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Commo ° e Edgar Martin Skinner, ~
Box 32241 ’
Washington, DC 20007
(202) 362-8297

November 7, 1984

g
< U
The Honorable Edwin Meese, III
ot P Lc 1t

ot

Dear Ed:

First, I send you my heartfelt congratulations for the
historic victory. What a victory for America!

Second, I would be totally remiss if I did not inform you
of the availability of one of the finest opportunities
for private entertaining to be available in Was ington in
a long, long time, the world-class yacht 1 DEPENDENCE.

Very proudly, the yacht owners, Mr. & Mrs. Herbert Molz,
and I wish to extend the availability of this private
yacht to the President and his cabinet on a complimentary
basis, and to the President's Senior Staff on whatever
reasonable basis is deemed appropriate by them at the
time.

Under the circumstances, it seems appropriate to point

out that neither the owners of the yacht, nor I, seek any
favor, appointment or personal recognition in this offer.

It is merely a humble expression of support to the

President and the outstanding members of the Adr nistration.

A :hough the owners of the private yacht, INDEPENDENCE,

are allowing me to represent their yacht to be available
for private charter by private citiz 1s on an honorable
business basis, we recognize that it is the largest and
finest yacht ever to be so regularly available in our area.

Therefore, it is with a great deal of pride that T convey
to you this invitation, despite the controversy that has
surrounded the other yacht project in the area, as I am
sure John Rogers will attest.

Best wishes to you and the Administration for continued
historic success on behalf of our great country.

With continued respect and admiration, I remain,

Sincerely,
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January 27, 1987

MEMORANDUM FOR PATRICK J. BUCHANAN
ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT AND
DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS

FROM: PETER J. WALLISON
COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Response to Inquiries by Yuii Aisaka

As requested, we have responded directly to Mr. Aisaka's
questions., A copy of our letter is attached.

Thank vou for bringing this matter to our attention.

Attachment



accepted in this manrer become the propertyv of the government,
and may be exhibited, stored by the government, or auctioned to
the public.

Finally, your letter asks the relative prices of commodities in
1860 as compared with the present day, and specifically whether
the change in the price of gold during this period is an adequate
measure. For most of the period of time with which you are
concerned, the U.S. dollar was convertible into, or its value
officially linked to, the price of gold. Even today, the price
of gold is relied upcon by many as a one indicator of the inherent
value of the dollar. The information that you received from the
Department of the Treasury, therefore, should be reliable as a
rough indicator of relative U.S. price levels between 1860 and
1986. According to the Treasury, the price of one ounce of gold
in 1860 was $20.69, and in 1986 it averaged $405.00. By this
measure, today's prices in the United States are roughly twenty
times what they were in 1860.

I hope that the foregoing information is helpful to you. Pat has
asked me to extend his regards.

Sincerely,

Peter J. Wallison
Counsel to the President

Mr. Yuji Aisaka
1-22-6, Cosumigaoka
Tanabe, Tuzuki
Kyoto, 610-03

JAPAN



January 27, 1987

MEMORANDUM FOR PETER J. WALLISON

FROM: C. CHRISTOPHER

SUBJECT: Response to Ing ji Aisaka

As requested, the attached letter responding to guestions put by
one of Pat Buchanan's correspondents is for your signature,
together with a memorandum from you to Pat providing him with a
copy of the response.



Yuji Aisaka

1-22-6,00sumigaoka

Tanabe-town, Tuzuki-county

Kyoto,zip 610-03

JAPAN 40048
Dear Mr. Patrick J. Buchanan Oct.30, 1986

Hello from Japan. I teach at a senior high school.
This is the third letter to vou. Do you remember I wrote
a thank-you=letter on July 22,1986 about the Blue and the Red
room and the Presidential gifts,
The law was passed in 1966 and there is a 1limit of $165
on all gifts from foreign officials to the President.
I've learned much from you. Another question has arisen.
Prof. Donald k%S% serializes in the Asahi,.
He is a scholar of authority on Japanese classical literature
in Columbia University. The Asahi is one of the high quality
papers in Japan.

According to the evening paper dated (Oct.29, He quoted a
diary by Prince Muragaki in 1860, who was the second highest
official among the First Japanese Embassy to USA in 1&b0G.

" Muragaki didn't believe the rule, that is, the gifts
received by President and high government officials had to

be donated to museums.,"

These are my questions:
1. Was there a rule as early as 1860 ( with or without limit )%
When was the law passed °
" 2. According to you, Can Presidents own the gifts from

domestic persons ( with or without limit ) ?

Another paper is the gifts from Japan in 1860.
I got it from the Smithonian Institute. Didn't T send it in
the previous letter ?
See No 14166 suineu is wrong. Suil ren is right.
Sui ren is craftman's name. (_i% %ﬁ ‘n Ikmmcm.)
I already wrote about it to the Castle.



Besides these gifts, it seems that there were otherdgifts.
Once I wrote to James Buchanan Museum in Lancaster.

Would you mind letting me know the followings withe the
help of the excellent staffs ?

3. How many times are the prices of commodoties then ( 1860)
compared with now ?

4., What is the standard to compare the price ?
It is rice in Japan. wheat ? gold ?

On Oct.13,1986 I got a reply from the Department of the
Treasury USMint in Philadelphia , the Mission visited there.
1860 gold price 1 ounce $20.69
1986 gold spot price 1 ounce $405,00

silver 1 ounce #1.20 ——> $5.40

Sincerely,
ril Quonka
Yuji Aisaka
PS I read " American Caesar : Douglas MacArthur "
by William Manchester,
I respect him and we owe much to him,
We are lucky to have had him.
Owing to him, Japan has become democratic and what Japan is
I myself regard him as to be between God and hero.
The USA is great to have many persons like him,
Lead the free world !
Light democracy all over the world !
Be as strong, healthy and great as ever !



PRESENTS GIVEN TO PRESIDENT JAMES BUCHANAN IN 1860 BY THE
FIRST JAPANESE MISSION TO THE U.S.

Catalog # Object
322 Brazier
(hibachi)
323 Brazier
(hibachi)
324' Brazier
(hibachi)
14166 Crrasn
vyveay
14170 Lacquer dipper
14188 Bookshelf
cabinet
(shodana)
14190 Saddle,
bridle, and
trappings

Descrigtion

Tripod-footed, gold-lacquered wood cylinder
with removable copper liner. Decoration
also has thin pearl shell inlay.

Tripod-footed, gold-lacquered wood cylinder
with removable copper liner.

Tripod-footed, gold-lacquered wood cylinder
covered with a base coat of black lacquer.
Decorated with various designs in gold leaf,
gold lacquer, and very thin iridescent pearl
shell. Removable copper liner.

Ten panels originally received in 1860.
Only one is now preserved. Black lacquer
frame. Central part of screen composed of
thin bamboo strips surrounded with paper.
Brass corner strips.

Outer surface inlaid with mother-of-pearl.
Inner surface dull red lacquer, plain.
Handle extends through one wall of bowl to a
wooden block inside oppesite wall. Gilt
lacquer rim. Tassled silk cord through hole
in wooden handle.

Black lacqered shelf cabinet, decorated with
gold and silver makie (sprinkled dust)
design in relief of flying cranes and plum
blossoms. Used for storing books,
stationery, and other writing paraphermalia,
also for placing ornamental objects.

Saddle of wood, lacquered in gold-speckled
russet color with designs of flowers in
raised gold lacquer and some black edgings.
Stirrups the same. Large leather skirts of
the saddle are white with gold diamond
designs and three large white birds inm
relief. A stick quirt is included made of
lacquered sood inlaid with pearl shell.















February 13, 1987

MEMORANDUM FOR PETER J. WALLISON
FROM: C. CHRISTOPHER CO

SUBJECT: Correspondence fprém Yuiji Aisaka

The attached letter from Mr. Yuji Aisaka is essentially a
thank-you note for your recent letter to him. You may recall
that your letter responded to several specific legal and
historical guestions that we researched at Pat Buchanan's
request. Mr. Aisaka's original inquiries were directed to Pat.

I recommend that you do not respond to the latest letter. The
suggestion that Rob Oechsle be nominated for the Citizens Medal
is made only in passing, in the course of a rather chatty note.
Etiquette does not require a response letter to a thank-you note,
and it is likely that a response would instigate a pen-pal
correspondence between Mr. Aisaka and this office.
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Yuji Aisaka
. v 1-22-6 Oosumigaoka
(o
1/6;794 Tanabe-town,Tuzuki-county
Kyoto, 610-03 Japan

Dear Mr. Peter J. Wallison Feb.6,1987

Thank you very much for your kind letter of Jan.?7. I got it on Feb.3.
Your information is very useful, helpful, instructive and academic.

I owe much to you. My research about the U.3.A. has progressed farther.
I'm interested in Perry,who visited Japan in 1853 and the First Japanese
Embassy to the USA in 1860. Then I asked you the questions.

Luckily I could visit your country in 1976 and happened to meet Retired
Captain Roger Pineau who is the best authority about Perryology.

I got his book with his signature. Asahi,

Please see the copy of the newspaper ¥ef wdi, At this time of last year
Mr. Captain came to Japan with the pictufe by Heine accompanied by a
Perry squadron. owing

I could attend the receptionato Mr.Rev. Rob Oechsle in the article.

He is an American missionary who married an Okinawan woman.

He is kind, self-sacrificial and is trying to ma : Okinawa his last home.
He has contributed much to Okinawa. Collecting old pictures and records
about Ckinawa, Generously he donated them to the relativ 1”*”‘rit§’such
as Okinawa observatory, museum there and newspaper.

The paper says the returning of the picture owes mu to him.

His o0ld pictures were appeared in the Asahi ( see the copy ). I was surprised
to see the photo of the Mission in 1..0,then I wrote to him and we are
good friends.,
It seems that he is trying to send an Okinawan stone again.
As you know,190 stones were collecte to build the Washington Monument.
188 were used including Japan stone. 'wo stones from Rome and Okinawa were

missing. If you want to know more about this , please ask the Mall, his

0 i
name will be heard. Jﬁzguns
If you have a citizen medal system, ' ease recommend him to the President.

He is well worthy of it.
By the way Ckinawa was returned to pan in 1972,
The picture4\0kinawa was returned to Okinawa in 1986,
This is the reason I believe, like and respect the USA.
Please give my best regards to Mr.Buchanan. The paper says he is going
to resign.

I hope you and Mr.Duchanan are well. Sincerely
9

Yrix  Giseha

Yuji Aisaka













































































