
Ronald Reagan Presidential Library 

Digital Library Collections 

 
 

This is a PDF of a folder from our textual collections. 

 
 

WHORM Subject File Code: CO125 

(Countries: Philippines) 

Case file Number(s): 360000-374699 

Box: 151 

 
 

To see more digitized collections visit: 

https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digitized-textual-material 

 

To see all Ronald Reagan Presidential Library inventories visit: 

https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/white-house-inventories 

 

Contact a reference archivist at: reagan.library@nara.gov  

 

Citation Guidelines: https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-

support/citation-guide 

 

National Archives Catalogue: https://catalog.archives.gov/  
 

https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digitized-textual-material
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/white-house-inventories
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-support/citation-guide
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-support/citation-guide
https://catalog.archives.gov/


INCO~I JG 

~ THE WHITE HOUSE -;fo" CORPFSPONDENCE TRACKING WORKSHEET 

DATE RECEIVED: JANUARY 21, 1986 

NAME OF CORRESPONDENT: THE HONORABLE CLAIBORNF. PELI, 

SUBJEC~: RECO ~FNDS RICHARD MOE FOR APPOINTMENT AS A 
.. P~FFP OF~ BIPARTISAN OBSERVER GROUP TO 
~ ITOR PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION IN THE 
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RICHARD G. LUGAR, INDIANA. CHAIRMAN 

J ESSl;._l'r.'LMS, NOfitH CAROLINA 
CHA RLES McC. MAlHIAS, JR., MARYLAND 
NANCY L KASSEBA UM, KANSAS 
RUDY BOSCHW ITZ, MINNESOTA 
LARRY PRESSLER. SOUTH DAKOTA 
FRANK H. MURKOWSKI, ALASKA 
PAUL S. TRIBLE. JR., VIRGINIA 
DANIEL J . EVANS, WASHINGTON 

CLAIBORNE PELL. RHODE ISLAND 
JOSEPH A. BIDEN, JR., DELAWARE 
PAUL S. SARBANES, MARYLAND 
EDWARD ZORINSKY, NEBRASKA 
A LAN CRANSTON, CALIFORNIA 

CHRISTOPHER J . DODD. CONNECTICUT tlnt-ttd ~tatts ~ml'ltt THOMAS F. EAGLETON, MISSOURI Q 
JOHN F. KERRY, MASSACHUSETTS 

J EFFREY T. BERGNER, STAFF DIRECTOR 
GERYLD B. CHRISTIANSON, M INORITY STAFF DIRECTOR 

Dear Mr. President: 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

January 15, 1986 

In the eve nt t hat you will be naming members of a bipartisan 
observer group to monitor th e forthcoming presidential election in 
the Phil i ppi ne s , I would like to recomme nd the appointment of Mr. 
Richard Moe. 

As you will not e in t he enclosed biography, Mr. Moe is a 
lawy er a nd serv e d as Vi ce Preside nt Mondale's chief of staff. In 
addition , he has s pe nt a good deal of his professional life 
working one e ct·on l aw issues. He headed President Carter ' s task 
f orce one ection l aw reform; last year he served on the 
Commission on at i o nal Elections sponsored by the Georgetown 
Ce nter for Stra t egic and International Studies; and just recently 
he was appointe d to a similar commission to review Maryland's 
el ection l aws. He is also working on a pro bono basis on several 
el ection l aw issues currently before the Congress . 

Mr. Moe also has had a longstanding interest in the 
Philippines. He visited the Philippines on an official visit with 
Vice Pre s i dent Mondale, and for many years he has followed 
Philippine political developments with keen interest. As a 
r esult , he is eminently well qualified to serve as an election 
ob se rv er; and his expert knowledge and integrity would add great 
lu s t e r a nd credibility to the work of an observer delegation to 
th e Phil ippines. 

With very real respect and regard. 

Ever sincerely, 

Licw._K 
Claiborne Pell 

Enclo s ure 

Th e Pr esident 
The Wh ite House 



BIOGRAPHY 
OF 

RICHARD MOE 

Born Duluth, Minnesota 1936. Shattuck School, 1954. Wil

liams College, B.A., 1959, Political Science. University of 

Minnesota Law School, LL.B., 1966. Admitted practice Min

nesota 1967, District of Columbia 1979. Administrative 

Assistant to Mayor of Minneapolis (1961-62). Administrative 

Assistant to Lt. Governor of Minnesota (1963-67). Finance 

Director, Minnesota Democratic-Farmer-Labor Party (1967-60). 

Chairman, Minnesota Democratic-Farmer-Labor Party (1969-72). 

Administrative Assistant to Senator Walter F. Mondale 

(1972-77). Chief of Staff to the Vice President of the 

United States (1977-81). Counsel to the Washington office, 

Davis Polk & Wardwell (1981-85), Partner (1986 - ). 

Military service: Minnesota Army National Guard (1960-66). 

Member of Board: Center for National Policy (1981- ). 

Married: Julia Neimeyer. Children: Eric, Andrew, 

Alexandra. Home: 3611 Underwood Street, Chevy Chase, 

Maryland 20015. 
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Comparative Measures of Freedom 

Political Civil Status of 
Rightsl Libertiesl Freedom2 

Madagascar 5 6 PF 
Malawi 6 7 NF 
Malaysia 3 5 PF 
Maldives 5 5 PF 
Mali 7 6 NF 

Malta 2 4 PF 
Mauritan ia 7 6 NF 
Maur it ius 2 2 F 
Mexico 4 - 4 PF 
Mongolia 7 7 NF 

Morocco 4 5 PF 
Moza mbique 6 7 NF 
Nauru 2 2 F 
Nepal 3 4 PF 
Nether lands l 1 F 

New Zea land l l F 
Nicaragua 5 5 PF 
Niger 7 6 NF 
Nigeria 7 5 NF 
Norway l 1 F 

Oman 6 6 NF 
Pakistan 4 + 5 PF+ 
Panama 6 - 3 PF 
Papua New Guinea 2 2 F 
Paraguay 5 5 PF 

Peru 2 3 - F 
Philippines 4 3 + PF 
Poland 6 5 PF 
Portugal 1 2 - F 
Qata r:_ - 5 5 PF 

Roman i-a 7 7 NF 
Rwanda 6 6 NF 
St. Kitts- Nevis l 1 F 
St. Luc ia 1 2 F 
St. Vincent 2 2 F 

Sao Tome & Princ ipe 7 7 NF 
Saudi Arabia 6 7 NF 
Senegal 3 4 PF 
Seychelles 6 6 NF 
Sierra Leone 5 - 5 PF 

Singapore 4 5 PF 
Solomon Islands 2 3 F 
Somalia 7 7 NF 
South Afr ica 5 6 PF 
Spain 1 2 F 

through the trauma of a complex political trial and faced a 
growing guerrilla movement. Although its forces, and 
those which are identified justly or not with it, continued 
to murder their opponents and critics, including press and 
broadcast journalists, the openness of discussion, organi
zation and criticism, even within papers formerly support
ive of the system, developed an arena of freedom perhaps 
greater than it had been since the early 1970s. 

The long-standing military dictatorship in Pakistan 
finally allowed the long-promised parliamentary elections 

January-February/1986 
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Political Civil Status of 
Rights! Libertiesl Freedom2 

Sri Lanka 3 4 PF 
Sudan 6 6 NF 
Suriname 6 + 6 NF 
Swaziland 5 6 PF 
Sweden l I F 

Switzerland 1 I F 
Syria 6 7 NF 
Tanzania 6 6 NF 
Thailand 3 4 PF 
Togo 6 6 NF 

Tonga 5 3 PF 
Transkei 5 6 PF 
Trinidad & Tobago 1 2 F 
Tunisia 5 5 PF 
Turkey 3 5 PF 

Tuvalu l 2 F 
Uganda 5 - 4 + PF 
USSR 7 7 NF 
United Arab Emirates 5 5 PF 
United Kingdom l 1 F 

United States l 1 F 
Uruguay 2 + 2 + F + 
Vanuatu 2 4 PF 
Venezuela 1 2 F 
Vietnam 7 7 NF 

Western Samoa 4 3 PF 
Yemen(N) 5 5 PF 
Yemen(S) 6_ 7 NF 
Yugoslavia 6 5 PF 
Zaire - 7 7 NF 

Zambia 5 5 PF 
Zimbabwe 4 6 - PF 

Notes to the Table 

l. The scales use the numbers 1-7, with 1 compara- ;; 
tively offer ing the highest level of political or 
civil rights and 7 t he lowest. A plus or minus 
fo llowing a rating indicates an improvement or decline 
since the last yearbook. A rating marked with a 
raised period (·) has been reevaluated by the author 
in this time; there may have been little change in the 
country. 

2. F designates "free," PF "partly free," NF "not 
free." 

3. Also known as Kampuchea. 
4. Formerly Upper Volta. 

in February. Although the political parties were not to 
participate as parties, and as a result the parties urged a 
boycott of the elections, and the Constitution offered the 
legislative little power in comparison to the executive, the 
result has been the initiation of a democratic process that 
may be hard to halt. The election resulted in well-fought 
campaigns, and the Parliament that was formed divided 
quickly into quasiparties supporting and opposing the re
gime. As a group the Parliament has worked for expan
sion of its power and has, to a degree, forced its desired 
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Rating of Nations by Political Rights 

Australia 
Austria 
Barbados 
Belgium 
Belize 
Canada 
Costa Rica 
Cyprus (G) 
Denmark 

Antigua and 
Barbuda 

Argentina 
Bahamas 
Bolivia 
Botswana 
Colombia 

Brazil 
Cyprus (T) 
Gambia 

_ Egypt 
Guatemala 
Korea (S) 

Bahrain 
Bangladesh 
Bhutan 
China (Taiwan) 
Guyana 
Hungary 
Indonesia 

Algeria 
Brunei 
Cameroon 
Cape Verde 

Islands 
Chile 
China 

(Mainland) 

Afghanistan 
Albania 
Angola 
Benin 
Bulgaria 
Burkina Faso 
Burma 
Burundi 
Cambodia 

Dominican Rep. 
France 
Germany (W) 
Iceland 
Ireland 
Italy 
Japan 
Kiribati 
Luxembourg 

Dominica 
Ecuador 
El Salvador 
Fiji 
Finland 
Greece 
Grenada 

Malaysia 
Nepal 

Kuwait 
Mexico 
Morocco 

Iran 
Jordan 
Lebanon 
Lesotho 
Liberia 
Madagascar 
Maldives 

Comoros 
Cuba 
Djibouti 
Gabon 
Guinea-Bissau 
Ivory Coast 
Kenya 
Libya 

Central 
African Rep. 

Chad 
Congo 
Czechoslovakia 
Equatorial 

Guinea 
Ethiopia 
Germany (E) 

Nether lands 
New Zealand 
Norway 
Portugal 
St. Kitts-Nevis 
St. Lucia 
Spain 
Sweden 
Switzerland 

Honduras 
India 
Israel 
Jamaica 
Malta 
Mauritius 
Nauru 

Senegal 
Sri Lanka, 

Pakistan 
Philippines 
Singapore 

Nicaragua 
Paraguay 
Qatar 

-

Sierra Leone 
South Africa 
Swaziland 
Tonga 

Malawi 
Mozambique 
Oman 
Panama 
Poland 
Rwanda 
Saudi Arabia 
Seychelles 

Ghana 
Guinea 
Haiti 
Iraq 
Korea (N) 
Laos 
Mali 
Mauritania 
Mongolia 

Trinidad & 
Tobago 

Tuvalu 
United Kingdom 
United States 
Venezuela 

Papua 
New Guinea 

Peru 
St. Vincent 
Solomons 
Uruguay 
Vanuatu 

Thailand 
Turkey - -J Western 

Samoa 
Zimbabwe 

Transkei 
Tunisia 
Uganda 
United Arab 

Emirates 
Yemen (N) 
Zambia 

Sudan 
Suriname 
Syria 
Tanzania 
Togo 
Yemen (S) 
Yugoslavia 

Niger 
Nigeria 
Romania 
Sao Tome & 

Principe 
Somalia 
USSR 
Vietnam 
Zaire 

Freedom at Issue 



Most 
Free 

Least 
Free 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

Jan11an·-February /9 

Rating of Nations by Civil Liberties 

Australia 
Austria 
Belgium 
Belize 
Canada 

Argentina 
Bahamas 
Barbados 
Brazil 
Cyprus (G) 
Dominica 
Fiji 

Antigua and 
Barbuda 

Bolivia 
Botswana 
Colombia 

Egypt 
El Salvador 
Gambia 
Guatemala 

Bahrain 
Bangladesh 
Bhutan 
Brunei 
Chile 
China (Taiwan) 
Guinea 
Guyana 
Hungary 

Algeria 
Burkina Faso 
Burundi 
Central 

African Rep. 
China 

(Mainland) 
Comoros 
Congo 

Afghanistan 
Albania 
Angola 
Benin 
Bulgaria 
Burma 
Cambodia 

Costa Rica 
Denmark 
Iceland 
Ireland 
Italy 

Finland 
France 
Germany (W) 
Greece 
Israel 
Kiribati 
Mauritius 

Cyprus (T) _ 
Dominican Rep. 
Ecuador 
Grenada 
Honduras 

Kuwait 
Lebanon 
Malta 
Mexico 

Ivory Coast 
Jordan 
Kenya -
Korea (S) 
Lesotho 
Liberia 
Malaysia 
Maldives 
Morocco 

Cuba 
Czechoslovakia 
Djibouti 
Gabon 
Germany (E) 
Ghana 
Guinea - Bissau 
Haiti 
Indonesia 

Cameroon 
Cape Verde Is. 
Chad 
Equa. Guinea 
Ethiopia 
Iraq 
Korea (N) 

Japan 
Luxembourg 
Netherlands 
New Zealand 
Norway 

Nauru 
Papua 

New Guinea 
Portugal 
St. Lucia 
St. Vincent 
Spain 

India 
Jamaica 
Panama 
Peru 

Nepal 
Senegal 
Sri Lanka 

Nicarag':la 
Nigeria 
Pakistan 
Paraguay 

- - Poland 
Qatar 
Sierra Leone 
Singapore 
Tunisia 

Iran 
Libya 
Madagascar 
Mali 
Mauritania 
Niger 
Oman 
Rwanda 
Seychelles 

Laos 
Malawi 
Mongolia 
Mozambique 
Romania 
Sao Tome & 

Principe 

St. Kitts-Nevis 
Sweden 
Switzerland 
United Kingdom 
United States 

Trinidad & 
Tobago 

Tuvalu 
Uruguay 
Venezuela 

Philippines 
Solomons 
Tonga 
Wes tern Samoa 

Thailand 
Uganda 
Vanuatu 

Turkey 
United Arab 

Emirates 
Yemen (N} 
Yugoslavia 
Zambia 

South Africa 
Sudan 
Suriname 
Swaziland 
Tanzania 
Togo 
Transkei 
Zimbabwe 

Saudi Arabia 
Somalia 
Syria 
USSR 
Vietnam 
Yemen (S) 
Zaire 
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The Map of Freedom 
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January 1986 
Wall maps, 20" x 30", $5 each. 

Send payment with order to: 

f 

. ~ ~ 

Freedom House, 48 East 21 St. 
N.Y., N.Y. 10010 



The Map of Freedom 
The boundaries represented are de facto boundaries. Freedom House does not necessarily recognize their 

legitimacy. 
Numbers refer to map, pages 24-25. 

Free Cou:ntrie:1 1'8 Norway 138 Ne. Antilles(Ne) 142 Nicaragua 79 Guadeloupe ( Fr I 70 Gabon 
53 Papu.a New Guin~A 139 New Caledonia ( Fr I ISi Pakistan 80 Guam (US) n Germi1.ny (El 

g Ant ii"& & 1 ss Peru 145 Niue (N.Z) l Sl Panama 87 Hons Kong(UK) 74 Ghana 
Subuda IS9 Portugal 147 N.Marianu (US) 154 Parasuay llS Macao (Port) Bl Guinea 

9 Araentin& 166 St. Kitts-Nevis 160 P'rto Rico (U S ) 156 Philippines 1Z4 Martinique (Fr) 83 Guinea-Biss. 
10 Austrah a 167 St. Lucia 165 St. Helena (UK) 158 Poland 130 Monaco (Fr) 85 Haiti 
II Austr ia 169 St. Vincent 168 S.Pierre-Mi(Fr) 161 Qatar 146 Norfolk Is. ( Aus) 93 Iraq 
13 R&h.a.mu 177 Solomons 170 San Marino (It) 173 Senegal 149 Occupied Ten. ( lsr) 105 Korea (N ) 
16 Bar~dos 181 Spain 198 Turks & C. (UK) 17S Sierra 162 Reunion (Fr) 108 Laos 
IS ~lihlm 186 Sweden 210 Virsin Isis (US) Leone 180 SW Africa Ill Libya 
19 ~ lize 187 Swit :er land 176 Singapore (Namibia) (SA) 118 Malawi 
Z3 Boli• ia 195 Trinidad & Tob. Partly Free Countrie■ 179 So. Africa 192 Tokelau lsls . (NZ) 121 Mali 
ZS Botsw&na 199 Tuvalu 182 Sri Lanka Vatican (It) 125 Mauritania 
Z6 Braz il Z03 United Kingdom 14 Bahrain !BS Swa:ziland 211 Wallis and 131 Mongolia 
33 Canada 204 United States 1 S Bangladesh 190 Thailand Futuna (Fr) 134 Mozambique 
4S Colombia Z06 Urusuay 22 Bhutan 193 Tons• 143 Niser 
49 Costa Rica 208 Venezuela 28 Brunei 194 Transkei 144 Nigeria 
Sia Cypru.s {G ) 40 Chile 196 Tunisia Not Free Countrie■ I SO Oman 
53 Denmark Relat~ Territories 42 China (Taiwan) 197 Turkey 163 Romania 
ss Dominica Sib Cyprus (Tl zoo Uganda 164 Rwanda 
56 Oommi c&.n 4 Amer. Samoa (US) 59 Egypt 202 United Arab 1 Afghanistan 171 Sao Tome • Republ ic 7 Anguilla (UK) 60 El Salvador Emirates 2 Albania Principe 
58 Ecuador 12 Azores (Port) 71 Gambia 140 Vanuatu 3 Algeria 172 Saudi Arabia 
65 FiJi 17 Belau (US) 81 Guatema.la 212 w. Samoa b Angola 174 Seychelles 
66 Finland Zl Bermuda IUK) 84 Guyana 213 Yemen (N ) lO Benin 178 Somalia 
67 France Z7 Br. Vir. Is. (UK) 88 Hungary 21 S Yugo■lavia 29 Bulgar ia 183 Sudan 
73 Germa.ny ( W) H Canary Isis . (Sp) 91 Indonesia 217 Zambia zos Burkina F.uo 184 Surmamr 
7b Greece 36 Cayman Isis. ( UK )- 92 Iran 218 ~imbabwe 30 Burma 188 Syria 
78 Grenada IS7a Ceuta (Sp) 98 Ivory Coast 31 Burundi 189 Tanzama -86 Hondura.s 39 Channel lsls. (UK) 101 Jordan Related Territories 102 Ca.mbodia 191 Togo 
89 Iceland 48 Cool< Isis. (NZ) 103 Kenya 32 Camer oon 201 USSR 
90 lnd1a 63 Falkland !sis. (NZ 106 Korea (S) s- Andorra (Fr:Sp) 3S Cape Verd..- Is . 109 V1etnam 
94 lr~ land 64- Faroe Isis. (Den i -107 Kuwait u BofhuthatSwana 37 Central African 214 Yemen ( S I 
96 Israe l • 7S _Gibraltar (UK) 109 Lebanon South Air.) Republic lib Zaire 
97 Italy 77 Gr-eenland (Den) 110 Lesotho 43 Christmas Is-. 38 Chad 
99 Jamuc a 95 Isle of Man (UK) 111 Liberia (Austral . ) 41 China IMainlAnd ) Related Territorie■ 

100 Japan 113 Liechtenstein (Sw) 116 Madagascar 44 Cocos lsls . 4b Com oros 
104 Kai b&tt 117 Madeira (Port) 119 Malaysia ( Austral. ) 47 Congo 219 C1ske1 (SA ) 
114 Lwtembour& 123 Marshall Isis. (US) 120 Maldives 57 Easter ls. (Ch ) so Cuba l07 Venda (SAi 
121> Maur1l1ua 1Z7 Mayotte (Fr ) 122 Malta 68 French 52 Czechoslovak1a 
135 Nauru 1S7b M~lilla (Sp ) 128 Mex1co Gu1~a ( Fr ) 54 Djibouti 
137 Netherlands 129 Micronesia (US) 133 Morocco 69 French 61 Equatorial Gu1nea 
141 New Ze&la.nd 132 Montserrat ( UK l 136 Nepal Polynesia (Fr ) bl Eth1opu. 

Freedom at lssu1' 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 27, 1986 

MEMORANDUM FOR JOHN D. POINDEXTER 

FROM: PATRICK J. BUCHANA'(jit? 

Bob McMi lan, a former Avon executive, now a lawyer on Long 
Island -- who has made numerous trips to the Phillipines -- is 
most anxious to be an election observer. A Nixon Republican who 
used to work for RN up in New York (before I got there) he sent 
along this abbreviated resume -- as his recommendation. While my 
knowledge of his foreign policy views is limited, I would 
certainly endorse him as qualified, and not unsympathetic to the 
Reagan Administration. 

Mr. McMillan is a Senior partner of Rivkin, Radler, Dunne & Bavh, 
which is a Long Island based firm of 168 lawyers. 

He was Counsel to Senator Kenneth in the earl 60's. 
Before Joining Avon products, Inc. e was Executive Assistant to 
Richard Nixon (1964) at the law firm, Nixon, Mudge, etc. In 1983 
he was appointed to the President's Commission on Women's 
Business Ownership, and is currently a member of the !PAC, the 
Department of Commerce STR's trade policy commission. 

While at Avon, he was responsible for 2 years for Asia-Pacific 
Profit Center. During that time he took 15 separate trips to the 
Phillipines. He knows a number of business people in the 
Phi lipines. Avon's Phillipine lawyer is Richard Romulo the son 
of General Carlos Romulo. When he left Avon in December of 1985, 
he was responsible world-wide, for government relations and legal 
affairs. There are currently 20,000 Avon ladies in the 
Phil ipines. He is very familiar with the challenges of doing 
business in the Phillipines. 

Mr .• cMillan feels he would make a worthy contribution on the 
P; _·pie observing team. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 27, 1986 

Robert R. McMillan 
Home : 
173 Kensington Road 
Garden City , New York 11530 
516- 42- 8 55 

O==ice: 
100 Garden City Plaza 
Garden City , New York 11530 

.-

ih:_e a~ Avon he was responsible for 2 years for Asia-Pacific 
Pro=· - Center . During that time he took 15 separate trips to the 
P.~~:ipines . He knows a number of business people in the 
P ~--ipines . Avon's Phillipine lawyer is Richard Romulo the son 
o= -e era_ Carlos Romulo. When he left Avon in December of 1985, 

e Tas ~espons ible, world-wide, for government relations and 
~ega: affairs . There are currently 20,000 Avon ladies in the 
? ;::i_i~es . He is very familiar with the challenges of doing 
b·si~ess in the Phillipines. 

a Senior partner of R,J;ykin. Radler, Dunne & Bayh, 
Island based firm of 168 lawyers. 

Senator ~QnnQtb Kea+ipq in the early 60's. 
roducts Inc he was Executive Assistant to 

?~ ::a~- ~ixo. (1964) at the law firm,_,._;:,,.______ n 
i ted to the Presidents Conuniss non Women's Business 

dis currently a member of the AC, the Department 
~~e S~R's trade policy commission. 

=eels he would 
serving team. 
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MEMORANDUM TO TO JOHN D. POINDEXTER 

From Pat Buc h anan 

~ ob McMillanTa former Avon Executive, now a lawyer 

on Long I s l and----who has made numerous trips to the Phillipines--

i s mos t anx ious to be an election observer. A Nixon Republican who 

us ed to work for RN up in New York (before I got there) he sent 

along th is abbreviated resume----as his recommendation. • While my -knowle d ge of his foreign policy views is limited, I would certainly 

endorse him as qualified, and not unsympathetic to the Reagan 

Administration. 
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STATEMENT 

The Philippine elections have captured the attention of the 

American public. At times we need to remind ourselves that this 

is a Philippine election, not an American election. Yet our 

i n terests are deeply affected by these elections -- by the 

results, by the ~·:;;i ~f the process, and by what all this 

mean s for the future. 

President Marcos invited American observers to witness the 

election ; · Senator Lugar and Representative Murtha cocha!red an 

b d 1 . Tpe~ d h ~ .. ~ / 4J± n-1-ih t-o server e egation at my request. ~~ne ~ t~ moTiiing. 

I have heard their preliminary report Since no definitive 
~;u...~ 

judgme n tAhas yet been rendered by either the official or the 

unoff i cial Filipino electoral bodies, it is not appropriate for 

t he Un ited States to make such a judgment at this time. 

.'onetheless, a 

\ ~ . rd " 10,,r Ao•'5 ;sta If)~ 

First, it 

bee @t-e p t;g flawed 

beca s e we c herish 

points need to be made: 

'4bt'W~~.ct2' ~e-r'<>flT5 t> r /C~l't<lD Wtf-1C.tt 
(::. 1:fli<e. $ 15-/Z,.ou.J" '- "'{ 

a disturbing fact that the election has 

~ and by violence. This concerns us 
•\ ~~ 

commitment to free4elections, and because we 

be ie e e Government of the Philippines needs an authentic 

o andate in order effectively to counter a growing 
,i;(; 

:st i s u rgency and restore health to a troubled economy. 



~ 
~ u~ - second, the election itself -- the obvious 

enthusiasm of Filipinos for the democratic process and the 

extraordinary vigor of the campaign -- also tell us something. 

They tell us of the profound yearning of the Filipino people for 

democracy, and indeed of the vigor of the underlying forces of 

pluralism and democracy. Only the communists boycotted the 

e l ection. 

j/,q 
'Fhl..s political process in the Philippines 

(Tl 
continues. It 

does not end with this election. Our task for the future is to 

h e l p nurture the hopes and possibilities of democracy; to help 

t h e people of the Philippines overcome the grave problems their 

country faces, and to continue to work for essential reforms. 

To help advise me on how the United States can best pursue 

that task and to assess the desires and needs of the Filipino 

(, 
~
v 11

people, I am asking Ambassador Philip Habib to travel to the 
"X' 
1/Philippines to meet with the leaders of both political parties, 

y£) · with church and government officials/ and with representatives of 

1 private sec tor groups. 

America n s can never be indifferent to events in the ,4.. -R-- i J~ -:U-J-
~ = €,i~ o,-.,-i.-~ ea.... J.... ... ·._ ~ -;t:.-.,r ~ • •• .. ~ a,t. ~ r - -

Philippines. [l - 0 a s a tllerej Our national 

interests converge. Our peoples bear genuine affection toward 

each o er. Most important, our peoples share democratic 

as.irations. Those ties between our peoples will endure. 



.-
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ATTN: MR. PAT BUCHANAN OF CHIEF OF STAFF DONALD REGAN 

DEAR MR PRESIDENT: 

I AM APPEALING FOR A BRIEF MEETING WITH THE PRESIDENT AS SOON AS 

POSSIBLE TO PRESENT A PLAN TO SAVE THE PHILIPPINES FROM THE COM

MUNISTS AND TO MAINTAIN OUR MILITARY BASES THERE. THE UNCERTAINTY 

OF THE RESULTS OF THE CURRENT SNAP PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN MAKES THIS 
PERSONAL APPEAL TO SEE THE PRESIDENT VERY IMPERATIVE. 

THE EXTREMELY SENSITIVE NATURE OF MY PROPOSAL REQUIRES THAT IT 

·~ BE REVEALED DIRECTLY TO THE PRESIDENT HIMSELF. TIME IS OF THE 

ESSENCE. THE PLAN MAY REQUIRE IMPLEMENTATION ON OR BEFORE THE 

FEBRUARY 7, 1986, ELECTIONS OF SOON THEREAFTER. IT DOES NOT CALL 
FOR A COUP D'ETAT. 

THE PLAN ENSURES INDEFINITE U.S. CONTROL OVER THE MILITARY 

BASES AND PROTECTS MULTI-NATIONAL INTERESTS. IT CAN BE EXECUTED WITH 



-

-

--.. --

OUT LOSS OF LIFE TO AMERICANS AND FILIPINOS AND WILL GUARANTEE THAT 

THE FORM OF GOVERNMRNT AFTER MARCOS WILL BE A DEMOCRATIC ONE BY U.S. 

STANDARDS. IT WILL END THE MARCOS REGIME WITHOUT BLOODSHED BUT WILL 

NOT NECESSARILY FAVOR MARCOS POLITICAL OPPONENTS. IT WILL ALSO 

GUARANTEE THE DEFEAT OF THE COMMUNIST INSURGENCY. 

CONSIDERING THE CLOSE HISTORICAL TIES BETWEEN AMERICA AND THE 

PHILIPPINES, THE GREAT MAJORITY OF AMERICANS AND FILIPINOS, ALIKE, 

WILL REJOICE OVER THE RESULT OF THE PLAN. PRESIDENT REAGAN WILL 

BECOME THE NEW AMERICAN HERO OF THE FILIPINOS EQUAL TO THEIR BELOVED 

GENERAL DOUGLAS MACARTHUR WHOM THEY REGARD AS THEIR LIBERATOR DURING 

WORLD WAR II. 

THIS PLAN CAN SUCCEED ONLY IN THE PHILIPPINES BECAUSE OF THE 

PREVAILING UNIQUE AND LONG-STANDING HISTORIC TIES BETWEEN THE 

FILIPINO AND AMERICAN PEOPLE, NOURISHED BY FIFTY YEARS OF AMERICAN 

OCCUPATION OF THE PHILIPPINES. IF THE RUSSIANS EVENTUALLY SUCCEED 

IN PUTTING THE PHILIPPINES UNDER THEIR SPHERE OF CONTROL THROUGH A 

SUCCESSFUL COMMUNIST TAKEOVER OF THE PHILIPPINES, WHICH WILL SURELY 

HAPPEN IF THE MARCOS REGIME CONTINUOUS UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCE, THEN 

WHO WOULD BELIEVE THAT AMERICA IS CAPABLE OF SUCCESSFULLY DEFENDING 

DEMOCRACY ELSEWHERE IN THE WORLD? 

MAY I UNDERSCORE THE REALITY THAT NO AMOUNT OF MILITARY AID TO 

THE MARCOS REGIME CAN ENABLE IT TO DEFEAT THE COMMUNIST INSURGENTS. 

THE LESSON TO BE LEARNED FROM OUR DEFEAT IN VIETNAM IS THAT AN EM

BATTLED GOVERNMENT MUST WIN BACK THE HEARTS AND MINDS OF ITS DIS-



..._, 

ILLUSIONED CITIZENRY WHO ARE REBELLING AGAINST IT. OTHERWISE, ANY 

AMOUNT OF U.S. ASSITANCE WOULD BE POWERLESS TO SAVE THAT GOVERNMENT. 

I AM AN AMERICAN CITIZEN WHO HAS BEEN DIRECTLY EXPOSED TO THE 

PHILIPPINE POLITICAL SITUATION ON A CONTINUING BASIS, AND TO THE 

PHILIPPINE COMMUNIST INSURGENCY OF THE 1950S, IN PARTICULAR. I WAS 

PART OF THE STAFF OF PRESIDENT RAMON MAGSAYSAY THAT PLAYED A ROLE IN 

BREAKING THE COMMUNIST REBELLION AT THAT TIME. FERDINAND MARCOS HAD 

NOTHING TO DO WITH SOLVING THE HUKBALAHAP INSURGENCY. 

MR. PRESIDENT, ALTHOUGH I AM A DEMOCRAT WHO HAS CRITICIZED YOUR 

ADMINISTRATION BITTERLY FOR ITS CONTINUED SUPPORT FOR THE MARCOS 

REGIME, I ADMIRE YOUR TOTAL COMMITMENT TO PROTECT THE WORLD FROM THE 

EVIL DESIGNS OF COMMUNISM. I RESPECTFULLY ASK FOR THIS MEETING AS AN 

AMERICAN WHO DESIRES TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE PRESERVATION OF OUR VITAL 

- AMERICAN INTERESTS IN THE PHILIPPINES AND THE RESTORATION OF TRUE 

DEMOCRACY AND FREEDOM TO THE FILIPINO PEOPLE. I HAVE RISKED MY LIFE 

FOR THIS CAUSE. 
I DO NOT PRETEND TO KNOW MORE THAN YOUR EXPERTS ON THE PHIL-

IPPINE PROBLEM. HOWEVER, BEING A FILIPINO WITH THE PERSPECTIVE OF 

AN AMERICAN CITIZEN, AND HAVING INTENSELY OBSERVED THE DEVELOPMENTS 

IN THE PHILIPPINES AND THE AMERICAN POLICY TOWARDS THAT COUNTRY, 

PLACES ME IN THE UNIQUE POSITION OF ASSESSING THE SITUATION THERE 

WITH A DUAL PERSPECTIVE. I STRONGLY FEEL I HAVE SOMETHING TO CON

TRIBUTE TO THE CURRENT DEBATE ON THE RIGHT FOREIGN POLICY TO ADOPT 

FOR THE PHILIPPINES AT THIS TIME. I AM ALSO IN CONSTANT TOUCH WITH 

KEY OPPOSITION LEADERS AND KNOW THEIR GENUINE STAND ON KEY ISSUES 

AFFECTING OUR INTERESTS. 

\ 

YOUR INTELLIGENCE NETWORK CAN CHECK MY CREDENTIALS AS A FIGHTER 

FOR DEMOCRACY IN THE PHILIPPINES. MY OPEN FIGHT AGAINST FILIPINO 

COMMUNISTS IN THE UNITED STATES IS ALSO WELL KNOWN WITHIN OUR 

FILIPINO-AMERICAN COMMUNITY. THE TIME YOU WILL SPEND WITH ME COULD 
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WELL MEAN YOUR RECOGNITION OF A SUBSTANTIAL FILIPINO-AMERICAN CONSTIT 

UENCY WHO HAS BEEN SILENTLY YET DESPERATELY WORKING FOR DEMOCRACY AND 

THE FREEDOM OF THEIR FILIPINO BROTHERS AND SISTERS. NO AMERICAN OF 

FILIPINO DESCENT, LIKE ME, IS KNOWN TO HAVE BEEN GIVEN THE PRIVILEGE 

OF A FORMAL AUDIENCE WITH THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, 

ESPECIALLY DISCUSSING A SUBJECT AS IMPORTANT AS THE PRESENT PHILI

PPINE CRISIS. <I AM SENDING SOME BACKGROUND MATERIAL ABOUT ME IN A 

SEPARATE PACKAGE.) 

IF ALLOWED TO PRESENT MY PLAN, I CAN ASSURE YOU, MR.PRESIDENT, 

OF UTMOST CONFIDENTIALITY. 

YOURS FOR U.S. VITAL INTERESTS IN THE PHILIPPINES AND FILIPINO 

FREEDOM AND PROGRESS 

ALEX A ESCLAMADO, PUBLISHER & EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 

PHILIPPINE NEWS <SINCE 1961) 

148 SOUTH SPRUCE AVE. 

SOUTH SAN FRANCISCO CA 94080. 

TELEPHONE: 415-872-3000 OR 415-333-6037. 

NNNN 

0230 EST 

0801 EST 

- --------------- . -
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~ ··. Tbe Ph,lilip'ptne EJ1igma 
By Dub Hicfcs 

Tt)e Philippines were granted inde
pendence by the U.S., July 4, 1946 
honoring the pledge .l'Tlade in 1934. 
World War II interterred with an orderly 
transition and w~ erJlE)rged from the 
conflict staunch ~l!ies of the _Philip
pines after their liberation from Japa
nese occupation. Events occurring 
since 1946 create d0t,1bt of their being 
staunch allies. 
. It is true ttie Philippines have been 
tried and tested since - first with the 
People's Anti,..Japanese Army, known 
as 'Huks', actual goal was a Com
munist rule and l'lPt anti-Japanese. By 
1954 the H4k rebelliori was over. It was 
then that the United · States made the 
mistake of implementing a US-type 
Constitution to guide the Philippines. 

The Islanders quickly adopted the 
worst features of American politics, 
bribery and political trade offs. 
Macapagal was elected president in 

1961 succeeding the Garcia adminis
tration. During the period democracy 
had failed to do · much for the 
peasanJry and a period of crime set in. 
Philippine officials seemed incapat:>le 
of changing the tempo of crime and 
maintaining peace. 
Ferdinand Marcos became president 

in 1965. He was a war hero, spirited 
speaker and seemed the man for the 
jo.b. 
Two decades later Marcos is facing 

the powerful challenge of the NPA 
(New Peoples Army) a political force 
s~rningly capable of influencing po
litical decisions. 
Marcos is the target of the NPA which 
uses the high unemployment, debt, 
and general unrest as the casus bel Ii 
to unseat Marcos in the 1987 Presiden 
tlal election. 

NPA's greatest strength is centered 
on Negros lsl~nd 1 . the_ Philippines 
great source of sugar. Over four 

million were employed in the sugar 
industry before it;5 market collapsed. 
Rqberto Benedicto, who controls the 

sugar industry and a powerful man in 
pqlitics, is the close friend of Marcos. 
Thus maklti!;J unemployed sug;:lr work
ers a fertil~ field for the NPA to garner 
rabid followers in the quest to defeat 
Marcos. 
NPA strength is about 10,000 armed 

guerrillas plus perhaps over a million 
devotees all dedicated to the over
throw of the Marcos hegemony in the 
1987 presidential election . 

n-,e hard core of the NPA is an 
avowed Marxist named Rodolfo Salas 
who assumed the chairmanship of the ' 
Communist Party replacing Jose 
~ison who languishes in jail. 
Strength of NPA puts the US military 
bases in the Philippines in jeopardy 
whatwith the People's Republic of 
China having diplomatic relations with 
Manila and the PRC openly favors US 
military presence at Clark Field and 
Subic Bay. 
The NPA is ih the bind of having to 

capture arms and amrnunitiori from 
Philippine Home Defense Forces, 
arms V{hose origin is the US. The US 
should find no solace in the situation. 
&>viets h'ow entrenched at Cam Ranh 
Bay iR Vietnam provide the NPA a sure 
source of arms for insurrection should 
the NPA decide to participate in any 
action aimed at ousting the US · from 
Clark Field and Subjc Bay. . 
The assassination of Benigno Aquino 
gave added impetus to the growth of 
NPA. Many p~ple were sick · of 
Marcos, martial law, and his high 
handed methods of dealing witb 
unrest, and saw a possible new leader 
in Aquino. 

Whatever confidence in Marcos 
shattered by the murder of Aquino, 
has benefited the NPA. 
The US should be con_ykjering th 

course of action we will follow when 
and if our presence there is chal
lenged, and certain changes in the 
Philippine government's policies may 
produce the challenge sooner than 
later, 

The area there is in a state of flux. The 
first military base agr130ment with the 
Philippine government w9s signed in 
1947 giving the US vse of the base,s tor 
99 years. . . ~· -r 
In 1979, Clark and Subic ·~y al®g 

with other installations became Philip
pine bases under the command of 
Philippine base ~mmanders. 

The US was given the use of certain 
facilities and areas, and. "shall have 
effective command and ··control over 
such facilitjes af1~:f over\Jnited States 
personnel ..... " The agreement · is re
viewed every five·years: 

It will expire 1.991, having been 
renegotiated to 25 years in a revised 
agreement of 196p. 

The US pays $900 mi II i·on over a 
period ending in 1989, for the use of 
the bases. President Marcos js making 
noise about jac.king up the price - a 
disagreeable situation ~hich the us 
Cengress wi II ha,ve· to deal with. 

. ••\.-

Nottiing•is foreverafld now is the time 
for the US to r~kon' with a myriad of 
possibilities - none too good, regard
ing future ties with the Philippines. 

Marcos may, with the encouragement 
of Red China, greatly increase the cost 
of permitting the US to renew the 
le;:tse on Clark Field and Subic Bay 
Naval Base thus forcing the US to 
finance the Philippine government's 
claim to democracy while at' the same 
time Marcos is overly ,friendly with 
Red China. . 

NPA has never interferred with US 
military operations in the Philippines. 
We take no comfort in that when we 
remember the happenings in Saigon. 

·~~-, -- [C:J)Q 

Considering the neglect of readiness 
In the Philippine armed forces and 
Ctvllian Hom~ .~feQ_se one must 

"'~ D " C . ,!.L"? "\ 

conclude, that the NPA is a threat to 
the peace in the islands, Admittedly, 
the US could not operate any base 
there if the base should come under 
constant guerrilla attack. That is 
another point the US must consider. 

We must not place too much . 
c~nfidence in Marcos. He has made 
r:rnllions of enemies during his 20 year 
rule and .is subject to changing with 
the winds of force. It matters not if the 
force is exerted by Red China - NPA 
(New Peoples Army). 

Any leader whc:> has served twenty, 
years has made as many enemies as 
friengs. Tt)at is why the US should 

. take dec;isive action aut,e proper time 
as regards our military ties with 
Marcos. ,,, 
The US can vacate the billions of · 

dollars worth of military establish- , 
ments and go elsewhere to build 
anew. Thfs move would cost us 
billions of dollars and "loss of face" 
that can never be measured. Or, we 
might adopt a lesson from the Soviets 
and.stay in the Philippines under the 
·gui~e of trying to restore stability to 
the~~•: Gaining sorne respect from 
oth~r natjons with staying put 

Both ~lternatives are 9ostly, the .latter 
being less so than moving out and 
spending $20 billion or more ·on new 
bases in the Mariannas or elsewhere. 

The chief opponent to face Marcos in 
the 1987 election is Salvador Laurel, a 
man who owes his following to being 
an American hater. If Laurel is elected 
we will face decision time much 
sooner than expected. 

This is why the US must plot the 
strategy of coping with strategy now. 
We can ill afford to be caught unaware 
lest we donate Clark Field and Sublc 
Bay Naval Base to the Soviets as we 
did at Cam Ranh Bay, 

If it comes to the latter we will lose 
much more than money. 
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depositors,of the world. - , 
'The ,$360'Qinion owed banks by Latin 
American n~tions . is. borderi[)g on 
default. Ttle debtors are unable to pay 
the. interest d_uea,:id the bank~r~ .being 
,creativ~ m<:>ney ,c!lang,ers __ may permit 
-Amer1can "depositots to·ashare in tt-le 
·oonk's' operafi.on for-the first fi~. 

:~ Any who take the ilr:ne to assess the 
: aceeptect.faws which govern econo~ 

ics soon learn the· debt Which Latin 
Amertca owes the banks wili' never be 
paid. It ls "impossible. , _ · 

Bankers are just like -anybody else. , Debtor ,nation's gross national prod-
except richer. Any business procedorEl uct ls not-greateenough to !iquidate the 
whichjnvolvesthebankand itsn,oney, debt: :now- .or perhaps never . . In the· 
is almost always an -ex~ling ne,. ~ ~nt,ime bankers will keep l'rolling 
nonsense experience. Tue banker's the .debts over'' while giving the 
creed; " We must be pr-otected at :an J .. col!ntries indebted the money ·to :~y 
costs," :is about to be app1iea to the : the accumulated interest on .the debt. 

I 

It . should be noted that · the rate .of 
interest charged is about one 1hird the 

S
erest rate your friendly banker takes 

om Joe Blow who makes a loan ·to 
t his wife released from the hospi- · 

al. 
Bankers tell Latin America and other 
ebtor nations, "Everything is negofi_- . 

e but default." This a practiQe not 
labl_e to the poor sacker who can't . 

ke bis car payment or house 
ment. The sucker who will end up 

paying 1he 1nt€rest and loss suffered 
by the bank for their asinine loans are 
:the geposltors. 
" Cl;lase Manrnatten, 'Citibank, .Bani< of 
-'f~.rnerica. cind other banks bought .. 
~_themselves ·eriqugh. qongressr:nen and · 
senators 1o get the Panama Canal 

I 
.fr,eazy pas&ed-s0the·ba1;1king industry .· 
""might."have a - country jr.i , :Wlilich,. to 
'opFJrate)~~t'h~s_ 1·\~le1tany,r~ulatory :.-

1 law~ :ihatrestrict.banker:s. ,,. , . . 
r Panama prowded them ihe base to , . 

I
. operate from*. A plethora of a.siriine 

que. s·uonable. loans ... t.-~ de. "7el .. op.j:ng aa- . 
. . tions followed ... The •:chickens -are , 

coming hoi;ne.:to roost" .on the .porch of 
.the B.S . . ~-r:easury.i;to be r.escUed ,from · · 

, 'tbe Pc!~ks by l.LS~ Jaxpayers. .. · 
. ¾-low ma'\1l"PiJ!tiC:8! T~ds ~m tee ~~s. 

il885U1'1Y 'stana· 'f.rom ilhe . banki:n_g 
l:ilccaneers 'is. pmt:ilematicah .· But .one 
need n,ot· .,conS:cilt . liis iavor@~;gwru · to 
km11w ··that thete slilall c-ome the ,Ume 

-When f-inar.icial i,irates find 11:'le federal • 
· ';, 1il'kempfy~ V'(lhatllapjens t~n?. . . ~ · 

. •J,iet - us consider wt.lat js likely to . 
happen oofore ihe raids on . the 
tr:easury stop, We ean expeGt 1he 
bank'S to ·start charging for whatever 

. 'f~ serviee exists today. Checking 
accoant,s·wil I 00 :charged ever i ncreas

. ing iees. All fhe service which banks 
pr,ovide shall pecome more €xpensive. 
n .esse ce :the American le are . 



~.""--='~~L'l:-~r.\:111'~rU::;clH1~ pecJple,._;are .- -

'ofn:ii'tio.jay;~.f0r:..:,'t,fue~\.stakes·•of"f . 
V ~ks;as;regar~s lh!}fe~f payms,nt ~ 
' tir,:i; America□ "Hoai'ls 
.Fqr the 'f1rst -,tlra:ie : . 
· ome l,!nw1 ITin,g: - . 

k-s by pay.mfr tbe in eres , 
irnjgn loans .witb· lncreased '-servi 
· arges at1he local bank. 

Tbis shall all come ·about from t 
}9cas fNalionaJ liispamc Scholat- ynergfam wtiicb exist~ betweeff . 
ttame J)l8r3 1a arlus1oo de becas a US. Goveirnnent " :ana the .. 
pnJribocioo de $300,000 porparte de indus1ry- ther · . . . 
anunciamn Jeuy E. mtter la mano ~ut Jt b.!;IY , 
J>Opara.Anbeuser-Bµsch;.AaQPispo · _ 7):le~pi;iblic. 
ileLFoocl<> IcentroJ; J Emest-Hobles ·. ~o~t all l0r.m§ 
jeraaJ la oooacioo fue JY9S8[1t~ . .Ach1lle~· bell;~ 
acional ffrspano1)8ra 13ec:as ~ · ar.id: ~ver · ~-
lzados :para lbl1' becas ftltE?ted 
spana y])a_ra la 

~ ~ sobre ◄ al 

. Q =-
- . in-many I: 

'.lel occupancy 'fer 
B3LC~ B9 J:)ef'.Cerrt,, "the;. 

yeats:ana-a:SJ>erce . 
.:984~ hil ..categor.ies oW.i 
'?X~t Mexican day·¥is7 
mpa::t€d "by 'tbe : pes 
1ecTme_ - _ · - .. ,, 

lJ~ums aaa 01d :irO:- · .. · ·· · -
3C:I aIJ uther satfr:acti:0111 
tnee increases:1v~~Q!m' 

.· '!-.. 

October 17 to -October 23, 1985· 
M40M~NON'!:lf.____..:.~~__;___:,;~~~~~~~~ 
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Office of Legislative Affairs 



February 27, 1986 

Dear Mr . Schumer: 

Thank you for your January 30 letter to President Reagan, cosigned by 41 
of your House colleagues, concerning the election in the Philippines. 

Your concerns regarding the fairness of the February 7 election were 
, ~en- founded. Although the U.S. Government consistently urged that the 
e ectoral process be a fair and credible one, and supported that goal with an 
official observer delegation, the elections were marred by widespread fraud 
and violence . In the President's words, the fraud and violence, perpetrated 
largely by the ruling party, were so extreme that the election's credibility 

as called into question both within the Philippines and in the United States . 

The Administration has worked closely with Congress to formulate appropriate 
policy in response to the altered situation in the Philippines . Our goal was 
to help and encourage those Filipinos of good faith to overcome present crises 
and build a future of hope and progress for all the people of that great nation. 

Gi en recent events, we believe our policy was proper, measured and was paced 
;ith e ents that led to a solution by the people of the Philippines. 

ith best wishes , 

The Ho orable Charles E. Schumer 
House o. epresentatives 
'ashingto . ::::>.C. 20515 

cc: _ ~ C ecretariat - FYI 
/ 

Sincerely, 

M. B. Oglesby, Jr. 
Assistant to the President 

C:KRJ: efr/p t ( s y s6-MBO6) 
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February 25, 1986 

ab A Proposed State Response w/changes 
ab B Incoming Correspondence 

cc: •. Sable 



Dear Mr. Schumer: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

DRAFT 

Thank you for your January 30 letter to President Reagan, 

cosigned by 41 of your House colleagues, concerning the 

election in the Philippines. 

Your concerns regarding the fairness of the February 7 

election were well-founded. Although the U.S. government 

consistently urged that the electoral process be a fair and 

c redible one, and supported that goal with an official observer 

delegation, the elections were marred by widespread fraud and 

v iolence. In the President's words, the fraud and violence, 

perpetrated largely by the ruling party, were so extreme that 

th e e l ection's credibility was called into question both within 

the Ph ilippines and in the U.S. 

Th e Administration has be§un t;.g work closely with Congress 

to fo r mu late appropriate policy in response to the altered 
L,...,c.-_1 

situa tion in the Philippines. our goal rill b-e to help and 

encou rage those Filipinos of good faith to overcome present 

cri ses and build a future of hope and progress for all the 

ff . ~~ v4. ~ 
peopl e of that great nation. "-' C,:-- · / 

- ~ ,. ~ w~ p,-r✓ /1',-(.AA,f, , •• ,fl c.--..e -
CJ' • =- I t I ' .k-,.. ...,_. z ~ ~ 

With bes t wishes, ~ ~ .:....:i,<.. " • , --~ -,., 
~ .. t.-:/1 Nv ~ ;n.., ,--u- LO 

Sincerely, j D,.l, /t-.:..1,)p,,__ 

The Hono rabl e 
Charles E. Schumer, 

Hou se of Representatives. 
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Dear Mr. Schume r: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

DRAFT 

Thank you for your January 30 letter to President Reagan, 

cosigned by 41 of your House colleagues, concerning the 

election in the Philippines. 

Your concerns regarding the fairness of the February 7 

election were well-founded. Although the U.S. government 

consistently urged that the electoral process be a fair and 

credible one, and supported that goal with an official observer 

delegation, the elections were marred by widespread fraud and 

violence. In the President's words, the fraud and violence, 

perpetrated largely by the ruling party, were so extreme that 

the election's credibility was called into question both within 

the Philippines and in the U.S. 

The Administration has begun to work closely with Congress 

to formulate appropriate policy in response to the altered 

situation in the Philippines. Our goal will be to help and 

encourage those Filipinos of good faith to overcome present 

crises and build a future of hope and progress for all the 

people of that great nation. 

With best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

The Honorable 
Charles E. Schumer, 

House of Representatives. 

1 
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NATIONAL SEC U R ITY C O U l\,C i L .....,.....,...,... 
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Van, 
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a draft by NSC - WH correspondence 
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request action as quickly as 

possible. 

Thanks, 

Bev. 



Dear Mr. Schumer: 

President Reagan has 
cosigned by 41 of your 
in the Philippines. 

/ 

y u for your January 30 letter, 
colleagues concerning the upcoming election 

I 
·e appreciated knowing of our conce ns regarding the legitimacy of the 

February 7 election, and you may be ssured that your recommendations 
ha e been brought to the prompt at ,ntion of the appropriate Administration 
officials for careful consideration. 1 

ith best wishes, 

e onorable Charlest . 
~ o se of Representati .es 

· gton D.C. 20 15 

M. B. glesby, Jr. 
Assistant to l e President 

Schumer 

cc: 

cc: 

·/ copy of inc 

/ copy of inc 

Will Ball, Legis Affairs, Dept of State - for DIRECT response 

NSC - FYI 

_ffiQ :_IDB:efr (Sys 

ill RECORDS_ :A:GEMENT HAS RETAINED ORIGINAL INCOMING 
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Congrtss of tbt lfnittb a,tatts 
J,oust of Rtprtstntatibts 
■a~bington, 13C 20515 

January 30, 1985 

The Honorable Ronald Reagan 
President 
The White House 
Was hington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

We are writing to ask you to urge personally and publicly 
that President Marcos act immediately to salvage what possibility 
remains for a legitimate election in the Philippines on February 
7. 

Wi thin the next two weeks, the people of the Philippines 
will go to the polls to select the next leader of their country. 
Te openness and fairness of this election are crucial to the 
f ture of both democracy in the Philippines and U.S. strategic 
interests in the Pacific. 

The United States Congress and State Department have 
stressed to President Marcos that it is imperative he do 
everything in his power to make the February election free and 
honest . Unfortunately, President Marcos has not heeded this 
call . 

It is too late to rectify the damage caused by the short 
campaign period and the restricted access of the opposition to 
the media. However, President Marcos can still take several 
steps to limi t the chance for fraud on election day. First, the 
membership of the Commission on Elections should be 
recons itituted with independent representatives. In addition, 
the nonpartisan National Citizens Movement for Free Elections 
should be permitted adequate access to the polling places and 
should be unhampered in its "Quick Count" vote tallying. 
Finally, all observers must be given reasonable access to the 
polling places. 



_ e Honorable Ronald Reagan 

At this late date, even these actions will probably be 
· s fficient to restore confidence in the fairness of the 
e_ectoral process in the Philippines. However, without them, the 

_ oming election will surely appear tainted and illegitimate to 
rd opinion. 

Sincerely, 

~ 6._~_ L-----' I 

-✓h~~o 
!J '-I V½ ~ l I LJ 
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