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THE WHITE HOUSE 
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WASHINGTON 

~I 
November 8, 1988 TECD~ 

Dear Mr. Levins: 

Your letter &QPGf[pjpq presidential g i ft s was referred to me. 

As you can no doubt imagine, the President receives an extraordi
nary number of gifts including clothes and sports items. The 
President determines whether or not he keeps these gifts or 
donates them to the presidential library on a case-by-case basis. 
Items that are donated to the presidential library will be stored 
at the National Archives until the Ronald Reagan Library is 
completed. 

There is no accurate accounting of how many items of clothing the 
President has received during the past eight years. Sports 
paraphenalia for instance can be catalogued as clothing, sports 
items, or athletic equipment. 

There is a Gift Unit at the White House that is responsible for 
the cataloguing of all Presidential gifts. If you have specific 
questions about items received from St. Louis, they would be able 
to answer your questions . Please realize however, that all gifts 
received by the President -- gifts received through the mail, 
during trips, during visits in the Oval Office -- are catalogued. 
Therefore, the number of records you will be asking them to 
research is quite substantial. 

You should direct your inquiries to The White House Gift Unit, 
Old Executive Office Building, Room 457, Washington, D.C. 20500. 
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~7tcActt 
Elizab~~Board 

Deputy Assistant to the President and 
Director, Office of Media and Broadcast Relations 

Mr, liarry ~~yins 
Chief Copy Editor 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 
900 North Tucker Boulevard 
St. Louis, Missouri 63101 
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SI LOUIS POST-DISPATCH 
THE PULITZER PUBLISHING COMPANY 

Office of the Press Secretary 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.c. 20500 

Oct. 27, 1988 

RECEIVED 
NOV 1 1988 

MEDIA RELATIONS 
Dear Sirs: 

I write a once-a-week column about the less important 
issues of our time, and one of them came to mind as I read 
the sports pages of today's New York Times. - -- . - ·-· -~-~----

It showed a large picture of President Reagan accepting 
a Los Angeles Dodgers shirt from Tommy Lasorda. That photo 
brought to mind dozens of others photos showing the president 
accepting shirts, jackets and hats from one group or another --

~ 

.... 

and also brought to mind soma questions that I thought you / 
might be able to answer: C.hin·tir _ l't11ni ao wt adJliir1. M/J.· 

' 

.b~ CIJ),~ruJ--~ Ufl-11 Anhillt-0 ri'l Ubrlf}- (Jb.,y 
~"' 1. What does 'M:r~ Reagan do with these i tams? Does lie \?i'•IW" ,.\J~ btually wear them? Are they stored somewhere? Or are thay ~ 

~· ~ given away, and, if so, to whom? 

\~ 2. Does anybody have any idea how many items of clothiniwtuct>t.,I 
\,' have been given to Mr. Reagan in his presidency? If no total / ~\t~I 

lr.,(.) is available, does anybody have a weekly or monthly average? ½ ~'-
3. Would it be possible for somebody in your office to -lfru~· 

list a sampling of groups whose logos adorn the caps, s~ 
jackets and whatnot handed to Mr~ Reagan? Anything from ~ + 

oci· ~ t ii a rt s :09'.i\ • ~ I realize that this is an off-the-wall request, but I ~ 
· write an off-the-wall column. Anyway, I suspect that million ~pa· 1YI. 

97
•jYJ of Americans envy the president; I, for one, would love a t~ '°£) st. Louis Cardinals game shirt . otJfJ'P· 

Anyway, Itd be grateful for whatever you could tell ma . 

~re~~ 
Har~vins 
ciJ!(~py editor 

900 NORTH TUCKER BOULEVARD • SAINT LOUIS, MISSOURI 63101 • TELEPHONE (31 4) 622-7000 
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WHITE HOUSE ' C 
CORRESPONDENCE TRACKING WORKSHEET ... 

□ 0 · OUTGOING 

□ H · INTERNAL 

□ I • INCOMING 
Date Correspondence I I 
Received(YY/MM/OO) __ --'------'--~ 

Name of Correspondent: ~✓ -/~ --~-

□ · Ml Mall Report . C • User Codes: (A) . :~ · (B) ___ _;_ (C) __ _ 

Subjeci: Dd:;:i~1}!:dif;!~'~i! 
ROUTE TO: 

Office/Agency (Staff Name) 
Action 
Code 

ACTION 

Tracking 
Date 

VY/MM/DD 

... , .. .. 
Q.ISPOSITION 
' - ~.· (' 

Type 
of 

Response 

CompletiOft 
Date 

Code YY/.MM/00 

0) ~ ORIGINATOR &:, J).,1 I~ l •} /.~. .. , ----- - -~_.:...-

~ 

ACTION CODES: 

A - Appropriate Action 
C • Comment/Recommendation 
D - Draft Response 
F - Furnish Fact Sheet 

to be used as Enclosure 

Refer r a I Note: ~~ 
D o<r,12t1b 

Referral Note: 

Referral Note: 

Referral Note: 

Referral Note: 

I - Info Copy Only/No Action Necessary 
R - Direct Reply w/Copy 
S - For Signature 
X - Interim Reply 

~ ff, 1, ,~h 

DISPOSITION CODES: 

A• Answered 
B • Non-Special Referral 

C • Completed 
S • Suspended 

FOR OUTGOING CORRESPONDENCE: 

Type of Response = Initials of Signer 
Code = "A" 

Completion Date = Date of Outgoing 

Comments= - - ----------- -----------------------,--

Keep this worksheet attached to the original incoming letter. 
Send all routing updates to Central Reference (Room 75, OEOB). 
Always return completed correspondence record to Central Files. 
Refer questions about the correspondence tracking system to Central Reference, ext. 2590. 

5/81 



RECORDS MANAGEMENT ONLY 

CLASSIFICATION SECTION 

No. of Additional 
Correspondents· Media: ~ Individual Codes: /. ·{/ -·--- -·---
Prime .:_L. 
Subject Code. _____ • __ :~~Je~~~~es: £& 

A 
. - -~--

Code 

c __ 

DSP 

SIGNATURE CODES: 

Date 

CPn • Presidential CorrNpondence 
n • 0 • Unknown 
n • 1 • Ronald Wllaon Reagan 
n • 2 • Ronald Reagan 
n - S - Ron 
n- 4 - Dutch 
n • 5 • Ron Reagan 
n -I• Ronald 
n -1 • Ronnie 

CLn • Flrat Lady'a CorrNpondance 
n • 0 • Unknown 
n • 1 • Nancy Reagan 
n - 2 • Nancy 
n • S • Mrs. Ronald Reagan 

PRESIDENTIAL REPLY 

Comment 

Time: 

Time: 

MEDIACOOH: 

B - Box/pllCllcaga 
C-~ 
D · Official document 
Q - Maaaaga 
H - Handcarrlad 
L • Letter 
11 - Mallgram 
0-Mamo 
p. Pholo 
R - Report 
I - Sealed 
T • Talegram 
V-T8lapllofta 
X • Mlecellanaoua 
Y • Bluet, 

CBn • Preaidentlal & Flrat Lady'a Correapondanca 
n • 1 • Ronald Reagan. - Nancy Reagan 
n • 2 • Ron • Nancy ~ • . 

Fann 

p. 

Medfa: __ _ 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 28, 1988 

RMKruger 
Ctrron 

use 

MEMORANDUM FOR WHITE HOUSE STAFF Original Signed by ABC 
FROM: ARTHUR B. CULVAHOUSE, JR. 

COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Reminder on Gift Policy as it 
Relates to Inaugural Tickets 

Due to the increasing number of inquiries being rece i ved by 
Counsel's Office concerning the propriety of accepting proffered 
tickets to Inaugural balls and galas, we believed it . important to 
remind all staff of the White House gift policy, which is set 
forth in the White House Staff Manual, and which is applicable to 
gifts of Inaugural tickets. 

Generally, no member of the White House Staff may accept a gift 
from a person who 

o has or is seeking to do business with any department 
or agency in the Executive branch; 

o is involved in activities which are regulated by 
any department or agency in the Executive branch; or 

o has an interest which may be substantially affected 
by the staff member's performance of official duties. 

Any offers of tickets to an Inaugural ball or to a gala or other 
event for which tickets are sold must be declined if the person, 
including a corporate entity, fits any of the aforementioned 
categories. 

Gifts of tickets from relatives may be accepted, of course. 
Further, they may be accepted from personal friends, but only 
where it is clear that the motivation to provide such gift is 
personal and the circumstances are such that no appearance of 
conflict of interest is created. For example, if a close 
personal friend offers you tickets that he or she intended to use 
but perforce cannot, you may accept even though he or she happens 
to be a banker subject to federal regulation. On the other hand, 
if your "friend" is offering you tickets as an agent of his or 
her corporate employer and the corporation fits any of the 
aforementioned categories, acceptance of such an offer would 
violate White House Standards of Conduct. 
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You should also be mindful that acceptance of tickets would 
constitute a gift of entertainment, and thus would be covered by 
the reporting requirements for such gifts. 

This memorandum is necessarily summary and does not deal with all 
questions that may arise. If you are in doubt about the 
propriety of accepting any gift, please consult with Counsel's 
Office. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 23, 1988 

MEMORANDUM FOR DIANNA G. HOLLAND 

FROM: KATHLEEN D. KOCH ?p~-
SUBJECT: Memorandum to White House Staff on Gift Policy 

Re: Inau~ural Event Tickets 

As requested, I have had the memorandum 
retyped for Mr. Culvahouse's signature. 
stylistic changes from Mr. Culvahouse. 
and has the text on her machine. 

Attachment 

( 

~ 

Cyi~ 

on the above topic 
I would anticipate some 

Phyllis typed this draft 



THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

Date _ ___._!__.A_· .... I 'f ....... _<l_? __ _ 

Suspense Date _________ _ 

MEMORANDUM FOR:_IWdL__,;;, ________ _ 

FROM: 

ACTION 

DIANNA G. HOLLAND 

Approved 

Please handle/review 

For your information 

For your recommendation 

For the files 

Please see me 

Please prepare response for 
______ signature 

As we discussed 

Return to me for filing 

COMMENT 

~ ?n1 . bo (])1µ·1 ::dad: ;t/,u; 

~ 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 15, 1985 

MEMORANDUM FOR WHITE HOUSE STAFF 

FROM: FRED F. FL-E'LDING Orig. signed by FF1) , t' 

COUNo/~-THE PRESIDENT /1 p 
SUBJECT: Reminder on Gift Policy as 

it Relates to Inau~ural Tickets 

Due to the increasing number of inquiries being received by 
this office concerning the propriety of accepting proffered 
tickets to Inaugural balls and galas, I feel it is important 
to remind all staff of the White House gift policy, which is 
set forth in the White House Staff Manual. 

Generally, no member of the White House Staff may accept a 
gift from a person who --

0 has or is seeking to do business with any department 
or agency in the Executive branch: 

0 is involved in activities which are regulated by any 
department or agency in the Executive branch: or 

0 has an interest which may be substantially affected 
by the staff member's performance of official duties. 

Any offers of _tickets to an Inaugural ball or to a gala must 
be declined if the person, including a · corporate entity, 
fits any of the aforementioned categories. 

Gifts of tickets from relatives may be accepted, of course. 
Further, they may be accepted from personal friends, but 
only where it is clear that the motivation to provide such 
gift is personal and the circumstances are such that !!2 
appearance of conflict of interest is created. For example, 
if a close personal friend offers you tickets that he or she 
intended to use but perforce cannot, you may accept even 
though he or she happens to be a banker subject to federal 
regulation. On the other hand, if your "friend" is offering 
you tickets as an agent of his or her corporate employer and 
the corporation fits any of the aforementioned categories, 
acceptance of such an offer would violate White House 
Standards of Conduct regulations. 



. ' - 2 -

You should also be mindful that acceptance of tickets would 
constitute a gift of entertainment, and thus would be 
covered by the reporting requirements for such gifts. 

This memorandum is necessarily summary and does not deal 
with all questions that may arise. If you are in doubt 
about the propriety of accepting any gift, please consult 
with Counsel's office. 


