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102 1 N ORT H OCEA N BOULEVARD 

PA LM BEAC H . F L ORIDA 33480 

The President 
The White House 
Wa shington, D. C. 20500 

Dear r. President 

October 1, 1984 

President Marcos is under the impression that 
he Philippines are Cuba all over again. Representa
ives of arcos i n Washington asked for sufficient 

co ies of my book "The Fourth Floor"-an account of 
he Cas ro Communist Revolution - for every member of 
he ouse and Senate. This was not possible as the 
la es hav e been destroyed by the publisher, Random 
ouse . 

Although I am sure you are thoroughly familiar 
wi h the Senate staff report made public that "It's 
a for egone conclusion that the Marcos era is in its 

ermina l state" - perhaps the enclosed New York Times 
article of September JO, 1984 may be of interest. 

Well do I remember in a similar situation, the 
words of President Franklin D. Roosevelt: "He may 
be a son of a bitch, but he is our son of a bitch." 

You have captured the hearts of America. 
Florida i s yours for sure. Senator Mondale is doing 
a great job of convincing the American people of his 
co plete l ack of good judgment. 

ith affectionate regards to Nancy and y ourself 
:fro - esly and 

Ear l E. T . Smith 

I 



THE NEW ~ORK TIMES, SUNDAY , SEPTEMBER JO, 1984 

U.S. Analysts Find Marcos Government in Danger 
By LESLIE H. GELB 
Special to TIii New Yen Tlma 

WASHINGTON, Sept. 29 - Reapn 
Administration and Senate staff ana
lysts have coociuded that the Phi
lippine Government of President Fer
dinand E. Marcos is in serious political 
trouble and may not survive. 

The analysts have also found that 
Communist inswgdltll Are growing in 
strength throagbout the c:omJtry. 

According to a Senate staff report 
made public today, ''many FJ.lipinar' 
see it as ••a forgone conclusion that the 
Marcos e!1l ii in its terminal stage. •• 

To the Senate- staff analysts, the 
widespread view in the Philippines is 
that ''if Marcos and hil group cling to 
the reins of govenuneot by force of 
arms, there will be a vutly reduced 
chance for the restoration" of democ
racy in the country. 

Carl W. Ford and Frederic£ Z. 
Brown. who wrote the analysis bued 
oo two ream visits to the Philippines 
over a 19-day period. did not find the 
Marcos regime "to be in physical jeop-

ardy in the short term, one or two I The same officials said the study had 
rears.'' But they said they had found not been forwarded to Secretary of 
the political, economic and security State George P . Shultz or the National 
problems facing the nation to be "fun- Security Council for decisions. They 
damenta.t." said that work on the study and recom-

State Department and Pentagon offi- mendations were continuing and that 
~ who mooitor developments in there was Increasing sentiment among 
Asia were said to share this genera.I as- Administration expertl that the Philip
seesment and particularly the judg- pines would be better off if Mr. Marcos 
ment of the growing power of the Com- relinquished power. 
amoist-led insurgency. At the same time, the expert view 

In reaction to alarming reports this 
smrnner from the United States Em
busy in Manila, Administration offi
dala said, the State Department in Au
gast organized a special inter
departmental group on the Philippines 
that bu been meeting at least once a 
week since thm. This group was said to 
have prepared a ~ paper similar 
in analysis to the Senate report but 
gDing beymd that report in making 
recnrnrnendaHom 1i>r w-gent action by 
the United States Gc'wYermnent, includ
ing increued economic and military 
aid. Toe offldals would not provide 
specifics. 

within the Administration remains that 
the United States should do nothing to 
precipitate Mr. Marcos's removal, 
they said. 

The Senate report described the lead
ership in the Philippines as "virtually 
bankrupt in terms of public confi
dence,'' and said Filipinos doubted that 
the Marcos Government "Wlderstands 
fully or can cope effectively with the 
Communist threat . ., 

The report also made tQeSe points: 
«J"Most disturbing is the fact that the 

~gency - the ratiooale for impos
ing martial law 14 years ago· · - is 
stronger today than ever before." 

«JTbe assasaination of Benigno S. 
Aquino Jr., the epposition leader, last 
year was "a potent blow to the Marcos 
regime's credibility" and "changed 
the political scene _fvrKlamentally." 

CJTbe insurgent front, '·'which is 
heavily influenced by the Communist 
Party," also contains non-Commu
nists, and the "moderate oppositionists 
who hope to stay within the democratic 
system are increasingly caught in the 
middle." 

«J"There is widespread resentment 
of corruption, cronyism and economic 
inequality .•• 

While the Senate staff analysts ex
pressed the view that Mr. Marcos could 
retain power "indefinitely one way or 
&µother," they also felt that "his ten
ure appears increasingly insecure." 

Based on their tntervtews, Mr, .t-·oro 
and Mr. Brown concluded that the in
surgents, barring a total collapse of the 
Marcos Government, did "not appear 
ready to mount a sustained nationwide 
offensive." They estimated the insur
gents' armed strength_ at 12,500 "COUll
trywide and growing." 

Administration experts said the in
surgents got most of their arms and 
funds from stealing and from popular 
support. "We have no feeling of mas
sive outside support," said one. 

The Senate report asserted that there 
was still a strong feeling among Fili-

. pinos that democracy could and should 
be made to work. It cited the National 
Assembly elections of last May 14 as an 
"outpouring of popular support for the 
democratic process," and called atten
tion to the fact that the opposition won 
almost one-third of the 183 seats that 
were contested. 

The election "created at least the 
possibility of an effective parliamen
tary opposition, although opposition 
elements are not yet united• in tactics 
and goals," the report said. 
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THE NEW Y.ORK TIMES, SUNDAY, SE PTEMBER JO, 1984 

U.S. Analysts Find Marcos Government in Danger 
By LESLIE H. GELB 
$pedal ta The New Yen t=-

W ASH!NGTON, Sept. 29 - Reagan 
Administration and Senate staff ana
lysts have concluded that the Phi
lippine Government of President Fer
dinand E. Marcos is in serious political 
trouble and may not survive. 

The analysts have also found that 
Communist msurgem.s are growing in 
strength throughout the country. 

According to a Senate staff report 
made public today, "many Filipinos" 
see it as "a forgone conclusion that the 
Marcos era is in its tennina.1 stage. ·• 

To the Senate staff analysts , the 
widespread view in the Philippines is 
that ''if Marcos and his group cling to 
the reins of government by f0I'C2 of 
arms, there will be a vastly reduced 
chance for the restaration" of democ
racy in the country. 

earl W. Ford and Frederici. Z. 
Brown, who wrote the analysis based 
on two recent visits to the Philippines 
over a 19-day period, did DOt find the 
Marcos regime "1o be in physical jeop-

ardy in the short term, one or two ! The same officials said the study had 
years." But they said they had found not been forwarded to Secretary of 
the political, economic and security State George P . Shultz or the National 
problems facing the nation to be "fun- Security Council for decisions. They 
damental." said that work on the study and recom-

. State Department and Pentagon offi- mendations were continuing and that 
~ who ~onitor developments in the~ "!as increasing sentiment among 
Asia were said to share this general as- Administration expertS that the Phili~ 
sessment and particularly the judg- pines would be better off if Mr. Marcos 
ment of the growing power of the Com- relinquished power. 
munist-led insurgency. At the same time, the expert view 

In reaction to. alarming reports this 
summer from the United States Em
bassy in Manila, Administration offi
cials said, the State Department in Au
gust organized a special inter
departmental group on the Philippines 
that has been meeting at least once a 
week since then. This group was said to 
have prepared a 60-page paper similar 
in analysis to the Senate report but 
going beyond that report in making 
recommendations for urgent action by 
the United States G<>vernment, includ
ing increased economic and military 
aid. The officials would not provide 
specifics. 

within the Administration remains that 
the United States should do nothing to 
precipitate Mr. Marcos's removal, 
they said. 

The Senate report described the lead
ership in the Philippines as "virtually 
bankrupt in terms of public confi
dence," and said Filipinos doubted that 
the Marcos Government "understands 
fully or can cope effectively with the 
Communist threat." 

The report also made these points : 
fJ"Most disturbing is the fact that the 

insurgency - the rationale for impos
ing martial law U years ago - is 
stronger today than ever before." 

fJThe assassination of Benigno S. 
Aquino Jr., the apposition leader, last 
year was "a potent blow to the Marcos 
regime's credibility" and "changed 
the political scene fl}nda.mentally. " 

fJThe insurgent front, ''which is 
heavily influenced by the Communist 
Party," also contains non-Commu
nists, and the " moderate oppositionists 
who hope to stay within the democratic 
system are increasingly caught in the 
middle." 

fJ"There is widespread resentment 
of corruption, cronyism and economic 
inequality ... 

While the Senate staff analysts ex
pressed the view that Mr. Marcos could 
retain power "indefinitely one way or 
another," they also felt that "his ten
ure appears increasingly insecure." 

Based on their interviews, Mr. roro 
and Mr. Brown concluded that the in
surgents, barring a total collapse of the 
Marcos Government, did "not appear 
ready to mOWit a sustained nationwide 
offensive." They estimated the insur
gents ' armed strength at 12,500 "coun
trywide and growing.•• 

Administration experts said the in-

I 
surgents got most of their arms and 
funds from stealing and from popular 
support. "We have no feeling of mas

' sive outside support," said one. 
The Senate report asserted that there 

was still a strong feeling among Fili
pinos that democracy could and should 
be made to work. It cited the National 
Assembly elections of last May 14 as an 
" outpouring of popular support for the 
democratic process," and called atten
tion to the fact that the opposition won 
almost one-third of the 183 seats that 
were contested. 

The election "created at least the 
possibility of an effective parliamen
tary opposition, although opposition 
elements are not yet united· in tactics 
and goals," the report said. 
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REQUEST : 

PURPOSE: 

BACKGRO 

PREVIOUS 
PARTICIPATIO: 

DATE AND TIME: 

LOCATION: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAS HINGTON 

i'ts' 
April. ,'T6\ 1984 

To send a signal to the Philippines and US 
Congress that w~ value our ties to moderate 
Filipino leaders. 

The Cardinal, Archbishop of Manila, will , be in 
the US from May 18-20 to receive an honorary 
degree from Brandeis University on May 20. He 
might stay over an extra day should the President 
not be able to see him on the 18th or 19th. He 
is strongly anti-Communist, favors the US presence 
in the Philippines, cooperates with the Marcos 
Government in economic/social development but 
criticizes both Marcos and the political opposition 
when he feels it warranted. He maintains a 
healthy dialogue with Marcos, but is _on record 
condemning corruption, extravagance, human rights 
violations and overly long stays in power. 

None. 

PARTICIPANTS: The President, Secretary of State, Robert C. 
McFarlane, and Richard Childress. 

OUTLINE OF EVENTS: Short meeting to express our support for political 
development in the Philippines and hear the 
Cardinal's views. 

REMARKS REQUIRED: Talking points, background paper to follow. 

MEDIA COVERAGE: Official Photo for release. 

RECOMMENDED BY: Robert C. McFarlane, State. 

OPPOSED BY: None. 

PROJECT OFFICER: Robert M. Kimmitt/Richard Childress. 

,C.QNFIBEH~IhL 
Declassify on: OADR 
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ROBERT M. KIMM.ITT 

Letter to the President 

the draft State reply at Tab A to the letter at 
· s forwarded to you for dispatch to the writer. 

Attac e s 

Tab A 
Ta b B 

Jraft State Reply 
etter f rom Marita A. Blanken, dated 5/11/84 



DRAFT REPLY 

Dear Ms. Blanken: 

Tha nk you f o r your letter dated May 11, 1984, concerning 

huma n r ight s a buses in the Philippines and U.S. economic 

s uppor t . The Admini stration is very concerned about reports of 

huma n r ight s abuses in the Philippines, and pays close 

atte ntion to the human rights situation there. The Department 

of S t a t e a nd the Embassy in Manila are in touch regularly with 

Philippine Govern e nt authorities, Philippine and U.S. human 

r i ght s organiza tions and other individuals, including 

mi ss iona ry groups , a bo u t reports of abuses which are brought to 

our attention . 

With respect to our economic assistance to the Philippines, 

we be li e ve or aid does benefit many of the most needy 

Fi lipinos and e do not believe that elimination of such 

assistance wold di r e ct ly contribute to i mprovement in the 

human r ights sit a ion . Mos t of t h is a id i s used for projects 

direct ly bene fi ing the Filipino peop l e s uc h as school 

construc tion, p b ic orks, fa r m- to- arke t roa d s, p ublic 

markets, wa t er and sewag e s y s tems a nd power g e nerati on plants. 

We believe the e xi s tence of two arme d ins u r g e nc y movements 

contributes s i g ni fica n t ly to repor t s of huma n rights abuses. 

Ms. Marita A. Blanke n , 
4828 Bry a n Place, 

Downers Grove, I ll i nois. 



• 

- 2 -

We also believe the extent to which the local military 

commander exerc i ses disciplinary powers is a crucial factor in 

wheth er or not h uman rights abuses occur. Where local 

comma nders h a ve good rapport with the local population and take 

ser ious ly the i r responsibility to the people, there are few 

repor t s on huma n rights abuses. When local commanders abuse 

t h e i r a uthor ity and do not enforce discipline in their troops, 

the situati o n can be different. 

On ay 1 4, the Philippines held parliamentary elections, 

t h e f i rs t s uc h elections since the ·termination of martial law 

in 1981 . Although irregularities in the balloting were 

repo r t e d in s o e areas and scattered instances of violence took 

p l ace , the Filipino p eople generally appear to view the 

e l ec tions in a pos itive light. According t o many reports from 

t h e Philippines, of p ar t icular importance in these elections 

was the roe oft ousands o f c i t i ze n volunteer pol l watchers in 

many voting dis rict s th r ougho ut the count r y . Card i nal Sin, 

the Ca tholic Arch is op of Ma nila, has s tate d publi cly that he 

believes the active participation of the p e ople in the 

electora l p r ocess ade the elections the f a i rest since 

Philippi n e inde p e nde nce in 1946 . We be li e ve the elections were 

a step forward which wi ll e ncourage t h e development of a more 

open political s y stem in the Phi 1•ippines. 



- 3 -

With respect to the trial of the three Catholic priests and 

s i x Fi lip i no Ca t holic lay workers which you mentioned in your 

l etter, the Phi lippine regional trial court hearing their case 

issued a n order on July 3 dismissing the charges against eight 

of the d e f e nda nt s and released them from jail. Charges against 

the Filipino p r i est had already been dropped in May. The two 

f o re ign p r i es t s will be leaving the country, and the six lay 

wor ke rs will s p end a six month probationary period under the 

s upervi s ion of the local Catholic bishop who has taken an 

active inte re s t in the case. 

I hope this information will be h elp ful in c l arifying the 

Admi ni s t ra tion's own conce r n s a nd efforts to address these very 

ser ious i ssue s in the Philippines. 

Sincerely yours, 



Paul Thompson 
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Tom Shull 
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President Ronald Reagan 
White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

, ' 
/ 

May 11, 1984 

I am writing in regards to our support of President Marcos and his military 
in the Philippines. 

I was recently in the Philippines visiting my uncle who has been a missionary 
in Negros for over 28 years. I will not mention his name because of problems 
that could arise if Marcos would find he goes against policies. For many years 
he has written and told us of poor conditions the people live in and how the 
government takes away from people instead of supporting them. He also sees 
the military go into the villages and murder people for going against their 
government vocally. 

While over there, we saw much of what he has written of, . and now fully under
stand why he complains of American support. The money only makes Marcos 
stronger and allows him to continue his murdering of innocent people who don't 
support his views. Our American dollars are the only thing keeping Marcos in 
power and I do not appreciate my tax money going to such a man or government. 
After seeing the injustices, I now realize how much we are hurting those innocent 
people. I certainly do not enjoy calling myself an American these days. We 
are not well liked by other countries as most Americans might think we are. 

I wish you could see the injustice which is so noticable to all who are aware 
of t he three priests and six civilians being held on false charges. The courts 
have hear t heir case many times, and each time they have proven themselves 
innocent , ·ut t hey are still held in the prisons unjustly with their proof throvm 
out of court. ~1 family has a fear that my uncle along with other priests and 
civilians Qa end u t he same way or worse due to their views. 

I hope this opes our e es to the situation there. Tho I am sure you are 
already aware. 

While t here we also rit essed a vote to change some ammendments. The ballots 
were in English so t he majority could not read or understand them. Many ballo t 
counters told us that the rr ers are changed after called into Marcos' head
quarters. Marcos as simply trying to show you how his so called "democracy" 
worked in his country so military aid would continue. Quite a farce if I've 
ever seen one. 



I wish you could send someone over undercover to truely see the injustices 
over there. 

I would appreciate a response from you, Mr. President so I'm sure you've 
read this. My uncle has written several letters without a response from you. 

Sincerely, 

1arita A. Blanken 
4828 Bryan Place 
Downers Grove, IL 60515 
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t k pl-ce, the Filipino people generally appear to vi~w 
he electio.s in a positive light. According to many 

re~or s from t~e P ilippines, of particular importance in 
t, e lectio s was the role of thousands of citizen vol

eer poll atcher- in mar.y voting districts throughout. 
the country. Ca inal Sin, the Catholic Archbiehop of 

ni , ha ~t t d publicly that he believes the active 
p - · cip ti n ..._ th._ people in the elactoral proct.iSS m<:1de 
t.e el cti n th fairest since Philippine independence in 
l 6. believ the elections were a step forward which 
ill .co r g the development of a more open political 

~. the Philippines. 
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our ictt r, tho Philippine region l trial court hearing 
_ issu d an order on July 3 dismissing the charges 

g inst ig.t o: the defendants and released them from 
Ch rg s ag· inst the .r'ilipi 10 priest had already been 

dr-p in Hay . The two foreign prie ts will be leaving 
c untry, & d the six lay workers will spend a six-month 

pro t·on-ry period under the supervision of the local 
~ olic bishop who has taken an act've interest in the 

Lhis 'nfor& ion will be helpful in clarifying the 
t·o. 1 a own concerns and efforts to address these 

issu~ in the Philippines . 

Sincerely, 

Anne Higgins 
Special As&istant to the President 

and Director ct Corresp ndence 

rit A. Blanken 
ry Pl c 

Gr v, !L 60515 

DOS/NSC/AVH/ CAD/ebp-7AVHA 



Dear Ms. Blanken: 

I 

I ' 

DRAFT REjLY 
/ 

<: •. ~ -· 

Thank you for your letter~ May 11, 1984fconcerning 

h an rights abuses in the Philippines and U.S. economic 
o+ -tj...j:_ IA-'--t"-~ -

support( The Administration is very concerned about reports of 

human rights abuses in the Philippines/and pays close 

attention to the human rights situation there. The Department 

of State and the Embassy in Manila are in touch regularly with 

Philippine Government authorities, Philippine and U.S. human 

rights organizations and other individuals, including 

:ssionary groups, about reports of abuses which are brought to 

our attention . 

'1A.5 . 
· h respect to Plzf economic assistance to the Philippines, 

we be~ieve our aid does benefit many of the most needy 

Filip ·. os and we do not believe that elimination of such 

assis ance would directly contribute to improvement in the 

h an rig ~s situation . Most of this aid is used for projects 

direc y benefiting the Filipino people such as school 

constr c ·o, public works , farm-to-market roads, public 

markets, a~er and sewage systems and power generation plants. 

We believe - e exis ence of two armed insurgency movement s 

contribu es s g · t·can ly to reports of h an rights abuses. 

Ms. Marita aL e , 
4828 Brya. Pace, 

Downers Gro e, Il .o:s . 
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We also believe the extent to which the local military 

commander exercises disciplinary powers is a crucial factor in 

whether or not human rights abuses occur. Where local 

commanders have good rapport with the local population and take 

seriously their responsibility to the people, there are few 

reports ofa human rights abuses. When local commanders abuse 

their authority and do not enforce discipline in their troops, 

the situation can be different. 

On May 14, the Philippines held parliamentary elections, 

the first such elections since the termination of martial law 

in 1981. Although irregularities in the balloting were 

reported in some areas and scattered instances of violence took 

place, the Filipino people generally appear to view the 

elections in a positive light. According to many reports from 

the Philippines, of particular importance in these elections 

was the role of thousands of citizen volunteer poll watchers in 

many voting districts throughout the country. Cardinal Sin, 

the Catholic Archbishop of Manila, has stated publicly that he 

believes the active participation of the people in the 

electoral process ade the elections the fairest since 

Philippine independence in 1946. We believe the elections were 

a step forward which will encourage the development of a more 

open political system in the Philippines. 
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With respect to the trial of the three Catholic priests and 

six Filipino Catholic lay workers which you mentioned in your 

letter, the Philippine regional trial court hearing their case 

issued an order on July 3 dismissing the charges against eight 

of the defendants and released them from jail. Charges against 

the Filipino priest had already been dropped in May. The two 

foreign priests will be leaving the country, and the six lay 

workers will spend a si:x.-month probationary period under the 

supervision of the local Catholic bishop who has taken an 

active interest in the case. 

I hope this information will be helpful in clarifying the 

Ad inistration's own concerns and efforts to address these very 

serious issues in the Philippines. 

Sincerely~ 

j\'-l(~ 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

July 24, 1984 

FOR SALLY KELLEY ~ /._.. <'i?:0 h✓ { ~ , 

ROBERT M. kIMMI T 

Letter to the President 

-e co- r in the draft State reply at Tab A to the letter at 
4 3. : is f orwarded to you for dispatch to the writer. 

"t:::ac e ts 

Draft State Reply 
ab ~etter from Marita A. Blanken , dated 5/11/84 
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Pr e s iden t Ronald Reagan 
White House 
Washington , D. C. 

Dear .Ir . President : 

May 11, 1984 

I am writing in regards to our support of President Marcos and his military 
in the Philippines. 

I was recently in the Phi lippines v isiting my uncle who has been a missionary 
in .·egros for over 28 years. I will not mention his name because of problems 
that could arise if Marcos would f ind he goes against policies. For many years 
he has written and t old us of poor conditions the people live in and how the 
government takes away from people instead of supporting them. He also sees 
the "litary go into t he villages and murder people for going against their 
government vocally . 

fuile over ther e , we saw much of what he has written of, and now fully under
stand why b e complains of American support. The money only makes Marcos 
stronger and allows h im to continue his murdering of innocent people who don't 
support his views. Our American dollars are the only thing keeping Marcos in 
power and I do no t appreciate my tax money going to such a man or government. 
After seeing the injustices, I now realize how much we are hurting those innocent 
people . I certainly do not enjoy calling myself an American these days. We 
are not well liked by other countries as most Americans might think we are. 

I wish you could see the injustice which is so noticable to all who are aware 
of the three priests and six civilians being held on false charges. The courts 
have beard their case many times, and each time they have proven themselves 
innocent, but they are still held in the prisons unjustly with their proof thrown 
out of court . My f amily has a fear that my uncle along with other priests and 
civilians may end up the same way or worse due to their views. 

I hope t his opens your eyes to the situation there. Tho I am sure you are 
already aware . 

While there we also witnessed a vote to change some ammendments. The ballots 
were in English so the majority could not read or understand them. Many ballot 
counters told us t hat the numbers are changed after called into Marcos' head
quarters . Marcos was simply trying to show you how his so called "democracy" 
worked in his country so military aid would continue. Quite a farce if I've 
ever seen one . 



·-. 

I wish you could send someone over undercover to truely see the injustices 
over there. 

I would appreciate a response from you, Mr. President so I'm sure you've 
read this. My uncle has written several letters without a response from you. 

Sincerely, 

farita A. Blanken 
4828 Bryan Place 
Downers Grove , IL 60515 



, . 

July 6, 1984 

Dear Mrs. Fortugaleza: 

It was kind of you to share your thoughts 
with me, and I want you to know how much 
I appreciate your comments and the spirit 
of friendship which prompte you to write. 
In t he many letters I receive each day, it 
is especially heartening to find the warm 
expressions of goodwill sent by friends from 
other countries. 

God bless you and your husband. 

Sincerely, 

X 
Mrs. Aida N. Fortugaleza 
431 Provincial Road 
Bayawan, Negros Oriental 
Philippines 
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October 1, 1984 8427977 

ear Mr . Fischetti: 

: ave b een asked to acknowledge your message to the 
?reside n t inviting him to attend the reunion of the 
P.ilippine Liberation on October 11-27 in the 
?' i ippines. 

though he would like to join you, heavy demands on 
is schedule preclude his doing so at that time. Even 

~ o gh h e is unable to accept your invitation, the 
Preside n t wants you to know that he appreciates your 

oughtfulness and sends his very best wishes to you 
for the success of your reunion. 

Mr . Gennar o A. Fischetti 
Co s s ioner 
er· e Victims Board 

200 
Broadway 

·e, York, NY 10007 

FJR: : lf3 
FJR-

cc: .SC w/incoming 

Sincerely, 

FREDERICK J. RYAN, JR. 
Director, Presidential 
Appointments and Scheduling 
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Gennaro A, Fischetti 
Commissioner 
Crime Victims Board 
270 Broadway, Room 200 
New York, New York 10007 

Dear ~r. Fischetti: 

United States Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

October 17, 1984 

Your recent letter to President Reagan was referred to this 
office for additional comments on the celebration of the Leyte 
Gulf landing anniversary. 

The Philippine Government is sponsoring certain activities 
to commemorate the landing of American and Philippine forces in 
World War II, both in Manila and Leyte. President Marcos is 
expected to officiate in Leyte. The U.S. Navy has deployed two 
amphibious vessels from the Seventh Fleet, with embarked 
marines, for the October 20 commemoration, along with 
accompanying aircraft. The American Ambassador in Manila and 
other members of the Embassy will be taking part in the 
cere onies, along with U.S. military officials and U.S. 
veterans. 

At the MacArthur Corridor in the Pentagon Secretary 
Weinberger will be present for our Leyte commemoration ceremony 
on October 31. Mrs. Jean MacArthur has accepted the invitation 
to attend the ceremony, along with U.S. Defense and State 
Department officials, and Philippine Embassy representatives 
led by Ambassador Romualdez . .. 

Thank you for writing to express your views on this 
historic celebration which is of interest to all Americans, and 
especially to those veterans who fought in the Pacific 
theatre. All of us who deal with Philippine affairs share your 
pride in our liberation of the Philippines. 

Sincerely, 

,t,f?Ma~:o-1< 
Director 
Philippine Affairs 



.. 

8427977 

T H E W H I T E H OU S E 

REFERRAL 

0 F F I C E 

TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

ACTION REQUESTED: 
DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO COPY 

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING: 

ID: 

MEDIA: 

TO: 

FROM: 

245807 

LETTER 

PRESIDENT REAGAN 

MR. GENNARO A. FISCHETTI 
COMMISSIONER 
CRIME VICTIMS BOARD 
ROOM 200 
270 BROADWAY 
NEW YORK NY 10007 

OCTOBER 9, 1984 

SUBJECT: WRITES REGARDING REUNION OF THE PHILIPPINE 
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PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 



Philippines , . 

~~~i REUNION FOR PEACE 

UJ +' -=======================================:::i 
FOR~~ 718 Bird Dog Court Loveland Olio 45140 PHONE ~13- 677-0267 

February 20, 1984 

Dear Association Member, 

Cctober 20th, 1984 will mark the 40th Anniversary of the 
Leyte Landing and the Philippine Liberation. 

To commemorate this historic event, many members of the 
24th Divi s i on Assoc i ation will return to the Philippines in 0::tober 
to trace the ir footsteps of yesteryear under the unique Philippine 
"Reunion for Peace" Program. 

Enclosed is a detailed brochure outlining the daily 
i tinerary , cos ts, and other pertinent facts of the tour. The trip 
is virtua l ly all-inclusive. This means that except for your air 
=are to the We s t Coas t and any shopping you may do, there will be 

i tie to pay above and beyond the published rates. 

Many have expressed a des ire to visit Hong Kong and/or 
s opover in Hawaii after completing the tour of the Philippines. 
f fill those requests, 4-night 5-day optional trips to both 

cestinations have been arranged, at minimal costs. Regretfally, 
- ~a ve to Mindanao s t ill presents security risks that preclude a 

s t o that Island. 

Due to economic conditions in the Philippines , this , in 
~a!>i lity , wi l l be the last opportunity for u.s. Veterans to 

a eves of t he benefits accorded them under the "Reunion 
= = Pea~e" Program. It ha s become increasingly diff icult for the 

· ?eO. le and their Government to underwrite the cos ts of the 
~:>ee-a- ai= i ares, hotel discounts, receptive services, and hos ted 
- · ch are an i n t egral part of this Veterans' program. 

:any o= us who wore the Taro Leaf Patch, toge ther with 
se , L _ , and f riend s , look f orward t o this "Sent iment a l 

...-;-:e_· and ·e cor dial l y i nvite you to j oin us. 

Sincer~ly, 



24th INFANTRY DIVISION ASSOCIATION 
40th ANNIVERSARY OF THE 

LIBERATION OF THE PHILIPPINES 
October 11th - 27th, 1984 

PHILIPPINE ITINERARY 
October 11 • Ch ck In I th Phlllppln Airlines Ticket 
Thursday Count r t S n r ncl co or t the Los Angeles 
International Airport . Your PA 74 f jumbo I t wil l depart in 
late ev nlng for Manll with r fu lln top In Honolu lu. 
Compllm ntary m Is nd fir t-run movl will be offered 
enroute. 
October cros th International 
Friday d upon your re turn . 

October 13 • will rrlve at the new 
Saturday ort. You will be warmly 
greeted by r p lppln ov rnment and 
the Philippine ol tlon . Tho trad itional 
cu stoms lnspoc you will bo transferred 
to the beautiful MANILA HOLIDAY INN on nox s Boulevard 
(formerly Dewey Soul vard) ay. 

After a short briefing , t Is at your 
leisure to rest. This eveni rred to the 
historic Army-Navy Club wh ner will be 
given in your honor by Ho d Baga1s1 nq. 
Before transferring back to stand tall and 
proud as you are aw rd ·co v t d Philippine 
Liberation M dal. 

October 14 • Aft r 
Sunday con di 
Cemetery and Tomb formal military 
wreath -layln m en a tour of 
the city, ta mercial and 
financ ial con ", Rizal Park, 
lntramuros - , its museum 
and Japanese to 360-year old 
Santo Tomas U anese intern-
ment camp durln Bilibid Prison 
and the new and n to the hotel 
by mid -noon for alance of the 
day is free. 

October 15 • Aft kf t to th Sea Terminal 
Monday wh w II Hydrofoi l which will 
take you to "Corrogldor". You n rr tod tour of the 
Island and its ghostly r m In nd concrete, buildings 
and silent guns. On you will visit historic 
Malinta Tunnel and It d headquarters 
for Generals MacArth the hospital 
during the Japanese the men of 
34th Infantry Regimen up Japanese 
and where 161 men of " K" Co,, 34 th In fought so 
gallantly loosing all but 33 m n. p ting , we will 
overn ight at the Corregldor Inn. I you ample 
opportunity to visit, explo r , nd t of Batteries 
Geary , Crockett, Way , Cheney, W I g Barracks, 
the old Theatre, the Junior nd ffl cer's Barracks, 
the old parade grounds, th hi tori I , USAFFE head -
quarters ' buildings, the Old Nori ock fro m where 
General MacArthur left for Au str th spot wh ere 
General Wainwright surrender d Co nd the Philippines 
to the •Japanese on May 6, 1942. Lunch, r today and 
breakfast the next morning will b orv d Inn. In the 
event it is not feasible to overn ight on C or, you will 
return to Manila late in the afternoon nd ansferred to 
the Holiday Inn. The balance of the day will ree. 

• r 
October 11 • After a leisurely breakfast at the hole.I, return 

by Hydrofoil from Corregidor to Manila. After
. If ov might was in Manila, entire day is yours to 
t or do bit of sightseeing _on your own. · 

Octob r 17 • Aft r breakfast you will be transferred to the alr
Wtdn 1day port for a one and one half hour jet flight to Leyte. 
Y u will b gre led by local Government Officials, Veteran 

roup 1, nd much of the Island's population. You can expect 
r di 11nd 1 I vi sion crews to be on hand to interview you 
on tt1I cl I occasion. You will then be transferred to the 
b 1ut lful l yt Park Hotel or MacArthur Park Beach Resort 
IOC 1 d on th shores of Red Beach. After lunch, you will vis it 
Hill , 111 Japanese stronghold captured by the 19th Infantry 
und r th command of Da1las Dick, see the old bridge over 
whl t1 111 24 th stormed to take the town of Palo and to liberate 
It p opl . You will continue over the San joaquin River 
th rou h r n uan, past General Kruger's 6th Army Command 
Po t nd lue Beach, site of the 96th Division 's landing. You 
will vlult HIii 120, see the beautiful 96th Division Association 
M moll I P rk. Japanese fox holes, trenches and gun emplace-
m nt, r pr served and maintained to this day by members 
of th th , After this busy day, return to the hotel for dinner 

nd p ceful night 's rest. 

Octob r 18 • After a leisurely breakfast at the hotel, you will 
Thurso:I y be transferred by bus to Tacloban City for a 
city t,,ur and courtesy calls on Governor Romualdez and 
M yor Cinco. You wil l conti nue your tour with a visit to the 
Prlc Mansion which served as MacArthur's headquarters 
durln , th Leyte Campaign. go past the old Tacloban fighter 
ai r tilp of the 5th Air Force and on to see the magnificent 
M r l• Bridge which links the Islands of Leyte and Samar. 
You will return via Soleman and the site of the incredible 
P r cl t Home. You will enjoy a buffet lunch and be enter
ta in by the multi -talented members of this Community. A 
short m morial service honoring deceased members of the 
24th will be conducted by Father Bart, spiritual head and 
found r of the Paraclete Home. After the ceremonies, transfer 
b ck to your hotel for dinner and another peaceful night's rest. 

Octohar 19 • Today after breakfast, your busses will take you 
Friday north by way of Palo, Jaro, Carigara, and 
"Br 1kn ck Ridge" where the 24th met and defeated the 
pow rfu l Japanese 1st Divis ;on. A fiesta lunch with entertain
m nt will be given in your honor by Government Officials and 
th loc I FI iipi no people. Late in the afternoon , you will return 
to yc,ur hotel to freshen up before proceeding to the new 
Peop l · Hall in Tacloban. You will enjoy a fantastic gala 
11 0~1 given in your honor and hosted by Mayor Obdulia 
Cine<> , long -time friend and admirer of the 24th Division. 
At th nd of the Festivities. return to your hotel. 

October 20 • An early breakfast at the hotel and then your 
Scturd y busses will take you to the spot where it all 
b g n - Red Beach. As guests of honor you will sit on the 
R vl owln Stand as thousands of Filipino Army and Navy 
P r nn I, FIiipino Veterans ' Groups, marching bands, and 
clvlll n p ss by in review to salute you. You will never stand 
t II I or bo prouder that you are an American. You will proceed 
to lt 1 Impressive reflection pool and the General MacArtl'lur 
M morl I located on the beach where you stormed ashore 
x Cll y 40 years ago against ihe stiff resistance of the powerful 

Jap n 16th Division under the command of Lt. Gen . Shiro 
M klno. After a military wreath laying ceremony, lunch will be 
ho t, d by Governor Benjamin Romualdez . At the conclusion 
of th is d y- long celebration, you will be transferred to your 
hot I. 
Octob r 21 • Today breakfast and lunch at your hotel. You 
Sund y will be free to relax, visit old and newly-made 

lllplno fri ends, or do a bit of shopping before leaving for an 
early v nlng flight back to Manila. Upon arrival in Manila 

. ' 
domestic airport. you will be transferred to the Manila Holiday 
Inn for overnight. 

October 22 • After b reakfast you will journey to the north by 
Monday bus. You wil l travel through San Fernando with 
stops to visit the Capas Monument, termination point of the 
"Bataan Death March " and the first Kamakazi Air Strip . You 
will visit Clark Air Force Base and the wastelands of Cabana
tuan. Here, more than 8000 wound ed half-naked, half-starved 
U.S. survivors of the infamous "Bataan Death March" were 
kept prisioners of war by the Japanese. Less than 5000 would 
survive to be liberated. You will continue on to the beautiful 
city of Agoo where you will have dinner and spend overnight 
in the beautiful Agoo Playa Hotel. 

October 23 • This morning after breakfast your bus will take 
fuesday you further north to Lingayen Beach where on 
January 9th , 1945 elements of the 24th Division were among the 
68.000 men of the Sixth Army to land in the first assault of 
the liberation of Luzon. You will continue through the ci ty of 
Dagupan before reaching the Pines Hotel in Baguio where you 
will have lunch, d inner, and overnight accommodations. 

October 24 • Breakfas t at the hotel. You will tour the beautiful 
Wednesday mounta in ci ty of Baguio with v1s1ts !o Camp 
John Hay, a U S. R & R C&mp (also used as a Japanese 
internment camp fo r U.S. c1v1lians during the war), Imelda 
Park, St. Louis Schoo l, and the Easter Center, where ·:1ou may 
purchase high-quali ty jewelry, colo rfu l cloth materia!,,, wood 
carv ings, and leatner items made by the rnountaih pecole. The 
same items may be fo und in Manila but at substantially higher 
rates. You wil l return to the hotel following a luncheon stop 
(at you r own expense) at Camp Joh n Hay. Dinner and overn ight 
at the Pines Hotel. Before retiring you may wish to try you r 
luck in the hotel 's Casino. 

October 25 • After an earl y breakfast and check-out. your 
Thursday air conditioned bus winds its way down Kennon 
Road from Baguio to the plains and on to San Narc iso and 
San Antonio where on January 29. 1945, elements of the 24th 
Divi sion landed to push south to seal off the Japanese on 
Bataan. You will continue to Olongapo and tour Sub ic Naval 
Base before checki ng into your hotel. Tonigh t you wi ll be 
guests of honor at a dinner hosted by th e Mayor of Olongapo. 

October 26 • Breakfast at the hotel and th en travel through 
Friday historic Zig Zag Pass where the 34th Infantry
men disposed of some 2400 Japanese wh ile suffering 1400 
casualties of their own. As your bus moves ,n to Bataan 
Peninsula. you will ride over the sa me route th e American 
and Filipino defenders of Bataan were forced to march 1n the 
infamous Bataan Death March . You will proceed to Mt. Samat, 
and the Altar of Valor, si te of th e last great battle befo re 
General Edward P. King was forced to su rrender 78,000 U.S. 
and Filipino troops to the Japanese 14th Army on April 9, 
1942. Al thi s historic spot you will visit the War Museum 
before conti nuing you r journ y lo Manila. We will reach the 
Manila Holiday Inn late in the afternoon . This evening you may 
wi sh to do some last-minute shopping. 

October 27 • Aft r br akfast you r baggage will be picked up 
Saturday for transfer to lhe ai rport. You will be trans
ferred to the airport for you r 5.00 P.M. flight to your choice 
of destinations. Honolu lu , Los Angeles, or San Francisco. 
PAL flight t 06 is schedul d to arrive in Honolulu at 7:45 A.M . 
- in Los An geles J I 5: 15 P.M - In San Francisco at 8:35 P.M. 
All arrivals are on Satu rday, October 27th because you regain 
a day crossing th e lntornat1onal Oat line, 

Th e tour ends at th is poin t and as you make flight connec
ti ons to your home lown w bid you - MABUHAY! 
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A ~eunion Jg.tPeace 
In 1977 President Ferdinand E. Marcos ordered 

a program be initiated to invite all servicemen who 
served in the Ph ilippines during World War II to 
revisit the Philippines to meet in brotherhood recall
ing the sadness of the past and appreciating the 
joys- of the present, to draw fresh vigor for their 
ded ication to the cause of peace . 

Thus, with the Secretary of National Defense as 
Chairman and the Director of Tourism as Executive 
Secretary, the Reun ion for Peace was born. 

Since its inception in 1977, more than 3000 
ex-servicemen of al l ranks and branches of service 
have returned to the Phil ippines under the Reunion 
for Peace Program. Without exception, .all agree that 
this " Sentimental Journey" is an unforgetable expe
rience of nostalgia and gracious Fi lipino Hospitality. 

This year, 1984, marks the 40th Anniversary of 
the Leyte Land ing and the Liberation of the Phi li p
pines. A grateful nation .awaits your arrival. The 
Filipino people and their Government have made 
elaborate plans to welcome and honor you in an 
expression of deep gratitude for the sacrifice you 
made in their Liberation. 

You will visit old battle and camp sites, landing 
beaches and the many historic landmarks that were 
so familiar. to you during the war. Through special 
arrangements of the Department of National Defense 
and the Philippine Veterans Federation , you will be 
hosted and accorded special honors during your 
entire stay in the Philippines. In the eyes of the 
Fi li pino, no one is held in higher esteem than those 
Americans who defended and liberated their country. 

The Philippine Government and its people, cor
dially invite you to return to their shores to celebrate 
this special occasion under the Reunion for Peace 
Program, to renew old friendships and to pay honor 
to our American and Filipino comrades who made 
the supreme sacrifice for the common cause of 
freedom . 

U.S. Representative 
Reunion for Peace Program 
(F Co. 34th) 

.. 
·, ,.• 

.·.' fi.; 
·, 

_J 



BOARD MEMBERS 

RONALD A. ZWEIBEL 
Chairman 

* 
. 

, 

. ... 
STATE OF NEW YORK 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 
CRIME VICTIMS BOARD 
270 BROADWAY, ROOM 200 

NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10007 
(212) 587-5160 

8427977 

GENNARO A. FISCHETTI 
GEORGE L GROBE, JR . 
DIANE McGRATH 
ANGELO PETRO ELIS 
GERALD I E JORD 

P E R S O N A L A N D 
U N O F F I C I A L 

Execu tive Secretary 

Ronald Reagan, President 
nited States of America 

White ouse 
Washi g~on, D. C . 

Re: Reunion for Peace 

Dear _or. Presid ent: 

=-=~=:..:~..._.._--~ fice holder and veteran of World War II, 
I co gratulat e you for restoring patriotism to our proud country. 

~ ring th e previous Carter Administration, it appeared that 
patriotis wa s subdued. The education President Carter received 
at apolis did not engender his patriotic feelings, nor ours. 

of 

se 
It 

you have taken office and restored dignity to our Armed 
serv ice schools, our national patriotism has been 
Th e recent Olympic games also demonstrated our renewed 

Th e credit is yours alone. 

with pride when you appeared and spoke at the 
~eunion in France. I know you will be campaigning in 
ad prob ably cannot leave the country to attend our reunion 

'llipine Liberation. I do know that Mrs. Dou g las MacArthur 
our e missaries in Europe. It would be befittin if ou 

o this reunion as well as your personal representative. 
certainly appetl to all us veterans who fought in the -

I enc ose copi es of documents relating to our "Reunion for Peace". 

Good luc 

GAF:fr 

Encl. 

in th e c oming election. 

r Commissioner 
Crime Victims Board 

, -
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ill '1 FOR FREDERICK J. RYAN 

ROBERT M. KIMMITT fs~~ 

JAJA Request for Meeting with the President 

···e ag r ee \·1i th the State recommendation at Tab A that Dr. 
· a o' s request for a meeting with the President be regretted 

at you refer the requester to the Department of State. 

ac e n ts 

State Memo dated 9/11/84 (e~~F~DENTIA.L) 
_ab 8 Incoming Correspondence 
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6526 
MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

C<lffl'tt>ENTIA'C "J!TTACmrnNT C~\'l>"\\' 
ACTION 

September 12, 1984 

MEMORANDUM FOR BOB KIMMITT 

FROM: DICK CHILDRESe--,, 

SUBJECT: JAJA Request for Meeting with the President 

Recommend you sign the memorandum at Tab I to Ryan. 

Approve IL Disapprove 

Gaston Sigur (telephonic) concurs. 

Attachments 

Tab I Kirnrnitt/Ryan Memo 
Tab A State Memo dated 9/11/84 (GGNF'H}ElWf\'i-~) 
Tab B Incoming Correspondence 

cc: Gaston Sigur 
Bill Martin 



6526 
_ fE:\fORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

C~ACH;'EN! 
0(1\, ~ -,oh b 

September 12, 198 4 

MEMORANDUM FOR FREDERICK J. RYAN 

FROM: ROBERT M. KIMMITT fsc1t, 

SUBJECT: JAJA Request for Meeting with the President 

We agree with the State recommendation at Tab A that Dr. 
Quijano's request for a meeting with the President be regretted 
and that you refer the requester to the Department of State. 

Attachments 

Tab A 
Tab B 

State Memo dated 9/11/84 (GGN-FIBBNTIAL) 
Incoming Correspondence 
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CONPlDENTI~ 

8424322 

United States Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

September 11, 1984 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. ROBERT C. MCFARLANE 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

6526 

SUBJ ECT : JAJA Request for Meeting with the President. 

Embassy Manila has checked with the Coalition of 
Org a n izations for the Restoration of Democracy (CORD), an 
umbrella political opposition group in the Philippines, about 
Dr. Quijano's request for a meeting with the President. The 
Embassy reports that JAJA ceased to exist in the Philippines in 
Fe b r u ary, when it was subsumed under CORD. Embassy Manila has 
concluded from its conversation that Dr. Quijano does not 
represent any significant group currently operating in the 
Philippines, but may speak for some residual JAJA group in the 
u.s. 

The Department recommends the President not see Dr. Quijano. 
Under the circumstances, the Office of Philippine Affairs in 
t h e Department is the appropriate level for contact with Dr. 
Quinjo, and would be happy to speak with him. 

Charles Hi 
Executive Seer 

~fl IDEN'I•f.At 
DECL: OADR 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH I NGTON 

MEMORANDUM AUGUST 29, 1984 

TO: ROBERT KIMMITT 

FROM: FREDERICK J. RYAN, JR., DIRECTOR 
PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS AND SCHEDULING 

SUBJ: REQUEST FOR SCHEDULING RECOMMENDATION 

PLEASE PROVIDE YOUR RECOMMENDATION ON THE FOLLOWING 
SCHEDULING REQUEST UNDER CONSIDERATION: 

EVE T: l\leeting with Justice for Aquino Justice for All (JAJA) 

DATE: 

LOCATIO 

BACKGROUND: See attached 

YOUR RECOMMENDATION: 

Accept Regret Surrogate 
Priority 
Routine 

Message Other 

IF RECOMMENDATION IS TO ACCEPT, PLEASE CITE REASONS: 

q--c,0 
RESPONSE DUE 9/4/84 TO JEAN APPLEBY JACKSON ---------



Hon . Frederick Ryan 
Director of Scheduling 
WHITE HOUSE 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Sir: 

55 S Staff Court 
York 10962 

(. 

I am commissioned by the JAJA (Justice for Aquino Justice for All) 

to contact you for shheduling an audience with the President. This 

projected meeting will deal on the recent socio-political condition 

of the Philippines . Please therefore schedule a date for this appoint

ment with the President . 

Thank you very much in advance, I am 

Vert.respectfully your_,..s, 

J t,.,l ,l'-:J 
GEDEON O, 

Cha er 
Republican Presiden Task Force 



Dear Dr. Quijano : 

We regret that due to the large volume of mail for the President, we were unable 

to reply to your letter before nCM requesting a meeting with him. 

'Ihe President must have me express his regrets to you since the heavy demands he 

is corrrnitted to make it impossible to add this appointment to his calendar. 

Ho,..,ever , we are bringing your letter to the attention of the Department of 'State. 

With the President's best wishes, 

FJR:abc 

cc : [Epa.rtrrent of State 

bee : N3C File 6526 

Sincerely , 

Frederick J. Ryan, Jr. 
Director 
Presidential Appointments 
and Scheduling 



Paul Thompson 

Bob Kimmitt 

John Poindexter 

Tom Shull 

Wilma Hall 

Bud Mcfarlane 

Bob Kimmitt 

NSC Secretariat 

Situation Room 

I= Information 

~ 
National Security Council ,; 

The, White House .. -;. 

System# 3. 
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