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MEMORANDUM FOR: GREGORY NEWELL 
Director of Scheduling, White House 

RICHARD V. ALLEN 
Assistant to the President for National Security 

CHESTER CROCKER 
Bureau of African Affairs, State Department 

tJl;taV 
Subject: Presidential Visit by President Bongo of Gabon 

During my recent trip to the Republic of Gabon as head of 
the U.S. delegation to the IMF Interim and Development Committee 
Meetings, I held a bilateral meeting with President Bongo of 
Gabon. 

At that meeting, President Bongo discussed at some length 
his plans to make a private visit to the U.S. in June. He 
expressed a strong desire to meet with President Reagan during 
that visit. 

I explained to President Bongo that due to the timing of 
the rescheduled Portillo-Reagan meetings, and President Reagan 1 s 
plans to vacation at his California ranch, such a visit might 
be difficult to arrange. Bongo indicated that he too would be 
in California (his two daughters attend UCLA and USC) and that 
it would be easy for him to see President Reagan either in 
Washington or in California. 

President Bongo strongly desires this meeting, and he 
indicated that it need only be a very brief one. He clearly 
recognized that any substantive discussions should take place 
with other officials. 

I would strongly recommend that an effort be made to 
provide President Bongo with ·the opportunity for a short meeting 
with President Reag.an. The reasons are as follows: 

1. President Bongo is a strong supporter of 
U.S. positions on a number of issues, 
particularly the PLO and Libya. 

2. The Gabonese delegate is the new Executive 
Secretary or titular head of OPEC this year, 
and will be visiting me in Washington later 
this year. 
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3. President Bongo will be going to the 
Organization for African Unity meeting 
in late summer or early fall, and it 
would be an excellent indication of 
U.S. interest in Africa if President 
Reagan could have met an African leader 
of a stable nation by then. 

I am assuming that the three of you can make the decision 
and take care of the necessary arrangements. I would be 
delighted to answer any additional questions about my visit 
that may not have been covered in the memcon I wrote. Otherwise, 
I need have no additional involvement and will leave it in 
your hands. 

R. T. McNamar 

;,:·- ... 
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I attach some materials on Gabon for your convenience. 
It is a country that is small in population but rich in 
extractive minerals and oil. The State Department's country 
report on human rights gives Gabon high marks. It is a 
peaceful, serene country, apparently well governed, increasingly 
surrounded by Cubans, communists and Qaddafi. 

A meeting between President Reagan and President Bon~o 
would appear to be a t e n-strike politically! 

Please let me or Charlie know if there is anything more 
we can do to help. Charlie will probably have to return to 
Libreville in a couple of weeks and could let Bongo know informally 
if there is a generally favo r able reaction from the President about 
a meeting. 

_r 



. ---. 
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Ms. A. Hartley 
Vice President 
Maison Blanche 
1725 F Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20006 

Dear Ms. Hartley: 

United States Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

September 8, 1982 

Your letter to President Reagan has been referred to this 
office for reply. 

As we informed you in our letter of June 14, the Department 
of State has taken up your claim with the Embassy of Gabon. 
Pursuant to your recent letter to the President, we have con­
tacted the Embassy again with a request that your claim be 
settled as rapidly as possible. 

The Embassy is aware of its obligations in this matter and 
has informed the Office of Protocol that it will contact you 
directly regarding payment. 

We regret the delay in payment of this bill and ask that 
you inform this office if settlement has not been reached within 
a reasonable time. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Richard Gookin 
Associate Chief of Protocol 
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UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486. 

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
(OR DRAFT) TO: 

AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE 

SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISOO 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 
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DATE 

I 

Washington . D.C. 20006 

I 202 t 842-0070 

Ambassador Onz i as-Souna 
Embassy of Gabon 
20 34 20 th St.,NW 

7 

Wash , DC 20009 # 6703 

L _J 
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' ! 
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! 
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:J _,-- :--- -- 1 - -- -, ---- --- I 
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l,-,,; 1 1 _,.., +-h..-.. n.,..,.._', .. ;,:i ,..,~~ .c +- h d ni.; +-,-.,'l C+-=- , ,..,.,.. 
---- -- - - - ·- - - - -- - r 
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+-h=>+- -h,-..u --.., 1-.. .... .... ·=- .j,. ,-,. 
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1
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,-...f' ,'l ' ,c-,-,..,,, .,.. +-,..,,_, ,, c, n=>nY - - --., '.J. -~ - - T -
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~,.., C,; +- " ,-.. .,... I ... - - - - -

I 

I 

I 

! 
I I 

i 

SHAW -WA LKE R T FO RM A /C 1t NC 

- - -- -
advc nt ige of Ot: 

I 
A. far -ley 
11; ~,.. n .,..,.....r,...; ~--

17 2: F St., Inc. 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

October 4, 1982 

MEMORANDUM FOR L. PAUL BREMER III 
Executive Secretary 
Department of State 

C. f. 

SUBJECT: Gabonese Ambassador to the United States 
(8229660) 

__ 1fti: 1tt at· t 

The President has rev iewed and concurs in the recommendation 
of the Department of State that the appointment of Mocktar Georges 
Abdoula e Mbing t as Ambassador-Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
of the Gabonese Republ ic to the United States would be agreeable 
to the Government of t he United States. You are requested to so 
inform the Gov ernment of the Gabonese Republic. 

~0-~ 
Michael O. Wheeler 
Staff Director 



MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
UNCLASSIFIED WITH 
CONFIDEffTIAL ATTACHMENT 

•N 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR WILLIAM P. CLARK 

FROM: FRED WETTERING 

September 30, 1982 

6741 

SUBJECT: Appointment of Mocktar Georges Abdoulaye Mbingt 
of the Gabonese Republic as Ambassador to 
the United States 

Attached at Tab A is the State Department recommendation that 
the President agree to the proposed appointment of Mocktar 
Georges Abdoulaye Mbingt as Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of Gabon to the United States. 

At Tab Bis the Wheeler to Bremer memo approving the appointment. 

RECOMMENDATION 
That you approve the Wheeler to Bremer memo at Tab B concurring 
in the Sta,,_e D partment r~dation concerning the agrement 
for the Ga e Ambassador. 

Approve--...+---- Disapprove 

UNCLASSIFIED WITH CONt~~IAL ATTACHMENT 
,t ' 



8229660 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washington, D .C. 20520 

September 30, 1982 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. WILLIAM P. CLARK 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Appointment of Mocktar Georges Abdoulaye Mbingt 
of the Gabonese Republic as Ambassador to the 
United States. 

The Government of the Gabonese Republic has inquired 
whether our Government agrees to the appointment of Mocktar 
Georges Abdoulaye Mbingt as Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of Gabon to the United States (Tab 2), A 
biography of Mbingt is attached (.Tab 1). 

The Department believes from the information available 
that Mbingt is acceptable to the United States as Ambassador 
and recommends that the President agree to the proposed 
appointment. If he concurs, the Department will inform the 
Government of the Gabonese Republic. 

Attachments: 

1. Biography. 

2. Telegram No. 2622 from 
Libreville - LIMDIS. 

I 



CO~AL 

BIOGRAPHY - Mocktar Georges Abdoulaye Mbingt 

Gabonese Republic 

Mocktar Georges Abdoulaye Mbingt is an experienced and 
articulate diplomat who has served as Ambassador to the Ivory 
Coast, Equatorial Guinea, and Brazil. He is currently the 
Gabonese Ambassador to Ethiopia and the OAU. 

Mbingt has degrees in engineering, statistics, and 
economics. He was educated in France at the College Technique 
et Modern de Nimes, Preparation Arts et Metiers in Aix-en­
Provence, and the Institute National des Statistiques et des 
Etudes Economiques in Paris. 

Mbingt has served as Chief of the Gabonese National 
Statistical Service, Statistician at the United Nations in 
New York, Assistant Representative of the United Nations 
Development Program in Algiers, Director General of Tourism, 
and Director General of Statistics. 

Mbingt is reported to have been favorably impressed with 
the United States when he was working at the United Nations 
in the early 60's. He speaks excellent English and is friendly 
with U.S. officials. 

Mbingt was born March 9, 1934 in Larr~arene, Gabon. He is 
married and has seven children. 

A thorough search of U.S. Gov ernment sources reveals 
no grounds for objection. 

CO~AL 
-1'ffiCL: OADR 

~ 
di--

c.t) ruJef 
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