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- PiiptioraBAN

PILIPINO DEMOCRATIC PARTY - LAKAS NG BAYAN

N

October 25, 1984 8430122

His Excellency

The President of the United States
0f America

The White House

#1 Pennsylvania Avenue

Washington, District of Columbia

Uu. S. A.

Dear President Reagan:

Following is a statement the Pilipino Democratic Party-Lakas ng Bayan

(PDP-LABAN) is releasing to media 26 October intended to address your position
regarding the Philippine situation during your second debate with Democratic

Party nominee Walter Mondale:
(start of statement)

In last Sunday's televised debate between Republican Party
President Ronald Reagan of the United States of America and
Democratic Party nominee Walter Mondale, President Reagan
in reference to the Philippine situation categorically
stated that despite some reservations, the United States
must maintain its support of Filipino President Ferdinand
Marcos because the only alternative at this time is a
communist takeover.

President Reagan further stated and I quote "In the
Philippines, the United States was better off...trying
to retain our friendship and help them right the wrongs
we see, rather than throwing them to the wolves and then
facing a communist power in the Pacific" unquote.
Furthermore, President Reagan stated and again I quote
“there is every evidence, every indication that that
government (referring to his alleged alternative to the
Marcos regime) would be hostile to the United States and
that would be a severe-blow to our abilities in the Pacific."
Unquote.

Ladies and gentlemen, despite an attempted softening PR

job by the US State Department to diffuse the American
President's statement - the harm and the damage have been
inflicted on the Filipino people and the Philippine
Moderate opposition. And we of the Pilipino Democratic
Party - Lakas ng Bayan, PDP-LABAN cannot allow the American
President's statement to go unchallenged.

For to let President Reagan's statement go unchallenged is
to insult the clear cut majority of Filipino voters who
opted last May to undertake a democratic exercise.

For to let President Reagan's statement go unchallenged

is ti 11ittle the many who have sacrificed their lives,
theii -rtunes, the company of their loved ones in order

to prot during that election the sanctity of the ballot -
the baliot ' - that very soul and essence of Democracy.
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For to Tet President Reagan's statement go unchallenged is to
discard totally the very foundations of Filipino values which
continue to this date to be basically conservative, God-
fearing, God-loving and still very family-oriented; values

so firmly rooted that it will reject a communist ideology

so diametrically opposed to it.

For to let President Reagan's statement go unchallenged is to
trample on the blood that Ninoy Aquino willingly shed - a
supreme offering he made out of his faith in Philippine
Democracy and the democratic tradition of his people.

For to let President Reagan's statement go unchallenged is to
forfeit the glorious tradition handed this nation by its founding
heroes; a tradition of struggle and sacrifice so that this

nation can be free. Not red, but free.

For to lTet President Reagan's statement go unchallenged is
to condone the sinister barter of Filipino freedom and
democracy for American protection and interest.

For to let President Reagan's statement go unchallenged is
to annul and to void the very existence of this party -

the PDP-LABAN - a truly Pilipino and truly democratic party
so founded on a five point ideology in order to offer this
country an alternative to the totalitarian options given by
the extreme right and the extreme left.

The American President's statement - a classic Freudian slip
if you prefer to call it a slip - is the synthesis of that
over-simplistic American point of view that has allowed
precisely the Vietnams, the Irans and the Nicaraguas that
today it tends to associate with the Philippine situation.

When the Buddhist monks in Vietnam were igniting themselves
in protest, America preferred to call them communists.

In Iran, America so desperately tried to prop-up a Shah
that has Tost the popular mandate of his people; in the
end so pathetically attempting to replace the Shah with

a moderate who had never had the chance, the time and the
support to establish a solid political base.

We of the PDP-LABAN are committed to safeguard against

a repeat of American miscalculations in this country -
not for the sake of American interest in this country but
for the sake of the majority of the Filipino people and
their aspirations.

We of the PDP-LABAN are committed to safeguard against a
repeat in this country of American failures in history not
for the sake of the 220 million Americans 10,000 miles away
but for the sake of the 52 million Filipinos who partonize
neither extreme right nor extreme left dictatorships. But
who merely aspire to enjoy their tradition of freedom and
democracy.
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We of the PDP-LABAN ask that President Reagan l1ook more
closely into this country for there is more to this
country than a few reds and one Marcos.

We of the PDP-LABAN ask that President Reagan look more
closely at this Mr. Marcos he so proudly patronizes and
perhaps he will see the blood of Ninoy Aquino which is
now upon Mr., Marcos.

We of the PDP-LABAN ask: What of the American people
and their vaunted tradition of freedom and democracy?
Does the entitlement to those Jeffersonian principles
confine jtself strictly within American shores?

Lastly, we of the PDP-LABAN ask that American intervention
in Philippine affairs cease. We do not ask for American
help to fight Mr. Marcos, only for America to cease

aiding Mr. Marcos '

Mr. Marcos is a Philippine problem and can be solved with
Philippine solutions. But if we must fight America too

in order to be free of Mr. Marcos, then so be it. But the
choice is America's as to whether Filipinos must also
fight Americans in order to be rid of Mr. Marcos.

(end of statement)
It is to be hoped Mr. President that at the earliest you will reconsider your
position in light of the fact that the dominant majority of the Filipino
people remain opposed to all forms of totalitarianism, be it that of Mr.
Marcos or the communists.
Thank You.
Very truly yours,

PDP-LABAN
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ptember 26, 1984

MEMORANDUM FOR BOB KIMML._.[I
FROM: -ICK CHILDRES!

SUBJECT: 1 >onse to Emilio Yap

Recommend you ign tl memorandum at Tab I to ¥ lley.

Gast« S%z%Q’EBncurs.
A

Approv Disapprov

Attachments

Tab I Kimmitt/Kell ndum
Tab A D1 Et ¢ ‘ : onse
Tab B Incoming Material
Tab IT State Cov r Memorandum dated 9/25/84

cc: Gaston Sigur






































































































