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Following is an address by Stephen W.
Bosworth, Ambassador to the Philip-
pines, before the Rotary Club of Makati
West, Manila, Philippines, October 25,
1984.

Our confidence in democracy and in the
rule of law in our approach to the rest
of the world is, of course, a projection of
our own national experience. Beyond
that, however, it has proven to be an ef-
fective forc  erhaps the most effective
force—in our foreign policy. We em-
phasize our support for democracy not
only because our own experience gives
us great sympathy for the democratic
aspirations of other people; we have also
become convinced through hard ex-
perience that our own national interests
are best served through the creation and
strengthening of functioning pluralistic
democracies in other countries.

Democracy serves as the essential
link between our view of ourselves as a
nation and our concept of our respon-
sibilities as a global power. Global power
and the responsibilities that go with it
are still relatively new experiences for
the United States. These are burdens
which we assumed reluctantly. Indeed,
for the first 150-odd years of our ex-
istence, sheltered by two oceans, we
concentra  almost exclusively on the
development of our own nation. But the
relentl  advance of technology, with
all its implications for global peace, and
the irreversible interdependence of the
world economy drew us permanently out
of our isolation.

Realism and Constructive Engagement

Our approach toward the rest of the
world is based on the reality that our
own security and prosperity require our
constructive engagement in the world
beyond our own frontiers. Realism com-
pels us to recognize that we are locked
in a global competition with forces
whose objectives and methods are
diametrically opposed to the values on
which our own society is based. Yet
realism and concern for the future of
humanity also compel us to search for
ways to manage that global competition
peacefully, while we maintain the
strength necessary to deter aggression
by our adversary.

Realism also compels us to recognize
that our own economic well-being can be
threatened by disruption of oil supplies,
by debt crises in countries which have
borrowed in our capital markets, or by a
contraction of the world trade on which
a large and grov-ing number of
American workers and farmers depend
for their liveliki»d.

But we have also learned that for
us, because of our own national ex-
perience, an approach toward the rest of
the world based only on a calculation of
our own self-interest is inadequate. We
are, for better or for worse, a product of
our own national experience. Our coun-
try was settled by people seeking
religious and political freedom. Our in-
dependence was won by Americans
seeking self-government and determined
to control their future. The struggle
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