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ROBERT J. LAGOMARSINO 
19TH DISTRICT, CALIFORNIA 

.. . ... 
COMMITTEE ON 

FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
SUBCOMMITTEES: 

f' 
2332 RAYBURN BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, 0 .C. 20515 
ZOZ-225-3601 Congress of tbt itlnittb ~tatts 

J,ou,e of l\epre,entatibe, 
Ba~ington, a.t:. 20515 

INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC POLICY 
AND TRADE 

RANKING MINORITY MEMBER 

INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 

ASSISTANT REGIONAL WHIP, PLAINS AND 
WESTERN STATES 

COMMITTEE ON 
INTERIOR AND INSULAR 

AFFAIRS 
SU8COMMITTEES: 

INSULAR AFFAIRS 
RANKING MINORITY MEMBER 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

April 2 7, 1981 

RE: 11The Invincible Irish" RONALD WILSON REAGAN 
Author: Patricia Meade White · 

Dear Mr. President: 

PUBLIC LANDS AND NATIONAL PARKS 

My constituent, Mrs. Patricia Meade White, has requested 
that I forward to you the enclosed galley proof of her f orthcoming 
book entitled 11The Invincible Irish 11 RONALD WILSON REAGAN, IRISH 
ANCESTRY AND IMMIGRATION TO AMERICA. 

The book will be introduced to the public at the Santa 
Barbara Book Fair on June .19, and thereafter, Mrs. White intends 
to present the second, third, and fourth copies to Messrs. Brady, 
McCarthy and Delahanty. 

Mrs. White is a vivacious author who has spent the better 
part of her 78 years as a genealogist-historian. It is her wish 
that you be presented with the first copy of 11The Invincible Irish" 
in order that you may learn more about your ancestors, the O'Regans. 

RJL:rk 
Enclosure 

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE WITH RECYCLED FIBERS 
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. By Donal O'Higgins . · · · 1 f'" 
. DUBL~N, Ireland ~U~I) - Ireland's hard-hit _tourist industry 
1s planning a mult1-m1llion,·dollar campaign to woo Irish
Americans to find their·"roots" in tpe land of. their ancestors. 

REAGAN COUNTRY BOOK 

~ O'~eQ0_n ·:'roOts' 
,J-·, i '; 

·.to -assist others·· 

· t . l . 
.. • ,,. 11 , • 

The campaign is part of a driv~ to bring tourists to the 
western seaboard ·announced by the Shannon Free Airport ~ 

1 Development Co. " •"~ ,. ~ 
Th·e new scheme includes erection of hotels and guest houses ' • 

·· along ' the Atlantic seaboard, traditionallly one of Ireland's 
most underdeveloped areas. · it 

A spokesman for the company said it had received -many · 
inquiries from Irish-Americans about their family .origins'• • · ! 

.. ~~ 

1 ".We believe the vast majority of these will come to trace ] 
their roots themselves if the conditions are right," tped 
spokesman said. . · · . · 

The planned boost in tourist amenities Include floatfng barge ; 
·· hotels along the river Shannon and a big increase In the "rent• 1' · a-cottage" scheme in the west which. has proved a populhr 

The hospit-aHty or lhe Irish is cor.cab.o.rated by a 78-year-old 
former travel writer for the New York Times now living here. -:' 

Patricia Meade White said that, solo on her last trip, "all I 
had to do was open my mouth and it was 'Hi , Yank.' " . ' 

She also has some help to offer those interested in trat:lng 
their Irish ancestry: A thin green book that traces the O'Regan 
ancestry of the 40th president of the United States from the 1· 

fifth century and will help others trace theirs. 

attraction in the past years. ' . ' ' 
· : Oth.er.s...plans include specializing in home-produced foods and .- ,-
traditional menus, the "marketing of six "value" ~otels i_n the ·1 
Shannon region and a 19th century-type country er.aft fairs . 

. "The Invincible Irish: Ronald Wilson Reagan, Irish Ancestry 
and Immigration to America" will be introduced "in Reagan 
co~ntry" at°'the first Santa Biirbara Book Fair Jun~ 19 !Jt the 
Museum of Natural Hist;Zry according to its author, Patricia 
Meade White, 78. ' • 1 '· • 

"From the Carolinas estward, following the O'Regans, I 
always mention their I11Sh neighbors," she said. 

In addition to ,the 9ames of about 450 families, 250 or them 
incteJ<ed, the book iocludes a genealogy map. 

·The c~nturj / 1600 to 1869 - in which it was forbidden to 
teach Irish Jfis~ry or speak Gaelic has made Irish roots hard to 
document( she said, adding that there were few books by the 
Irish about the Irish until the last half century. . 

And it is her continuing outrage at this deliberate policy of 
illiteracy, as well as at unnecessary famine that reduced a 
population of more than 11 million to slightly more than two 
arid at the "sl&ve trade" in indentured servants, that has kept 

/

lier at her own researches for 46 years, she said. · 
The Reagan book ($9.95, Portola Press) is a spinoff of the 

r~earch she.did for an h_istorical novel she is writing. ' ... 

She said that it is her hope that histori al knowledge will 
once again shed light for those baffled by curre~jJ!,~ws items. 
' .. And former Santa Barbaran Kevin Joyce, wlio'bas returned 
to Ireland, tells her the annual homicide rate for Eire, with 10 
times the population, isf.: tatistically lower than that of Santa 
Barbara County. . , ' · -~«:MY Perry 

. , 
Marketing manager Tom Murphy said future possibilities . 

were ",absolutely limitless.'.' In the '.' find your roots" scheme: ' 
30,000 'Americans with the surname " O'Brien" will be contact• !> 

0

ed by mail encouraging th!!nV·t~ eek o~ their Irish ancestors'. 
i ' "Those Interested will get a deco ·,., family scroll and it is 

\ 

hoped they will come to Ireland to -.their family origins,'' ~ 
Murphy said. · • · • · ·· ·,: .. ...'\ 

. "There are 35 million Americans with Irish connections - a 
virtually limitless source to be tapped Y , 

, t -. One or the major problems facing the tourist industry has ·•• 
,1 been the declining reputation for value. To offset this the 
!1 company has selected six hotels in the-west which it ~elieyes 
•
1 

give extra value to the tourist. ·• , ·~ • ·. .. , 
i · 1 These hotels will be marketed in the United States; giving . 
l details of what is on offer and at what price, ... . ~ 
\ • ... I • .',• 

., : In addition, the company· plans, ·~Ith the , help o( private' 
industry, to embark on a program of hotel building IQ cater fo: 
the Americans thumbing tl\roug_h parish .. records to locat\l 
where it all began. • · ;,...; .. . , : . t· 

;;, \ .. · . .. 

o_RIGINA~ O'REGAN COUNT·~y-·in COU')!Y .. .' 
Tipperary 1s crowned with the Rock of Cashel;' 



"The Invincible Irish" 

RONALD WILSON REAGAN 

' 

O'REGAN 

Irish Ancestry 
and 

Immigration To America 

Patricia Meade White 

REAGAN COUNTRY BOOK 

0 1Regan 'roots1 

to assist others 
The hospitality of the Irish Is corraborated by a 78-year-old 

former travel writer for the New York Times now living here. 
Patricia Meade White said that, solo on her last trip, "all I 

had to do was open my mouth and it was 'Hi, Yank.' " 
She also has some help to offer those interested In tracing 

their Irish ancestry: A thin green book that traces the O'Regan 
ancestry of the 40th president of the United States from the 
fifth century and will help others trace theirs. 

"The Invincible Irish: Ronald WIison Reagan, Irish Ancestry 
and Immigration to America" will be Introduced "In Reagan 
country" at the first santa Barbara Book Fair June 19 at the 
Museum of Natural History, according to Its author, Patricia 
Meade White, 78. 

"From the Carolinas westward, following the O'Regans, I 
always mention their Irish neighbors," she said. 

In addition to the names of about 450 families, 250 of them 
indexed, the book. includes a genealogy map. 

The centuries - 1600 to 1869 - In which It was forbidden to 
teach Irish history or speak Gaelic has made Irish roots hard to 
document, she said, adding that there were few books by the 
Irish about the Irish until the last half century. 

And it is her continuing outrage at this deliberate policy of· 
illiteracy, as well as at unnecessary famine that reduced a 
population of more than 11 million to slightly more than two 
and at the "slave trade" In indentured servants, that has kept 
her at her own researches for 46 years, she said. 

The Reagan book ($9.95, Portola Press) Is a splnoff of the 
research she did for an historical novel she Is writing. 

She said that it is her hope that historical knowledge will 
once again shed light for those baffled by current news Items. 

Quality paperback, 104 pages, 19 black 

And former Santa Barbaran Kevin Joyce, who has returned 
to Ireland, tells her the annual homicide rate for Eire, with 10 
times the population, Is statistically lower than that of Santa 
Barbara County. -Jenny Perry & white photos, 5 maps, 4 Ancestral 

Charts. 260 Irish families indexed. 

ORDER BLANK 
Please send me copies of THE INVINCIBLE IRISH, RONALD WILSON REAGAN, 

IRISH ANCESTRY AND IMMIGRATION TO AMERICA. I enclose $9.95 plus $1.00 postage 

per book. (California residents only, please add 6% sales tax.) Special offer 

Buy two copies and we will pay postage for both! 

Name -------------------------------------------
Address Zi 

_______________________________ __,;__,i;,_.. ______ _ 

Signature ___________________________________ _ 

Make check or money order payable to PORTOLA PRESS and send to P.O. Box 1225, 

Santa Barbara, California 95102. Telephone (805) 962-2774 
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"The Invincible Irish" Ronald Wilson Reagan O'REGAN Irish 
Ancestry and Immigration To America by Patricia Meade White
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Septeml:>er 14, 1981 

Dear Mr. Harnik: 

Please accept our belated thanks for your 
t.boughtful.neas in remembering us with your 
unique and symbolic serigraph commemorating 
the Bicentennial. were d lighted to 
recei~ your gift through the courtesy of 
Congresswoman Fiedler and Max Friedersdorf, 
and shall retain it for incl.usion in our 
future Presidential col.lection. Your 
gesture of friendship and support is deepl.y 
appreciated. 

Nancy joins me in sending you our best wishes. 

Mr. Joseph Barnik 
8110 Longridg 

Sincerely, 

Borth Hollywood, california 91605 

RR/AVH/MP/kd 

~ cc: Congresswoman Bobbi Fiedler 
Max Friedersdorf 



May 2, 1981 

Dear Bobbi: 

I vant to thank you for yow; April 29 
letter, on behalf of Mr. Joseph Hamik, 
enclosing a copy of a serigraph be 
preaented to former President Pora. 
in bonor of the Bicentennial. 

Pleaae be aasured that the President 
appreciated receiving Mr. Bamilt'• gift, 
and I will certainly aee that his work 
1• forwarded to the appropriate White 
Bouse staff .. 

With cordial regard, I Ul 

Sincerely, 

Max L. Priedersdorf 
Assistant to tbe Preaidllnt 

The Honorable Bobbi Fiedler 
Bouse of Bepresentati.-a 
ashington, D.C. 20515 

MLP:CMP:ASR:asr 

cc: w/inc to Mary Power for further lllmd1ing. 
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f/JoMe·§~ 
April 29, 1981 

The Honorable Max Friedersdorf 
Assistan t to the President for 

Legislative Affairs 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Max: 

02 3019 

I have enclosed a gift from one of my constituents, 
Mr. Joseph Harnik, 8110 Longridge , North Hollywood, Cali
fornia, fo~ the President. 

Mr. Harnik made the original of this serigraph in 
honor of the Bicentennial , and presented it to former 
President Ford, and he asked my assistance in presenting 
this copy to the President, with his best wishes. 

BF:dar 

~7.t-l~~~aJ~ 
IH~, !IJ. rl . .to.us 

{.tO.t) .t.tS-S8U 

Sincerely, 

~ 
BOBBI FIEDLER 
Member of Congress 

,JIGOO ~ aJouk--a 
fFJ<UU>tama ~ay,, ~~ !H 

{U3} 787-"776 



8110 LONGRIDGE AVE. 

NORTH HOLLYWOOD 

CAL IF ORN I A 91605 
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Other: 

cc. Congressman Bobbi Fiedler 
Max Friedersdorf 

Mr. Harnik: 

--------------------

Please accept our belated thanks for your 

thoughtfulness in remembering us with your 
~~c__., 

uniqueA serigraph commemorating the Bicentennial. 

Qlepil--t:::frv}:Y~ f__..~e~.; ~ 

~ We were delighted to receive your gift 

through the courtesy of Congressman Fiedler and Max 

Friedersdorf, and shall retain it for inclusion in 

our future Presidential collection. Your gesture 

of friendship and support are deeply appreciated. 

Nancy joins me in sending you our best wishes. 

Sincerely, 




