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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, O.C. 20506 

June 2I, 1982 

MEMORANDUM FOR L. PAUL BREMER III 
Executive Secretary 
Department of State 

C F 4272 
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SUBJECT: Letter From President Bongo Inviting Vice President 

Bush to Visit Gabon (82 I 3492 ) 

We agree that a reply by the President to the attached letter 
from President Bongo of Gabon is not necessary. 

Attachment 
Incoming letter 

CONP-IDENTIAL 
Review 6/18/88 

~ruDO.WU 
Michael O. Wheeler 
Staff Secretary 



Informal Translation of Essential Parts of Text 

Mr. President and Dear Friend: 

Being aware of the importance your great country 

has in development and economic evolution of Africa, 

we have learned with great satisfaction of the proposed 

visit of Vice President George Bush to Equatorial Africa 

in June for visits to Cameroon and Zaire. 

You know of y deep interest in maintaining and 

developing the special relations which unite our two 

countries in the will of peace, and my fervent wish to 

see our cooperation strengthened and diversified in 

all domains -- political, economic, scientific and 

cultural. 

In this spirit, we would be most happy to officially 

receive Vice President Bush in Libreville during his 

trip to our region, and to reaffirm the friendly re­

lations of long standing which we mutually wish to 

strengthen and widen. 

Signed by President Bongo 

::-



MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

June 18, 1982 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR WILLI AM P. CLARK / 

FROM: FRED WETTERING ~ 

SUBJECT : Re commendation of No Reply to Bongo Letter 

4272 

On May 11 Gabon Presid ent Omar Bongo wrote the President e x tending 
an inv itation for Vice President Bush to visit Gabon during his 
June t rip to Africa . When the trip was postponed, our ambassador 
advised that there had been consideration of such a trip but it 
had been po s tponed, and e x tended appropriate thanks. (C) 

State do e s not belie v e a Presidential reply is necessary to this 
letter. I agree . (U) 

This is the first in a ser ies of State proposals on pending Presi­
dential l e tte r s (mo s tly of little import). I chewed on State foll­
owing your in s tructions at the last staff meeting and it is having 
some good e ff ect . ore will b e f orthcoming in the next few days. (C) 

RECOMMENDATIO : Approve the attached Wheeler-Bremer memo con­
curring tha t no Pres ide ntial reply i s necessary for the letter from 
Gabon Pres ide nt Bongo . 

APPROVE 

Attachments: 
Tab I 

~NFIDEN'!'!:.rtL 
Review 6/18/88 

q) DISAPPROVE 

V 

Whee l e r - Bremer emo 
A Incoming l e tte r from Pres ide nt Bongo 



8213492 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Wa shington, D .C. 20520 

Jh i 
. l June l 7, 19 8 2 
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CeNF'IUEm'ThL 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. WILLIAM P. CLARK 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Letter from President Bongo inviting 
Vice President Bush to visit Gabon 

\ 11 I 

SITL/', l 1 ... , i,55; · 

President Bongo wrote a letter dated May 11 to the 
President, extending an invitation for Vice President Bush to 
visit Gabon. Bongo states that he "learned with great satis­
faction of the proposed visit of Vice President Bush to 
Equatorial Africa for visits to Cameroon and Zaire." He 
further states that he "would be most happy to officially 
receive Vice President Bush in Libreville during his trip to 
our region, and to reaffirm the friendly relations of long 
standing" between the United States and Gabon. (Attached) 

When the proposed trip by the Vice President was postponed, 
subsequent to the date of this letter, instructions were sent 
to all Ambassadors in African posts to respond to this and 
similar inquiries by saying that there had been consideration 
of a trip but that it has been postponed and no date has 
been set. The Department therefore does not believe that 
a reply by the President to the attached letter is necessary. 

~(..~•4:> ~½ ~ 
L. Paul Bremer, III 
Executive Secretary 

C.OWF-I-DENTff.L 
GDS 6/15/88 



Mon,6ie.Ll.'1. Ronald REAGAN 

• 
~<tf~~ 
~- ~ mva1L· &~ 

Mon,6iewt le. Pll.e..oide.n:t et Che.ll. Ami, 

T '1.U .o e,n,6ible. a l' i n:te.ll.U qu.e. vo:tlte. gJz.a.nd Pa.y.o po Jute a.u de. v el o ppeme.nt 
et a l' e.volu.,tlon e.c.onomiqu.e. du. c.on:tine.n:t a.6uc.a.in, noU6 a.von,6 appw, 
a.ve.c. .oa;tu 0arnon, qu.e. le. Vic.e.-Pll.e..oide.n:t Ge.oll.ge..o BUSCH, .oe. pll.op0.oa,U 
d' e.66e.e.tu.e.ll. u.n voyage. e.n A6uqu.e. Equ.a.touale. au. mo,{,.6 de. ]Ll.,{,n pll.oc.ha.in 
et de. .oe.joWtne.'1. plu..o pa.Jttic.u.uetLeme.n:t e.n Re.pu.buqu.e. Unie. du. Came.'1.ou.n 
et au. ZaJJie.. 

VoU6 c.onna,,{,l.).oe.z mon .oou.u c.on,6.ta.n,:t de. pll.e..oe.'1.ve.'1. et de. de.ve.loppe.'1. le..o 
'1.e.lat,,i,on,6 pJu.vile.gie.e..o qU,{, u.n,{,.6.6 e.n:t n0.6 de.u.x Pay.o dan,6 u.n m[me. ide.al 
e.t dan,6 u.ne. meme. volon:te. de. pa.ix, e.t mon .oou.hw Mde.n:t de. VO,{_/{_ n0.6 
ue.n,6 de. c.oope.fl_at,,i_on .oe. '1.e.nooll.c.e.'1. et .oe. MVe.Minie.'1. dan,6 tou..o le..o 
domaine..o, poutiqu.e..o, e.c.onomiqu.e..o, .oue.nti6iqu.e..o et c.u.ltWte.l-6. 

Van,6 c.e.t e..op/{_,{_t, nou..o ,6e_f{_,{_On,6 :tJtu he.Wte.u.x de. '1.e.c.e.VO,{_fl_ o66iue.lieme.n:t 
a Libll.e.ville. le. Vic.e.-Pll.uide.n:t Ge.oll.ge..o BUSCH, loM de. .oon pll.oc.hain 
voyage., qU,{, .6 e. .oitu.e. pll.e.w eme.n:t dan,6 notll.e. zone. ge.ogll.aphiqu.e., et 
c.ono,{_/{_me.'1. ain,6i, de. 6a<;.on e.c.la.ta.n:te., le..o '1.e.lat,,i,on,6 d' amilie. de.ja. 
anue.nne..o qu.e. nou..o a.von,6 le. de..o,{_I{_ c.ommu.n de. '1.e..6.6 e.'1.'1.e.'1. et de. 

P'U-~~- ! 
Van,6 l' e..o po,{_/{_ q u.e. la pll.e..6 e.nte. invUa.;t,i,o n '1.e.c.e.vll.a votll.e. agll.e.me. , j e. 
voU6 p!U.e. d' agll.e.e.'1., Mon,6iewt le. Pll.e..oide.n:t et Che.ll. Ami, l' e.xpll. ' .oion 
de. ma :tltu hau.te. c.on,6ide.'1.at,,i,on. 

Pll.e..oide.n:t de..o E.ta.:lJ.i-Un,{,.6 d 'Ame.uqu.e. 
WASHINGTON 
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For: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 

TRANSMITTAL FORM 

MR. ROBERT C. McFARLANE 
National Security Council 
The White House 

P 'D . • u 
I • J ' 

S/S 8412152 

Date May 21 , +984 
, ,.._ ..... , I 

Reference: 

To: Pr e s ide n t Reagan From: President Bongo, Gabon 

Date: April 1 7, 1984 Subject: Bantu Cultural Center 

in Libr eville 

WH Referral Dated: NSC ID# 

X 

--------- ---,--:--=--------:,-----(if any) 

Th e attached item was sent directly to the Department 
of State. 

Action Taken: 

A draft reply is attached. 

A draft reply will be forwarded. 

A translation is attached. 

An information copy of a direct reply is attached. 

We believe no response is necessary for the reason 
cited below. 

The Department of State has no objection to the 
proposed travel. 

X Other. 

Remarks: Attached is a copy of State 
President Bongo's letter. There will 

135585 responding to 
not be a ~~nal. 

~ Charles Hill 
Executive Secretary 

DECL: OADR 



MEMORANDUM FOR: 

SUBJECT: 

S/S 8412152 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washinrton, O.C. 20520 

April 23, 1984 

Mr. ~obert M. K;imrni t t 
National Security Council 

Alerting NSC on Presidential 
Correspondence 

Enclosed is a copy of a letter to President Reagan 
from Ptesident El Hadj Omar Bongo of Gabon 
which is transmitted for your information. 

This document was received in the Execut1ve Secretariat 
Information Management Section on April 23, 1984 

~~t!ffe.~fb 
Information Management Section 

Executive Secretariat 
ext. 23836 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
DIVISION OF LANGUAGE SERVICES 

{TRANSLATION) 

GABONESE REPUBLIC 

The President of the Republic 

Mr. President and Dear Friend: 

LS NO. 112 6 81 
RHC/WD 
French 

We were very pleased to receive the invitation that your 

government extended through your ambassador, His Excellency 

Francis T . MacNamara, to Emile Mbot, Minister of Culture, Arts, 

and Popu lar Education of Gabon, to make a working visit to your 

great country within a few weeks, and I extend my very sincere 

and hearty thanks. 

I a m especially pleased in that I consider it most desir­

able for high -level governmental, scientific, and cultural 

authorities in the United States to acquire a deeper under­

standing and appreciation of the great regional cultural 

institution which I caused to be established in 1982: the 

Centre International de Civilisation Bantu (CICIBA) 

[International Center of Bantu Civilization]. 

This project, which will affect the vast area that the 

Bantus have settled, concerns approximately 150 million 

His Excellency 
Ronald Reagan, 

President of the United States of America, 
Washington. 



- 2 -

inhabitants of 24 countries, of which 11 are English-speaking, 

9 French-speaking, 3 Portuguese-speaking, and one Spanish­

speaking. The convention establishing CICIBA has been approved 

and signed by 10 African States: Angola, the Central African 

Republic, Comoros, Congo, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Rwanda, Sao 

Tome and Principe, Zaire, and Zambia. 

In the minds of its founders, CICIBA is even more 

significant in that it has the virtue of eliminating language 

barriers and administrative boundaries inherited from the 

colonial era and of surmounting obstacles caused by diversity 

in political systems. One of the first of its various 

scientific and cultural objectives is to develop and coordinate 

research applied in the fields of traditional pharmacology and 

medicine, demography, and other human sciences. It will also 

transform our capital, Libreville, into a leading center of 

African culture and a major Sub-Saharan African crossroads. 

Following expeditious and mutually agreed determinations as 

to the manner in which the organization was to be set up and 

its operational procedures, CICIBA is now prepared to formulate 

and implement the 1984-1986 scientific program, which naturally 

will initially require the collection of documents on a large 

scale, culminating in the creation of the largest cultural data 

bank in Africa south of the Sahara. For along time, therefore, 

priority will have to be given to field missions and desk 

research throughout the Bantu area. 



- 3 -

It will be readily apparent to you that a project so 

ambitious, but obviously necessary and timely, will incur heavy 

expenses and therefore require financial and technical 

resources consistent with the desired results. You will easi~y 

understand my interest in having our great sister Republic of 

the United States of America assist us, by whatever means it 

considers most appropriate, in resolving this difficult problem 

of transporting our permanent missions. 

I wish to add that Minister Emile Mbot, who is the current 

chairman of the CICIBA board of directors and enjoys the 

confidence of all the signatory States of the constituent 

convention of 1983, wishes to take advantage of his visit to 

the United States to establish direct relations with scientific 

and cultural foundations and institutions that may be 

interested in the work of CICIBA and agree to assist it or to 

participate in promoting the work programs in question. 

Therefore I would be very grateful to you for any support 

extended to him in connection with with this part of his 

mission. 

Hoping that Mr. Mbota's visit will be fully successful and 

yield favorable results, and thanking you in advance, Mr. 

President and Dear Friend,for your kind attention to this 

letter, I express to you my warm regards and my very high and 

fraternal consideration. 

[Signature] 

El Hadj Omar Bongo 
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UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION 

GABONESE REPUBLIC 
UNION - LABOR - JUSTICE 

The President of the Republic 

Mr. President and Dear Friend, 

MM/04/17/84 

This is with a lot of satisfaction that we have received from your Ambassador, 
His Excellency Francis T. MACNAMARA, the invitation to effect, in the follow­
ing weeks, a working visit in your great Country, that your Government has 
kindly directed to our Minister of the Arts of the Culture and of the People's 
Education, Mr . Emile MBOT, and on that account, I express to you my very keen 
and sincere than ks . 

I am pleased of it more especially as it seems to me quite desirable that be 
best known and appreciated, in particular of the high-ranked governmental, 
scientific and cultural authorities of the United States of America, the great 
cultural and regional institution whose foundation I have provoked in 1982, 
the International Center of Bantu Civilization, known under the name of CICIBA. 

This project which is intended to reach the inmense zone of Bantu peopling, 
concerns then about 150 millions of inhabitants shared out between twenty-four 
States, for instance, eleven of Engl ish language, nine of Frenchspeaking, 1_ 

three of Portuguesespeaking and one of Spanishspeaking. 

From its very beginning, the Convention of founding of CICIBA has been approved . 
and signed by ten African states : Angola, Central Africa , Comores, Congo, 
Gabon, Equatorial Guinea, Rwanda, Sao Tome and Principe, Zaire, Zambia. 

In the spirit of its founders, CICIBA presents an interest more especially 
important that it has the merit of excluding the linguistic barriers and the 
administrative frontiers inherited from the colonial era and of surmounting the 
obstacles due to the diversity of the political forms of Government . 

Among its various aims, scientific and cultural, one of the first has the 
tendency to develop and to coordinate the researches applied in the fields of 
traditional pharmacology and of medecine, of demography and other human science 

His Excellency Ronald REAGAN 
President of the United States of America 
Washington, D.C. 

. .. I . .... 
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It will have also for consequence to make of Libreville, our nation Capital, 
a high place of African culture and a privileged cross-road of sub-saharan 
Africa. 

The formalities of the setting in place of the Institution and its working 
procedures having been defined in the best lapses of time, and of a common 
agreement, CICIBA is now able to establish and to bring into play the scienti­
fic program of the period 1984-1986, which foresees, all naturally, in the 
first place,a vast operation of documentary collection that should result 
in the constitution of the greatest bank of cultural datas on sub-saharan 
Africa. 

Priority should then be given, during a long spell, to the missions of 
prospection and of documentary research in the entirety of the Bantu zone. 

You would not certainly overlook the fact that such an ambitious project, but 
for which the necessity and the opportunity seem obvious, imply highly finan­
cial expenses, therefore the financial and technical means to the measure of 
the expected result. 

You will then easily understand, Mr. President and Dear Friend, my concern to 
see the great Republic sister of the United States ofi America help us, by the 
means that it will deem the best fit to solve this delicate problem of 
transportation of our permanent missions. 

I wish to add that the Minister Emile MBOT, who is the acting Chairman of the 
Board of Administration of CICIBA, and who enjoys of the unanimous trust of 
the signatories States of the Convention constitutive of 1983, wishes to take 
advantage of his stay in your Country to contact directly the scientific and 
cultural foundations and institutions which might be interested in the works 
of CICIBA and to accept to give help or to be payees in the promotion of the 
schedule of works in question. 

I would then be very grateful for the support which might be granted to him 
for the accomplishment of this part of his mission. 

Hoping that it will be put in concrete form by a complete success and by posi­
tive results, I thank you in advance, Mr. President and Dear Friend, of all 
the benevolent attention that you have kindly granted to this present 
correspondance, and I ask you to believe to the expression of my faithful 
remembrance and of my highest and brotherly consideration. 

El Hadj Omar BONGO 
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Mon6ie.uJt le. PJr.v.,,i.de.nt e.:t Che.Jr. Ami.., 

C 'u:t ave.c. be.auc.oup de. -6afu 6ac..ti.on que. noU-6 avon.6 ll.e.9-U de. vo:tJr.e. 
AmbaMade.uJt, Son Exc.ee.te..nc.e. Fll.anU-6 T. MAC NAMARA, l ',lnv,l,ta..tlon 
a. e.66e.&u.e.Jr., dan.6 lu pll.oc.ha,i.nu M.ma-lnu, une. v,l,6Ue. de. :tJr.ava,l.f.. 
dan.6 vo:tJr.e. gJr.and Pay-6 , que.. vo:tJr.e. Gouve.Jr.ne.me.nt a b,i.e.n vou.f..u 
adlz.u-6 e.Jr. 2i no:tJr.e. M,i.n,l,6.:tll.e. du M.:t/2 de. la Cui.:twz.e. e.:t de. .e.' Educa.tlo n 
Poputa,lJr.e.., M. Emlle. MBOT, e..:t j e. voU-6 e.n e.xplU.me.. mu .:tll.e.-6 vio-6 e..:t 
-6inc.viu Jr.e.me.Jr.de.me.nu. 

Je. m 'e.n Jr.e.j ou,i.,6 d 'au;tant plU-6 qu ',ll me. paJz.a.U .:tou:t a 6a,l:t 
-6 ouha.Ua.ble. que. -6 oU mle..ux c.onnue.. e.:t appll.e.de.e., no.tamme.nt du 
hau:tu au.:toll.Uv., gouve.Jr.ne.me.nta..e.u, -6de.n.tl6iquu e.:t c.ul.:tu.'1.e.t.e..u 
du E:ta..:t-6-Un,l,6 d 'Amvuque., la gJr.ande. ,lnt,.tl:tuilon c.ul.:tu.'1.e.lle. 
ll.e.g,lonale.. dont j'a,l pll.ovoque. la c.Jr.ea..tlon e.n I982, .e.e Ce.n:tJr.e. 
Inte.Jr.na.tlona.e.. de. C,lv,lwa.tlon Bantu, le. CICIBA. 

Ce. pll.oje.:t qu,i. u:t du.tlne. 2i .:touc.he.Jr. l'-lmme..n6e. zone. de. pe.u.ple.me.n:t 
ban.tu, c.onc.e.Jr.ne. done. e.nv,lJr.on I50 m,l.e,Uon.6 d'hab,l:ta.nu ll.e.pall.fu 
e.n:tJr.e. 24 E:ta..:t-6, -60U onze. de. langue.. angla,l,6e., ne.u6 6Jr.anc.ophonu, 
.:tll.o,i.,6 lU-6ophonu e...:t un h,l,6panophone.. 

Son Exc.e.lle.nc.e.. Ronald REAGAN 
PJr.v.i,i.de.nt du E.:ta.:t-6-Un,l,6 d'Amvuque. 
W A S H I N G T O N 

... I . .. 2 
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Vu oon oiugi..ne., la Conve.ntlon de. CJte.a.:tlcn du CICIBA a Ue. appltou.ve.e. 
et 6i..gne.e. pall. dlx E:tau a61ti..cruno : Angola, Ce.nttz.a.61ti..qu.e., Como1tu , 
Congo, Gabon, Gcu.ne.e. Equ.atolti..ale., Rwanda, Sao-Tome. et Plti..nci.pe., 
Za.Zlc.e. , Zambi..e. . 

Vano l'uplti...t de. 6U CJte.a.teu.M, le. CICIBA p1tue.n:te. u.n ..ln.tvz.U d'au.:ta.n:t 
plu.6 ..lmpolt:tan:t qu. 'i..l a le. mvz.Ue. d' Wmlne./t lu baltlti..vc.u Ungu.i..6-
-tl.qu.u et tu 01z.ontlvc.u admi.nu.i.tJui:U.vu he.we.u de. la pWode. 
colonla.le. et de. 6u.1tmon.te1t lu ob-6.:ta.cl..u dw., a la dlve.M..l:te. du 
1te.g..lmu pol,l-tl.quu . 

Pa.Jtm.l o u dlve1t.,J obj e.c:tlo-6, -6 ci.e.ntl6iqu.e.-6 u c.ul:tu.1te.l6 , l 'u.n du 
plte.m..leM tend a de.vet(lppe!t e.t a c.001tdonnC11. lM 1te.che1tchu appUqu.e.u 
dano tu dom::z.inu de. .f.a. pha.ll.macolog..le. e.:t de. la me.de.cine. t1tadl:tlon­
neUu , de. la de.mog1taph-i..e. et du au..tltu t, ci.e.ncu huma...lnu . 

Il aWUI e.galeme.n:t pou.lt con6 equ.e.nce. de. 6a..lll.e. de. L..lb1te.ville., no.:tlte. 
c.api..:ta.le., u.n ha.u.:t Ueu. de. la c.u.£:twte. a6!ti..crune. et u.n c.aMe.0ou.lL 
pll.iv..lte.g..le. de. l'A61ti..qu.e. 6u.b 6ahe.Ue.nne.. 

Lu 601Lm::z.Wu de. m..l6e. e.n place. de. l' Ino:tl:tu.:tlon et 6U pltoc.e.du.ll.u 
de. .tltava..lt ayan:t Ue. de.6iniu dano lu me...ltle.u.1t6 de.lai..-6 et d 'u.n 
c.ommu.n acco1td, le. CICIBA u:t ma.i..n:te.nan:t e.n me.1.>u.1te. d 1Ua.bl..l!t et de. 
me.-t.ti'te. e.n oeu.v1te. le. p1tog1tarrme. oci.e.n:tl6~qu.e. de. la pWode. I984-I986, 
qcu. plte.voU, tout na.tu.ll.e.lleme.n:t, e.n p1te.m.i.e1t Ue.u., u.ne. vao.te. 
opvz.a:tlon de. co.U.e.c.:te. docu.me.n:ta..lll.e. de.van:t abou.:tl!t a la con6:tl.tu.:tlon 
de. la plu.6 g1tande. ban.2u.e. de. donne.u cu.l.tu.Jte.llu de. l . 1 A61Liqu.e. au. 
-6 u.d du. Saha.ll.a • 

Plti..o!ti...te. de.vita do nc. e..:tlte. do nne.e.. du.!tan:t u.ne. tongue. pWode., aux 
m..i.66..lono de. pltoope.c:tlon e.:t de. 1te.che1tche. docu.me.n.tailte. da.,v.:. l' e.nJ.iemble. 
de. la zone. ban.tu.. 

Ii ne. 6au.ltaU vou.-6 e.chappe!t qu.'u.n pltojet au.-6-6..l ambi:tleu.x., mai-6 dont 
la ne.c.u-6..l:te. et l' oppo1t.tu.n..l:te. paltcJ/26 e.n:t e.v..lde.n.tu , ..lmpUqu.e. du 
chall.gu 0i..nanci.vc.u lle.ve.u, done du moye.no 6..lnanci.eM e.:t :te.chniqu.u 
a la muu.1te. du. 1tuu.l:tat a.tte.ndu.. 

Vou.-6 comp1te.nd!te.z done. aif.ieine.n:t, Mono..le.u.1t le. P1tu..lde.n:t e..t Chell. Ami.., 
mon 1.i ou.ci. de. voilt la 91tande. Re.pu.bUqu.e. -6 oe.u.1t de,~ E:ta..t6-Unu.i 
d 1AmWqu.e. nou.-6 aide!t, pall. tu moye.no qu'e.lle. juge.Jta tu m..le.u.x 
a.dap:tu, a 1t.uoudlte. ce. de.Uc.at p1toble.me. du. -t1tan1.ip01t:t de. no-6 
m..i.61.ii..ono pe!tmane.n:tu. 

J'ajou.:te. que. le. Min..i.6-tlt.e. Em..lle. MBOT, qcu. u:t le. P1te.o..i.de.n.t e.n e.xe.1tci.c.e 
du. Conoul d'Admlnu.i.tlta:tlon du CICIBA, e.t qcu. joc.u..t de. la cono,lanc.e. 
u.nanime. du E:ta..t6 -6..i.gna:tailtu de. la. Conve.ntlon cono:tl:tu.:tlve. de. I983, 
-6 ou.ha...i.:te. p1to6Ue1t de. 6 on 6 e.j Ou.IL d:.tn.6 vo:t,1.:e. Pay-6 pou.Jt 1.i e. me.-t.ti'te. e.n 
1t.e.la:tlo no d.i.Jte.c.:tu ave. c .e. u F o nda.:tlo no e,t I n6 :tl:tu.:tlo n6 ,t; ci.e.n:tl~..lo uu 
e..t cu.l.tu.lt.e.llu qcu. pou.lLILa..i.e.n:t 6 'in.:tvz.u6e.'1. aux .:tltavau.x du. CIC IBA · e.:t 
acce.p:te!t de. l 'a..i.de./t ou. d' U/te. pa1t,ti.v.i p!r.e.nan:tu da.Yl.6 la p1tomo:tlon 
du p1to91tamnv.i de. .tltavau.x e.n qu.u:tlon. 
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J e. v OU6 -6 e.Jr.aA.,6 done, tlte.-6 11.e.c.o nrza.,v.,-6 a n.,t de. ,f_ 'appu.l q u.l pouJl./1..aU M e:tJc.e. 
ae,e,011.de. pouJt ta 11.ea.wa.ti..on de. c.e.tte. pantie. de. -6a rru .. Mion. 

En MpVl.an.t que. c.e.tle.-u -6e. e,onMe.ti-6e.'1.a pa.'1. un plun -6UC.C,,e/2 e..:t pall. du 
'1.eJ:iu-U:a.u po-6,i.tifi,6, j e. VOU6 11.eme.11.ue. a l 'avane,e., Mon-6ie.uJt le. p11,v.,,[de.nt 
e..:t Che.11. Am,i_, de. .toute. ta b,i.e.nve.ilfun.te. atte.ntlon que. voll6 ave.z b,i.e.n 
voufu ac.c.011.de.11. a ta pnv.,e.n.te. c.oMupondane,e., e..:t je. voll6 p'1,,i.e. de. Mo,i.'1,e. 
a l 'e.xp'1.M-6ion de. man fi,i.dUe. -6ouve.n,i.'1, e..:t de. ma tlte.-6 haute. e..t ,611.a.te.11.ne.Ue. 
c.o n-6idvi.a.ti..o n 

El Hadj Oman BONGO 
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TO PRESIDENT 

KEYWORDS: GABON 

VISI'r 

NSC/S PROFILE 

FROM BONGO, OMAR .,,,., 
HILL, C 
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- . 

ID 8403337 

RECEIVED 23 APR 84 18 

DOCDATE 17 APR 84 

23 APR 84 

MACNAMARA, FRANCIS T 

MBOT, EMILE 

SUBJECT: PRES BONGO LTR RE MBOT VISIT & INTL CENTER OF BANTU CIVILIZATION 

ACTION: PENDING STATE RECOMS 
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FOR ACTION 
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8412152 LOG 
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INCOMING 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
CORRESPONDENCE TRACKING WORKSHEET 

DATE RECEIVED: JANUARY 14, 1987 

NAME OF CORRESPONDENT: HIS EXCELLENCY EL HADJ OMAR BONGO 

SUBJECT: 2 LETTERS IN FRENCH 

ACTION 

ID# 457711 

DISPOSITION 

ROUTE TO: 
OFFICE/AGENCY (STAFF NAME) 

ACT DATE TYPE C COMPLETED J 
CODE YY/MM/DD RESP D YY/MM/DD 

---- --- - ---- (!,, . 
RODNEY B. MCDANIEL ORG 87 /01 /14 Od C ?J; :!!1 ~s;-

REFERRAL NOTE: 
1 -------REFERRAL NOTE: 

-------REFERRAL NOTE: 
I -- -------REFERRAL NOTE: 
I -- -------REFERRAL NOTE: 

COMMENTS: ORIGINAL TO HAROLD WEST 

ADDITIONAL CORRESPONDENTS: MEDIA:L INDIVIDUAL CODES: 

MI MAIL USER CODES: (A) (B) (C) ----- ----- -----

*********************************************************************** 
*ACTION CODES: *DISPOSITION 
* * 
*A-APPROPRIATE ACTION *A-ANSWERED 
*C-COMMENT/RECOM *B-NON-SPEC-REFERRAL 

- *D-DRAFT RESPONSE · *C-COMPLETED 
*F-FURNISH FACT SHEET *S-SUSPENDED 
*I-INFO COPY/NO ACT NEC* 
*R-DIRECT REPLY W/COPY * 
*S-FOR-SIGNATURE ___J 
*X-INTERIM REPLY * 

*OUTGOING 
*CORRESPONDENCE: 
*TYPE RESP=INITIALS 
* OF SIGNER 
* CODE= A 
*COMPLETED= DATE OF 
* 
* 
* . * 

OUTGOING 

* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 

*********************************************************************** 

REFER QUESTIONS AND ROUTING UPDATES TO CENTRAL REFERENCE 
(ROOM 75,OEOB) EXT-2590 
KEEP THIS WORKSHEET ATTACHED TO THE ORIGINAL INCOMING 
LETTER AT ALL TIMES AND SEND COMPLETED RECORD TO RECORDS 
MANAGEMENT. 
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- / / - MCii CABLE DISPATCH 
410 TEL. 800-524-1378 

201-562-9780 
255 OLD N~ BRUNSWICK RD. 
PISCATAWAY, NJ~08854-3712 

MCI Mail 
PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN 

WHITE HOUSE 
1600 PENNSYLVANIA AVE 
HASHINGTON DC 20500 

MESG ID: WCB933 UHNX 
FROM: GABON 
LIBREVILLETELEX 222/206 12/01 1012 
PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN 
WHITE HOUSE 
1600 PENNSYLVANIA AVE 
HASHINGTON DC 20500 
ETAT 

The nation's new postal system. 

SON EXCELLENCE MONSIEUR LE PRESIDENT DES ETATS UNIS 
D ·AMERIQUE 
WASHINGTON · 
NO 70003/PR 

OBJET REPORT ' ' SOMMET INTERNATIONAL DE LIBREVILLE'' 
IL YA QUELQUES MOIS JE VOUS INVITAIS A NOUS APPORTER LE SOUTIEN DE 
VOTRE PAYS EN PRENANT PART AU'' SOMMET INTERNATIONAL DE LIBREVILLE 
'' QUE LE GOUVERNEMENT GABONAIS AVAIT DECIDE 
COL ETAT 70003/PR '' '' 
PAGE02/50 
D ORGANISER DU 26 AU 28 JANVIER 1987 AVEC LA COLLABORATION DEL AS­
SOCIATION MONDIALE DE PROSPECTIVE SOCIALE AMPS 
MALHEUREUSEMENT DES DIFFICULTES CONJONCTURELLES FRAPPENT AUJOURD HUI 
L ECONOMIE GABONAISE ET AFFECTENT SERIEUSEMENT LES FINANCES PUBLI­
QUES STOP LE GOUVERNEMENT GABONAIS A ENTREPRIS DE CE FAIT UN IMPOR-

TANT EFFORT D AJUSTEMENT DANS 
COL AMPS 

PAGEOJ/50 
LE CADRE DUN PROGRAMME A MOYEN TERME STOP COMME VOUS LE SAVEZ LA 
MAITRISE DE LA DEFENSE PUBLIQUE CONSTITUE UN DES DOMAINES D INTER­
VENTION DANS UN TEL PROGRAMME STOP AUSSI AI-JE DECIDE LE REPORT DU 
'' SOMMET INTERNATIONAL DE LIBREVILLE'' AU TERME DU PROGRAMMED 
AJUSTEMENT ET DES QUE LA 
COL AI-JE '' '' 
PAGE04/50 
SITUATION DE NOS FINANCES PUBLIQUES LE PERMETTRAIT STOP C EST UNE 
MESURE QUE J AI ETE AMENE A PRENDRE A MON CORPS DEFENDANT STOP JE 
VOUDRAIS DANS CETTE SITUATION EXCEPTIONNELLE POUVOIR COMPTER SUR 
VOTRE HAUTE COMPREHENSION ET VOUS PRIED AGREER L ASSURANCE DE MA 
HAUTE CONSIDERATION 

EL HADJ OMAR BONGO PRESIDENT DE LA REPUBLIQUE GABONAISE 
COL EL HADJ OMAR BONGO 
--- to be continued on next mail ---

TYJl - 0023 



· MCII CABLE DISPATCH 
TEL. 800-524-1378 

201-562-9780 
255 OLD NEW BRUNSWICK RD. 
PISCATAWAY, NJ -b8854-3712 

MCI Mail 
PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN 

HHITE HOUSE 
1600 PENNSYLVANIA AVE 
MASHINGTON DC 20500 

MESG ID: WCB917 UWNX 
FROM: GABON 
LIBREVILLETELEX 222/206 12/01 1012 
PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN 
ffl!ITE HOUSE _ 
1600 PENNSYLVANIA AVE 
MASHINGTON DC 20500 
ETAT 

The nation's new postal system. 

S9N EXCELLENCE MONSIEUR LE PRESIDENT DES ETATS UNIS 
·o AMERIQUE 
WASHINGTON . HUIUSA. 
NO 70003/PR 

OBJET REPORT '' SOMMET INTERNATIONAL DE LIBREVILLE'' 
IL YA QUELQUES MOIS JE VOUS INVITAIS A NOUS APPORTER LE SOUTIEN DE 
VOTRE PAYS EN PRENANT PART AU'' SOMMET INTERNATIONAL DE LIBREVILLE 
'' QUE LE GOUVERNEMENT GABONAIS AVAIT DECIDE 
COL ETAT 70003/PR '' '' 
PAGE02/50 
D ORGANISER DU 26 AU 28 JANVIER 1987 AVEC LA COLLABORATION DEL AS­
SOCIATION MONDIALE DE PROSPECTIVE SOCIALE AMPS 
MALHEUREUSEMENT DES DIFFICULTES CONJONCTURELLES FRAPPENT AUJOURD HUI 
L ECONOMIE GABONAISE ET AFFECTENT SERIEUSEMENT LES FINANCES PUBLI­
QUES STOP LE GOUVERNEMENT GABONAIS A ENTREPRIS DE CE FAIT UN IMPOR-

TANT EFFORT D AJUSTEMENT DANS 
COL AMPS 

PAGEOJ/50 
LE CADRE DUN PROGR ZCZ 

HCB917 GOW186 005 
Time: 11:34 BDD2.17 1/12/87 VIA CMS JMM. 
NNNN 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

REFERRAL 

MEMORANDUM FOR: STATE SECRETARIAT 

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: 

KEYWORDS: GABON 

TO: PRESIDENT 

SOURCE: BONGO, OMAR 

DATE: 12 JAN 87 

HS 

SUBJ: PRES BONGO LTR TO PRES I N FRENCH 

REQUIRED ACTION: FOR TRANSLATION & 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

DUEDATE: 22 JAN 87 

COMMENTS: 

ID 8700342 

DATE: 15 JAN 87 

.. 



TO PRESIDENT 

KEYWORDS: GABON 

NSC/S PROFILE UNCLASSIFIED 

FROM BONGO, OMAR 

HS 

ID 8700342 

RECEIVED 15 JAN 87 19 

DOCDATE 12 JAN 87 

SUBJECT: PRES BONGO LTR TO PRES I N FRENCH 

ACTION: TRANSLATION/ RECOMMENDATIONS DOE : 22 JAN 87 STATUS D FILES WH 

COMMENTS 

REF# 

FOR ACTION 

STATE 

ACTION OFFICER (S) 

C. 

DISPATCH 

FOR CONCURRENCE FOR INFO 

COHEN 

STARK 

SOOS 

RODMAN 

LOG NSCIFID ( JF 

ASSIGNED 

~/z'!r' 
ACTION REQUIRED 

oS£ fu s-c,..,1 
DUE COPIES TO 

W/ATTCH FILE 



' 



SCHEDULE PROPOSAL 

TO: 

FROM: 

REQUEST: 

PURPOSE: 

BACKGROUND: 

PREVIOUS 
PARTICIPATION: 

DATE AND TIME: 

LOCATION: 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

June l8 , l987 

C. f. - / 
3184 
Add On t/ 7 t/.J ,2 0 

c I too.5':b 

FREDERICK J. RYAN, JR., DIRECTOR 
Presidential Appointments and Scheduling 

GRANT S . GREEN, ~ 
Meeting for President Bongo of the 
Republic of Gabon 

To honor a strong supporter of the United 
States as part of the regular series of 
official visits by foreign heads of state. 

President Bongo is one of America's best 
friends _in Africa. He has consistently 
supported U.S. policy, and has set a good 
example of basing economic development on the 
free enterprise system. He has welcomed 
American investment (Bethlehem Steel, 
Tenneco). His country is a producer of oil 
and the important mineral manganese which is 
vital for U.S. industry but is not produced 
here. Ms. Maureen Reagan will be dining with 
Bongo in Gabon on June 29. It would be 
appropriate for her to deliver an invitation. 

President Bongo visited President Reagan in 
1981 in his capacity as rotating president of 
the Organization of African Unity. 

Month of July, 1987 at any convenient time 
for the President. 

Oval Office, Cabinet Room, White House Dining 
Room 

PARTICIPANTS: The President, Vice President, Chief of 
Staff, National Security Advisor, Secretary 
of State, President Bongo and his entourage. 

OUTLINE OF EVENTS: Preferably working meeting and luncheon. 

eo~ 

Declassify on: OADR 



<;QNFTOE'l-rl'IAL 

SCHEDULE PRO POSAL 

TO: 

FROM: 

REQUEST: 

PURPOSE: 

BACKGROUND : 

PREVIOUS 
PARTICIPATION: 

DATE AND TIME: 

LOCATION: 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

June 18, 1987 

C·. 

FREDERICK J. RYAN, JR., DIRECTOR 
Presidential Appointments and Scheduling 

GRANT S. GREEN, ~ 
Meeting for President Bongo of the 
Republ ic of Gabon 

To honor a strong supporter of the United 
States a s part of the regular series of 
officia l v isits by foreign heads of state. 

President Bongo is one of America's best 
=riends i n Africa. He has consistently 
supported U.S. policy, and has set a good 
examp l e of basing economic development on the 
free enterprise system. He has welcomed 
A.._~erican investment (Bethlehem Steel, 
Tenneco) . His country is a producer of oil 
and the important mineral manganese which is 
vital for U.S. industry but is not produced 
here . Ms. Maureen Reagan will be dining with 
Bongo in Gabo n on June 29. It would be 
appropriate fo r h er to deliver an invitation. 

President Bongo visited President Reagan in 
1981 in h is c a pac i t y as rotating president of 
the Organization o f African Unity. 

Mon t h o= July, 1987 at any convenient time 
f o r the Pre s ident . 

Ov al Office, Cabine t Room, Whi te Hou se Dining 
Room 

PARTICIPANTS: The Pr es ide nt , Vice President, Ch ie f o f 
Staff, Na tional Security Advi s or, Secretary 
of State , Pres ident Bongo and hi s entourage . 

OUTLINE OF EVENTS: Prefe rably working meeting and luncheon . 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Declassify on: OADR 

l 



eoNPIDENTIAt 

REMARKS REQUIRED: 

MEDIA COVERAGE: 

RECOMMENDED BY: 

OPPOSED BY: 

eoNE'lD..lffil !At' 
Declassify on: OADR 

-2-

Talking points for discussions and formal 
departure statement to be supplied by State 
Department and the NSC. 

Photo opportunity in Oval Office and coverage 
of departure statements (no questions 
allowed) . 

State Department, Dept. of Defense, CIA, NSC 

None 



;;:,oNF ID ini'i' I AI:i-

ACTION 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

June 16, 1987 

MEMORANDUM FOR GRANTS. GREEN, JR. 

FROM: HERMAN J. COHEN,\tt 

3184 
Add On 

SUBJECT: Schedule Proposal for President Bongo of Gabon 

As you know, I have been interested in finding a vacant slot for 
President Bongo of Gabon. He is high on State's list for a 
visit, but has been edged out for the rest of this year by Habre 
(Chad), and Babangida (Nigeria). I note from various discussions 
that July seems to have two vacancies. Hassan dropped out and 
Duarte has been moved to September /October . The attached 
schedule proposal requests that Bongo be inserted into one of the 
July vacancies. Maureen Reagan will be dining with Bongo in 
Libreville on June 29. It would be nice if she could deliver the 
invitation. 

MarA t ~'3_concurs. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign and forward the schedule proposal at Tab I. 

Attachment 

Tab I 

Approve 

Schedule Proposal 

Declassify on: OADR 

Disapprove 
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National Security Council 
The White House 

System I 

,,,.. 

~ 7 .J /Ii f / G p L' : 5 0 Package # 3 J 84, 
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lob Pearson 

Marybel latjer 

Grant Green 

Colin Powell 

Paul Thompson 

Frank C.rlucd 

Grant Green 

NSC Secretariat 

NSC Secretariat 

Situation lloom 

I • Information 

«: VP 

COMMENTS 

SEQUENCE TO HAS SEEN 

cL /dltC 
I ~ .r3c 

- 3- c7 
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D • Dispatch N • No further Action 

Should be seen by: ________ _ 
(Date/Time) 
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NSC/S PROFILE ID 8703184 
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TO GREEM FROM COHEN ~ f\~OCDATE 01 MAY 87 
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04 MAY 87 

COHEN 16 JUN 87 

KEYWORDS: GABON 

AP 

HS BONGO, OMAR 

SUBJECT: APPT REQUEST W/ PRES FOR PRES BONGO 8 OR 9 SEP 

ACTION: FOR SIGNATURE DUE: 19 JUN 87 STATUS X 

COMMENTS 
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FOR ACTION 

GREEN 
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ACTION OFFICER (S) ASSIGNED ACTION REQUIRED 

C ~, ,~ 61.t:-E<\. ~E\b sp i-o e.~Ar'\ 

DUE 

FILES WH 

FOR INFO 

( DR 

COPIES TO 

DISPATCH W/ATTCH FILE ---

10 



IEGRET 
Date ______ __ 

SW 

SCHEDULE PROPOSAL 

TO: 

FROM: 

REQUEST: 

PURPOSE: 

BACKGROUND: 

PREVIOUS 
PARTICIPATION: 

DATE AND TIME: 

LOCATION: 

PARTICIPANTS: 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

May 4, 1987 

FREDERICK J. RYAN, JR., 
Presidential Appointments and Scheduling 

GRANTS. GREE~ 

Office call (15 minutes) and photo 
opportunif y for President •c5mar Bongo of 
t e Repuo 1c of Gabon 

To offer courtesy to good friend of the 
United States who runs free enterprise 
system and has moderate pro-Western foreign 
policy in Africa. 

Bongo has been high on various lists for 
of=icial visit but has not made it because 
of worldwide demand. 

Had official visit with the President in 
July 1981 as Chairman of the Organization of 
African Unity . 

September 8 or 9, 1987. Bongo will be 
enroute home from a conference in Quebec. 
Anytime on those two days. 

Oval Office 

The President, ational Security Advisor, 
Secretary of State, President Bongo, Gabonese 
Ambassador. 

OUTLINE OF EVENTS: Fifteen minute meeting in Oval Office. First 
five minutes for photo opportunity. Ten 
minutes of bilateral discussion. 

REMARKS REQUIRED: 

MEDIA COVERAGE: 

RECOMMENDED BY: 

OPPOSED BY: 

Talking points for brief discussion. 

Photo opportunity in Oval Office. 

Department of State, NSC, CIA, Congressman 
Gray, and various U.S. business firms. 

None 

Bf 
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ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

FROM: 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

GRANTS. GREEN, JR. 

HERMAN J. COHEN~ 

May 1, 1987 

3184 
Add On 

SIGNED 

SUBJECT: Office Call by President Bongo of Gabon 

Following his attendance at a conference in Quebec, President 
Bongo of Gabon would like to pay an office call on President 
Reagan. Congressman Gray, and others, recommend this visit. 
A schedule proposal suggesting either September 8 or 9 is at Tab 
I. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the schedule proposal for Frederick J. Ryan at Tab 
I. 

Approve Disapprove 

Attachment 

Tab I Grant/Ryan Memo 
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ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

Dear Mr. Lee: 

I have been asked to reply on behalf of Secretary Shultz 
to your letter of April 20, 1987, recommending that President 
Bongo of Gabon be extended an invitation for an official visit 
to the United States. 

As one of Africa's longest serving leaders, 
President Bongo has guided his country on a pro-western, 
moderate course which has brought Gabon political stability and 
relative economic prosperity. The cooperation and goodwill 
which you note characterize your relations with the Government 
of Gabon are evidence of such a sound course. For this, and 
other reasons, we consider Gabon to be an important ally in the 
region. 

I appreciate your recommendation, and will keep it in mind 
in seeking an appropriate occasion for an official visit by 
President Bongo. 

Sincerely, 

Mr. William I. Lee, 
Triton Energy Corporation, 

1400 One Energy Square, 
4925 Greenville Avenue, 

Dallas, Texas. 

Chester A. Crocker 
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WILLIAM I. LEE 

Chairman of the Board 
and Chief Executive Officer 

The Honorable 
Ronald Reagan 
President 
of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Mr. President: 

TRITON 
(ENERGY CORPORATION) 

April 20, 1987 

It is our understanding that each year, two or three Heads of State 
from African Nations are invited to America as official guests of our 
government. For reasons stated below, we respectfully request that 
you consider invitin His Excellenc El Hadj Omar Bongo, Presiaent of 
Gabon, for an official State visit this year. 

Triton Energy Corporation was recently successful in obtaining a 
Petroleum Production Sharing Contract with Gabon. During our nego­
tiations we were impressed with the sincerity and professionalism of 
the government officials, and while staying in Gabon we observed an 
orderly and amiable populace, all of which we feel are a reflection of 
the good will and good governing of President Bongo's administration. 

Gabon, located in a strategic area of West Africa, has petroleum and 
mineral reserves of great importance and a citizenry eager to learn 
and acquire the skills and ability to develop these assets. Until 
recently, most of the development of these resources has been managed 
by companies of European origin participating with the government of 
Gabon, however, recently the government has exhibited a willingness if 
not a desire to share these investment opportunities with companies of 
other nations, and several U.S. based corporations are partaking in 
these new ventures. 

We believe the Gabonese would welcome a closer relationship with 
Americans, and we submit that this would be mutually rewarding. We 
have reason to believe that President Bongo, leader of the Gabonese 
for twenty years, would be pleased to accept your invitation to come 
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to America for an official State visit. Such an event would 
signify to all that a closer relationship between the people of our 
two great countries and their governments is a desired objective. 

For these reasons, we respectfully ask that you give every con­
sideration to extending an invitation to President Bongo at an early 
date. We understand there is to be a meeting this September in 
Ottawa, Canada, of all the French-speaking Heads of State. Possibly, 
a visit by President Bongo could be arranged preceding or following 
that meeting. We will be pleased to assist in these arrangements in 
any way possible, and specifically will have our corporate jet and 
crew available should it be needed, and will be pleased to host or 
assist with a dinner for President Bongo in the Washington area. We 
will greatly appreciate your effort. 

WIL/bcc 

Respectfully yours, 

TRITON ENERGY CORPORATION 

wa~ivt 
Chairman of the Board 
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