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authoriti•• of 1:he ut•• New• and World .,.prf 110100w 
correapon4ent, Niche ••-rfanlio!r. f woui7.h you 
to have in mind two point• aa you oonaider how tc 
handle thi• ca•e• 

rirat, I can give you my per•onal •••urance that Mr. 
Daniloff ha• no conneotion vhat•v•r with tM u.a. 
aov.•rnment. tf rou have been inroraed othezwiae, 
you hav• been mi•1nfo=•4. 

second, there are no 9round• for Mr. Daniloff'• 
detention, nor for any attempt to link hill to any 

- other ca••• If he 1• not fre•4 pra11ptly, it can 
only have th• mo•~ 1erioua •n4 f•~•reaahin9 con• 
aequence• tor the relation■hp ~•tween our two 
countr1••• That would be an extr-ly unfortunate 
outcome, and% th•refora thought it i~rtant to 
empha■i•• peraonally th• 9ravity v1U'I which thi■ 
eltuation 1• viewe4 by the united ltate•• 

Therafo%e, I hop• ainoerely you will tau th• 
neca1eary ac~ion■ t:.o allow u• to put thi• 11&tter 
behind u• in th• near••t future. 

Since~ 

~<~ ..-. 

Hi• Excellency 
Mikhail 1er9eyevicb Gorbachev 
General secretary of the Central COlllllittea 

of the Communi■t Party of th• lovlet Union 
Tbe Kremlin 
Moscow 
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Dear Mr. President, 

Your letter of September 5 prompted me to ask 
for in:formation regarding the question you raised • 
.As was reported to me by the competent authorities, 
Daniloff, the Moscow correspondent of the u.s.News 
and World Report magazine had for a long time been 
engaged in impermissible activities damaging to the 
state interests of the USSR. Now an investigation 
is being conducted by the results of which we shall 
b.e able to make a conclusive judgement about this 
entire case. 

I think that we both should not permit the use 
of questions of such kind to the detriment of the 
Soviet-.American relations whose improvement and 
development are extremely important. 

Sincerely, 

The Honorable 
Ronald REAGAN 

M.GORBACHEV 

September 6, 1986 

President of the United States of .America 
The White House, 

Washington, D.C. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Dear Mr. General Secretary: 

I am sure that you have been monitoring, as I have, 
developments relating to the detention by Soviet 
authorities of the U.S. News and World Report Moscow 
correspondent, Nicholas Daniloff. I would like you 
to have in mind two points as you consider how to 
handle this case. 

First, I can give you my personal assurance that Mr. 
Daniloff has no connection whatever with the U.S. 
Government. If you have been informed otherwise, 
you have been misinformed. 

Second, there are no grounds for Mr. Daniloff's 
detention, nor for any attempt to link him to any 
other case. If he is not freed promptly, it can 
only have the most serious and far-reaching con­
sequences for the relationshp between our two 
countries. That would be an extremely unfortunate 
outcome, and I therefore thought it important to 
emphasize personally the gravity with which this 
situation is viewed by the United States. 

Therefore, I hope sincerely you will take the 
necessary actions to allow us to put this matter 
behind us in the nearest future. 

Sincerely, 

Cl S Ff ED I RELEASED 

His Excellency 
Mikhail Sergeyevich Gorbachev 
General Secretary of the Central Committee 

of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union 
The Kremlin 
Moscow 
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Attached is a draft message from the President to CPSU 
Secretary General Gorbachev on the Daniloff case , as discussed 
earlier today by telephone between Secretary Shultz and the 
President . 

/ftj:;/~!atf-
Executive Secretary 
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Unofficial translation 

Dear Mr.President, 

I chose to send this letter with E.A.Shevard.nad.ze, who is 

leaving for the United States to attend the session of the United 

Nations General .As 8embly. He is also planning, as has been agreed, 

to visit Washington and to discuss thoroughly the questions of 

interest to both sides • 

.After we received your letter of July 25, 1986, which has been 

given careful consideration, certain developments and incidents of 

a negative nature have taken place. This is yet another indication 

of how sensitive relations between the USSR and the United States 

are and how important it is for the top leaders of the two countries 

to keep them constantly within view and exert a stabilizing influence 

whenever the amplitude of their fluctuations becomes threatening • 

.Among such incidents - of the kind that have happened before 

and that, presumably, no one can be guaranteed against in the future -

is the case of Zakharov and Daniloff. It requires a calm examination, 

investigation, and a search for mutually acceptable solutions. However 1 

the US side has unduly dramatized that incident. A massive hostile 

HIS EXCELLENCY 
RONALD W.REAGAN, 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNTTED 
STATES OF .AMERICA, 

Washington, D.C. 
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campaign has been launched against ou.r country, which has been taken 

up at the higher levels of the United States administration and 

Congress. It is as if a pretext was deliberately sought to aggravate 

Soviet-American relations and to increase tension. , ________________________ _____ 
A question then arises: what about the atmosphere so needed for 

the normal course of negotiations and certainly for preparing and 

holding the summit meeting? 

Since the Geneva meeting, the Soviet Union has been doing a great 

deal to ensure that the atmosphere is favorable and that negotiations 

make possible practical preparations for our new meeting. 

On the major issues of limiting and reducing arms - nuclear, 

chemical and conventional - we have undertaken intensive efforts in 

a search for concrete solutions aimed at radically reducing the level 

of military confrontation in a context of equivalent security. 

However, Mr.President, in the spirit of candidness which is 

coming to characterize our dialogue, I have to tell you that the 

overall character of US actions in international affairs, the positioru 

on which its representatives insist at negotiations and consultations, 

and the content of your letter, all give rise to grave and disturbing 

thoughts.One has to conclude that in effect no start has been made tn 
·------ -·- -- - - ··-

im~lementing the agreements we reached in Geneva on improving Soviet-

. --·--------·-· -.American relations, accelerating the negotiations on nuclear and space 

arms, and renouncing attempts to secu.re military superiority. Both in 
- -

letters and publicly we have made known our views as to the causes 

of such development, and for my part I do not want to repeat here our 

assessment of the situation. 



First of all, a conclusion comes to mind: is the U.S. leader­

ship at all prepared and really willing to seek a greements which 

27. 

\ would lead to the termination of the arms race and to genuine disar­

mament? It is a fact, after all, that despite vigorous efforts by the 

( Soviet side we have still not moved an inch closer to an agreement on 

~ reduction. 

Having studied your letter and the proposals contained therein, 

I began to think where they would lead in terms of seeking solutions. 

First. You are proposing that we should agree that the ABM Treaty 

continue to exist for another 5 to 7 years, while activities to destro; 

it would go ahead. Thus, instead of making headway, there would be somE 

thing that complicates even what has been achieved. 

We have proposed that any work on anti-missile systems be confine, 

to laboratories. In response, we witness attempts to justify the 

development of s pace weapons and their testing at test sites,and decla· 

rations, made in advance, of the intention to start in five to seven 

years deploying large-scale ABM systems and thus to nullify the 

Treaty. It is, of course, fully understood that we will not agree to 

t hat. We see here a bypas s route to securing military superiority. 

I trust, Mr.President, you recall our discus s ion of this subject 

in Geneva. At that time I said that should the United States rush 

with weapons into space, we would not help it. We would do our utmost 

to devalue such eff orts and make them futile. You may rest assured 

that we have every means to achieve t his and, should the need arise, 

we shall use those means • 

... 
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We favor the strengthening of the .ABM Treaty regime. This is 

precisely the reason for our position that work should be confined 

to laboratories and that the Treaty sh6uld be strictly observed for 

a period of up to -15 years. Should this be the case, it would be 

possible - and this is our proposal - to agree on significant reductior 

in strategic offensive arms. We are prepared to do this without delay, 

and it would thereby be demonstrated in practice that neither side 

seeks military superiority. 

Second • .AJ3 far a:s medium-range missiles are concerned the Soviet 

Union has proposed an optimum solution - complete elimination of U.S. 

and Soviet missiles in Europe. We have also agreed to an interim 

option - and that, without taking into account the modernization of 

British and French nuclear systems. 

Following our well-known steps towards accommodation, the issue 

of verification would seem no longer to be an obstacle. Yet, the U .s. 

side has now "discovered" another obstacle, namely, Soviet medium­

range missiles in .AJ3ia. Nevertheless, I believe that here, as well, 

a mutually acceptable formula can be found and I am ready to propose 

one, provided there is certainty that a willingness to resolve the 

issue of medium-range missiles in Europe does exist. 

Third. The attitude of the United States to the moratorium on 

nuclear testing is a matter of deep disappointment - and not only in 

the Soviet Union. The United States administration is making every 

effort to avoid this key problem, to subsume it in talk of other 

issues. 

.. 



You are aware of my views in this regard: the attitude of a 

country to the ces s ation of nuclear testing is the touchstone of its 

policy in the field of disarmament and--international security - and, 

indeed, in safeguarding peace in general • 

.Arguments to the effect that nuclear testing is needed to ensure 

reliability of nuclear arsenals are untenable. Today there are other 

methods to ensure this,without nuclear explosions. After all, the 

United States does not test devices with yields in excess of 150-200 

kilotons, although 70 per cent of the u.s.nuclear arsenal - and in our 

case the percentage is not smaller - consists of weapons with yields 

exceeding that thereshold. 

Modern science combined with a political willingness to agree 

to any adequate verification measures, including on-site inspections, 

ensure eff ective verification of the absence of nuclear explosions. 

So here too there is room for mutually acceptable solutions. 

I have addressed specifically three questions which, in my opinio1 

are of greatest importance. They are the ones to which positive 

solutions are expected from the u.s.s.R. and the U.S.A. They are a 

matter of concern to t he whole world, they are being discus s ed every­

where. Naturally, we are in favor of productive discussions of other 

major is sues as well, such as reductions of armed forc es and conven­

tional armaments, a chemical weapons ban, re gional problems, and 

humanitarian questions. Here too, common approaches and coo~eration 

should be sought. Yet, the three questions mentioned above remain 

the key ones. 



6. 

But in almost a year since Geneva there has been no movement on 

these issues. Upon reflection and after having given thought to your 

last letter I have come to the conclusion that the negotiations need 

a major impetus; otherwise they would continue to mark time while 

creating only the appearance of preparations for our meeting on 

.American soil. 

They will lead nowhere unless you and I intervene personally. 

I am convinced that we shall be able to find solutions, and I am 

prepared to discuss with you in a substantive way all possible approac• 

hes to them and identify such steps as would make it possible - after 

prompt follow-up by aJ)propriate government ageneies - to make my visit 

to the United States a really productive and fruitful one. This is 

exactly what the entire world is expecting from a second meeting 

between the leaders of the Soviet Union and the United States. 

That is why an idea has come to my mind to suggest to you, 

Mr.President, t hat, in the very near future and setting aside all 

other matters, we have a quick one-on-one meeting, let us say in 

Iceland or in London, may be just for one day, to engage in a strictly 

confidential, private and frank discuss ion ( possibly with only 

our foreign ministers present). The discussion -which would not be 

a detailed one, for its purpose and significance would be to demon­

strate political will -would result in instructions to our respective 

agencies to draft agreements on two or three very specific questions, 

which you and I could sign during my visit to the United States. 

I look forward to your early reply. 

Respectfully, 

M.GORBACHEV 

September JS-, 1986 
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YBa)l{aeMhIH rocrro.rurn TTpe3.tmeHT, 

5l rrpenrroqen HarrpaB11Tb 3TO rr11CbMO c 3 .A. llleBapnHan3e, KOTOpbIH 

Bbie3)1{aeT B CIIIA nnH yqacT11H B cecc1111 f'eHepanhHOH AccaM6ne11 OOH. 

OH TaK)l{e l1MeeT B B.tmy, KaK 6bmO ycnoBneHO , rroceTl1Tb BaurnHrTOH 11 OCHOBa­

TenbHO rro6ecenoBaTh no 11HTepecy10m11M o6e CTopoHbI BorrpocaM. 

TTocne rronyqeHMH Barnero rrocnaH11H OT 25 1110nH 1986 r., KOTopoe 6hrno 

BHl1MaTenbHO paCCMOTpeHO' rrpo113ornn11 HeKOTOpbie C06bITl1H l1 l1HLI;l1neHTbl 

HeraTl1BHOl"'O rrnaHa. 3To nl1IIIHee CB11neTenbCTBO TOl"'O' CKOnb qyBCTBl1TenbHbl 

OTHomeH11H Me)l{ny CCCP 11 CIIIA 11 KaK Ba)l{HO BhICrneMy pyKoBoncTBY nByx cTpaH 

IlOCTOHHHO nep)l{aTb l1X B none 3peHl1H' OKa3hIBaTb CTa611n11311py10mee B03nei:i­

CTBl1e BCHKMH pa3, Korna aMrrn11Tyna 11:x Kone6aH11i:i rrp1106peTaeT yrpo)l{a10m11i:i 

xapaKTep. 

K rrono6HhIM cnyqaHM - a 0Hl1 6bIBan11 paHee ' l1' B.tml1MO ' OT Hl1X Hl1KTO 

He 3acTpaxoBaH Brrpenh - OTHOCMTCH neno 3axapoBa 11 .IlaH11noipipa. OHo Tpe-

6yeT CilOKOHHOl"'O pa3611paTenbCTBa' paccnenoBaHl1H l1 IlOl1CKa B3al1MOilpl1eMne­

MbIX perneH11i:i. OnHaKo AMep11KaHCKaH CTopoHa He3acny)l{eHHO npaMaT11311po­

Bana 3TOT l1HLI;l1.D;eHT. TTpOTl1B I-_IaIIIeH CTpaHbl 6bma pa3BepHyTa Macc11poBaHHaH 

KaMrraHl1H Bpa)l{ne6HOCTl1, KOTOpaH IlO.D:HHTa Ha ypoBeHb PYKOBO,UCTBa a.D;Ml1Hl1-

CTpau;m1 11 .KoHrpecca CIIIA. BynTo crreu;11anbHO 11cKan11 rrpennor, qT06hI yxyn­

IIIl1Tb COBeTCKO-aMepl1KaHCKl1e OTHOIIIeHl1H, yc11nl1Tb HaITpH)l{eHHOCTb. 

BoT l1 B03Hl1KaeT BOrrpoc: a KaK )l{e 6hITb C aTMOCipepoti' CTOJlb Heo6xo­

,Ul1MOH nrrH HOpManbHOI"'O xona rreperOBOpoB l1' KOHeqHO ' nnH rronroTOBKl1 l1 

rrpoaeneHl1H BCTpeq11 Ha BbICIIIeM ypOBHe? 

CoaeTCKl1H Co103 3a rrep11on rrocne )KeHeBbI MHoro nenaeT, qT06b1 aTMO­

ccpepa 3Ta 6bma 6narorrp11HTHOH 11 qTo6bI rreperoBOpbI 06ecrreq11n11 rrpaKT11qecKy10 

rronroTOBKY K Harnett c BaM11 HOBOH BCTpeqe. 

no OCHOBHbIM BOrrpocaM orpaH11qeHl1H l1 COKpameHl1H BOopy)l{eHl1H - Hnep­

HbIX' Xl1MJ1qecK11X' 06b1qHblX - HaMl1 rrpenrrp11HHTbl l1HTeHCl1BHhie yc11n11H B 

I10l1CKax KOHKpeTHbIX pa3BH30K C u;enbIO Kapn11HanbHOl"'O IlOHl1)1{eHl1H ypOBHH 

BOeHHOro rrpOTl1BOCTOHHl1H B ycnOBl1HX paBH03HaqHOH 6e3orraCHOCTl1. 

OnHaKO - B nyxe TOH OTKpOBeHHOCTl1, KOTOpaH Haqana CKJla.D;bIBaTbCH B 

HarneM c BaM11 n11anore, rocrron11H TTpe3.tmeHT, - norr)l{eH BaM CKa3aTb, qTo 

06m11ti xapaKTep netiCTB11ti CIIIA B Me)l{nyHaponHhIX nenax, rro311u;1111, KOTOpb1e 11:x 

rrpencTaB11Ten11 OTCTa11Ba10T Ha rreperoaopax 11 KOHcynhTau;11Hx, TO , qTo conep­

)l{l1TCH B BarneM rrocnaH1111, - HaBO.D:HT Ha oqeHb cepbe3Hhie, TpeBO)l{Hbie MbICJll1. 

Ero TTpeBocxon11TerrbcTBY 
PoHanhny Y.PetiraHy, 
TTpe311neHTY Coen11HeHHhrx ill TaTOB AMep11K11 

r .Barn11HrTOH 
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I1p11xo,nJ1TCfl KOHCTaTMpOBaTb, qTo ITO cymeCTBY TaK l1 He Haqarracb peaJIJ13aUl1fl 

.norOBOpeHHOCTeti' ,OOCTl1rHyTblX HaMl1 B )KeHeBe ,06 yrryqrneHl1l1 COBeTCKO­

aMep11KaHCKMX OTHOlIIeHl1l1, ycKopeHl1l1 ITeperOBOpOB ITO fl.OepHblM l1 KOCMJ1qeCKl1M 

BOOpy)KeHl1flM' 06 OTKa3e OT CTpeMJieHl1fl K BOeHHOMY ITpeBOCXO,OCTBY. MHeHl1fl 

o ITp11q11Hax TaKoro xo.na .nerr 113rrararr11cb HaMM B ITepeITMCKe 11 ITy6rr11qHo , 11 fl , 

co CBOeM CTOpOHbl , He xoqy 3,0eCb ITOBTOp.RTb Harny oueHKY CJ1Tyaw-n1. 

HaITparn11BaeTCH, ITpe)K,ne Bcero, BbIBO.O: a roTOBO rr11 Boo6me 11 xoqeT rr11 

Ha .nerre aMepv1KaHCKoe pyKoBo,ncTBO MCKaTb corrrarneHMM, KOTOpb1e Berrv1 6b1 K 

ITpeKpameHv1ro roHKl1 Boopy)KeH11ti, K pearrbHOMY pa3opy)KeH11ro. Be,nb 3TO q>aKT, 

qTQ .ll0 Cl1X ITOp Mbl HM Ha .UIOMM He ITpM6JIM3MJIMCb' HeCMOTpfl Ha 3Heprv1qHhie 

yc11rrv1fl CoBeTCKOM CTopOHbI, K .noroBopeHHOCTM o coKpameHMM Boopy)KeHMM. 

vfayqv1B Barne ITMCbMO, l13JIO)KeHHhie B HeM ITpe.UJIO)KeHMfl, fl 3a.uyMaJ1Cfl, 

Ky.ua )Ke 0Hl1 Be,nyT C TQqKM 3peHMfl ITOMCKa pa3B.R30K. 

ITepBoe. Bb1 ITpe.unaraeTe HaM corrrac11TbCH c TeM , qT06b1 IloroBop ITO 

~z.. 

ITPO ITpocymecTBOBan eme 5-7 neT. T eM BpeMeHeM ocymecTBJ1flJ1MCb 6b1 pa6oTbI, 

KOTOphie 6b1 ero pa3pyrnanv1. ITonyqaeTCfl He ITpo.UBM)KeH11e BITepe.u, a ocno)l{He­

Hl1e .ua)Ke Toro , qTo 6hrno paHbUie. 

Mbl ITpe,nJ10)Kl1J1M' qT06bI riro6hie pa60Tbl B o6naCTM ITPOTMBOpaKeTHblX Cl1CTeM 

orpaHv1qJ1B'.3-J1J1Cb ITpe.uenaMv1 na6opaTop11ti. A HaM B OTBeT oITpaB.UhIBaIOT pa3-

pa6oTKY KOCM11qecKoro opy)l{Mfl v1 ero J1CITb1TaHv1.R Ha ITonv1roHax, 3apaHee ITpo­

B03rnarnaroT HaMepeHJ1e qepe3 5-7 neT HaqaTb pa3BepTbIBaHMe rnMpOKOMaCrnTa6-

HbIX c11cTeM ITPO 11 TeM caMbIM ITepeqepKHYTb IloroBop. I1pv1 3TOM ITpeKpacHo 

ITOHl1MaIOT' qTQ Mbl Ha 3TO He cornaCMMC.R. Mbl Bl1,0l1M 3.UeCb o6XO.UHbIM KaHaJ1 

K ITonyqeHMIO BOeHHOro ITpeBOCXO,OCTBa. 

10CITO.Ul1H I1pe3M,OeHT' ITOJ1araro' ITOMHMT Harn pa3rOBOp B )KeHeBe Ha 3TY 

TeMy. JI Tor.na CKa3an, qTo ecnv1 CllIA 6y.uyT pBaTbCfl c opy:i1rneM B KOCMOC, 

TO Mbl ITOMOraTb l1M He 6y.ueM. C.n:enaeM BCe, qTo6bI o6ecueHl1Tb TaKl1e 

YCl1J1l1fl, copBaTb l1X. Mory 3aBepl1Tb - y Hae .UJ1fl 3TOro eCTb BCe B03MO)KH0-

CTl1, KOTOpbIMl1, eCJil1 ITPl1.0eTCfl, Mbl BOCITOJ1b3yeMCfl. 

Mb1 3a yKpeITneH11e pe)Kl1Ma IloroBopa ITO ITPO. li1MeHHO 3TO coo6pa)KeH11e 

J1e)KJ1T B OCHOBe Harnett IT03l1Ul1l1 0 HeBbIXO.Ue pa60T 3a CTeHbl rra6opaTOpl1M l1 

HeyKOCHMTeJibHOM co6rrro.oeH1111 IloroBopa ITO ITPO B TeqeH11e .no 15 neT. B TaKOM 

cnyqae MO)KHO 6bIJ10 6bI - l1 Mbl 3TO ITpe.nnaraeM - .uorOBOpMTbCfl O 3Haq11TeJ1b­

HbIX COKpameHl1flX CTpaTerv1qeCKMX HaCTyITaTeJ1bHbIX Boopy)KeHl1M. Mbl rOTOBbl 

6e3 3a,nep)KeK ITOHTl1 Ha 3TO l1 TeM CaMblM Ha ITpaKTl1Ke 6hIJ10 6hI ITOKa3aHO' qTQ 

Hl1 O.UHa l13 CTopoH He CTpeMl1TCfl K BOeHHOMY ITpeBOCXO.UCTBY. 

BTopoe. I1o paKeTaM cpe.n:Heti .nanbHOCTM CoBeTCKMM Coro3 ITpe.uno)KJ1J1 

OITTl1MaJ1bHOe perneHJ1e - ITOJ1HYIO J1l1KBJ1.Uau11ro aMep11KaHCKl1X l1 COBeTCKl1X 

paKeT B EBpOITe. Mbl cornaCJ1J1l1Cb l1 Ha ITpOMe)KyToqHyIO .noroBopeHHOCTb' 

ITp11qeM 6e3 yqeTa MO,nepHl13aUl1l1 fl,OepHbIX cpe,nCTB AHrJ1l1l1 l1 cf>paHUl1l1. 

,. 
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Borrpoc O KOHTporre - rrocrre HaIIH1X l13BeCTHbIX maroB HaBCTpeqy - TaK)l{e , 

Ka3aJIOCb 6bI' rrepecTaJI 6bITb rrpe IIHTCTBl1eM. O.uHaKO AMep11KaHCKaH CTopoHa 

Terrepb "06Hapy)l{11Jia" .upyroe rrpeIIHTCTBl1e - COBeTCKl1e paKeTbI cpe.uHeM 

.uaJibHOCTl1 B A31111. T e M H e M e H ee Cl.Jl1TaIO, l.JTO 11 3.Ile Cb MO)l{HO HaMTl1 B3 a l1MO­

rrp11eMJ1e M y IO cpopMyrry' 11 r'OTOB e e rrpe.urro:»rnTb' ecrr11 6y.ueT yBepe HHOCTb' l.JT0 

.uei1CTBl1TeJibHO eCTb )1{8J1aH11e peIIIl1Tb rrpo6rreMy paKeT cpe.uHeM .uarrbHOCTl1 B 

EBporre. 

TpeTbe. rny6oKoe pa3oqapoBaH11e, 11 He TOITbKO B CoBeTCKOM Coro3e, 

BbI3hIBaeT OTHOIII8Hl1e Coe.u11HeHHbIX lllTaTOB K MOpaTOp11IO Ha H,UepHbie l1CI1bITa­

Hl1H. A.uM11H11cTpauMH CJllA BCHl.IeCK11 cTapaeTCH 06oi1T11 3TY KJIIO"lleByIO 

rrpo6rreMy, rrepeBeCTM ee B rrrroCKOCTb paccy)l{.IleH11i1 o .upyr11x Borrpocax. 

Bbl 3HaeTe MOIO TOl.IKY 3peHMH Ha 3TOT cl.IeT: 0TH0IIIeH11e TOM 11rr11 11Hoi1 

CTpaHbI K rrpeKpameHl1IO H.UepHbIX l1CI1bITaHl1M - 3T0 rrpo6HbIM KaMeHb I10JI11Tl1Kl1 

B o6rraCTl1 pa3opy)l{eHMH 11 Me)l{,UyHapO.IlHOM 6e30IIaCHOCTl1' .ua 11 BOo6me B .uerre 

coxpaHeH11H Ml1J)a. 

lloBO.IlbI ' 6y.UTO H.UepHbie l1CI1bITaHl1H HY)l{Hbl .UJIH o6ecrrel.IeHl1H Ha,Ue)l{HOCT11 

H.uepHoro apceHarra - He ocHQBaTeJibHbI. llrrH 3Toro cei1qac cymeCTBYIOT 

.upyr11e MeT0.IlhI, 6e3 H.UepHbIX B3pbIBOB. Be.uh He rrpoBO.UHT )l{e ClllA 11crrb1TaH11H 

MOIIIHOCTbIO CBbIIIIe 150-200 Kl1JIOTOHH' XOTH 70 rrpoueHT0B aMep11KaHCKOro 

H,UepHoro apceHarra, .ua 11 y Hae He MeHbIIIe, COCTaBJIHIOT 3apH.Ilbl, rrpeBbIIIIaIOIIIl1e 

no MOIIIHOCT11 3TOT rropor. 

CoBpeMeHHaH HayKa B co"lleTaH1111 c norr11T11l.IecKoM roTOBHOCTbIO noi1T11 Ha 

JlI06bie a.ue KBaTHbie Mepbl rrpoBepK11' BnJIOTb .uo l1HCneKUl111 Ha MeCTax' o6e cne ­

l.Jl1BaeT 3q>q>eKTl1BHbIM KOHTpOJib 3a OTCYTCTBl1eM H.uepHbIX B3pbIBOB • T aK l.JTO 11 

3,UeCb eCTb none .IlJlH B3al1MOnp11eMrreMbIX pemeHl1M • 

5I oco6o 0CTaHOBl1JlCH Ha Tpex Borrpocax, KOTOpbie npe.ucTaBITHIOTCH MHe 

rrraBHbIMM. I1MeHHO no HMM )l{.IlYT OT CCCP 11 ClllA norro'.)1{11TerrbHbIX pemeH11i1. 

OHl1 6eCIIOKOHT BeCb MI1p' l1X o6cy)l{.UaIOT nOBCIO.IlY. Pa3yMeeTCH' Mbl 3a 

pe3yJibTaTl1BHOe o6cy)l{.Il8Hl1e 11 .upyr11x KpyrrHbIX BOnpoCOB - TaKMX' KaK COKpa­

II1eH11e BOopy)l{eHHbIX Cl1Jl 11 o6bil.JHbIX Boopy)l{eHl1M' 3arrpemeH11e Xl1Ml1l.JeCK0ro 

opy'.)1{115!' per110HaJibHbie npo6rreMbI' ryMaHl1TapHbie BOI1p0Cbl. Ha.uo 11 3,UeCb 

l1CKaTb 06m11e no,UX0.Ilbl' .uo611BaTbCH B3al1MO,UeMCTBI1H. I1 Bee )1{8 KJIIOl.JeBbIMl1 

OCTaIOTCH Te TP11 BOnpoca, 0 KOTOpbIX CKa3aHO BbIIIIe. 

Ho ITO HMM Hl1KaKoro .IlBl1)1{eHl1H 3a I10l.JT11 ro.u rrocrre )l{eHeBbI HeT. 

Pa3MbIIIIJIHH Ha.u 3Tl1M 11 06.uyMbIBaH Bame rrocne.uHee IIl1CbMO' H rrp11merr K 

y6e)l{,UeHl1IO ' l.JTO neperOB0pbI HY)l{.IlaIOTCH B Ol.JeHb cepbe3HOM l1MI1YITbCe' l1Hal.Je 

OHM 6y.uyT 11 Brrpe.ub TOnTaTbCH Ha MeCTe' C03,UaBaH Jil1IIIb Bl1.Ill1MOCTb rro.uro­

TOBK11 K HaIIIei1 c BaM11 BCTpeqe Ha 3eMrre AMep11K11. 
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4. 

OHM HM K "lleMy He rrpMBe,nyT' ecnM Mb! C BaMM He BMernaeMC.A JIM"l:!H0. 

Y6e)K.IJ:eH' "1:!T0 Mb! CM0)l{eM HaMTM pa3B.A3KM' r0T0B o6CTO.ATeJibHO o6cy.UMTb C 

BaMM Bee B03M0)1{Hbie TI0.UX0.IJ:bl K HMM, HaMeTMTb TaKMe rnarM, K0T0pbie I103B0-

JIMJIM 6bI - rrocne 6bICTpOM rrpopa60TKM Ha yp0BHe C0OTBeTCTByIOIIIMX Be.UOMCTB -

c.uenaTh MOM BM3MT B CIIIA .nei1CTBMTeJibHO rrpo.nyKTMBHbIM, pe3ynhTaTMBHbIM. 

Be.uh MMeHHO 3Toro )K.IJ:YT BO BCeM MMpe OT BTopoi1 BCTpe"l:!M pyKOBO.UMTenei1 CIIIA 

M CCCP. 

BoT II0"l:!eMy MHe rrpMrnna MbICJib rrpe,nJIO)l{MTb BaM, rocrro,nMH flpe3JII.UeHT, 

B ca!1oe 6JIM)l{aMrnee BpeM.A, OTJIO)l{MB BCe .nena, BCTpeTMTbC.A O.UMH Ha O.UMH, 

HaKOpOTKe - HaIIpMMep, B l1cnaH.UMM MJIM B flOH.UOHe, - MO)l{eT 6bITb, BCero 

Ha O.UMH .neHb , .nm~ COBeprneHHO KOHqm,neHuMaJibHOro , 3aKpbITOro , OTKpOBeHHOro 

pa3r0B0pa /B03M0)1{H0, TOJibK0 B rrpMCYTCTBMM HaIIIMX MMH~CTpOB MHOCTpaHHbIX 

.nerr/. Pe3ynhTaTOM 3T0ro pa3rOBOpa - Mb! He CTaJIM 6bI yrny6n.ATbC.A B 

.neTaJIJ/I' ero CMbICJI M 3Ha"lleHMe B .neMOHCTpauMM ITOJIMTMqecKOM BOJIJ/I - 6bIJIM 6bI 

yKa3aHM.A HaIIIJ/IM COOTBeTCTBYIOIUMM Be.UOMCTBaM rro.nrOT0BMTb no COBeprneHHO 

KOHKpeTHb!M .UBYM-TpeM BOrrpocaM rrpoeKTbl cornarneHMM, KOTOpbie Mb! 6bI MOrJIJ/I 

C BaMM ITO.UIIMCaTb BO BpeM.A MOero BM3MTa B Coe,nMHeHHbie llITaTbl. 

Ha.nerocb Ha Barn CKOpbIM -OTBeT. 

C yBa)l{eHMeM 

J M • f'O PEA l!EB 

j S' ceHT.A6p.R 1986 ro.na 
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Unofficial translation 

Dear llr.Preaident, 

I chose to send. this letter with I.A.Shevardnadze, who is 

leaving for the Uilited States to attend the session ot the United 

Nations General As~embl3'. He is also pla001 ag, a.a ha.a been agreed, 

to visit Washillgton and to discuss thorough~ the questions ot 

interest to both sides. 

Jtter we received 70ur letter ot Jul.7 25, 1986, which has been 

given careful consideration, certain developments and incidents ot 

a negative nature have taken place. ~• is 7et a.cother indication 

of how sensitive relations between the USSR and the United States 

are and how important it is for the top lead.era of the two cou.c.tries 

to keep them constant~ within view and exert a stabilizing influenc 

whenever the amplitude of their tluctuationa becomes threatening. 

Among such incidanta - ot the lc1Jld that have happened before 

and that, preaumabl.7, no one can be guaranteed against ill the future 

is the cue ot Zakbarov and Daniloft. It requires a calm examination 

investigation, and a search for mutuall.7 acceptable solutions. Howev 

the US sida ha.a undul3' dramatized that incident. A massive hostile 

HIS EXCELLENCY 
RONALD W.REAGA.N, 
PRESIDENT OlP THI UNITED 
STATES OlP AMERICA, 
Washillgton, D.C. 

LS 

IF CD/ LE CEO 

'1'9-0..S- !.., 3 

, DAT . ~ft() 



campaign has been launched aga,i.c..st our country, which has been take i 

up at the higher levels ot the United States admillistration and 

Congress. It is as il a pretext was deliberately sought to aggravatE 
-· 

Soviet-.AmericaJ.1 relations and to increase tension. , _________________ _ 
A question then ariaea: what about the atmoephere so needed fc 

the normal course ot negotiations and certailllJ' tor preparing and 

holding the summit _meeting? 

S1.Jlce the Geneva meetillg, the Soviet Union has been doing a gre 

deal to ensure that the atmosphere ia favorable and that negotiatio.c 

make possible practical preparations for our new meeting. 

On the major issues ot limitiJlg and reduci.ng arm.a - nuclear, 

chemical and conventional - we have undertaken intensive ettorts in 

a search tor concrete aolutiona aimed at radical]J' reduci.ng the leve 

ot mil1ta17 confrontation in a context ot equivalent aecurit,-. 

However, Ur.President, ill the spirit ot candidness which 1a 

comillg to characterize our dialogue, I have to tell you that the 

overall character ot US actiona ill international affairs, the positic 

on which ita representative• 1Aa1at_ at negot1at1ona and conaultation: 

and the content ot your letter, ~ give rise to grave and diaturbi~ 

thoughta.Om baa to conclude that iD. ettect no at 

im~1Dg t agreement• we reached ill Geneva on illproving Sovie!­

Jmerican rel~tiona, acceleratiilg the negotiationa on nu.clear and apac 

arma, and renounoiDg attempt• to secure milita17 auperiorit7. Both 1J: 

letters and publiclJ' n have made kno,m our views as to the causes 

ot such development, and tor rq part I do not want to repeat here ow: 

assees•nt o~ the situation. 

, 



First ot all, a conclusion comes to mind: is the U.S. leader­

ship at all prepared and really willing to seek agreements which 

would lead to the termination of the arms race and to genuine disar­

mament? It is a fact, after all, that despite vigorous efforts by t r 
\ . . 
\ Soviet side we bave still not moved an inch closer to an agreement c 

~ reduction. 

Having studied your letter and the proposals contained therein, 

I began to thiJllc where the,- would lead in terms ot seeking solutio~ 

First. You are proposing that we should agree that the ABM Tres 

contimle to enst tor another 5 to 7 ,-ears, while activities to dest 

it would go ahead. Tbwl, 1.natead ot making headway, there would be s 

thing that complicates even what has been achieved. 

We have proposed that 8zr3 work on a.a.ti-missile sy-stema be confi 

to laboratories. In response, we witness attempts to justi:t7 the 

development ot apace weapons and their testing at teat sites,and dee 

rations, made in advance, ot the intention. to start 1.n tive to seveD 

y-eara deplo7ing large-scale ABM s,-stems and thus to nullit,- the 

Treaty. It is, ot course, :tul~ understood. that we will not agree to 

that. We see here a bypass route to securing millta17 superiority. 

I trut, Jlr.P.Naident, 7ou recall our discussion ot this subjec 

1.n Geneva. At tho tiM I aa14 that should. the United. statea rush 

with ftQOU into apace, we would not help it. We would do our utmos 

to devalue suoh ettorta and m.aa them tu.tile. You may rest assured 

that we have ever,. means to achieve this and, should the need arise, 

we aball use thoae meana. 

f 
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We favor the strengthening of tb.e ABK Treaty regime. Tb.is is 

precisely the reason for our position that work should be confined 

to laboratories and that tb.e Treaty should be strictly observed for 

a period ot up to 15 years. Should this be the case, it would be 

possible - and this is our proposal - to agree on significant reduct 

i.rl strategic offensive arms. We are prepared to do this without d.el~ 

and it would thereby be demonstrated in practice that neither side 

seeks military superiority. 

· Second. As far as medium-range missiles are concerned the Sovie 

Union has proposed an optimum solution - complete elimination of u.s 
and Soviet missiles in Europe. We have also agreed to an i.llterim 

option - and that,without taking i.llto account the modernization of 

British and French nuclear s71tems. 

Following our well-kn.own steps towards accommodation, the issue 

of veritication would seem no longer to be an obstacle. Yet, the u.s 
side has now "discovered" another obstacle, name]J, Soviet medium­

ra.c.ge missiles in Asia. Nevertheless, I believe that here, as well, 

a mutually acceptable formula can be found and I am rea~ to propose 

one, provided tbare is certaint7 that a willingness to resolve the 

issue ot mediua-range missile• in Europe doe• enst. 

Third. Tu attitude ot the United State• to the moratorium on 

nuclear teating 1• a matter ot deep disappointment - and not onJJ in 

/ the Soviet Union.. The United states adm101 etration is mak1 og ever7 

etfort to avoid this lte7 problem, to subsume it iJl talk ot other 

issues. 



4-1. 

You are aware of my views ill this regard: the attitude of a 

COWltr;y to the cessation of nuclear testing 1a the touchstone of its 

policy ill the field of disarmament aJld international security - and, 

indeed, in safeguarding peace ill general. 

Arguments to the effect that nuclear testing is needed to ensuri 

reliability of nuclear arsenals are Wltenable. To<i.q there are other 

methods to en.sure this ,without nuclear explosions. After all, the 

United States does not test devices with 7ields ill excess of 150-200 

kilotons, although ?O per cent ot the U'.s.nuclear arsenal - and ill o, 

case the percentage is not smaller - consists of weapons with yields 

exceeding that theresbold. 

Modern science combined with a political willingness to agree 

to an:, adequate veri.tication measures, including on-site inspections , 

ensure effective verilication ot the absence ot nuclear explosions. 

So here too there ia room tor mutual~ acceptable solutions. 

I have addressed specitical~ three questions which, ill ~ opw 

are of greatest importance. The7 are the ones to which positive 

solutions are expected from the u.s.s.R. and the U.S.A. The7 are a 

matter ot concern to the whole world, they are beillg discussed every­

where. Natural.IT, we ue in favor ot productive discussiona ot othe1 

major issue• .. well, such .. reductions ot armed forces and conven­

tional U11&11e.nta, a chemical wea,pona ban, regional problems, and 

hliman1tarian questions. Here too, common approaches and cooperation 

should be sought. Yet, the three questions mentioned above remain 

the ke7 ones. 

, 
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But in almost a year since Geneva there has been oo ~ovement c 

these issues. Upon reflection and after having given thought to yo \ 

last letter I have come to the conclusion that the negotiations neE 

a major impetus; otherwis·e the;y would continue to mark time while 

creating only the appearance ot preparations for our meeting on 

American soil. 

The1 will lead nowhere unless you and I intervene personally. 

I am convinced that we shall be able to tind solutions, and I a.m 

preps.red to discuss with you in a substantive wa;, all possible appJ 

hes to them and identify such steps as would make it possible - aft 

prompt follow-up b7 aPPropriate government ageneiea - to make m:,- V1 

to the United States a real}3' productive and truittul one. This if 

e%&ct}3' what the entire world is expecti.llg trom a second meetillg 

between the leaders ot the Soviet Union and the United States. 

I look torward to your ear}3' rep}3'. 

Respect:tul]J', 

. September JS', 1986 

K.GORBA.CHEV 
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Unofficial translation 

Dear llr.President, 

I chose to send. this letter with E.A.Shevardnadze, who is 

leavillg for the United States to attend the session ot the United 

Nations General As~emblJ'. He is also plano1 ng, as has been agreed, 

to visit Washillgton and to discuss thoroughly the questions ot 

interest to both sides. 

After we received your letter ot July 25, 1986, which bas been 

given careful consideration, certain developments and 1.ncidents ot 

a negative nature have taken place. This is yet an.other indication 

of how sensitive relations between the USSR and the United States 

are and how important it is· for the top leaders of the two cowitries 

to keep them constantly within view and exert a stabilizing influence 

whenever the amplitude ot their fluctuations becomes threatening. 

Among such incidents - ot the k1.o.d that have happened before 

and that, presumably, no one can be guaranteed against ill the future 

is the case ot 1-akbarov and Daniloft. It requires a calm examination, 

investigation, and a search for mutually acceptable solutions. HoweveJ 

the US side ha.a unduly dramatized that 1.ncident. A massive hostile 

HIS EXCELLENCY 
RONALD W.REA.GAN, 
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STA.TF,S 01 AMERICA, 
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campaign has been launched against our country, which has been ta.ken 

up at the higher levels of the United States admi.nistration and 

Congress. It is as if a pretext was deliberately sought to aggravate 
-· 

Soviet-America.a relations 8..lld to increase tension. , ___________________ _ 
A question then arises: what about the atmosphere so needed foI 

the normal course of negotiations and certainl.7 for preparing and 

holding the summit meeting? 

Since the Geneva meeting, the Soviet Union has been doillg a grea 

deal to ensure that the atmosphere is favorable and that negotiations 

make possible practical preparations for our new meeting. 

On the major issues of limitillg and reducing arms - nuclear, 

chemical and conventional - we have undertalcen intensive efforts in 

a search for concrete solutions aimed at radica11.7 reducing the level 

of militar,- confrontation 1n a context of equiva1ent securit,-. 

However, Mr.President, 1n the spirit of candidness which is 

coming to characterize our dia1ogue, I have to tell you that the 

overall character of US actions 1J:L international affairs, the positior 

on which its representatives illSist _ at negotiations and consu1tations, 

and the content ot your letter, all give rise to grave and disturbing 

thoughta.O:aa has to conclude that in effect no at 

im~tiDg t agreement• we reached in Geneva on improving Sovie!­

Am.erican rel~tiona, acceleratillg the negotiations on nuclear and space 

arms, and renouncing attempt• to secure mi.liter., superiorit7. Both in 

letters and publicl.1' we have made known our views as to the causes 

of such development, and tor -rq part I do not want to repeat here our 

assessment ot the situation. 



First of all, a conclusion comes to mind: is the U.S. leader­

ship at all prepared and really willing to seek agreements which 

would lead to the termination of the arms race and to genuine disar­

mament? It is a fact, after all, that despite vigorous efforts by thE 

( Soviet side we have still not moved an illeh closer to an agreement o, 

~ reduction. 

Having studied -your letter and the proposals contained therein, 

I began to think where they would lead in terms of seeking solutions. 

First. You are proposing that w should agree that the .ABM Treat 

continue to enst for another 5 to? years, while activities to destr 

it would go ahead. Thus, i.nstead of making headway, there would be so. 

thillg that complicates even what has been achieved. 

We have proposed that 8J:f3 work on anti-missile systems be confin1 

to laboratories. Ill response, we witness attempts to just~ the 

development of space weapons and their testing at test sites,and decl, 

rations, made in advance, of the intention to start 1n five to seven 

;rears deplo7ing large-scale A:BII s;ystems and thus to nullif;y the 

Treat;,. It is• of course, full.;y understood that we will not agree to 

that. We see here a bypass route to securillg militar.r superiority. 

I truat, Jlr.P.reaident, 7011 recall our discussion of this subject 

in Geneva. .A.t that time I a aid that should the United state a rush 

with weapou illto apace, we would not help it. We would do our utmost 

to devalue such efforts and mab them futile. You may rest assured 

that we have every- means to achieve this and, should the need arise, 

we shall use those means. 

t 



We favor the strengtheniJlg of the ABM Treaty regime. This is 

precisely the reason for our position that work should be con.fined 

to laboratories and that the Treaty should be strictly observed for 

a period of up to 15 years. Should this be the case, it would be 

possible - and this is our proposal - to agree on signitica.nt reduct : 

in strategic offensive arms. We are prepared to do this without del~ 

and it would thereby ·be demonstrated in practice that neither side 

seeks military- superiority. 

· Second. As far as medium-range missiles are concerned the Soviet 

Union has proposed an optimum solution - complete elimination of U.S. 

and Soviet missiles in Eu.rope. We have also agreed to an interim 

option - and that,without taking into account the modernization of 

British and French nuclear s7stems. 

Following our well-known steps towards accommodation, the issue 

of verification would seem no longer to be an obstacle. Yet, the U.S. 

side has now "discovered" another obstacle, namely, Soviet medium.­

range missiles in Asia. Nevertheless, I believe that here, as well, 

a mutually acceptable formula can be :tound and I am ready to propose 

one, provided there is certainty that a willingness to resolve the 

issue o:t mediUJR-range missile■ in Europe does enst. 

Third. The attitude o:t the United States to the moratorium. on 

nuclear teeting ia a matter of deep disappointment - and not only in 
1 

the Soviet Union. The United states adrn1 o:S stration ia rnak:S ng evecy 

effort to avoid this key problem, to subsume it in talk o:t other 

issues. 



.:, . 

You are aware of my views ill this regard: the attitude of a 

country to the cessation of nuclear testing 1a the touchstone of its 

policy ill the field of disarmament and international security - and, 

indeed, in safeguarding peace ill general. 

Arguments to the effect that nuclear testing is needed to ensure 

reliability of nuclear arsenals are untenable. Today there are other 

methods to en.sure this, without nuclear explosions. After all, the 

United States does not test devices with ;yields in excess of 150-200 

kilotons, although ?O per cent ot the U.s.nuclear arsenal - and in ou.: 

case the percentage is not smaller - consists of weapons with yields 

e:x:ceedillg that theresbold. 

f&>dern science combined with a political willingness to agree 

to an::, adequate verification measures, including on-site inspections, 

ensure effective ver~ication of the absence ot nuclear explosions. 

So here too there is room for mutually acceptable solutions. 

I have addressed specitical]J three questions which, in my opinio 

are of greatest import&llce. They- are the ones to which positive 

solutions are expected from the u.s.s.R. and the U.S.A. They are a 

matter of concern to the whole world, the,- are being discussed every­

where. Natural~, we are in tavor ot productive discussions of other 

major issue• 88 well, such 88 reductions ot armed forces 8.lld conven­

tional 81'1181l8nts, a chemical weaJ)Ons ban, regional problems, and 

hllmeo1tar1an questions. Here too, comm.on approaches and cooperation 

should be sought. Yet, the three questions mentioned above remain 

the key ones. 



But in almost a year since Geneva there has been no movement o 

these issues. Upon reflection and after having given thought to you 

last letter I have come to the conclusion that the negotiations nee , 

a major impetus; otherwise they would continue to mark time while 

creating only the appearance ot preparations for our meeting on 

.American soil. 

They will lead nowhere unless you and I intervene personally. 

I am convinced that we shall be able to tind solutions, and I am 

prepared to discuss with you in a substantive wa;r all possible appr< 

hes to them and identify such steps as would make it possible - aftE 

prompt tollow-up by aPPropriate government ageneies - to make m:, vis 

to the United States a really productive and truittul one. This is 

exactly what the entire world is expecting from a second meeting 

between the leaders ot the Soviet Union and the United States. 

I look forward to your early reply. 

Respectfully, 

.SeptemberJS-, 1986 

!I.GORBACHEV 
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