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The General Accounting Office request for information on 

General Noriega asks for a broad range of sensitive intelligence 

material, information from open law enforcement files, and 

material reflecting the deliberative decisionmaking process of 

the Executive branch. Administration officials met with the GAO 

in an effort to narrow the request, which GAO declined to do. 

Because the request involves extremely sensitive 

intelligence and law enforcement information, and because the 

attempt to inquire into the deliberative process of the Executive 

branch raises serious constitutional concerns, we informed GAO on 

July 13, 1988, that we would need to complete a legal review of 

the issues raised by their request before responding. The 

Justice Department has just completed that review and has 

concluded that the subject matter of the request is beyond GAO's 

statutory authority. The Justice Department has also concluded 

that~ the request within GAO's legal authorityJ'there 

are~~tatutory and constitutional objections to providing various 

specific categories of information requested. 

Consistent with the legal advice we have now received 

from the Justice Department, we will be to informing GAO that we 

cannot participate in the study as currently designed. The 

Administration is prepared to meet with GAO to discuss the legal 

issues involved. Moreover, if GAO reformulates its request in a 

manner consistent with its statutory authority and the legal 

principles involved, we will respond to any such new request in 

an appropriate manner. 



re: Study #472165 

Dear Ms. Kingsbury: 

DRAFT 
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

I am writing in further response to GAO's request concerning a 
study of the alleged drug activities of Manuel Noriega, and the 
role information about such activities played in decisions about 
U.S. foreign policy. 

As you know, from the outset the Administration has been 
concerned about the breadth of the request and the fact that 
sought access to sensitive intelligence and law enforcement 
information and material related to the deliberative process of 
the Executive branch. Unfortunately, discussions between 
Administration officials and representatives of the GAO did not 
succeed in narrowing the request. As I informed you by letter 
dated July 13, 1988, the Administration was reviewing the 
important statutory and constitutional issues raised by your 
request, and would respond following that review. The Justice 
Department completed their analysis this week. 

Based on the Justice Department's legal analysis, the 
Administration believes that the request, as formulated, is 
beyond GAO's statutory authority. It is not related to the 
evaluation of any statutorily created program or activity or the 
expenditure of funds. The Administration believes, moreover, 
that there are statutory and constitutional impediments to 
providing information in each of the three categories GAO has 
requested: law enforcement, intelligence, and Executive branch 
deliberations. The Administration therefore \'IIIIPM. not participate 
in the study as currently formulated. C&vk.. 

We are prepared to arrange a legal briefing for GAO's General 
Counsel's office on the reasons for our decision. Moreover, the 
Administration remains prepared to cooperate should GAO choose to 
reformulate its request in a manner consistent with statutory and 
constitutional requirements. 

Do not hesitate to call me if you would like to discuss this 
matter further. 

Sincerely, 

Nicholas Rostow 
Special Assistant to the President 

and Legal Adviser 

Ms. Nancy R. Kingsbury 
Associate Director 
National Security and 

International Affairs Division 
United States General Accounting Office 

Washington, D.C. 20548 DRAFT 
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reformulate its request in a manner consistent with statutory and 
constitutional requirements. 

Sincerely, 

¼, (/,~, !Jt~. 

Ms. Nancy R. Kingsbury 
Associate Director 
National Security and 

International Affairs Division 

Paul Schott Stevens 
Executive Secretary 

United States General Accounting Office 
Washington, D.C. 20548 
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August 29, 1988 

re: Study 472 65 

Dear Ms. Kingsbury: 

I am writing in fur er response to GAO's request concerning a 
study of the al eged drug activities of Manuel Noriega, and the 
role information about such activities played in decisions about 
U.S. foreign policy. 

As you know, fro the outset the Administration has been 
concerned about the extraordinary breadth of the request and the 
fact that, as the GAO has acknowledged, it sought access to 
sensitive intelligence and law enforcement information and 
material related to the deliberative process of the Executive 
branch. Unfortunately, discussions between Administration 
officials and representatives of the GAO did not succeed in 
narrowing the request. As we informed you by letter dated 
July 13, 1988, the Administration was reviewing the important 
statutory and constitutional issues raised by your request, and 
would respond fol-owing that review. The Justice Department 
recently completed its analysis. 

Based on the Justice Department's legal analysis, the 
Administration believes that the request, as formulated, is 
beyond GAO's statutory authority. It is not related to the 
evaluation of any statutorily created program or activity or the 
expenditure of funds. While the Administration has not at this 
time evaluated whether specific information could be provided 
were the request reformulated, it also believes that there are 
independent statutory and constitutional impediments to providing 
information in the three categories GAO has requested: law 
enforcement, -intelligence, and Executive branch deliberations. 

The Administration therefore cannot participate in the study as 
currently formulated. This position also represents the views of 
the Counsel to the President, the Legal Adviser of the Department 
of State, and the General Counsels of the Department of Defense 
and the Central Intelligence Agency. 

We are prepared to arrange a legal briefing for GAO's General 
Counsel's office on the reasons for our decision. Moreover, the 
Administration remains prepared to cooperate should GAO choose to 

- ?' 
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reformulate its request in a manner consistent with statutory and 
constitut ional requirements. 

l 
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

IA7,X> 
fJ- . ~ . (}_ H I V1,. t lf14 $rt. 

i&l'w is 

Mu~ ft.It 

yt..s-1~ 

Ms. Nancy R. Kingsbury 
Associate Director 
National Security and 

Sincerely, 

¼, 1}11..# !Jt~. 
Paul Schott Stevens 
Executive Secretary 

International Affairs Division 
United States General Accounting Office 
Washington, D.C. 20548 
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'l'he General Accounting Off ice's request for inf orrnation on 

Genera l Nor i ega asks for a broad range of sensitive intelligence 

material, information from open law enforcement files, and 

mater i a l ref l ecting the deliberative decision-making process of 

the Exec ti ve branch. Administration officials met with the GAO 

in an e f fort to narrow the request, which GAO declined to do. 

Because the request involves extremely sensitive intelli

gence and law enforcement information, and because the attempt to 

inqui re i nto the deliberative process of the Executive branch 

r a i ses serious constitutional concerns, we informed G~O on July 

13, 1988, that we would need to complete a legal review of the 

i ssues rai~ed by their request before responding. The Justice 

Department has just completed that review and has concluded that 

t..~e s ubj ect matter of the request is beyond GAO's statutory 

authority . The Justice Department has also concluded that, even 

were t he request within GAO's legal authority, there are statuto

ry and constitutional objections to providing various specific 

categories of i nformation requested. 

consistent with the legal advice we have now received from 

t he J ust i ce Department, we will be informing G~0 that we cannot 

participate i n the study as currently designed, The Adminis

tration i s prepared to meet with GAO to discuss the legal issues 

involved. Moreover, if GAO reformulates its request in a manner 

consistent with its statuatory authority and the legal principles 

involved, we will respond to any such new request in an appropri-

ate manner. 



Thursda¥} 
August 18; 1988 

T:00 New York Times 

Whit· House Block a}No · · 
. • , aoa~R·T PEAR the G.A.O., may file suit In Federal ' trod~ llllal-..... 
SpeciaJ1Gn.Nilwvonn- court to get access .to Government agencies 

WASHJNG'ION, Aug.17 - The White documencs. But the President may Illegal fo 
HOQII' ~ • o.-clerecl' the State Depart. withhold records of foreign Intelligence · • Senati . F .. 

:meat..~ Defense Department and the activities. . · Massachiait~~Mt~ 
,=eatraf Jptell~ Agency . not u,. Mr. Alexander said he Would soon In: quested tM_ G.K.'} ~ .. 
~rat.,'\vttb a Congressional lnvesti- re::=====~~~~~~======!!!:!!!!!!_2!!!!!~~-==-!!!=1111==::. 
.gaftoirq,f ~Ible' Illegal activities by 1' --
Gen. Manuel Antonio Nortesa of Pana 
ma. Admlnlstrattort offlclala said to--
day. . . 

The lnvesttgaton; from the General 
Accounting Office, an arin of Congress, 
are studying the ways that Information 
about drug ,trafficking by foreign offb
clals Influences decisions by the United 
States·· on foreign · 'policy. They are 
focusing on Panama as "a case study." 

Generar Noriega. the Panamanian 
strongman, was Indicted In February 
on "drug· traftlcldng charges •by two 

. Federal gran~ Juries In Florida. The 
Reag~ Administration offered to drop 
the charges If the general would resign 
and leave Panama, but he refused.. 

The lnvestigatlorr by the accounting 
office cou@ touch on politically sensi
tive matters, Dke the question of when 
Vice President Bush learned that Gen
eral Noriega might be Involved In drug 
trafficking. 

1 Years of Praise 
• For years, General Noriega provided 
political intelligence- to the United 
States Government. From 1982 to 1987, 
American law-enforcement officials 
wrote six letters warmly praising the 
Panamanian leader for his aid In fight• 
ing the International traffic in narcot
, lcs. John C. Lawn, head of the Federal 
'Drug Enforcement Administration, 
said he had written such letters be-
cause he was "left out of the loop" by 
American Intelligence agencies. 

Roger B. Feldman, the State Depart
ment Comptroller, said "all executive 
branch agencies have been instructed 
by the White House" not to provide any 
of the requested informatlqn or docu
ments to the G.A.O. until further notice. 

; Defense Department officials pro
vided information from June 1 through 
July 12, when they said they had been 
instructed by the White House to sus-
pend cooperation 1 · 

! Nicholas Rostow, legal adviser to the 
1National Security Council, said the in
vestigation "raises iinportant statu
ltory and' constitutional issues" involv
'ing access to sensitive ·law-enforce
ment and Intelligence data. In a letter -
'to the G.A.O. on July 13, he said the Ad-
ministration was analyzing those 
issues. 

White House Move Is Unusual 
A White House official said today 

that the issues were still being re
viewed. He said the White House might 
issue guidelines for G.A.O. access to in
formation, but he could not say when 
documents might actually be disclosed. 

Representative · BIU Alexander, 
Democrat of Arkansas, said the White 
House was "stonewalling" in al} appar
ent effort to withhold evidence that . 
Federal agencies were "working at 
cross purposes.'_' · 

Congressional auditors often haggle 
1 with individual ag~ncies over access to 
specific documents. But it Is unusual 
for the White House to issue a blanket 
policy suspending cooperation while it 
tries to decide how to respond. 

Nancy R. Iijngsbury, the G.A.O. offi
cial superviSin& the project, said, "We 
have, by letter and telephone discqs
sions, continued trying to obtain Infor
mation and schedule meetings with the 
Departments of State, .Defense and 

. Justice, but these efforts have been 
refused, with each agerthy citing the 
National Security Cound l's direction 
as the reason for refusal · ·· 

For example, she said\ a drug-en
forcement official at the Justice De
par ment " told us that the,National Se
curity council gave Instructions not to 
meet with us until N.S.C. &Ives the go-_ 
ahead." 

Under Federal law, each agency is 
required to give the General Account
Ing Office ilie Information it requires 
for investigations. 1lte Comptroller 
General of the United States, as head of 
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United States 
General Accounting Office 
Washington, D.C. 20548 

National Security and 
International Affairs Division 

' 
6 175 G~ 

May 13, 1988 

Mr. Paul Schott Stevens 
Executive Secretary 
National Security Council 
Old Executive Office Bldg. 
Washington, o.c. 20506 

Dear Mr. Stevens: 

The General Accounting Office, has been requested to 
undertake a study of Panamanian leader Gen. Manuel 
Noriega's alleged drug activities. The study, under code 
472165, will examine (1) the broad parameters of U.S.
Panamanian relations over the past 20 years, (2) the type 
of information about Noriega developed by various 
intelligence and law-enforcement agencies, (3) the extent 
to which this information reached foreign policy decision
makers, and (4) the role that such information played in 
decisions on U.S. foreign policy. 

This work will be performed by Mr. Donald L. Patton, Group 
Director; Mr. James o. Benone, Evaluator-in-Charge; and 
and Mr. Jon Chasson; of our Foreign Economic Assistance 
Group. 

The work will be conducted at the National Security 
Council, the Department of State, the Department of 
Defense, the Department of Justice, and other federal 
agencies. 

We appreciate any assistance you can provide to our staff. 
If you have any questions, please contact Mr. Patton at 
275-1898 or Mr. Benone at 275-7487. 

Sincerely 

J2;i. 
Assoc i a t e 

;~r~ 
Kell~ ... -- / 
Director · 
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GAO United States 
General Accounting Office 
Washington, D.C. 20548 

National Security and 
International Affairs Division 

June 23, 1988 

Mr. C. Nicholas Rostow 
Special Assistant to the President 

and Legal Advisor 
ational Security Council 

Dear Mr. Rostow: 

As you are aware, Senator John Kerry, Chairman of the 
Subcommittee on Terrorism, arcotics, and International 
Operations and Representative Bill Alexander, are concerned 
that information about illegal activities by high-level 
officials of other nations may not be adequately 
considered in U.S. foreign policy decisions. At their 
request, the General Accounting Office is undertaking an 
initial case study of how information about General Noriega 
was developed by various government agencies, and what role 
such information played in policy decisions regarding 
Panama. 

To satisfy this request, we will: 

(1) Obtain an agency overview. At each agency that 
develops relevant information on General Noriega or his 
possible involvement in illegal activities, we will receive 
a briefing that outlines the general organizational 
structure and the operational procedures related to the 
agency's data collection, analysis, and dissemination 
systems. 

(2) Interview relevant personnel. Once we understand the 
basic organizational structure, we will then interview key 
personnel responsible for (1) defining agency information 
needs with regard to Noriega and Panama, (2) implementing 
the information collection process, (3) collecting and 
reporting raw data, and (4) analyzing and disseminating 
data on Panama and Noriega. 

(3) Review documents. As we learn more about each 
agency's collection and reporting processes, we will 
request relevant documents. We anticipate that these will 
include: specific directives, instructions, or taskings to 
collect data on Noriega or alleged illegal activities 
involving Noriega, cables and reports from field offices 



regarding Noriega's involvement in or toleration of illegal 
activitie, analyses or summaries of field reporting on 
Noriega, and geographic/subject-area studies discussing the 
role or suspected role of Noriega in illegal activities. 

(4) Bxaaine the use of inforaation about Noriega in the 
foreign policy process. After completing a systematic 
review at each agency, we will attempt to determine how 
agency reporting on Noriega may have influenced foreign 
policy decisions on Panama. We will first identify the 
agencies, organizations, and individuals who play a role in 
deciding national security and foreign policy issues with 
regard to Panama. Through interviews and a review of 
relevant documents, we will determine whether information 
about Noriega reached them, and how that information was 
used in making decisions. 

As part of our review, we will contact appropriate 
officials of the National Security Council who are now or 
were in the past involved in policy decisions regarding 
Panama. We intend to discuss their knowledge and 
utilization of information concerning General Noriega's 
illegal activities. 

We understand that this review will involve potentially 
sensitive material that may require special controls and 
safeguards. We are willing to discuss this issue with you 
and take appropriate precautions. 

Mr. Levin indicated that you would handle this request 
expeditiously, and I look forward to hearing from you 
early next week. If you have any additional questions 
about our review, please contact Mr. Patton at 275-1898 or 
Mr. Benone at 275-7487. 

Sincerely yours, 

2 
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MEMORANDUM FOR 

FROM : 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 15, 1988 

ARTHUR B. CULVAHO~Sr~~~ 

C. DEAN MCGRATH, fJJ -1. (_ 
Letter from Senators Hef in and Rudman Concerning 
an Unauthorized Disclosure Made by a Member or 
Employee of the Senate Intelligence Committee 

The National Security Council staff (Barry Kelly's office) has 
prepared a response to the above-referenced letter. Since the 
re s ponse involved sensitive compartmented information, it was 
prepared for General Powell's signature. I reviewed the proposed 
response and had no legal objection to its transmittal. 
Therefore, no further action on our part is required. 
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TO : 

FROM : 

ACTION 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

Date: 

Barry Kelly 

C. DEAN McGRATH 
Associate Counsel 

to the President 

□ For your information 

10-21-88 

□ For your review & comment 

26g As we discussed 

□ For your files 

□ Please see me 

□ Return to me after your review 

COMMENTS: 

., 



HOWEU HEFLIN. ALABAMA. CHAIRMAN 

• WAhREN 8. RUDMAN, NEW HAMPSHIRE. VICE CHAIRMAN 

..f)AVID P!IYOII. ARKANSAS • JESSE' HELMS. NORTH CAROLINA 
TERRY SANFORD. NANCY LANDON KASSEBAUM. KANSAS 

NORTH CAROLINA 

WILSON R. ABNEY. ACTING STAFF DIRECTOR/CHIEF COUNSEL 
ANNETTE M. GILLIS. CHIEF CLERK 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON ETHICS 

HART SENATE OFFICE BUILDING, ROOM 220 

SECOND AND CONSTITUTION AVENUE, NE. 

Mr. Ken Duberstein 
White House Chief of Staff 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, D.C . 20500 

Dear Mr. Duberstein: 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6425 

TELEPHONE 224-2981 

October 4, 1988 

It is our understanding from recent press accounts that 
President Reagan and a "well - placed adminis t ration official" have 
alleged that congressional sources recently leaked information about 
covert operations t o oust Panama ' s Genera l No r i ega . The official 
went on to note that " this h a ppens every time we notify Congress of 
an intelligence find i ng . " 

In S. Re s . 400 , 94th Congress , this Committee was charged with 
the following: 

(d) It shall be the duty of the Select Committee on 
Standards and Conduct to investigate any unauthorized 
disclosure of intelligence information by a Member , 
officer or employee of the Senate in violation of 
subsection (c) and to report to the Senate concerning 
any allegation which it finds to be substantiated . 

So that we may fulfill our obligation to the Senate, we ask 
that if President Reagan has any evidence of an unauthorized 
disclosure made by a Member or employee of the Senate Intelligence 
Committee that we be made aware of the information in a t ime ly 
fashion. 

With Best Wishes , c;ra711y 0, 
~ R~dma n 
Vice Chairma n 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 13, 1988 

MEMORANDUM FOR COLIN POWELL 

FROM: JOHN C. TUC 

SUBJECT: President Delvalle of Panama 

j JJ._ Q_o Po

b/ J f}I)/ 
I!_ IJ 1:2 I 

Senator D'Arnato has been in contact with the Office of the Chief 
of Staff, specifically B. Oglesby. Senator D'Arnato urges that 
while President Delvalle i s visiting in this country, and 
preferably prior to the time t hat D'Arnato meets with him in New 
York this Friday afternoon, there be a high level contact urging 
Delvalle not to resign as President of Panama. We have a 
commitment for someone to get back to D'Arnato to apprise him of 
our course of action. 

be: M. B. Ogle sby 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 13, 1988 

MEMORANDUM FOR COLIN POWELL 

FROM: JOHN C. TUC 

SUBJECT: President Delvalle of Panama 

Senator D'Amato has been in contact with the Office of the Chief 
of Staff, specifically B. Oglesby. Senator D'Amato urges that 
while President Delvalle is visiting in this country, and 
preferably prior to the time that D'Amato meets with him in New 
York this Friday afternoon, there be a high level contact urging 
Delvalle not to resign as President of Panama. We have a 
commitment for someone to get back to D'Amato to apprise him of fl,,,, 
our course of action. , f!IO j('l 5, 
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ARNOLD & PORTER 
1200 NEW HAMPSHIRE AV ENUE , N . W. 

1700 L INCOLN S TR E ET 

D E NVE R, COLORADO 80203 

(303) 863- 1000 

WASHINGTO N, D . C . 20036 

(202) 8 72 - 6700 

CAB L E : "ARFOPO" 

900 TH I RD AV ENUE 

N EW YORK , NEW YORK 10022 

(212) 593 - 277 2 

WI LLIAM D. ROGERS 

D IRECT LINE: (202) 872-69 15 

BY TELEFAX 

T E LECO P I E R: (202) 872-6720 

TELE X: 89-2733 

March 16, 1988 

The Honorable John D. Negroponte 
Deputy Assistant to the President 

for National Security Affairs 
First Floor , West Wing 
The White House 
Washington , D.C. 20500 

Dear John: 

I enclose herewith a brief memorandum on the 
safety net required for Panama. It was prepared by an 
eminent group of bankers and economists who have been 
assembled here in Washington to constitute the Financial 
Task Force of the Government of Panama. 

They are at your disposition. Their analysis of 
the need is thorough and persuasive. 

Since~ urs, 

William D. Rogers 

Enclosure 
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MEMORANDUM 

FROM: Financial Task Force 
Government of Panama 
Arnold & Porter 

March 16, 1988 

RE: Day One Financial Requirements in Panama 

When Noriega is driven from power, it will be the 

result of the financial firestorm created by the closing 

of the Panamanian financial system. That firestorm must 

be extinguished on the day of his overthrow or it will 

consume the successor Delvalle regime as well. This 

means the immediate restoration of confidence in the 

banking system of Panama, so that salary checks can be 

cashed, ordinary commercial life begin again and the 

economy quickly revived. This is the most urgent task 

for Day One. 

Restoration of financial confidence will be 

quickly followed by a longer term economic 

reconstruction effort, to institute an economic program 

of reforms designed to balance the budget, open the 

economy, stimulate investment and eliminate corruption. 

But the task at the moment is the restoration of 

financial confidence which is an absolute precondition 

to the longer-term effort. 
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- 2 -

President Reagan's statement made clear that the 

United states was dedicated not only to getting rid of 

Noriega but also to cooperating with the successor 

regime in restoring Panama's economic health. Secretary 

of State Shultz at his press conference on March 11 

stated that the United States would do "everything 

possible" to that end. 

Concretely, to insure that the banking system 

reopens the day Noriega is overthrown, the United states 

should immediately establish a safety net for the 

Panamanian banks in the public and private sectors in 

the amount of $400 million -- 15% of total deposits. 

This should be done in the form of a contingent line of 

credit to be drawn down if and as required by the 

Panamanian banks. The loan agreement should be with the 

Banco Nacional de Panama as the central government's 

financial agent and should be administered in a 

segregated account of the Banco Nacional under the 

direction of new, specially-appointed administrators 

drawn from the private financial community. 

Disbursements would be made into the Banco Nacional 

account as and to the extent required by the liquidity 

demands of the Panamanian banks. 

Public knowledge of such a safety net, combined 

with other immediate measures undertaken by the new 

Delvalle Government of National Reconciliation, will 

demonstrate that the financial crisis is over. 
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Confidence will be restored. Withdrawals will be 

minimized, and drawdowns of the line of credit therefore 

be in the end modest. But without the assurance of such 

a safety net, the banking system of Panama -- and 

therefore the economy of Panama -- will collapse and 

make academic any longer-term economic efforts. 
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OSE 

1H E WHITE HOUSE 

WASH I NGTON 

PANAMANIAN PRESIDENT ERIC A. DELVALLE 
DATE: i5ecemo e r 2r.-1 98 = 

LOCATION: Oval Office --
TIME: 9:50 to 10:00 a.m. 

FROM: COLIN L. POWELL~ 

e onstrate your continued support and assure President 
e:valle that we are actively working for Noriega's removal 

=r power . 

remains in hiding in Panama and is 
·e_ressed over the failure of Panamanian and U.S. efforts to 

oriega . The lack of strong pressures on the regime 
quarter has led Delvalle to question his personal 

e. Delvalle is planning to resign, but not 
e ly . 

e _ ale 's resignation would complicate our sanctions and 
gnition policy . He is seeking a public demonstration of 

ed U.S. commitment to democracy in Panama and support 
e Panamanian opposition. He wants your assurance of 

-- · _ ed U.S. support for his strategy of negotiating with 
_ ~~ega . Delvalle will have met with Secretary Shultz on 

er 21 . 

=.:.s- a ab B . 

---~~e H se photographer only. 

EVENTS 

opportunity with the President and Vice President 
a five -minute conversation. 

_oint s to be Made 
~ist of Participants 
Biography 

~c: Vice President 
Chief of Staff (2) 



POINTS TO BE MADE FOR MEETING WITH PANAMANIAN 
PRESIDENT ERIC A. DELVALLE 

876 3 

u rge y ou to stay the course, for the sake of all 

_anamani a n s. You have already shown impressive courage and 

patrioti s m. Withdrawal now would be a tragic loss of 

eaders hip i n the fight to restore democracy to Panama. 

We remain c ommitted to the goals of Noriega's departure fr om 

power and t h e reestablishment of genuine democracy in 

Pa n a ma . We will continue to work with you in applying 

p ressure to reach a realistic and durable solution. I'm 

s re George agrees. 

OADR 
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LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 

ein 

______ ~.:_ z er 
s~o Arcos, Acting Assistant Secretary of State, ARA 

as ori o, SC 

-~es.:. e_c Je valle 
a:_ Sosa, Panamanian Ambassador to the United States 

- se ca~denas, Acting Leader of Delvalle's Party 

cONF rbENT-RL 
Declassify on : OADR 



ERIC ARTURO DELVALLE 

Addressed as Mr. President, Eric Arturo Delvalle has been 
e Preside n t of the Republic of Panama since September 26, 1985, 

w e icolas Ardito Barletta resigned under pressure from the 
ilitary a nd party and cabinet leaders. Delvalle was illegally 

re oved from office on February 25, 1988 but remains recognized 
by h e U.S. as Panama's legitimate President. 

De lva l le comes from a family that has long been prominent in 
b siness a n d politics. His father was the founder of the 
ep blican Party, and his uncle was Vice President of Panama 

d ring 1 964-1968. He has been President of the Republican Party 
s· ce 1 983. The party is a minor one, however, deriving most of 

powe r from its membership in the ruling coalition. 

De lvalle has close contacts with the business community and 
for many years has been the General Manager of the Delvalle 
family sugar mill, Azucarera Nacional. He is also a prominent 

embe r of Panama City's Jewish community. Delvalle, 51, had 
corona r y and heart surgery about 13 years ago, but his health now 
seems good, and has not visibly affected his functioning as 
Preside n t. 

De lvalle studied agriculture at Louisiana State University. 
He speak s fluent English. His wife, the former Mariela Diaz, 50, 
is the daughter of a formal Liberal Party leader and a graduate 
of Immaculate College in Philadelphia. She too speaks English. 
The De l valles have three children, all married. 



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

December 20, 1988 

~~ RMDUM FOR COLIN L. POWELL 

ROBERTS. fTORINO 

S The President's Meeting with Eric Delvalle, 
President of Panama, 9:50 to 10:00 a.m., 
December 22, 1988 

8763 

ache d for transmittal to the President is the briefing memo 
=or he photo-op for Eric Delvalle, President of Panama. 

~ e Jepa rtment of State has recommended the meeting. 

aryA a ~ r concurs. 

RECOMMENDATION 

a you forward th7o 
Approve 

Atta chme n t 

at Tab I to the President. 

Disapprove 

Tab I - Powell Memo to the President with Attachments 

Ct,~ 
Decl assify on: OADR 

Prepared by: t ,tJ 
Clarke M. Brintnall 
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POINTS TO BE MADE FOR MEETING WITH 
PANAMANIAN PRESIDENT ERIC A. DELVALLE 

I urge you to stay the course, for 
the sake of all Panamanians. You 
have already shown impressive 
courage and patriotism. Withdrawal 
now would be a tragic loss of 
leadership in the fight to restore 
democracy to Panama. 

CONF r..oo:rfITA~ 2 

/ . 
we remain committed to the goals of 
Noriega's departure from power and 
the reestablishment of genuine 
democracy in Panama. We will 
continue to work with you in 
applying pressure to reach~ 
realistic and durable solution. 
I'm sure George agrees. 
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