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MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

MEMORANDUM FOR SALLY KELLEY 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 

MICHAEL 0. WHEELER 

Falkland Crisis 

3450 

Attached (Tab A) is a draft response for Ed Meese's signature to 
Joseph Wirth who has written the Counselor on the Falkland crisis. 

The response has been cleared by the NSC Staff . 

. Attachment: 
· Tab A Meese ltr to Wirth 

Tab B Incoming 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Dear Mr. Wirth: 

Thank you for your thoughtful letter of May 3 transmitting 
suggestions for the peaceful resolution of the tragic 
dispute between Argentina and the United Kingdom in the 
South Atlantic. 

This Administration's policy is to urge both parties to 
seek a peaceful solution based on UN Security Council 
Resolution 502 and the UN Charter. We remain ready to 
assist both . parties to find an early settlement which is 
fair and consistent with the rule of law. 

I have taken the liberty of passing your suggestions to 
the State Department. 

Thank you once again for taking the time to write. 

Mr. Joseph W. Wirth 
40 Schenck Avenue 

Sincerely, 

Edwin Meese III 
Counselor to the President 

Great Neck, New York 11021 
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Joseph W. \,V irth 
82i.3sl68 

40 Schenck Avenue 
Great Neck, New York 11021 

counselor Edwin Meese III 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Meese: 

May 3, 1982 

077002 

I have devoted many years to international negotia­
tions (including the most difficult of these~-th~ 
communists and orientals), so please forgive me if 
I have the effrontery to offer a plan for possible 
settlement of the Falkland Islands crisis, knowing 
full well that I am at an enormous disadvantage by 
reason of my ignorance of the intimate ·essential 
facts probably needed for a solution. 

Also, I address this letter to you as, under a 
previous administration, when I proposed a rapproch­
ment with Communist China, as a counterweight to 
the Soviets (long before this became our official 
policy), I received a brusque, cavalier-like response 
from the State Department bureaucracy. 

Here are my thoughts: 

A. Britain recognizes the· ultimate sovereignty 
of Argentina over the Falklands. 

B. Absolute sovereignty is to be delayed for a 
transition term of up to 50 years (or less, 
subject to negotiations). 

C. During the transition term a mandated commission 
is to take over general administration of the 
Islands. Commission membership: Argentina, 
Britain and the United States (or such other 
composition as may be agreed upon), but local 
self-government is to be retained ·as at 
present, subject to overall commission policy. 
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D. Immigration policy is to be determined by the 
commission, except to the extent it may be 
circumscribed by the present treaty. 

E. Those present residents of the Islands who 
wish, of their own free will, to leave the 
Islands, may do so under a compensation arrange­
ment with the Government of Argentina, the 
amount of compensation to be determined by a 
Claims Commission. The following formula is 
proposed as a guideline for the Claims Commission: 
current year's earnings multiplied by 10 (years) 
or fair value of property (if any) plus 50%, 
whichever is the greater. Those figures can, of 
course, be negotiated by the tr~aty parties. If 
it appears to the treaty parties that the poten­
tial number of departing families and their 
compensation would prove too great a financial 
burden for the Argentine government, some form 
of installment payout plan can be created. 

F. Tr6aps· _are to evacuate the Islands forthwith. 

Yours sincerely, 
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D EPART MEN T O F STAT E 

Washini.ton, 0 .C. 20520 

May 27, 1982 l· -

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. WILLIAM P. CLARK 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

-tO~f \DENT\AL 
(ENTIRE TEXT) 

Subject: Letter from Venezuelan President Herrera Campins 
to the President 

Attached is a diplomatic note from the Venezuelan 
Embassy transmitting the text of a letter, dated May 
15, to the President from President Luis Herrera Campins 
responding to the former's letter of May 2 on the crisis 
in the South Atl~ntic. A translation is also included. 
We believe that a reply would serve no useful purpose. 

Attachment: 

Note No. 506/Fl6 
with translation. 

\ \ 
\ ·, \ \\. \ \ \ ._ 
:c. ·Pau'l 'Bremer, I I I 
Execut i ve Secretary 

CONF\OENTlAL 
RDS-1 5/ 26 / 02 

DECLA SIFiED 

' 

t. of State Guideline<, July 21, 1997 
- NARA, ATE /2=t/1-o rz 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

SUBJECT: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washing1on, O .C. 20520 

Ma.y 18, 1982 

Mr. Mi chael O. Wheeler 
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

Alerting NSC on Presidential 
Correspondence 

Enclosed is a copy of a letter to President Reagan 
from President Lui_s Her;rera Campins o~ Venezuela 
which is transmitted for your information. 

8214087 

This document was received in the Executive Secretariat 
Information Management Section on May 17, 1982. 

, Director, /S-I 
Inf fuation Management Section 

Executive Secretariat 
ext. 23836 
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JIM RENTSCHLER/ DENNIS BLAIR/ ROGER TAINE 

Contingency Planning for the Next 24 Hours 
in the Falklands 

Attached as you requested are our collective judgments concerning 
the issues you have raised vis-a-vis the South Atlantic crisis, 
cast in the form of a contingency paper. Note that, to a certain 
extent, we have reorganized your list of questions to provide 
a more organically cohesive look at the likely play-out of events 
and the stance we should take toward them. 

Tab A Contingency Issues Paper 
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DECLASSIFIED 
s c.3.4(b), e.o. 129,;a, am nded 

Whl House Guidelines, Sept. 11, 2008 
BY NA vb'u\.. DAT ot 1-=1 2~12. 



WITHDRAWAL SHEET 
Ronald Reagan Library 

Collection Name 

Latin American Affairs Directorate, NSC: Records 

Withdrawer 

SRN 1/27/2012 

File Folder 

FALKLAND I MALVINAS: NSC AND STATE MEMOS, 1982 (6) 

Box Number 

91170 

FOIA 

F0l-027/4 
O'DONNELL 

19 

ID Document Type 

Document Description 

No of Doc Date Restric-
pages 

129399 PAPER 4 

RE: THE SOUTH ATLANTIC CRISIS 

The above documents were not referred for declassification review at time of processing 
Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 

B-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA] 
B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b){2) of the FOIA] 
B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 

ND 

B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA] 
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed of gift. 

tions 

Bl 




