

of real wealth for our people. A job, and savings, and hope for 

our children is part of that dream. 

I want to help Americans of every race, creed and heritage 

keep and build that sense of community which is at the heart of 

America, for a decent neighborh~od is part of that dream. 

We will work to strengthen the small business sector which 

creates most of the new jobs we need for our people. Small 

business needs relief from government paperwork, relief from 

over-regulation, relief from a host of governmentally-created 
' 

problems that defeat the effort of creative men and women. A 

chance to invest, build and produce new wealth is part of the 

dream. 
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But restoring the American dream requires more than restoring 

a sound, productive economy, vit~lly important as that is. It 

requires a return to spiritual and moral values, values so deeply 

held by those who came here to build a new life. We need to 

restore those values in our daily l i fe, in our neighborhoods and 

in our government's dealings with the other nations of the world. 

These are the values inspiring those brave workers in Poland. 

The values that have inspired other dissidents under Communist 

domination. They remind us that where free unions and collective 

bargaining are forbidden, freedom is lost. They remind us that 

freedom is never more than one generation away from extinction. 

You and I must protect and preserve freedom here or it will not be 

passe<l on to our children. Today the workers in Poland are 

showing a new generation how high is the price of freedom but how 

much it is worth that price. 

I want more than anything I've ever wanted, to have an 

administration that will, through its actions, at home and in the 

international arena, let millions of people know that Miss Liberty 

still "lifts her lamp beside the golden door." Through our 

international broadcasting stations -- the Voice of America, 

Radio Free Europe, and the others -- let us send, loud and clear, 

the message that this generation of Americans intends to keep that 

lamp shining; that this dream, this last best hope of man on 

earth, this nation under God, shall not perish from the earth. We 

will instead carry on the building of an American economy that 
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once again holds forth real opportunity for all, we shall continue 

to be a symbol of freedom and guardian of the eternal values that 

so inspired those who came to this port of entry. 

Let us pledge to each other, with this Great Lady looking on, 

that we can, and so help us God, we will make America great 

again. 

t t t t 




