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• 5 Sept. 1980 

TO: Mike Deaver 

FROM: Bob Garrick 

Herewith, suggestions for the St. Joseph R&JJ:y for Comm •Bo. 
The personalized lead into the remarks from Bill Gavin might 

localize the situation. 

XX X 



To: Bob Garrick 

From: Bill Gavin {jJ 
Re: St. Joseph's College Rally. 

September 5,1980 

Paul Westhead (a former neighbor of mine) is now coach of the 

world champion Los Angeles Lakers.He is also an alumnus of St. 

Joe's. Perhaps RR might want to make reference to this by 

saying at the beginning of his remarks. 

nrt's good to be here at St. Joseph's college, known for 

its distinguished academic achievements and for thexRw:aRaxksc 

athletic program that has made the name "Hawks" known all over 

the country. As a citizen of California and Los iul~exsx Angeles, 

I w~~t to thank you for giVing us Paul We sthead, coach of the 

champion Lakers and a distinguished alumnus of St. Joe's. This 

school knows how to produce champions and winners and I hope some of 

it rubs off today." 



Suggested Remarks for St. Joseph College Fieldhouse Rally in 

Philadelphia, September 7, 1980. 

(~he following might be used as part of the basic speech} 

I thought that since I am in such a distinguished academic 

setting, I would try to follow the example shown by scholars 

and provide you with some documentation of what Mr. Carter has 

said--and what he has done. 

Let me give you a few examples: 

In an interview with Fortune magazine in May 1976, he 

said: "I don't see any reason why the permanent level of 

inflation can't be as low as 2 or 3 percent." 

Today we all know the reason the inflation rate isn't at 
, . 

2 per cent: Jimmy Carter. 

In his latest version of the oldest established permanent 

floating crap game in government -- the Carter economy -- he 

tells us that if we give him four more years he just might be 

able to bring inflation down to 6 per cent. 

Only under Carter economics is it considered a triumph to 

aim for an inflation rate at the end of 8 years that is higher 

than it was at the beginning of those 8 years. 

In an interview with Business Week Magazine, May 3, 1~76, 

he said, "We can have a balanced budget if I"m President. There 

is no way now to estimate benefits to be derived from top 

competent management of government." 



-2-

After four years of Carter economics, there still is no way 

we can estimate benefits from competent management because we 

haven't seen any. 

At the end of that same interview he was asked: "How do 

you categorize your brand of economics ••. ?" 

His answer is one I cherish. He said: 

"How would you describe ' me? I don't know." 

We know now, don't we? 

, . 
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In· a speech to the National Conference of Catholic Charities, 

on October 4, 1976, Jimmy Carter said that he ' was "deeply concerned" 

about the impact "the economy is having on family life in America." 

That was when the rate of inflation was 4.8 per cent not the 

12 or 15 or even 18 per cent annual rates we've had under Jimmy Carter. 

If he is deeply concerned about what he's done to the economy he 

certainly has a funny way of showing it. 

And b y the way- - when Jimmy Carter speaks of his love for 

education as he often does, why doesn't he tell us why he has 

fought legislation that would offer tuition tax credits to parents 

sending their children to parochial and private schools? 

By fighting this needed measure--which is supported by the 

Republican Party and which I wholeheartedly support, he is saying 

to millions of parents--not all of whom are Catholics by any means 

--that he isn't concerned about them or their right to have their 

children educated in schools that teach the values we cherish. 



MEMORANDUM 

September 3, 1980 

TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

Bill Casey 
Ed Meese 

Paul Russo 

Governor Reagan's Social Security Statement 

Attached for your review is a statement on social 

security, prepared by our House Core Group - Evans, 

Campbell, Kemp, etc. 

It is their strong suggestion that the statement 

~e used by the Governor at the Philadelphia Senior 
~ 

Citizens Day event on Sunday, September 7th in Phil-

adelphia. 

cc 
attachment 
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To: Bob Garrick , 

Fr: Bill Savin~ 

September .1"1980 
4t ff p'ilff'. 

/{)."3• "'·~· 

Re: Additions, deletions, i.1sertions for "Philadelphia" speech 

as per suggestions made by senior staff: 

Page 1. sixth line from top. Take out "world" and insert 

"more" in its place, eliminating the use of the hyphen. 

page 2. Timmons suggests taking out the words "and his friends in 

Congress" from line 12 and replacing them with"administration". This 

will mean that the word the" will have to come before "Cartef in the 

same line. I do not know why this is necessary but I pass it 

along since it can't do any damage.My only question is : what is 
.. 

wrong"with hitting the Congress, even in wildest Philadelphia.?But 

I guess the point is that the city is so Democratic we don't want 

to raise the issue of our, he, he, differences. 

page 3. the sixth line from the bottom beginning:"are twice as bad ... " 

change to"have been twice as bad, three times as bad." That takes care 

of the former 18% inflation rate and the current rate. 

Drew Lewis wanted to know if there is a National Grandparents' 

Day. There is, well-documented. · 

If any more suggestions come in before 12:00 noon tomorrow I 

will incorporate them i1a final memo to you. But this is what I 

have up until this time. 

P.S. Attached is suggested ("strongly" suggested) laggugae 
from Congressmen Evans, Kemp, etc. 
This should go to the Governor as is so that he can make the 

decision. (I have only one copy ofthis--all the copying machines 
are on the blink, so make a copy for Meese). 



MICKEY EDWARDS 
F I FTH D I STRICT. OKLAHOMA 
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J!,ouse of l\epresentatiue, 

ffia.sbington. ll.~. 20515 

REAGAN'S SOCIAL SECURITY STATEMENT 

COMMl"n'EIE:$ 1 

EDUCATION AND LABOR 

INTERIOR AND INSULAR AFFAIRS 

CHAIRMAN 
TASK FORCE 0 N OVERSIGHT 

AND FEDERAL REGULAT IONS 

SUBCOMMI i"TEE A SSIGNMENTS: 

HEALTH ANC SAFE.f Y 

( R AN KING MEMS !': R) 

POSTSECO NDARY !':OUCAT ION 

LA BOR ST AN0ARDS 

E N ER GY A N O TH E ENVIRONMENT 

NATIONAL PARKS 

I am firmly committed to protecting our nation's Social Security system, 
both for the senior citizens today and for younger Americans who will 
be our senior citizens tomorrow. Under the Carter administration, with 
its . terrible economic policies, people are losing confidence in the 
Social Security system, and yet Social Security affects the lives of 
more Americans than any other federal program. About thirty-five million 
Americans already are receiving Social Security benefits, and I say their 
rights must be protected. One hundred and fourteen million Americans are 
paying heavily into Social Security now. They expect to receive benefits 
some day. I believe their rights also must be protected. 

It's no wonder people are losing confidence in the Social Security system. 
Presiderrt Carter's Advisory Counci l on Socia l Security recommended that 
the Federal government tax Social Security benefits. I oppose a tax on 
Social Security benefits now and I s hall oppose it as President. Those 
benefits were earned through the hard work of many people over the years, 
and those benefits must be protected . 

The Social Security syst.em must remain strong. People have worked hard 
and paid into that system. I guarantee t hat as President I will work to 
protect all the benefits they earned , whether they are entitled to receive 
those benefits now or in the future. 



~ enator Paul Laxalt 

l,«lmbassador Anne Armstrong /,;,;.!5%: 
~ illiam Casey 

Edward neese 

~ m Ba k er 

✓nean Burch 
(:or A~ assador George Bush) 

/4ter Daily 

~!ike Dea ,er 

0're rJ Lewis 

vt:n Nofziger 

~ erne Orr 

~ 11 Timmons .3','~5 r/~,, 
~ ck Wirthlin 

~ chard Allen . 

2 Sept. 1980 

Frol'I: 

OuT AT: 

I.Afa r t in Anderson ~ / 0 : -3 0 Cl,.,,1,1v 

Jim Brady 

~ Gray 

Others 

' . . . 
-~•-i•.,·:. ,.. ------ -- -.. ':' ......... :,l...)l="'f1' •.',,. " '..: ·.1-: 1 .. l.;,; ...... ~'"1'-.a:.:.! ~.8r!t..:..~-~ ....... .. ~.., p-·.·,ir ~·i:.,_. • 
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TO: 

FROM: 

Bo b Garrick 

Bill Gav in 

Sept. 4, 1980 
9:30 a.m. 

-

Sugges t e d i nsert in Te x t of "Philadelphia Senior 

Citizen Rema rks " for Se pte mber 7, 1980. These lines would 

be inserted at t he bottom of p age four, right after the 

sentence about Soci a l Se cur ity which ends " •.. millions 

of Americans." Then the following would be inserted: 

"Now I know that you ' v e been hearing from others what 

they think my views are on t h is crucial issue. So I thought 

today you'd want to hear my vie ws as! see them and as I 

will continue to see them as Pres ident. Let me repeat: 

As President, I will defend the integrity of the Social 

Security system." 

Bob -- Then we pick it up on the top of the next 

page (5) with the other sentence about his cowmitment to 

Social Security. 



Draft #1 (WFG) 
9-3-80 
2:00 p.m. 

PHILADELPHIA "SUPER SENIOR SUNDAY" REMARKS 

Philadelphia is proud to be known as city of neighborhoods. 

I think all of them must be here today. 

It is fitting that we should meet here. Philadelphia's 

museum of art is a symbol of the great cultural heritage you are 

so justly proud of. And, of course, these steps have been made 

world-famous by "Rocky." They symbolize determination, hope, a 

belief in a dream. 

The new dream we all have for a better America can begin 

soon--this November. 

In Ben Franklin's city, where our nation first announced its 

independence to the world, we are reminded in a special way that 

older Americans want and deserve the kind of compassion and 

effectiveness and responsiveness from government that the Founders 

envisioned. 

In 17761 when, in this city, the Declaration of Independence 

was proclaimed, one out of every fifty Americans was 65 years of 

age or older. In 1980 one out of every nine Americans is 65 or 

over. 

In 1776, in this city, the Founders gave us a Declaration of 

Independence. But in the past four years, Jimmy Carter has given 

us something different. He's given us a Declaration of 

Indifference 

--indifference to the plight of the homeowner, 



--indifference to the worker, 

--indifference to the young just starting out, and 

especially 

--indifference to older Americans whose happiness and peace 

of mind depend on a strong, sound economy. 

The Carter record is a litany of despair, of broken promises, 

of sacred trusts abandoned and forgotten. 

Eight million people out of work. Inflation running nearly 

three times as high as four years ago. Black unemployment at 

about 14 percent, higher than any single year since the government 

began keeping separate statistics. Four straight major deficits 

run up by Carter and his friends in Congress. The highest 

interest rates since the Civil War--reaching at times close to 20 

percent--lately down to more than 11 percent but now going up 

again--productivity falling for six straight quarters among the 

most productive people in history. 

He promised he would not increase taxes for the lower and 

middle-income people--the workers of America. Then he imposed on 

American families the largest single tax increase in history. 

Directly and indirectly, this crushing burden has fallen 

heavily upon you and other Americans who have contributed so much 

to building your country into a dynamic nation, proud to be 

"Number One." 

I am particularly aware of what the Carter policies have done 

to women over 65. They are the fastest growing group of poor in 



America today. (According to testimony before the Pension 

Subcommittee of the Senate Finance Committee, April 3, 1979.) 

They are tragic victims of the Carter Declaration of 

Indifference. 

Our older Americans are an important, vital part of the 

community t h at makes America strong. 

3 

Our older Americans want a government that will keep its 

promises to t he m and meet its commitments to them. Today I pledge 

such a government to you. 

If you want to take a look at the future as it would be under 

Mr. Carter, let me quote what Jimmy Carter was saying four years 

ago. In 1976 he said: "Older people with fixed incomes fear the 

day that their lives are squeezed. An elderly person on a fixed 

retirement check buys inferior food, maybe has to leave one's own 

home ••• " 

That's what Jimmy Carter thought of inflation when it was 
.S CX 

below -- percent. What in the world does he expect us to think 

of it today, when--because of his policies--it is in double 

digits? 

Using his own commentary on the evils of inflation, things 

are twice as bad, three times as bad today. 

But he wants us to forget about that. He doesn't want to 

talk about his record. He doesn't want to talk about what his 

policies have done because he's ashamed of his record. 

But I'm here today to tell you that, together, we can have a 

new beginning. 



As Governor of California I cared about older citizens and I 

did something about their problems: 

I approved cost of living increases in senior citizens aid 

and provided $46 million in new property tax relief for senior 

citizens, ranging from 32 percent for those at the $6,000 a year 

income level to more than 80 percent at $3,000 a year and below, 

and up to 92 percent in the lowest income bracket. 

And in case I need any reminder of what we owe to older 

Americans--and I don't--I have the example set by Nancy when we 

were in California. 

She has been and is today this nation's most ardent supporter 

of the Foster Grandparents program. This program brings together 

the elements that make up a sense of community for all Americans: 

those in need, those who can help, and an awful lot of love. The 

experience and the tenderness, the love and the wisdom that only 

older citizens can bring to the care of children is at the heart 

of this program. Nancy saw this program work in California and 

through her help, we have seen it expand into other states and is 

part of a federal program as well. 

So we will bring to Washington a commitment to the need and 

the hopes of older Americans, a proven record of accomplishment. 

And it is on this record I intend to build a growing 

commitment to your needs. As President : 

--I will defend the integrity of the Social Security system, 

the foundation of the economic life of millions of Americans. 

7 



That system will be strong and reliable and protected under a 

Reagan Administration. 

--I will see to it that the promises made by government to 

every older American under the Medicare and other programs are 

kept. 

--I will institute real tax reforms that can help older 

Americans retain their dignity, their self-respect, and their 

self-reliance as productive members of society. I will not 

tolerate, and will fight with all my strength, the inexcusable 

waste, fraud, and abuse of government programs. Many of these 

programs are aimed at older Americans. 

A May 31, 1979, Congressional Joint Economic Committee report 

cited a Justice Department estimate that deliberate fraud and 

abuse accounted for one to ten percent of the federal 

programs--that's $2.5 to $25 billion. "That excludes waste," the 

report noted. Including waste would give a much higher figure. 

This waste is not only economically unacceptable, it is an 

insult to millions of older Americans who have to watch every 

penny, to scrimp and save while the federal government squanders 

tax dollars. 

They know where those tax dollars come from and they are 

tired of hearing the same old excuses about how it can't be 

helped. It can be helped and we know it. 

I say it's time the federal government starts watching every 

penny and older Americans start getting their money's worth out of 

taxes and their full value out of social security and pensions! 



That's the spirit I'm going to bring to Washington. That's 

the spirit of Philadelphia. That's the spirit that older 

Americans want to see once more in government. 

And so on these steps, on Grandparents Day, I say to you, in 

that great spirit: 

"Yes, we can!" And now let's get on with the job. 

With your help, with your vote--and I need and want both, and 

do not hesitate to ask for them--we will start that task in 

January 1981. 

Thank you. 

1 

0 



. /11~ D.&x ,o Pt.A-1'1 ~ 

F ~ R ', ED tt\E:ES E 
Col"l\. p f 4, -+e 4 

\ PM - '1/LI 
(f,wcz..V\ ~~ ~ c..hl~r) 

FRoV\ • 
• Bob G,-1}1<. R I <. l~ 

Sept. 4 , 1 9 8 0 
9:30 a.m. 

Suggested insert in Text of "Philadelphia Senior 

Citizen Remarks" for Septemter 7, 1980. These lines would 

be inserted at the bottom of page four , right after the 

sentence about Social Security which ends " ... millions 

of Americans." Then the following would be inserted: 

today you'd want to hear my views as I see them and as I 

wil l continue to see them as President . Let me repeat : 

As Pre sident , I will defend the integrity of the Social 

Security system-:-,, -- -

__ , --page -c srmttf"'-the=-otfrer sentence 

1 



Draft #1 (WFG) 
9-3-80 
2:00 p.m. 

PHILADELPHIA "SUPER SENIOR SUNDAY" REMARKS 

Philadelphia is proud to be known as city of neighborhoods. 

. -- . - . 

- -- --fp·-=1-s ~ 1 1.ng . Phi rad e 1 pn i-aTs--=·= ==-==-~ 

museum of art is a symbol of the great cultural heritage you are 

so j ustly proud of. And, of course, these steps have been made 

world-famou s by "Rocky." They symbolize determination, hope, a 

belief in a dream • 
... 

The new ·dream we all have for a better America can begin 

-------e::oon-thi-s-Novem~----r-------------------------------­

Tn Ben Franklin's _city, where our nat~~ f~t announced its 

older Americans want and deserve the kind of compassion and 

effectiveness and responsiveness from government that the Founders 

envisioned. 
- ----

In J:776 1_whe_E, in this city, the Declaration of Independence 

wa s proclaime d, -one out of every fifty Amer i-eans was- 65 yea-rs -Of-~-~~ 

age or -older. 

ver . -·--

In 177 6, :1:_n thj..s_ cit_y, ~_the v~.i.!n ers -~ga~~ ~~ ~ Declai:-ut ion of 

I n e pen : c - ~ c • 0 u t i n the r ::i st f -::• v t' ye a r s , J i rnmy Ca r er h :- s g i v e n 

• ._s r: -

.. ! . ' 1., : 

,. 
< JL 



--ind i ffe r ence to the worker , 

--indifference to the young just a nd 

--indifference to older Americans whose happiness and 

_.. -- --r e cord -i s - a · 1 , · . , ·- ---

of s acred trusts abandoned a nd forgotten. 

Eight million people out of work . Inflation r unning nP. arl y 

t hree times as high a s f o ur years ago. Bl a ck une mployment a t 

abou t 14 perce n t , highe r than an y single year si nce t he gove rnmen t 

began keep i ng sepa r ate statistics. Four straight major deficits 

r-u n-up -by-€-a r-t-e r and---h is- fr i-end s · n-C-011-g re s s -.--Th e-- ll-½h e·- ----- ----

perc-e11 __ 

aga in--product i vity fall ing f or si x straight quarters a mong t he 

most productive pe ople i n h is t ory . 

--------
~-- _J!_e p~o~ i ?ed he would not i ncrease taxes f o r the l ower and 

mrdd l e - in c ome p e op l e - -the · worker s o f erica. The n he i mposed -on--- - - -

~ ~ Amer-fc~n }a~ilies the "1.~rq e st sing l e t ax increase in history.--_ -=.:.___;.......;.:::=== 
--:~;;;....,c= - - -· Di rectly - an d i nd i re'ctly t this cnrs ing burden h as f allen 

-
h e_a v i ly upon you and other AmPr · cans w -10 .: :.ve contri b ut ed so rn.uch 

t o hu ildi•: 0 ~",u r cou 1t r y ' nLu rl •'t :... ;._ :.ai...'..on , p i: ,ud to be 

I • 



----------
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America today. (According to testimony before the Pension 

Subcommittee of the Senate Finance Committee, April 3, 1979.) 

- . ·~- ----- ----

Indifference. 

Our older Americans want a government that will keep its 

promises to them and meet its commitments to them. Today I pledge 

such a government to you. 

If you want to take a look at the future as it would be under 

Mr. Carter, let'me quote what Ji mmy Carter was saying four years 

a o. In 1976 he said: "Older people with fixed incomes fear the 

day that their lives are squeezed. An elderly person on a fixed 
--·- -- :;::;:::;====c:::==-

--£..iremen - ~e_".Qn.e ' s wn -~--=-=-, 

home ••• " 

- of it today, when--because of his policies--it -is in double 

_Using ~his_~own _ commeota_ry _on the e_ ils of _inflation, _things 

~Lee .::as __ b_ad, th_ree _ti_mes as bad today. 

But he want-_s 1.1s to forge a out that. ne doPsn ' t want to 

talk about his 1:'."GC:.· HP <loes n 't want to t-,·, tk ~~·.n11t ;..;h a t his 

\.-. ...... ' C! , ,._ ..::, 

Lo l·c 11 



As Governor of California I cared about older citizens and I 

and provided $46-milli-o~__:-i~ ne~_ proper~y- tax relief for senior 

income level to more than 80 percent at $3,000 a year and below , 

and up to 92 percent in the lowest income bracket. 

And in case I need any reminder of what we owe to older 

Americans - -and I don't--! have the example set by Nancy when we 

were in California. 
~ 

She has been and is today this nation's most ardent supporter 

of the Foster Grandparents program. This program brings together 

--e- el-ement-s=that=make=u --=- :=s-ense--o.f- conum:mi=ty for --al-l-Amer---i~ns • -- ----
_---~-::::=;-.---==---. ~------__ - - -- -- -- --~ ---------

those in need, those who can help , and an awful lot of love. The 

___ _ experienc~ and tb-e tenderness, the love and the wisdom that only 
---- -- -----------------

older citizens can bring to the care of child r en is at the heart 

of this program. Nancy saw this program work in California an d 
----·- - - - --- -

through-her help,- ·we hav-e seen it -expand into other s t a:..es a nd is 

of _~ _federal program as well. 

hopes of- older Am ricans, a proven r ecor d of accomplishme nt. 

- And it is on this record I intend to bui l d a •Jl.Owing 

, n,11mi. t-ment t o y our ne,_r~~. ,s Presiden t : 

,·. __ -un(1clti on o f ihe:.. · ..... 1 . ..., life -'f . -' .. . . . ' -, . 

.. 



. --

That system will be strong and reliable and protected under a 

Reagan Administration. 

- . ·-. -•---~--- - . - . --
every older American under the Medicare and other programs are 

Americans retain their dignity , their self-respect, and their 

self-reliance as productive members of society. I will not 

tolerate, and will fight with all my strength, the inexcusable 

waste , fraud, and abuse of government programs. Many of these 

programs are a i~ed at older Americans. 

s 

A Ma 31, 1979, Congressional Joint Economic Commit tee report 
-----

cited a Justice Department estimate that deliberate fraud and 

programs--that's $2.S to $25 billion. "That excludes waste," the 

report note • Inc u 1ng was e - wou 

This waste is not only economically unacceptable , it is an 

insult to millions of older Americans who- have - to· ---watch every 

___ penny J:.o _scrimp "and say~ whiJejh__e~ federal overnment s uanders 

~- --tax d0----l-lars ·==== 

.. ---
- -·:_ They kno-w:=where-::1:h-o·_se=---t_ax_d_ollars -co~ -.frQ..m - ?'"fl9 - they .are- -= 

ti n:d of -hearing the s ame o d excuses about how it "' "' n 't be 

he l pnd. It an be helped ~~d we know it . 

-,.---cc-=----

r 'Y i; ' s 1 .i.1ne t he r.-'l_r,;l governITi eL .t si:2rts ·;· ~?: :~g Pvery 

rl t:. : I ,_ ul ( f 

:i .. - '"'\ ~-. I ,. 



That's the spirit I'm going to bring to Washington. That's 

spirit of Philadelphia. Th~l'? the spirit 

And so on these step~, in 

With your help, with your vote--and I need and want both, and 

do not hesitate to ask for them--we will start that task in 

January 1981. 

Thank you . 

-- -- - -

, 



September 4,1980 
12:30 p.m. 

In the Phi l adelphia speech, Stan• Anderson of Timmori's shop 

~~~~two -changas t 
---·- --

bottom of the page, scratch out: "the integrity of". Place the 

words "support and" in front of"defend" so that it reads: 

"As Pres i dent, I will support and defend the Social Security 

System" 

Since we repeat this line in the insert I gave you this morning, 

_____ _::t=he same correct ion should b~L ma<le__as_fQ~l....1l~o..l.Jw(Y_i2s_.._: _ ____________ _ _ _ _ 

I 
"Now I know that you' ve been hearing from others wqat they 

h1n- myv iews are on t his c rucmal issue . So I thought today you'd 

wan t to he ar my views as~ see t hem and as I will continue 

to see t hem 

b~ _no~ doubt : 

as Pr~esfden t. So- le t me r epeat so 
- svp Polr ,r~• 

As Pr esident, I willAdefend -

Social S-ecuri 1:Y system"- -:___ --_:_,·--: 

_He_ a l .e.o sugges t ~A _tha t _ 9n pa ge - 3 of the SaIJle -sp~e_ch - _, =-_ t h_e:_- _third ---= 

line fo r m the boL:lom , beginning, "pol icie s hn.ve c~-~ne", we t ake out the 

wo r ds " bec -"U :cs e he ' s a sh c::.:11.e d of his r el";nr d " an d replace th c--rr\ ,., i t h 

II :0 ,, ] 1 • -

' , I 

R i I 1 c· 
- / .C1 

. ' :- ( ~· 
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To Bob Garrick: 

From :Bill Gavin (}3 • 
-= - -

Sept. 4 1980 
:tilt0za::z111x 
9:30 a.m. 

- - - . Suggest~a--·· 1-~71~ 57:__e..-.,r _t_ in Tex_f -_~£:_-nPh-i _a_a~l1>!11-a __ ~~!i_l_<fr ~crt i ?~~~~Re_!tla!'.'K~ 

"Now I know that you ' ve been hearing from others wqat they 

think my views are on this crucmal issue. So I thought today you'd 

want to hear my views as~ see them and as I will continue 

to see them as President . • let me repeat: 

As President, I will defend the integrity of the 

Social Security system" 

the oth er sEj.tence about his committment to-Social Security. 

----· - --~-----~-~--=::... - -·- . ·---- --·~-~-
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SUNDAY" REMARKS 

Philadelph ia is proud to be known as city of neighborhoods. 

I think all of t h em must be here today. 

It is fitt ing t hat we should meet on these steps, made world­

famous by "Rocky . '' They symbolize determination, hope, a belief in 

a dream. Rocky finally realized that dream. And . in November the 

people of Philade lphia and of America will see the new beginning of 

their dream for a b e t ter America. 

You want inflati o n t o stop k illing your hopes and dreams. You 

want to have more of your h a rd-earned money in your pocket and not 

going to Washington . Yo u wa n t a j ob. You want a strong national 

defense. 

To all of these dema nds Ji y Car t er for four years, by his 

J 3 lack of action, has been saying : "No, we can't'' . 

But you prefer and I p re f e r the s pirit o f Ph iladelphia, the 

spirit of Rocky, and we're going to s ay "Yes we can!" 

We can have a strong America a ga in a nd we will1 starting in 

January of 1981 if you help us between now a nd November. 

There is more to toda y' s gathering than good friends, 

good food, good music and good fellowsh ip. 

I see a living commitment to the v alues of family, work and 

neighborhood. 

I see a commitment to the compact that binds all Americans, a 

pledge to each other of all that is best in our lives for the sake 

of our country. Today, all along this majestic parkway, that compact 

is seen in action. 
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In Ben Franklin's city , where our nation first announced its 

ind e p endence to t h e wo rld , we are reminded in a special way that 

older Ame ri can s wa nt a nd deserve the kind of compassion and effectiv e­

ness and re s ponsive ness f rom government that the Founders envisioned. 

Be n wa s 81 when h e help ed shape the Constitution of the United 

States. Tha t's the s pi r i t of Philadelphia'a and America's older 

citizens: faith in thi s country ; belief in its values. 

In 1776 when, in thi s city, the Declaration of Independence was 

proclaime d, one out of e v e ry fifty Americans was 65 years of age or 

older. In 1980 one out of e v e ry nine Americans is 65 or over. 

I n 1776 , the Pounders g a v e u s a Declaration of Independence ; 

in the past four years, Jimmy Carte r h as given us a Declaration of 

Indifferen ce --

--ind iffer e nce to the plight of the h omeowner, 

--indifference to the worker, 

--ind ifference t o the young just starting o u t , a nd esp ec i ally 

--indifference to older Americans whos e happiness and p eace o f 

mind depend on a strong , s ound, econo y . 

The Carter record is a litany of despair, of broken promises , 

of sacred trusts abandoned and f o rgotten . 

Eight million out of work . Inflation running at 18 p e r cent in 

the first quarter of 1980. Black une mployme nt at ab o u t 14 p e rce nt , 

higher than any single year since the governme nt b e g an k eeping 

separate statistics. Four straigh t ma j o r d e f ic i ts run up by Carter 

and his friends in Congress. The highest in terest rates si nce the 

Civil War -- reaching at times close to 20 percent -- lately down 

to more than 11 percent but now going up again -- productivity fall ing 

for six straight quarters among the most productive people in history . 
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Through his inflation he has raised taxes on the American people 

by 30 percent -- while t heir real income has risen only 20 percent. 

He promised h e would not increase taxes for the low and middle-income 

people -- t h e work e r s of America. Then he imposed on American families 

the largest s ingle t a x increase in history. 

Direct ly a nd indi rectly, this crushing burden has fallen upon 

older Americans. 

I a m p a rticularly a ware of what the Carter policies have done 

to wome n ov e r 65 . The y are the fastest growing group of poor in 

America tod a y . (According to testimony before the Pension Subcommittee 

of the Senate Fina nce Commi ttee, April 3, 1979.) They are tragic 

victims of t h e Car t er De cla r ati on of Incifference. 

Older Amer i can s a r e an important, vital part of the community 

that makes America str o ng . 

Older Americans wa n t a governme n t t h at will keep its promises 

to them and meet its commitme nts to the m. 

government to you. 

To d a y I pledge such a 
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In the past four years we have seen savings eaten away, pensions 

eroded and fixed incomes savaged by the inflationary policies of the 

Carter administration. 

This is the way things are. But things don't have to be this 

way. 

The spirit that is so evident here today, the spirit of family 

and neighborhood and work and a commitment to our compact together 

this spirit, if put into effective political action can put an end 

to this rising inflation, insensitive government and the Carter 

approach of "-o action, o hope, No record." 

Inflation isn't a force of nature, something beyond our capacity 

to control -- al though Ji y Carter certainly makes it seem that way. 

Inflation is caused. It is caused by ~ecisions bad decisions, 

unnecessary decisions -- made in the White House and in Congress. If 

there is one message I want you to carry awa y with you today it is 

this: something can be done about inflation . Something can be done 

about high taxes. Something can b e done to insure that the older 

Americans get the benefits they deserve without seeing them eaten away 

by inflation. 

Don't believe the Carter message that all we can do is wait and 

hope. 

Working together we can change the government policies and make 

them responsive to our values and to our goals. 

We know ~t can be done. When President Ford left office the 

inflation rate was 4.8%. You know what has happened to that inflation 

rate under Carter policies. It has gone as high as 18%. Look back 

over his record and ask yourself: does the kind of economic treatment 

you have been getting from this administration deserve four more years? 
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If you want to take a look at the future as it would be under 

Mr. Carter, let me quote what Jimmy Carter was saying four years ago. 

In 1976 he said : "Older people with fixed incomes fear the day that 

their lives are squeezed . An elderly person on a fixed retirement 

check buys infe rior f ood , ma ybe has to leave one's own home, can't 

buy a new dress every year, ... " 

If t hat ' s what Jimmy Carter thought of inflation when it was below 

five per cent, what does h e e xpect us to think of it today, when through 

his polic i e s it is in do ub le d igits? 

According to his own views o f the evils of inflation, things are 

twice as b a d, three times a s bad t o day . 

But h e doesn't want to talk abo u t t h at. He doesn't want to talk 

about his record . Ee doesn't want to t a lk about what his policies have 

done to American s and especially to olde r Ameri cans. 

He does n 't wa nt to talk about his r e c o rd b ecause he's ashamed of 

it. 

But I'm here today to tell you that a n ew beginning can be ours. 

And this is a special day to bring that message. Seven years ago, as 

Governor of California, I no tified all Califo rni a agencies on aging 

to observe and honor this da y , the first Sunday after Labor Day , as 

"Grandparents Day." I don't take credit for origi nating the i dea. 

That must go to Mrs. Marion Mc Quade of We s t Virginia , a grandmother 

of fifteen grandchildren. So t hi s i s a day honoring many here tod ay 

including me, I'm proud to say ! 

As Governor I cared about t he o l der c i t i zen s i n Cali fornia and 

I did something about their problems: 

I approved cost of living i ncreases in senio r citizens a id 

and provided $46 million in new property tax re lief for seni or citizens, 

ranging from 32 percent for those at the $6,00 0 a year income level 

7 



. ' 
-5-

to more than 80 per cent at $3,000 a year and below, and up to 92 

per cent in the lowest income bracket. 

And in case I need any reminder of what we owe to older Americans 

and I don 't -- I h ave the example set by Nancy when we were in 

California. 

She h as b een involved in the Foster Grandparents programs. It 

brings toge ther the e leme n ts that make up a sense of community for all 

American s: those in need, those who can help, and an awful lot of love. 

The e xperi e nce a nd the t e nderness, the love and the wisdom that only 

older c i tizens can bring t o the care of children is at the heart of 

this program . _ancy s aw thi s p rogram work in California and through 

her help, we h a ve seen it e xpand into other states and is part of a 

federal program as we ll . 

So we will b r ing to a s hington a commitment to the need and the 

hopes of older Ameri cans, a proven rec o r d o f accomplishment. 

And it is on t h is record I inte nd to build a growing commitment 

to your needs. As Preside nt 

--I will protect and defend the inte grity of the Soc i al Security 

System. 

--I will see to it that t h e p romises ma de by government to every 

older American under the Medicare a nd oth e r p rog rams, are kept. 

--I will institute real tax reforms that can h elp older Americans 

retain their dignity, their self-respect, and t heir self-reliance 

as productive members of society. And I will not tolerate and will 

fight with every bit of strength at my command the inexcusable waste, 

fraud, and abuse of government programs, many aimed at older Americans. 
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A May 31, 1979, Joint Economic Committee report 

cited a Justice Department estimate that deliberate fraud 

and abu se accounted for one to ten percent of the federal 

budget -- that's $5 to $50 billion. "That excludes waste," 

the report noted, "including it would give a much higher 

figure. " 

The same report said that fraud, abuse and waste in 

HEW' s programs alone ranged between $6.3 billion and $7.4 

billion. Ji y Carter's own Secretary of Health, Education 

and Welfare esti ated a few years ago that at least $7 billion 

was wasted every year by his department. 

Estimates of waste in GAO reports over an eight month 

period came to an astonishing $10 billion -~ and that's 

only from studies of relatively fe federal programs . 

All of this waste is not only econo ·cally unacceptable, it 

is an insult to millions of older ericans who have to watch 

every penny, to scrimp and save while the federal government 

squaders tax dollars. 

I say it's time the federal government starts watching every 

penny and older Americans start getting their mone y 's worth out of 

taxes and their full value out of social security and pensions! 

That's the spirit I'm going to bring to Washington. That's 

the spirit of Philadelphia. That's the spirit that older Americans 

want to see once more in government. 

And so on these steps, on Grandparents Day I say to you, in 

that great spirit: 

"Yes, we can!" 
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PHILADELPHIA "SUPER SENIOR SUNDAY" REMARKS 

Philadelphia is proud to be known as city of neighborhoods. 

I think all of them must be here today. 

It is fitting that we should meet on these steps, made world­

famous by "Rocky. '' They symbolize determination, hope, a belief in 

a dream. Rocky finally realized that dream. And in November the 

people of Philadelphia and of America will see the new beginning of 

their dream for a better America. 

You want inflation to stop killing your hopes and dreams. You 

want to have more of your hard-earned money in your pocket and not 

going to Washington. You want a job. You want a strong national 

defense. 

To all of these demands Jimmy Carter for four years, by his 

lack of action, has been saying: "No, we can't". 

But you prefer and I prefer the spirit of Philadelphia, the 

spirit of Rocky, and we're going to say "Yes we can!" 

We can have a strong America again and we will1 starting in 

January of 1981 if you help us between now and Nove~ber. 

There is mo I I · :g more to today's gathering than good friends, 

good food, good music and good fellowship. 

I see a living commitment to the values of family, work and 

neighborhood. 

I see a commitment to the compact that binds all Americans, a 

pledge to each other of all that is best in our lives for the sake 

of our country. Today, all along this majestic ~arkway, that compact 

is seen in action. 
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In Ben Franklin's city, where our nation first announced its 

independence to the world, we are reminded in a special way that 

older Amer i cans want and deserve the kind of compassion and effective­

ness and res po ns ive ness from government that the Founders envi sioned. 

Be n was 81 whe n h e h elped shape the Constitution of the United 

States. Tha t' s the s pirit of Philadelphia'a and America's older 

citizens: faith in thi s country; belief in its values. 

In 1776 vhen, in thi s city, the Declaration of Independence was 

p roc l a ime d , one out of e very fifty Americans was 65 years of age or 

older. In 1980 o e out of e v ery nine Americans is 65 or over. 

In 1776, the Founde r s gave us a Declaration of Independence; 

in t h e p as t four years, Jimmy Carter h as gi ven u s a Declaration of 

Indifference --

--i ndiff e rence to the plight of the home owner, 

--ind i f fe r e nce tote orker, 

--indifference t o the yo ng just starting out, a nd especially 

--indifference to older ericans whose happines s a nd p eace of 

mind depend on a strong, sound, economy . 

The Carter record i s a litany of despair, of broken promises, 

of sacred trusts abandoned a nd forgotten. 

Eight million out of work. Inflation running at 18 percen t in 

the first quarter of 1980. Black une mployme nt at about 1 4 p erc e nt , 

higher than any single year since the g overnme nt b e g a n k eeping 

separate statistics. Four straigh t ma j o r d ef i c i ts r un up by Carter 

and his friends in Congress. The highest interest rates since the 

Civil War -- reaching at times close to 20 percent -- lately down 

to more than 11 percent but now going up again -- productivi t y fall i ng 
~ 

for six straight quarters among the most productiv e people in history . 
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Through his inflation he has raised taxes on the American people 

by 30 percent -- while their real income has risen only 20 percent. 

He promised he would not increase taxes for the low and middle-income 

people -- the workers of America . Then he imposed on American families 

the largest single tax increase in hi story. 

Directly and indirectly, thi s crushing burden has fallen . upon 

older Americans. 

I am particularly aware of what the Carter policies have done 

to wome n over 65 . hey are e =astest growing group of poor in 

America today . ( ccor i g o testi ony b efore the Pension Subcommittee 

of the Senate Fi ace Co. i tee, ril 3, 1979.) They are tragic 

victims of the Carter ec aratio of I cifference. 

Older Americas are an i or an, 

that makes America strong. 

Older Americans want a go er. e 

to them and meet its commi e ts to e 

government to you. 

ital par t of t h e community 

at will kee p its promises 

oday I pledge such a 
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In the past four years we have seen savings eaten away, pensions 

eroded and fixed incomes savaged by the inflationary policies of the 

Carter administration. 

This is the way things are. But things don't have to be this 

way. 

The spirit that is so evident here today, the spirit of family 

and neighborhood and work and a commitment to our compact together 

this spirit, if put into effective political action can put an end 

to this rising inflation, insensitive government and the Carter 

approach of" o action, o hope, No record." 

Inflation isn't a force of nature, something beyond our capacity 

to control -- although Ji y Carter certainly makes it seem that way. 

Inflation is caused. It is caused by decisions bad decisions, 

unnecessary decisions -- ade in the White House and in Congress. If 

there is one message I want you to carry away with you today it is 

this: something can be done about inflation. Something can be done 

about high taxes. Something can b e done to insure that the older 

Americans get the benefits they deserve without seeing them eaten away 

by inflation. 

Don't believe the Carter message that all we can do is wait and 

hope. 

Working together we can change the government policies and make 

them responsive to our values and to our goals. 

We know it can be done. When President Ford left office the 

inflation rate was 4.8%. You know what has happened to that inflation 

rate under Carter policies. It has gone as high as 18%. Look back 

over his record and ask yourself: does the ki~d of economic treatment 

you have been getting from this administration deserve four more years? 



-4-

If you want to take a look at the future as it would be under 

Mr. Carter, let me quote what Jimmy Carter was saying four years ago. 

In 1976 he said: "Older people with fixed incomes fear the day that 

t h eir lives are squeezed. An elderly- person on a fixed retirement 

check buys inferior food, maybe has to leave one's own home, can't 

buy a n ew dress every year, ... " 

If that's what Jimmy Carter thought of inflation when it was below 

five per cent, what does h e expect us to think of it today, when through 

his policies it is in double digits? 

According to his own views of the evils of inflation, things are 

twice as bad, t h ree ti es as bad today. 

But he doesn't want to talk about that. He doesn't want to talk 

about hi s record . Ee doesn't want to talk about what his policies have 

done to Americans ad especially to older Ameri cans. 

He doesn't want to talk about hi s record b ecause he 's ashamed of 

it. 

But I'm here today tote 1 yo that a new beginning can be ours. 

And this is a special day to bring at essage. Seven years ago, as 

Governor of California, I notified all California agencies on aging 

to observe and honor this day, the first Sunday after Labor Day, as 

"Grandparents Day." I don't take credit for originating the idea. 

That must go to Mrs. Marion Mc Quade of West Virginia, a grandmother 

of fifteen grandchildren. So this is a day honoring many here today 

including me, I'm proud to say! 

As Governor I cared about the older citizens in California and 

I did something about their problems: 

I approved cost of living increases in senior citizens aid 

and provided $46 million in new property tax relief for senior citizens, 

ranging from 32 percent for those at the $6,000 a year income level 
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to more than 80 per cent at $3,000 a year and below, and up to 92 

per cent in the lowest income bracket. 

And in case I need any reminder of what we owe to older Americans 

and I don't -- I have the example set by Nancy when we were in 

California. 

She has been involved in the Foster Grandparents programs. It 

brings together the elements that make up a sense of community for all 

Americans: t h ose in need, those who can help, and an awful lot of love. 

The experience a nd the tenderness, the love and the wisdom that only 

older citizens can bring to the care of children is at the heart of 

this program. .a cy saw this program work in California and through 

her help, we h a ve seen it expand into other states and is part of a 

federal progra as well. 

So we will bring to as h i ngton a commitment to the need and the 

hopes of older Americans, a p rove n record of accomplishment. 

And it is on this record I intend to build a growing commitment 

to your needs. As President 

--I will protect and defend the integrity of the Social Security 

System. 

--I will see to it that the promises made by government to every 

older American under the Medicare and other programs, are kept. 

--I will institute real tax reforms that can help older Americans 

retain their dignity, their self-respect, and their self-reliance 

as productive members of society. And I will not tolerate and will 

fight with every bit of strength at my command the inexcusable waste, 

fraud, and abuse of government programs, many aimed at older Americans. 

7 
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A May 31, 1979, Joint Economic Committee report 

cited a Justice Department estimate that deliberate fraud 

and abuse accounted for one to ten percent of the federal 

budget -- that's $5 to $50 billion. "That excludes waste," 

the report noted, "including it would give a much higher 

figure. " 

The sa e report said that fraud, abuse and waste in 

HEW's p rog r ams alone ranged between $6.3 billion and $7.4 

billion . Ji y Carter's own Secretary of Health, Education 

and Welfare est imated a few years ago that at least $7 billion 

was wasted e very year by his department. 

Estima t es o f was t e in GAO reports over an eight month 

period came t o a n as toni s h i ng $10 billion -- and that's 

only from studies of relativ ely few federal programs. 

All of this waste is no t o nly economically unacceptable, it 

is an insult to millions of older Americans who have to watch 

every penny, to scrimp and save whi l e t h e federal government 

squaders tax dollars. 

I say it's time the federal government starts watching every 

penny and older Americans start getting their money's worth out of 

taxes and their full value out of social security and pensions! 

That's the spirit I'm going to bring to Washington. That's 

the spirit of Philadelphia. That's the spirit that older Americans 

want to see once more in government. 

1' 
And so on these steps, on Grandparents Day I say to you, in 

that great spirit: 

"Yes, we can!" 



. . -Reagan & Bush 
Reagan Bush Committee 

90 I Sout h Highla"d St,oot. A,lingto". Vi,gini, 22204 17031685-34~'--~ 1 f 
NEWS RELEASE @~ 

EMBARGOED UNTIL: CONTACT: 

Sunday, September 7, 1980 
2:00 p.m. EDT 

Lyn Nofziger 
or 

Ken Towery 
703-685-3630 

REMARKS BY THE HONORABLE RONALD REAGAN 
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Philadelphia is proud to be known as city of neighborhoods. 

I think all of them must be here today. 

It is fitting that we should meet here. Philadelphia's 

museum of art is a symbol of the great cultural heritage you are 

so justly proud of. And, of course, these steps have been made 

world-famous by "Rocky." They symbolize determination, hope, a 

belief in a dream. 

The new dream we all have for a better America can begin 

soon--this November. 

In Ben Franklin's city, where our nation first announced its 

independence to the world, we are reminded in a special way that 

older Americans want and deserve the kind of compassion and 

effectiveness and responsiveness from government that the Founders 

envisioned. 

In ]776 when , i ~ ~ i city , the Decl a r ation of Indepena ce 

was proc l aimed , on ly one out o f every f ifty rlffie icans was 65 c 3rs 
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of age or older. In 1980 one out of every nine Americans is 65 or 

over. 

In 1776, in this city, the Founders gave us a Declaration of 

Independence. But in the past four years, we've been given 

something different. We've been given a Declaration of 

Indifference --

--indifference to the plight of the homeowner, 

--indifference to the worker, 

--indifference to the young just starting out, and 

especially 

--indifference to older Americans whose happiness and peace 

of mind depend on a strong, sound economy. 

The Carter record is a litany of despair, of broken promises, 

of sacred trusts abandoned and forgotten. 

Eight million people out of work. Inflation running nearly 

three times as high as four years ago. Black unemployment at 

about 14 percent, higher than any single year since the government 

began keeping separate statistics. Four straight major deficits 

run up by Carter and his friends in Congress. The highest 

interest rates since the Civil War--reaching at times close to 20 

percent--lately down to more than 11 percent but now going up 

again--productivity falling for six straight quarters among the 

most productive people in history. 

- MORE -
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He promised he would not increase taxes for the lower and 

middle-income people--the workers of America. Then he imposed on 

American families the largest single tax increase in history. 

Directly and indirectly, this crushing burden has fallen 

heavily upon you and other Americans who have contributed so much 

to building your country into a dynamic nation, proud to be 

"Number One." 

I am particularly aware of what the Carter policies have done 

to women over 65. They are the fastest growing group of poor in 

America today. (According to testimony before the Pension 

Subcommittee of the Senate Finance Committee, April 3, 1979.) 

They are tragic victims of the Carter Declaration of 

Indifference. 

Our older Americans are an important, vital part of the 

community that makes America strong. 

Our older Americans want a government that will keep its 

promises to them and meet its commitments to them. Today I pledge 

.such a government to you. 

If you want to take a look at the future as it would be if 

the present administration is continued, let me quote what 

Candidate Carter was saying four years ago. In 1976 he said: 

"Older people with fixed incomes fear the day that their lives are 

squeezed. An elderly person on a fixed retirement check buys 

inferior food, ·maybe has to leave one's own home ••• " 

- MORE -
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That's what Jimmy Carter thought of inflation when it was below 

five percent. What in the world does he expect us to think of it 

today, when--because of his policies--it is three times that 

high? 

But he doesn't want to talk about his record. He doesn't 

want to talk about what his policies have done--certainly not in 

this election season. 

But I'm here today to tell you that, together, we can have a 

new beginning. 

A few months ago when the inflation rate reached 18 percent, 

the President called back his own budget and said he was going to 

reduce it. Well that's fine--it ended up not being reduced--but I 

think it's significant that one of the cuts he suggested was in 

the way Social Security payments are adjusted for inflation. A 

study he authorized also called for an income tax on Social 

Security benefits. That would be double taxation because you paid 

income tax on your payments into Social Security. You shouldn't 

have to pay again when that money is returned to you. 

As Governor of California I found there were things that 

could be done about your problem: 

I approved cost of living increases in senior citizens aid 

and provided $46 million in new property tax relief for senior 

citizens, ranging from 32 percent for those at the $6,000 a year 

income level to more than 80 percent at $3,000 a year and below, 

- MORE -
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and up to 92 percent in the lowest income bracket. Remember this 

was before the runaway inflation we have today. 

And in case I need any reminder of what we owe to older 

Americans--and I don't--I have the example set by Nancy when we 

were in California. 

She has been and is today this nation's most ardent supporter 

of the Foster Grandparents program. This program brings together 

the elements that make up a sense of community for all Americans: 

those in need, those who can help, and an awful lot of love. The 

experience and the tenderness, the love and the wisdom that only 

older citizens can bring to the care of children is at the heart 

of this program. Nancy saw this program work in California and 

through her help, we have seen it expand into other states and is 

part of a federal program as well. 

So we will bring to Washington a commitment to the need and 

the hopes of older Americans, a proven record of accomplishment. 

And it is on this record I intend to build a growing 

commitment to your needs. As President 

--I will defend the integrity of the Social Security system, 

the foundation of the economic life of millions of Americans. 

That system will be strong and reliable and protected under a 

Reagan Administration. 

--I will see to it that the promises made by government to 

every older American under the Medicare and other programs are 

ke pt . 

- MORE -
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--I will institute real tax reforms that can help older 

Americans retain their dignity, their self-respect, and their 

self-reliance as productive members of society. I will not 

tolerate, and will fight with all my strength, the inexcusable 

waste, fraud, and abuse of government programs--many of which are 

aimed at older Americans. 

A May 31, 1979, Congressional Joint Economic Committee report 

cited a Justice Department estimate that deliberate fraud and 

abuse accounted for one to ten percent of the federal 

programs. "That excludes waste," the report noted. Including 

waste would give a much higher figure. 

This waste is not only economically unacceptable, it is an 

insult to millions of older Americans who have to scrimp and save 

and watch every penny while the federal government squanders tax 

dollars. 

You know where those tax dollars come from and you are tired 

of hearing the same old excuses about how it can't be helped. It 

can be helped and we know it. 

It's time the federal government started watching every penny 

and older Americans started getting their money's worth out of 

taxes and their full value out of social security and pensions! 

That's the spirit of Philadelphia; that's the spirit I'd 

like to bring to Washington--a spirit that older Americans want to 

see once more in government. 
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And so on these steps, on Grandparents Day, I say to you, in 

that great spirit: 

"Yes, we can!" Let's get on with the job. 

With your help, with your vote--and I need and want both, and 

do not hesitate to ask for them--we will start that task in 

January 1981. 

Every generation is critical of the generation that went 

before. In recent years our generation has been blamed for much 

of what seems to be wrong in the world today. Well I will not 

apologize for our generation. We have known four wars in our 

lifetime and a great depression that changed the face of the 

world. 

No people who e ver lived have fought harder, paid a higher 

price for freedom, or done more to advance the dignity of 

mankind. 

I would like to quote a line fro an address that was never 

given; an address John F. Kennedy intended to make in late 

November of 1963. His unspoken words are appropriate today: "We 

in this country, in this generation, are, by destiny rather than 

choice, the watchmen on the walls of world freedom." 

* * * * * 




