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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESI™

FROM: ROBERT C. MCFARLANE ' D75 Lan
SUBJECT: Niger: NPT Adherence (C)
Issue

To encourage President Kountche of Niger to adhere to the
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty. (C)

Background

Niger is the world's fifth largest uranium producer and
exporter, and is not a signatory to the Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty. In recent discussions with our
Ambassador, President Kountche has indicated he is willing to
discuss NPT adherence with us. Our relations with the
Government of Niger are excellent and we have a useful working
dialogue on a number of subjects. (C)

Discussion

Ken Adelman proposes the attached letter from you to President
Kountche encouraging adherence to the NPT by the Government of
Niger. Ken states that Niger adherence would add momentum to
the NPT and would give us and the IAEA greater oversight of
uranium shipments. State and the NSC Staff concur. The
speechwriters have cleared the text. (C)

Recommendation

Sign your letter to President Kountche at Tab A

Prepared by Fred Wettering
CONFIDENTIAL

DECLASSIFY ON: OADR

cc Vice President
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT
FOR NATIONAL SECURITY AFFAIRS

SUBJECT: Encouraging Niger to Adhere to the NPT

In a recent meeting with ACDA officials, our Ambassador to
Niger, William R. Casey Jr., emphasized his personal objec-
tive of convincing Niger that it would be in its interest to
adhere to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear
Weapons (NPT). President Kountche of Niger has told
Ambassador Casey that he is willing to discuss NPT adherence
and is very interested in strengther “ng Niger's ties with

the United States. 1In this context, it would be particularly
valuable for President Reagan to send a personal letter to
President Kountche urging Niger to adhere to the Treaty.
Ambassador Casey would use this letter as part of his efforts
to convince Niger's President to adhere to the NPT.

Bringing Niger into the NPT regime would be a significant
achievement. Because Niger is the fifth largest exporter of
natural uranium, its adherence would add momentum to the
Treaty at a time when we are preparing for the 1985 NPT Review
Conference. Moreover, as an NPT party, Niger would assume a
legal obligation to report the quantities and destination of
uranium shipments to the International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA), aiding US efforts to prevent misuse of such exports.

I strongly recommend that the President send a letter to
President Kountche encouraging NPT adherence. The Department

of State and Ambassador Kennedy fully concur in the proposed
letter. A draft is attached.

’k‘2~t4~_»~«

Kenneth L. Adelman

Attachment:
As stated.

DECL: OADR



























