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WEST PORTLAND UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
4729 SW Taylor’s Ferry Road
Portland, OR - 97219

March 18, 1986

Dear Friends,

It has not been very long since we sent out a letter, but things have been happening so rapidly here that anythlng
over two weeks old seeas like ancient history, 1 know that the Philippines was in the news in the USA so 1 will not
repeat most of what you have already seen and heard, but [ do want to share with you some of what God has done now that 1
can speak freely. Since 1972 we have not been free to speak and write of sose of the burden upon our hearts, and now
you can understand why, '

For the past 7 or B years there has been a revival golng on throughout the Phillppines, even in the Rosan Catholic
thurches, through the Charismatic agvesent. Hundreds and thousands of people have stopped playing at religion and have
becose involved in the life of prayer and trust in Christ,

Ninoy Aquino had been studying the teachings of Martin Luther King during his three years in Boston, following his
conversion while in prison. He intended to teach those principles in the Philippines but was cut down even before
he touched Philippine soil. This one att shocked hundreds of thousands of people into non-violent action, mostly Christian
people. The prayers were perpetual and massive, They took to the streets to make those prayers felt by the powers-that-be,
also. They had more influence than they realized.

In 1985 these sase people organized the NAMFREL to ensure c]ean elections., It did not ensure that in 1985, but it really
helped, and a few opposition candidates qot into the nations asseably which was heavily dominated by the Marcos KBL party,
in spite of sassive fraud.

‘ When President Marcos was goaded last October into calling a snap election on February 7, everyone was certain that it
would also be loaded with fraud, but each did his ard her best to make it work, anyway. Opposition candidates had a hard
time uniting at first but finally cettled on Cory, the wife of Ninoy Aquino, She had never held a political office but she
had worked with her husband for many years and has shown herself to be a very capable person, an analytical thinker with
tresendous self-control and high ethics, Intisidation and vote buying by the KBL was sassive and surders were cossonplace
during the campaign period but such activities inflamed the Christians to stronger non-violent efforts. The Comsunists
had little to do with the resl action. The Aquino caspaign was attually run by the population. People bought their

own T-shirts, ribbons and banners. )

Finally on election day the NAMFREL volunteers were out before the polls opened to prevent as much fraud as they could.
They had access to a couple of radio stations and kept the people informed. That alone brought thousands of people
to precincts where fraud was being attespted or actually occuring, but the news showed huge nuabers of people were disin-
franchised in areas known to be strongly for Cory. As the votes began cosing in, the NAMFREL count, which was very profes-
sionally done, showed Cory was still ahead froa the beginning. The governsent count through COMELEC showed Marcos
shead sost of the tise, but after 24 hours, with hundreds of thousands of people out in the streets watching the counting
both at NAMFREL AND COMELEC, the people’s prayers showed its ispact and 30 cosputer operators at the COMELEC walked out
testifying that the COMELEC results were being doctored in favor of Marcos even though the actual precinct reports still
tavored Cory,

About this tiee President Reagan made sose public statesents which seemed to favor Marcos and public disqust with
with ‘the USA was overwhelsing.

. Marcos had already arranged that the Asseably would be the one to declare the winner after lak1ng the final count. There
was no doubt in most people’s minds what the result would be. The public outcry was lead hy the siddle class but everyone
was involved, especially the dedicated Christians.

President Reagan finally got some better inforsation and made some public comments which were closer to the truth but
still did not, at the tise, admit that the actual vote was overwhelmingly for Cory.

Things merely siamered for a few days until Marcos felt he should try to protect himself by cleaning out any pockets
within the military which might not be 100X loyal, This was aimed primarily at a REFORM group within the military, and
that is when Minister Enrile and General Ramos finally decided that enough-is-enough. They refused to accept Marcos as the
coasander-in-chief anymore, setting up their offices at Caap Craae and made their action public through Radio. The response
was a flood. We found out that the two had only 800 sen with thes at the tise, but the civilians poured into the streets
praising them and preventing any actions against thea. They forced sose and encouraged others in the asilitary to align theasel-
ves with Rasos until within 34 hours about BSZ of the military had done so. Marcos sent helicopters to bosb thes out. The
pilots landed at the camp and joined Ramos; he sent tanks to blast them out and pastors, sesinarians, youth, aged, even
wheelchaired patients-surged into the streets and sat and kneeled in front of the tanks to prevent thes froa moving. The people
gave refreshaents and fed soldiers on both sides. Because there were still free radio stations, all silitary activities were
broadcast publically with everyone supportive in reporting all that happened.

We were finally amazed to hear the swearing in ceremony of Cory Aquino being broadcast with two suprese court justices per-
torming the ceresony. A couple of hours later Marcos with a couple of other justices at the Palace had a swearing in ceresony

for himsel$, but his vice-president did not make it. A few hours later Marcos and a few of his close friends and fasily were
transported by land, sea, and air transportation to the USA via Guans.




Cc v inmediately went to work to protect and audit the government offices before all of the documents were destroyed, Several
of our-friends are. irivolved in these activities. All of them are highly ethical people and are doing this as a public service.
The new cabinet is highly regarded. there are a few political appointees, but they are good and most of the others are
appointed purely on the basis of their capabilities and ethical qualifications. :

None of the people involved in this revolution seem to have had any 'plan’ about it. Ramos and Enrile just did what they
felt their conciences required thea to do at the aoment without any long term plan as to what they should do next. The sore than
two sillion people who case out into the streets did not have any plans, They just knew that they had to be there, knees
shaking, tanks or no tanks. Rasos did know that he had to keep at least some of the radio stations open, and they did so.

Cory was way down south in Cebu and learned about the happenings in Manila later. As hour by hour passed, things just fell
into place. Bod sade His plans in answer to the floods of prayers.

The tasks are not finished. Everyone is working diligently to bring order out of chaos and we hope that the econosy can be
rebuilt soon, although it will take years. One of the dasaging things done during the last twenty years was the flooding of
counterfeit money into the nation, printed within the Palace using paper and plates taken from the Central Bank.

Sose of this probably was exchanged into dollars and used to buy huge properties in the USA, Australia and elsewhere, for the
Morcos’s, breaking the econoay,

We are doing our best to sake it possible to continue our work with the churches and the high school in spite of these
financial probless. We are opening a doreitory that will make it possible for students with very lisited funds to stay
+ere by providing thes gardens and-snimals—sa they car provide-their own fcod while-they study. Dur salaries are stil)
about 3 eonths behind, but we are rushing a marketing contract on jass and jellies and are hopeful that there will
be enough market to enable us to cose closer to balancing our budget. The gifts that you have sent have been 'God-sent’
and help to tide us over this critical tise. Thank you very such,

We continue to open one or two sore congregations each year and the churches continue to grow, not only in nusbers but
also in comsittaent and faith, '

Continve to pray for us here. There is no way to measure the power of prayer and the capability of God, Praise the Lord.
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