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United Sta~es Department of State 

Washington, D. C. 20520 

December 29, 1983 

Ms. Nancy Oestreich Lurie 
President 
American Anthropological Association 
1703 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20009 

Dear Ms. Lurie: 

Your letters to the President of the United States and to 
Secretary of State George P. Shultz, dated November 28, 1983, 
have been referred to this office for reply. In your letters, 
you brought to our attention the text of a recent motion 
adopted by the American Anthropological Association, relating 
to the treat ent of tribal minorities in the Philippines. 

The Association refers to development projects 
necessitat ing the displacement of indigenous peoples. This 
office is aware of no projects of this nature under way at the 
present time. One such project which became the subject of 
substantial public controversy involved the construction from 
Philippine funds of a series of dams in the Chico River valley 
of northern Luzon . Several years ago, after ascertaining the 
strong opposition of the local population to being moved off 
their tribal land s, the Philippine Government suspended further 
construct ion indefinit ely. 

The Administration fully recognizes that human rights 
abuses are a problem in the Philippines, and pays close 
attention to the human rights situation there. The Department 
of State periodically requests the Philippine Government to 
investigate reports of human rights abuses. A complete review 
of the subject i s contained in the annual Country Reports on 
Human Right s Practices, which is submitted to the Congress. 
The report on 1983 activities is currently under preparation. 
Although there are reports of individual cases of military 
aQuse, someti mes involving members of tribal minorities, such 
reports usually emanate from areas of the country affected by 
armed insurgency against the government. There is no evidence 
of a systematic pattern of repression directed against minority 
groups. 

With regard to U.S. aid to the Philippines, most of this 
aid is used for projects directly benefiting the Filipino 
people such as school construc'tion, public works, 
farm-to-market roads, public markets, water and sewage systems 
and power generation plants. The military aid we provide 
enables the Philippine armed forces, which are relatively small 
and ill-equipped, to pursue their modernization program. 
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Through successive administrations in Washington and 
Manila, the United States has been a friend and ally of the 
Filipino people and of the Government of the Philippines. We 
expect to continue this close relationship in the years to come. 

Sincerely, 

Ulrich A. Straus 
Director, 
Philippine Affairs 
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DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING: 

ID: 

MEDIA: 

TO: 

FROM: 

185261 

LETTER, DATED NOVEMBER 28, 1983 

PRESIDENT REAGAN 

MISS NANCH OESTREICH LURIE 
PRESIDENT 
AMERICAN ANTHROPOLOGICAL ASSOC. 
1703 NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENUE, NW 
WASHINGTON DC 20009 

SUBJECT: FORWARDS MOTION ADOPTED BY THE AMERICAN 
ANTHROPOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION REGARDING 
THE PHILIPPINES 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486. 

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
(OR DRAFT) TO: 
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE 

SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 



28 Nove mb e r 1983 

The Pres i de nt 
The White Hou s e 
1600 Pennsylvania Av e nue 
Washingto n , DC 20500 

Mr. Pres id e nt : 

9338882 

AMERICAN 
ANTHROPOLOGICAL 

ASSOCIATION 

The Amer ic a n Anthropologi ca l Asso ciation, which has consistently and 
repeated ly opposed the oppre s si on of indigenous peoples throughout the 
world , has called for th e cessation of development projects requiring 
the fo rce d relocation of tribal minorities in the Philippines, and the 
terminat ion of U. S . mili tary and economic aid to the government of the 
Philippi nes. 

The fol lowing motion was adopted at the 82nd Annual Meeting of the 
Associat ion in Chic ago, November 18, 1983: 

Be it moved that th e American Anthropological Association 
cal l for the imm edi ate cessation of ••• development projects 
sup ported by th e Marcos regime requiring the displacement 
of i ndig e nous peop les, for the immediate cessation of 
milita ry a nd oth er political repression of tribal minorities 
by t he Ma r cos r egim e; and furthermore that the Association 
ca l l upon the Unit ed States government to immediately 
cut of f all mili tary and economic aid to the Marcos 
regi me, s ince th e regime is responsible for violent 
suppress ion of hum a n rights. 

The motio n r e pres e nt s t he sense of the assembled members of the 
Associatio n . We r es pectfully and urgently commend this action to your 
attention. 

Yours respectf ully , 

c/J~ tfutidh ~ . 
Nancy Oestreich Lurie 
President 

1703 NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENUE, N.W., WASHINGTON, D . C. 20009 TELEPHONE (202) 232-8800 
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JAMES ABDNOR 

5'>UTK 0.I.KO1'A 
APPROPRIATIONS 

CHAIRMAN-TREASURY, USPS, GEN. GOVT. 

AGRICULTURE 
/ SH-309 HART SENATE OFFICE BUILDING 
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ENERGY ANO WATER DEVELOPMENT 

HUD-INDEPENDENT AGENCIES 

TRANSPORTATION 

7 (202)224-2321 
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VERNON C. LOEN 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510 

Janu ary 23, 1984 

The Honorable d. B. Oglesby 
Assi s tant to the President 

for Legislative Affairs 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear B: 

ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC WORKS 
CHAIRMAN-WATER RESOURCES 

TRANSPORTATION 
TOXIC SUBSTANCES-EN\/. OVERSIGHT 

JOINT ECONOMIC 
CHAIRMAN-AGRICULTURE AND TRANS, 

TRADE, PRODUCTIVITY, ECON. GROWTH 

Enclosed is a copy of a l e tter addressed to the President by 
Mr . Francis Doom, lagner , South Dakota, requesting a letter 
from the President in connection with a Rotary Group Study 
Exchange Program, ith the Philippines. 

As the team from the United States is to depart f or the 
Philippines on February 15, 1984, I trust the requested l et
t er may be forwarded to Mr . Doom in the very near f uture. 

Thank you for your t ime and assistance. 

Wi t h best wishes, 

J A/gf 
Enclo sure 

Sincerel y , 

JAMES ABDNOR 
United States Senator 
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President Ronald Reagan 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington , D. C. aJ5(XJ 

Dear Mr . President: 

January 15 , 1984 

I am a marber of Rotary Intematiooal with rranbership of 24 years in the club of Wagier , South 
Dakota. Fach ye,ar Rotary Intema iooal , through the Rotary Foundation , sends Group Study Teams 
to foreigl a::untries as a .... ~ experience and cultural exchang-e . I am rrost ple.,ased and 
very prcod to have been ~ected by the District Group Study Exchange Carmittee to represent 
our Rotary District - · ch inclooes clubs frcm South Dakota, Minnesota, Icwa, and Nebraska 
- as Tean Lea::1er o:- a . of five young business and professional ID2l1 to tour the Philippines 
for seven v.eeks . 

The tean, inch.xiiQs = ~r a1d ;_-.:._ e ocn-Rotarian young rren , will be guests of about 15 Philippine 
Inst fanilies . · · e ~'e'e ~ :ill be making presentations to approximately 80 Rotary Clubs 
at i:-mi.a. ti!re w~ rE'e ;j-_e (.V,X)rttnity to tell the 11Mirl- West-AmPri.ca" Story to friends i.n Rotary 
that we md mt ~ ·a..s1.: t . 

At the cl:ir:Ex ot a.r - a.r ean and I will be addressing their District Conference in Bacolod 
City - a ~ther.i! : mre ..ia1 2 500 Rotarians and their RotaryAnns . At that sarre conference , 
in a gynnasi .:..twill be my great pleasure to, as personal representative 
of our Dis rict :orJE..!..l present to them a gift of 15 ,000 sch:xll tooks - collected, 
sorted, cleaned. _ ea p::ickaged , pallatized , and shipped to the Rotary Club of 
Bacolcxl a-xi treir. - is-ric':- frun our Rotary District 561. This gift , while representing 
a value of pe~ ess - (Xl) .00 , represents toousands and toousands of oours of Rotarian 
ti.Ire d::dica:ed :o w::r_.. i ... · service. These bcd<s , rrostly for use by primary grades , 
will be used : -reir,. _e in CXlillJJl1ities where their access to text books is limited if 
not n:n-exis~- . 

Mr. President . i:: w:li!: ~ cur rip greatly if I could carry with rre a letter fran you 
to read aid give - - • ·-.:_ ire District Cbvemor and to the Philippine Rotarians -- a letter 
pel"l'la{x3 express" J _ - • isres for the success of the Rotary Group Study Exchange Prcgram 
and its ct>~ec::i--es en: ,..ai12.;5 fu.SJ a, expression of appreciation for the warmth and under-
standing of ~!E.:..r '2 .:.. 3:lS- · _ mr tean. 

I have CXJ1ta:::-.,:ya 5::f-.e.<.£.r a:-£S rorr- and asked that he obtain for rre fran the State Department , 
our Fore:igl ?o_icy ~ ~ Ftl . .:..~ines so that I or any of our Tean say nothing cootrary 
to rur ix>licy ~ all will be amassadors of the United States as well 

Thank yoo ~'or yr:u. 

in your ef:'or+-...s l?a(e 

be with ru . 

Very truly yairs 

Francis Ix.cm 
Pox fi:J7 
Wagrier, &A.Ith Dakota :irE 

,-:____ certainly act accordingly . 

ua.ry 15, 1994 . Srx:uld you decide to send such a letter 
needed. 

.:..02'ra- · m in this matter. Yoo rave fIT:{ <Xlltinued sup!X)rt 
-re ::est p_ace in the \..Orld to live. G:xx1 luck and Cbd 

fuclooed : Cbjectives of Rotary Grulp Stlxly Exchange Prcgran 
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The Rotary Foundation 

of 
Rotary International 

Application tor Groap eltacly Exchange Award 

Objectives 
The Rotary Foundation Group Study Exchange is an educational 
program designed to: 

a. provide to outstanding young business and pro
fessional men opportunities for studying an
other country, its people and institutions 
through participation in an organized program 
of study and discussion in the country con
cerned; 

b. further international understanding by allowing 
men of good will to meet, talk and live with 
each other in _a spirit of fellowship so that they 
may get to know each other's problems and 
aspirations, and to permit such personal con
tacts to ripen into lasting friendships: 

c. involve Rotarians in a specific, practical and 
meaningful international service project by or
ganizing educational programs and providing 
hospitality for study teams. 

;

TRUCTIONS 

1. In making appl,Vcation for a /roup Study ange a-1fd, a district aJees to ac9't tile foll4-
ing conditioni and obliga · s:... , / 

1
/ ,7 ... 

a. To apP, int a Group tudy Exchan/.ubcommiytee of the distri t Rotary F,oundation ,com
mitte , composed fat least thr e Rotarians / with provision r continu·ty of me ership 
fro year to yea . 1 

b. o select and · struct a team of five yo~ business and p ofessiona men, plu 
governor's presentative,- ✓to be sent to ;.ne paired distr· t for a stutly progra 
less than f r weeks nor more than s · eeks. / 

c. To rec ve a similar am from the aired district r a compa able peri of time and 
to be esponsible fo providing the·r meals, lodgin and trans rtation w ·1e in the district. 

d. · s application basic study p n which ou 11nes the pr gram that will be 
pr "ded the vis· ·ng study tea . The plan m st be in su ·cient detail to demonstrate 
that the distric fully underst nds the serio educationa purpose of e Group Study Ex-
change progr and is prep red to provid the visiting earn w;:·th a ple opportunity to 
gain an accu ate picture of e country, i s people and eir way o life. 

e. To submit, on schedule, e various reports required by The R tary Foundation. 



2. The Rotary Foundation pays only the cost of round-trip transportation of each team, not 
to exceed economy class jet air fare, between the point of departure in the sending dis
trict and the point of arrival in the receiving district. All other expenses are borne by 
the participating Rotarians and team members. 

3. Prior to submission of an application, two thirds of the Rotary clubs of the district must, 
by resolution at the district conference or district assembly or through ballot-by-mail, 
indicate their approval and support of the application and agree to serve as hosts to a 
visiting team if called upon to do so. 

4. In making awards, the trustees of The Rotary Foundation reserve the right to determine 
how districts will be paired and which shall serve first as hosts. Preferences expressed 
by the districts in their applications will be given every consideration. 

5. A Group Study Exchange team member must not be a Rotarian, the dependent of a Rotarian, 
the child, stepchild, grandchild, or brother of a Rotarian or a spouse thereof. 

6. This is an exchange between paired districts. Districts selected to participate must both 
send and receive teams. 

APPLICATION DEADLI ES. After carefully noting the conditions of award, the application 
should be filled out and mailed, along with two copies of the district's basic plan, to The Ro
tary Foundation, 1600 Ridge Avenue, Evanston, Illinois 60201, U.S.A. Applications for 1979-81 
awards must be received by 1 April, 1979. 

BASIC PLAN. To assist districts in their preparation of the basic study plan, there are out
lined below those elements which are to be covered in detail in every study program. Those 
preparing basic plans should contact as many Rotary clubs as possible so that the basic plan 
reveals to as great a degree as possible the activities clubs in its district will be prepared 
to offer a visiting study team. 

If a visit by the study team to other nearby districts appears advisable, the district governors 
concerned should be contacted promptly to assure that their agreement to assist in hosting a 
team is obtained before the district application is sent to The Rotary Foundation. 

The Group Study Exchange is an educational program. Facilities and opportunities must be 
provided for meaningful, in-depth instruction and discussion on as many aspects as possible 
of the institutions of the host district and country. The program should call on many persons 
in a variety of fields- -non- Rotarians as well as Rotarians- -to provide such instruction and 
to engage in a mutual exchange of information with the team members. It is particularly 
important that opportunities be provided for contacts and discussions with young people in 
each field, and for the reciprocal imparting by members of the group study team of information 
about their homelands. 

At least one week should be set aside during which arrangements have been made in advance by 
the host district for the team members to meet, for the most part individually, with representa
tives of their own businesses and professions in order to study techniques, conditions, and 
levels of development in their respective fields and in order to engage in a mutual exchange of 
information and ideas. 

Basic study plans should also reflect an awareness that to obtain a good environment for 
understanding, leisure time needs to be provided for the hosts and visitors to get to know each 
other. Small, at-home gatherings should be scheduled frequently and provision should be 
made for team members to live as much as possible in homes rather than in public accom
modations. The following are elements of successful Group Study Exchange programs: 

.. 
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MEMORANDUM 

ATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL t!tldS-
December 29, 19s3 ~.Ou 7 

--;PtJJtj 
ACTIO 

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT C. MCFARLANE 

FROM: RICHARD CHILDRESS Ge) ______ _ 

SUBJECT: no Letter to the President 

The letter at Tab A was handed to me at State yesterday. It 
was tur ed o er by Quasha to a State official during the 
President's trip to Japan and was embarrassingly lost in an 
in-box. 

?R?~
r60a--a 

I do not reco end a written reply, but an introductory phone 
call fro y se fin response to his last paragraph. 

Gasto~concurs. 
I 

RECOMME 

That I call Quasha, introduce myself and solicit his views, as 
appropriate. 

Approve Disapprove 

Attachment 

Tab A Quasha 11/9/83 Letter to the President 

cc: Gaston Sigur 



Executive Secretary 
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Wilma Hall 

Bud Mcfarlane 
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Executive Secretary 

NSC Secretariat 
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I = Information 

National Security Council 
Th. White House 
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System# 

Package# 

if 
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R= Retain D = Dispatch N = No further Action 

cc: VP Meese Baker Deaver Other __________ _ 

COMMENTS Should be seen by: _________ _ 
(Date.'Timei 
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WILLIAM H. OUASHA 
CIRILO F, ASPERILLA, JR. 
ALONZO Q, ANCHETA 
ALFREDO D. VALMONTE 
NILO B. PElilA 
MARIANO P, MARCOS 
POMPEYO C. NOLASCO 
FELISA B. BAGUILAT 
ERNESTO E. LANZONA 

JOSE P. VILLANUEVA 
FERNANDO F. VILORIA 
CONSTANTINE G. AGAGAN 
EDGAR E. TARRIELA 
DELFIN A. MANUEL, JR. 
JULIETA-JESSIE M. EUSTACIUIO 
ARTURO A. DE LEON 

JAIME L. MARIO, JR. 
DAISY P. ARCE 
MERCY M. PINE 
RENE B. GOROSPE 
ILDEFONSO F. BAGASAO 
NUNILO 0 . MARAPAO, JR. 
NARCISO A. MANANTAN 
LEIGHTON R. SIAZON 

OFFICES ALSO AT: 

7 LACHICA BLDG. MARUM AVE. 
DIAMOND SUBD., BALIBAGO 
ANGELES CITY 2017 
TELEPHONE: 5013 
RODOLFO S. UYENGCO 

PLAZA HOTEL BLDG. 
OLONGAPO CITY 2201 
TELEPHONE 222-5301 
LUPERIO F. VILLANUEVA 

THAILAND 

301 CHARTERED BANK 
IDUSIT THANII BLDG. 
SALADAENG RAMA IV ROAD 
BANGKOK 
MAIL: P.O. BOX 1990 
TELEPHONES: 233-1745; 

233-1746; 233-2890 
TELEX: 82983 OU ASHA TH 
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9 November 1983 

United States of America 

Dear Mr. President: 

-.. 

OF COUNSEL: 
JUDGE AGAPITO I. CRUZ 

ENRIQUE D. TAYAG 
BERNARDO S. NERA 

WAYNE G. QUASHA 
AT WASHINGTON DC& STATE OF 

VIRGIN_IA 

I am most grateful for your invitation to meet you 
in Tokyo. You have been a magnificent President, and 
every American should be proud of you. You can count 
on e 1 0% support of the Republicans Abroad in the 
P ilippi es. I hope I will not be considered presumptuous 
if I express some of my views to you; I feel I would be 
remiss if I did not do so. 

-Y primary concern is your re-election. It is my 
vie that a number of steps can be taken which will 
e ance success. One of the biggest factors will be 
the state of the United States economy. Although you 
have accomplished a great deal in reducing interest 
rates, one recognizes that they are still inordinately 
igh. Farmers are losing their farms, the housing 

industry is not taking off as it should, and Third World 
countries are staggering under the high cost of debt 
service. 

High interest rates are primarily responsible for 
the strength of the U.S. dollar versus the Japanese 
Yen, the German Mark and other currencies; thus many 
American products are placed in a disadvantageous 
position in international markets, contributing to 
America's burgeoning balance of payments deficit. This 
tends to depress production in the United States and 
to limit employment of labor. It also tends to depress 
the price of conunodities which countries such as the 
Philippines export, placing their economies in jeopardy 
which in turn is creating security problems which our 
enemies are exploiting. 

I am fully aware of the complex problems involved 
in reducing interest rates, but I believe that through 
your leadership arid determination, that objective can be 
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accomplished. A substantial reduction in interest rates, 
in my view, will do more to ensure your re-election than 
any other single step one could take. 

The second point I feel which is extremely important 
is the condition of the Philippines, which is undergoing 
a devastating financial crisis, the manifestations of which 
have not yet, but will soon, become obvious. There will 
be massive unemployment and hunger in the Philippines. 
This economic crunch will damage the country which is 
near and dear to us and which is essential to American 
security in the Pacific. 

Mr. Marcos has been maligned by the U.S. press. He 
is our true friend and ally. The recent resolution of 
the House of Representatives attacking the Philippines 
was highly improper; to us Americans living in the 
Philippines the resolution was an amazing display of 
arrogance and was in bad taste. 

The oppositionists in this country are intent on 
closing the American bases here and in imposing intolerable 
restrictions on multi-national companies. America has a 
very great investment in this country and we stand a good 
chance of losing a strategic position which we have long 
had if we allow Mr. Marcos' government to be destabilized. 
I urge that all possible help be extended to the Philippines 
as soon as possible. 

I have been in the Philippines nearly 40 years counting 
my army time, and I have been practising law here since 
May of 1946. I have seen the country in bad times and in 
good times, but I sense that the present crisis has the 
potential for dangerous fall-out. 

You are undoubtedly receiving good advice from our 
American Embassy in the Philippines, for which I have 
the highest regard, but I would be happy to provide you 
or any one you designate with my private views on a 
continuing basis. 

God bless you, my dear Mr. President. 

Respectfully yours, 

WILLIAM H. QUASHA 

WHQ:lav 
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Mr. c. c. Alfarero 
8876 Zeiler Avenue, Arleta 
Los Angeles, california 91331 

Dear Mr. Alfarero: 

Onited States Department of State 

Washington, D. C. 20520 

April 6, 1984 

Your letter to President Reagan dated March 9, 1984, 
concerning statehood for the Philippines was referred to this 
office for a reply. 

United States policy toward the Philippines has sought to 
convey our dedication to continuing the firm friendship for the 
Filipino people which has withstood the vicissitudes of 
peacetime and wartime since the beginning of this century. The 
possibility of statehood is an interesting one but, frankly, 
not an alternative very often mentioned to us by Filipino 
political leaders. Additionally, to our knowledge, the 
possiblity of statehood has not been considered by U.S. 
leaders. The Department of State looks to the Filipino people 
the selves, of course, to determine the political system best 
suited for their own country. We have continued to support a 
process of dialogue among all responsible elements there, and 
look forward to dealing constructively with whatever 
governments the people may freely choose. 

As you are no doubt aware, on numerous occasions U.S. 
leaders have conveyed to the leaders of the Philippines the 
deep commitment of the United States to representative 
government and a democratic electoral process. We have a 
long-standing policy of non-interference in the internal 
democratic processes of foreign countries. Accordingly, the 
United States Government considers the May 14 parliamentary 
elections strictly a Philippine matter. 

I thank you for taking the time to send the President your 
views. I enclose a copy of one of our latest policy documents 
on the Philippines, the testimony of Deputy Assistant Secretary 
of State John Monje before the House Foreign Affairs Asia and 
Pacific Subcommittee. 

Enclosure: 

As stated 

Sincerely, 

/f{~ciu~--; 
Ulrich A. Straus 
Director 
Philippine Affairs 
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PHILIPPINE STATEHOOD, U.S.A. MOVEMENT 
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J K.rMe l)ALFARERO 

( temp.) NATIONAL HEADQUARTER 

8876 Ze iler ave. Arleta.Los Angeles 

Califor"la U.S.A. 91331 

No.(213) 891· 1936 BARTOLOME C. CABANGBANG 
National Chairman Nationa l Chairman 
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President Rona ci Reagan 
The , hite :ouse 
tashington, ..., . c. 

ear :r. esident , 

Philippine, 

March 9, 1984 

The Phi ' p..P.ines state~~d movement national leaders are planning 

to see you iddle of April next month . There are 5.3 million members 

of this movement here in the U.S. and the Philippines. 1 also under

stand there is generated anti-american sentiment in the Philippines , 

which is not favorable to our cause. We would like to seek your 

opinion and gu idance as well as understanding to our goal. 

~he Federal party of the Philippines, the political arm of the 

Statehood movement in the Phi l ippines are fielding candidates for the 

atio 1 Assymbly this coming May elections. we also would like to 

seek your help and as s istance to let Democraev work in the Philippine 

this May elections. The opposition candidates are ancially no match 

to the well oiled political machinery of the administration. 

e believe that if the U.S. fails to help guarantee peaceful elect

tions, the Philippines will face an even worse crisis, which might 

endanger U.S. interest in the region and will surely become expensive 

for the U.S. to maintain and repair the damage therafter. 

If you are responsive to our cause, we request that you support us 

now and we rlll help implement your objectives in the Philippines . 

Economically and militarilly the U.S. stands to gain more than the 

Philippines if statehood materializes for the Philippine • 

1 Chairman 
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recent steps taken toward democracy in the Philippines, 
e. that country's May 14 parliamentary elections, deserve 

o= the United States Government. While there has been 
s o e · ae ce of fraud in the elect~ons, in general, the voting 
is cos~ ered t o have been fair and open. Opposition parties 
appear o a e fared much better than expected. These were the 
=irs e:ec ions to be held since martial law was lifted in 1981 
and ' e =irst since 1978. This move toward a more pluralistic 
s ys go ernrnent in the Philippines- an important ally of 
the States- is encouraging. 

a ha 

DY:ss 

·e defense of democracy throughout the world has been 
o= your Administration, I hope you will lend your 

s pport to the democratic process in the Philippines 
o ensure that the recent elections there are honored. 
!or your consideration. With best regards, 

&n~rely,~ 
DON YOU 

Congressman f all Alask 
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e ead ua ers of the Baptist World Allianc 
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The Bap is or d Alliance sponsors a youth conference every 
i e years. his year 1 s conference is in Argentina . Many 

young peop e rom all over the world are visiting the United 
States on heir way to our Youth Conference. Unfortunately, 
a nu er o our embassies abroad have given our Baptist young 
pea le di iculty in getting visas to visit the United States. 

a par icularly concerned about the embassy in the Philippine 
which has refused vi sas to a si nging group of sixteen young 
peop e called , 11 The s m II All of the young 
pea le have promise urn to the Philippines. We 
ha e guaranteed their travel and costs while in the United 
Sta_es. We would appreciate very much your help in advising 
the U.S. Embassy in the Philippines to grant visas to the 
Asian Baptist Ensemble. 
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June 5, 1984 .-- ,~ 

Pt ?~c7h-/c£, ~ 
/tf(tJJI _Ji/ ~r, INFORMATION 

~~ 
MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT C. MCFARLANE 

FROM: RICHARD CHILDRES ~ ~ 

SUBJECT: Father O'Brien Murder Trial in the Philippines 

State has provided a summary of the Father O'Brien case that 
caused the minor uproar prior to the President's departure. 
State informs me that the reason Ambassador Armacost had 
raised this previously with the Solicitor General was at the 
specific request from Senator Percy. 

Although the State memorandum expresses reluctance to get 
involved further, given the fact that neither O'Brien nor Gore 
are American citizens, the Papal Nuncio in Manila is staying 
clear of the case, the fathers have turned down two opportu
nities to leave and if there is a conviction (which is in 
doubt), the Philippine Government would like to deport them, 
it is not in our interest to pursue this matter further, 
publicly ivately. 

concurs. 

Attachments 
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Tab B 
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State Memorandum dated 5/31/84 
Cable - Manila 4534 dated 6/1/84 

Gaston Sigur 
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"·. 11AV 31 
MEMORANDUM FOR MR. ROBEKr c . McFARLANE 

'rHE WHITE HOUSE 

ID: ~6 

SU:aJECT: 
SITU .. ,,. .• Lu 

Father O'Brien Murder Trial in the Philippines 

Father Niall O'Brien, an Irish Catholic priest , was 
arrested in 1982 in the Philippines on charges of participating 
in the killing of the mayor of the town where he was engaged in 
social action work. Arrested with him wer e Father Brian Gore , 
an Australian, Father Vicente Dangan, a Fi l ipino , and six 
Filipino lay workers. Charges against Father Dangan were 
recently dropped: the trial of the other defendants is 
currently in progress. Fathers O' Brien and Gore earlier 
rejected a proposal by the Government to deport them and chose 
instead to stand trial along with their co- defendants. All the 
defendants have denied the charges brought against them and 
have been receiving the strong support of the Philippine 
Catholic Church. The case has had widespread publicity in the 
United States, in Ireland and in Australia. 

Embassy Manila has followed the arrest, arraignment and 
trial of the defendants very closely . Periodic reports have 
been sent to the Department on developments in the trial , 
E bas sy representatives have spoken with Australian and Irish 
diplomats who have been attending trial sessions in Bacolod on 
Uegros Island, and Ambassador Armacost personally raised the 
case with the Philippine Solicitor General . The Department has 
answered numerous public and Congressional inquiries on the 
case. 

The Iri sh press and gr o ups opposed to the President's visit 
have sought to make a cause celebre of the O ' Brien case, 
i:nplying that the President's personal intervention with Marcos 
could get the matter satisfactorily resolved. When queried 
about O'Brien by an Irish reporter at a White House 
pre-departure press interview, the President noted he had only 
recently heard of the case and did not have the details , but 
said "if there is any way in which we can be of help in that, 
we 'd be pleased to do it. " A State Department official has 
informed an Irish TV personality about what we have already 
done in this case, but we turned down a request for a live 
interview via satellite. 

Especially in the absence thus far of a request from the 
Irish Government, we are reluctant to become more directly 
involved in the case of Father O'Brien. We have already made 
our interest in the matter known to the Philippine authorities 

~FIDEMtlA:C
DECL: OAOR 
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and to the Church. The case clearly falls into the 
jurisdiction of the Philippine legal system, and the defendants 
are being properly treated; they have access to their defense 
attorneys and other visitors. Moreover, we believe that open 
intervention on our part could adversely affect U.S.-Philippine 
relations and might raise further impediments to a prompt 
resolution of the case, particularly since there are 
indications the Philippine Government is looking for a way to 
wind up the case so long as it can be done without imputing 
deficiencies to its legal system. In light of the former 
colonial relationship, Filipinos are especially sensitive on 
"sovereignty" issues involving "pressure" from the U.S. 

We plan to treat the O'Brien case in as low-key a manner as 
possible and to indicate in response to public and press 
inquiries that we have been and will continue to monitor the 
trial very closely. If, at some point, additional action on 
our part is unavoidable, we will need to consult with both the 
Irish and Australian Governments on what appropriate additional 
action we might take. 

h,~~;~ 
Executive Secretary 
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2. E AUSTRA IAN AMB ASSADOR IN NAN IL INFORMS ME THAT HE 
DISCUSSED T E GORE / O' BR IEN TRIAL AGA IN MAY 31 WITH 
P ILIPP INE DEPUTY JUST ICE MIN ISTER BORRO EO ANO WITH 
C I G FORE IGN MINISTER COLLANTES . TH E AUSTRAL IAN POS ITION 

OUG OUT HAS SIHPL Y BEEN TO SEE K AN EXP ED ITIOUS ANO FA IR 
BORROMEO NOTED THAT THE PRES-fNT PACE OF THE TR I Al 

IS IN HE HA NDS OF THE DEFENSE ATTORNE YS, \/HO SEEN DETER
NI ED O CALL A LONG LIST OF WITNESSES . 

3. BO ROMEO CONF IDENTIALLY NOTED-THAT HE-F EL T AN ACQUITTAL 
WAS A DISTINCT POSSIBILITY. IF THERE WAS A CONVI CT ION, 
TH E GOP WAS PREPARED PROMPTLY TO USE ITS AUTHOR ITY TO 
DEPO T THE TWO FOREIGN PRIESTS RATHER THAN HAVE THEM SERVE 
SE NTENCES IN THE PHILIPPINES. 

4. FYI, AN EFFORT TO DISMISS THE CASE ON A NOLD CONTENDERE 
GAMB IT FAIL ED LAST WEEK BECAUSE OF THE TACTICS OF THE 
DEFE NSE AND THE FOREIGN PRIESTS . ON AT LEAST TWO OCCASIONS 
THERE HAS CLEARLY BEEN THE POSSIBILITY FOR FATHERS GORE AND 
O' BR IEN TO GO FREE AND DEPART THE PHILIPPINES, BUT THEY 
HAVE DE MANDED THEIR "DAY IN COURT" AND VINDICATION OF 
THE IR " IN NOCENCE . " END FYI. 
5. HE AUSTRAL IAN AMBASSADOR INFORMED ME-THAT THE 
AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY IN DUBLIN HAS ALSO BEEN PRESSING FOR 
SOE HIGH POSTURE ACTION BY THE AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT ON 
THESE CASES, INCLUDING APPEALS TO THE POPE. THE 
AUS TRALIAN EMBASSY HERE, IN ITS REPORTING, HAS STRESSED 
THAT THE PAPAL NUNCIO IN MANILA IS KEEPING WELL CLEAR OF 
THIS CASE DUE TO UNCERTAINTIES REGARDING THE BASIC FACTS 
AND TH E GOOD TREATMENT BEING ACCORDED THr ACCUSED. 
FURT ERMORE ,_ JAINE CARDINAL SIN, PRESENTLY THE PHILIPPINES' 
SOLE CARD INAL, WOULD BE MUCH OPPOSED TO ANY PAPAL INVOLVE
ME NT IN THE CASE . 

6. C01111ENT : IT APPEARS TO US THAT THE IRISH REACTION TO 
THE TR IAL IN THE PHILIPPINES IS LARGELY UNINFORMED ON 
EITHER THE FACTS OR THE PARAMETERS OF THE SITUATION. IT 

WOULD NOT BE IN THE INTERESTS OF THE USG (NOR POSSIBL Y 
OF THE· DEFENDANT-S )··TO AL-L-OW -SUCH PRESSURES T-0- ENGAGE - US -
PUBLICLY ANY ~URTHER IN THIS MATTER . END COMMENT . RICH 
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