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ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: RICHARD V. 77 .EN

SUBJECT: Response to August 3 lei c 1 longil s3sn 1
Zablocki and E. . 1 Othe Jor smen on Aid
to Po: ad

Congressman Zablocki and eleven of his colleagues addressed

a letter to you on August 3 exp1 s53sing cor :rn over the
deteriorating condition of tt Polish economy and urging
joint action with our Allies to help Poland. Given that
discussions are presently unc :way within the U.S. Government
and with our Allies on this subject, it would ¥ well to k =2p
your response in general terms.

A proposed letter along these general lir s is attached for your
signature at Tab A. The incoming letter is at Tab B.

PFCOMMENDATION

That you sign the proposed letter at Tab A.
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Dear Clem:

Thank you for your letter of August 3, also signed by
eleven of your colleagues, expre 3ing your concern over the
state of the Polish economy. In your letter, you urged a
cooperative long-range effort by the United State and its
allies, as well as expedited U.S. shipments of surplus butter
and powered milk on a crash basis.

I share your concerns regarding the difficult economic
situation in Poland. Thetr can be no que tion that this
probl n is of critical importance to all countries, East and

West alike. Certainly, we will have to consider the possi-

bility of a comprehensive assistance program in concert with
other governments as mentioned in your letter.

As to the short term, the Commodity Credit Corporation
has agreed to prc e Catholic Relief Services with 3,000
metric tons each of butter, milk and cheese at 5 cent per pound
for distribution in Poland over the coming year. We also hope
to finalize a second sale for zlotys, to provide some 28,000
metric tons of dairy products to Poland for distribution by
CARE over the next six or seven months. Our initial sale of
about $70 million in arplus dairy products to Poland for
zlotys continues to I shipped according to the schedule request
by the Polish Government, which presumably reflects distribution/
consumption limits.
The Honorabl

Clement J. Zablocki, Chairman,

Committee on Foreign Aff{ irs,
House of Representatives.
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I you can imagine, the Administration is e: nining all
aspects of the Polish situation on an urgent and continuing
basis. We will wisk *“o be in close touch with the Cong:r ;s
as matters oroceed, vparticularly regarding the pos:s il 'ty
of new legisla*ion.

I appreciate receiving your vi +s on this important
issue.

Sincerely yours,



























































