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The hagoita (battledore) made of a rectangular paulownia or
cedar board with grip is a plaything of Japanese girls in the New Year.
Since the 1300's, they have enjoved playing battledore and shuttlecock
during the New Year season. Originally, the hagoita is a talisman
against evil, and it is our old custom to present it to a newborn girl

in the New Year with every good wish for a healthy growth.

Later in the 1800's, there appeared another hagoita artistically
ornamented with portraits of famous Kabuki acto; or something similar
in raised pictures. This decoratrve battledore is made by hand and re-
gquires expert skill for making it. It has gradually become gorgeot and
luxurious. Today, it is usually displayed in the alcove of the living

room on New Year's Day.

This hagoita (battledore) is ornamented with "KAGAMIJISHI"

in raised picture.




"KAGAMIJISHI"
_—
In old time, it was custom to display a wooden curving lion
head in a hall of Tokyo castle, now the Imperial palace, on the new

year days.

In these days, a lion head was believed to expel the evil in-
fulences from human body. And on the day, the most beautiful girl

was elected in the castle to play a dance carrying the lion head.

One year, while a beautiful girl named "Yayoi" was dancir
she was suddenly possessed by the spirit of lion and danced as real

wild lion.

Now-: lays, "Kagami-jishi" is one of the famous Kabuki plays.
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