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MEMORANDUM FOR MR. WILLIAM P. CLARK
THE WHITE HOUSE

Subject: Letter from President Bongo inviting
Vice President Bush to visit Gabon

President Bongo wrote a letter dated May 11 to the
President, extending an invitation for Vice President Bush to
visit Gabon. Bongo states that he "learned with great satis-
faction of the proposed visit of Vice President Bush to
Equatorial Africa for visits to Cameroon and Zaire." He
further states that he "would be most happy to officially
receive Vice President Bush in Libreville during his trip to
our region, and to reaffirm the friendly relations of long
standing™ between the United States and Gabon. (Attached)

When the proposed trip by the Vice President was postponed,
subsequent to the date of this letter, instructions were sent
to all Ambassadors in African posts to respond to this and
similar inquiries by saying that there had been consideration
of a trip but that it has been postponed and no date has
been set. The Department therefore does not believe that
a reply by the President to the attached letter is necessary.
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Monsdieun Le Prnesident et Chen Amd,

Tnés sensible a L'inténet que votne grnand Pays porte au deuelfcovementd
et a £'evolution &conomique du continent agricain, nous avons appris,
avec satispaction, que Le Vici “nésddent Geonges BUSCH, se proposalt

d'effectuen un voyage en Agrnique Equatoniale au mods de Juin prochain
et de sejownen plus parnticulierement en Republique Unie du Cameroun

et au Zalre.

Vous connaissez mon soucd consiant de présenven et de développen Les
nelations prniviligiles qui unissent nos deux Pays dans un meme Ldéal
et dans une méme volont? de paix, et mon souhalt ardent de voirn nos
Liens de coopération se nenforcen et se diversdifilen dans tous Les
domaines, politiques, Cconomiques, scientipfiques et culturnels.

Dans cet espndt, nous serions tnes heureux de necevoir offdciellement
a Libreville Le Vice-Prnésident Geornges BUSCH, Lons de son prochain
voyage, qui se situe précisement dans notne zone géographique, et
congirmen ainss, de pagon eclatante, Les relations d'amitie dé4a
anciennes que nous avons Le désin commun de resserrnen et de
privilegien. ‘
Dans £'espoin que La presente Lnvitation recevra vothe agnément, fe
vouws prie d'aghéen, Monsieur Le Présddent et Chen Amd, L'expression
de ma %nes haute considérnation.

Mons<ewr Ronald REAGAN
Presdident des Etats-Unis d'Amérnique

(A QU TMTAM

EL Hadj Omar BONGO
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It will be readily apparent to you that a project so

ambitious, but obviously nec ary and timely, will incur heavy

¢¢ 1ses and ther for reqguire financial and technical
resources consistent with the desired results. You will easily
unc tand my int :‘est in having our gr¢ t ister Republic of
the United States of America assist us, by whatever means it
considers most appropriate, in 1 >lving this difficult problem
of transporting our permanent missions.

I wish to add that Minister Emile Mbot, who is the current
chairman of the CICIBA board of directors and enjoys the
confidence of all the signatory States of the constituent
convention of 1983, wishes to take advantage ¢ his visit to
the United States to establish direct relatior with scientific
and cultural foundations and institutions that may be
interested in the work of CICIBA and agree to assist it or to
participate in promoting the work programs in guestion.

Tt :efore I would be very grat Zul to you for any support
extended to him in connection with with this part of his
mission.

Hoping that Mr. Mbota's visit will be fully successful and
yi ld favorable results, and thanking you in advance, Mr.
Presic 1t and Dear Friend, for your kind attention to this
1 :t z, I express to you my warm regards and my very high 1d
fraternal consideration.

[Signature]

E1l Hadj Omar Bongo
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GABONESE REPUBLIC
UNION - LABOR - JUSTICE

The President of the Republic

Mr. President and Dear Friend,

This is with a lot of satisfaction that v have received from your Ambassador,
His Excellency Francis T. MAC NAMARA, the invitation to effect, in the follo
ing weeks, a working visit in your great Country, that your Government has
kindly directed to our Minister of the Arts of the Culture and of the Peopl 's
Education, Mr. Emile MBOT, and on that account, I express to you my very keen
and sincere than ks.

I am pleased of it more especially as it seems to me quite desirable that be
best known and appreciated, in particular of the high-ranked governmental,
scientific and cultural authorities of the United States of America, the g1 it
cultural and regional institution wh¢ 3 foundation I have provoked in 1982,

the International Center oi Bantu Civilization, known under the name of CICIBA.

This project which is intended to reach the inmense zone of Bantu peopling,
concerns tnen about 150 millions of inhabitants shared out between twenty-four
States, for instance, eleven of English language, nine of Frenchspeaking,
three of Portuguesespeaxking and one of Spanishspeaking.

From its very beginning, the Convention of founding of CICIBA has been approved
and signed by ten African states: Angola, Central Africa, Comores, Congo,
Gabon, Equatorial Guinea, Rwanda, Sao Tomé and Principe, Zaire, Zambia.

\
In the spirit of its founders, CICIBA presents an interest more especially
important that it has the merit of excluding the linguistic barriers and the |
administrative frontiers inherited from the colonial era and of surmounting the‘
obstacles due to the diversitv of the political forms of Government.

Among its various aims, scientific and cultural, one of the first has the |
tendency to develop and to coordinate the researches applied in the fields of
traditional pharmacology and of medecine, of demography and other human sciences

His Excellency Ronald REAGAN
Pre¢ ldent of the United State¢ of America

- . . ™
.
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It will have also for consequence to make of Libreville, our nation Capital,
a high place of African culture and a privileged cross-road of sub-saharan
Africa.

The formalities of the setting in plac of the Institution and its working
procedures having been defined in the best lapses of time, and of a common
agreement, CICIBA is now able to ¢ :ablish and to bring into play the :ienti-
fic program of the period 198¢ 986, which foresee , all maturally, in the
first place,a vast operation of documentary collection that should result

in the constitution of the greatest bank of cultural dat: on sub-saharan
Africa.

Priority should then be given, during a long »ell, to tlI missions of
prospection and of documentary research in the entirety of the Bantu zone.

You would not certainly overlook tl fact that such an ambitious project, but
for which the necessity and the opportunity seem obvious, imply highly finan-
cial expenses, therefore the financial and technical means to the measure of
the expected result.

You will then easily understand, Mr. President and 1 .r Friend, my concern to
¢ : the great Republic .ster of the United States of America help us, by the
means that it will deem the best fit to solve this delicate problem of
transportation of our permanent missions.

I wish to add that the Minister Emile MBOT, who is the acting Chairman of the
Board of Administration of CICIBA, and who enjoys of the unanimous trust of
the signatories States of the Cont 1tion constitutive of 1983, wishes to take
advantage of his stay in your Country to contact directly the scientific and
cultural foundations and institutions which might be interested in the works
of CICIBA and to accept to give help or to be payees in the promotion of the
schedule of works in question.

I would then be very grateful for the support which might be granted to him
for the accomplishment of this part of his mission.

Hoping that it will be put in concrete form by a complete success and by posi-
tive results, I thank you in advance, Mr. President and Dear Friend, of all
the benevolent attention that you have kindly granted to this pres 1t
correspondance, and I ask you to believe to the expression of my faithful
remembrance and of my highest and brotherly consideration.

E1l Hadj Omar BONGO
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Son Excellence Ronald REAGAN

Prnesident des Etat:
WASHTNRT NN

Monsieun £e Président et Chen Amd,

C'est avec beaucoup de satisfaction que nous avons requ de votre
Ambassadeur, Son Excellence Francis T. MAC NAMARA, £'inviftation

a effectuern, dans Les prochaines semaines, une visdite de trhavail
dans votre grand Pays, que votre Gouvernement a bien voulu
adressern a notre Ministrne des Arnts de La Culture et de £'Education
Populaire, M. Emile MBOT, et fe vous en exprime r  this vigs el
sincénes rneme/ ements.

Je m'en néjouis d'autant plus qu'il me paralt tout a fait
souhaltable que Aoif mieux connue et apprécice, noianmment des
hautes autornités gouvernementales, sclentifiques et culturnefles
des Etat: Inis d'Aménique, fa grande institution culiturelle
négionale dont §'al provoqué La chéation en 1982, £e Centre
International de Civilisation Bantwu, ~ . CICIBA.

Ce profet qui est desting a touchen L£'immense zone de y plement
bantu, concerne done environ 150 millions d'habitants hepartis
entre 24 Etats, so0it onze de Langue anglaise, neuf grancophones,
thods Lusophones et un hispanophone.

inis d'Amérique






Je vous serais done £ reconnaissant de L'appul qui powrrait Lul Etne
acconde poun La néalisation de cefte paritie de sa mission.

En esp ant que celle-cd se concrnétiserna pan un plein suceds et par des
nesultats positifs, fe vous remercie & £'avance, Monsleurn Le Présdident
et Chen Ami, de foute ~ biem Lante attfention que vous avez bien
voulu accornden a La p: __ente cornespondance, et fe vous prie de croire

L'expression de mon §idele soun wn et de ma thés haute et fraternelle
consLdération

EL Hadj Oman BONGO






























REMARKS REQUIF O:

1..OIA COVERAGE:

RECOMMENDED BY:

OPPOSED BY:

1 OAL..

Talking points for di :ussions and formal
departure st tement to be ipplied by State
Der :-tment and tb NSC.

Photo opportunity in Oval C and cov rac
of departure statements (no questions
allowed) .

State Department, Dept. of _:2fense, (71, NSC

None
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ANMAMT AN
MEMC_._.ANDUM FOR GRANT S. GREEN, JR.
FROM: HERMAN J. COHEI]
SUBJECT: Sct Jule Propc il for President Bongo of Gabon

? you know, I have been interested in finding a vacant slot for
President Bongo of Gabon. He is high on State's list for a
visit, but has been edged out for the rest of this year by Habre
(Chad), and Babangida (Nigeria). I note from various discussions
that July seems to have two vacancies. Hassan dropped out and
Duarte has been moved to September/October. The attached
schedule proposal 1 jJuests that Bongo be inserted into one of the
July vacancies. Maureen Reagan will be dining with Bongo in
Libreville on June 29. It would be nice if she could deliver the

invitation.

Ma: concurs.

Dt‘f‘f\lﬂlﬂENDATT/\\‘!

That you sign and forward the schedule proposal at Tab I.

Approve Disapprove

Attachment

Tab I Schedule Proposal

Declassify on: OADR
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Add On

May 1, 1987

ACMTMAN

MEMORANDUM FOR GRANT S. GREEN, JR.

FROM: HERMAN J. COHENf -

SUBJECT: Office Call by President Bongo of Gabon

Following his attendance at a conference in Quebec, President

E > of Gabon would like to pay an office call on President

I in. Congressman Gray, and otl :s, recommend this visit.

A schedule proposal suggesting either Septemk : 8 or 9 is at Tab
I.

REC(\MMU‘\TY\RI‘HION

That you sign the schedule proposal for Frederick J. Ryan at Tab
I.
s

Approve i Disapprove

Attachment

Tab I Grant/Ryan Memo





















T HE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE

REFERRAL
MAY 13, 1987
TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE
ACTION REQUESTED:
APPROPRIATE ACTION
SCRIPTION OF INCOMING:
ID: 478393
MEDIA: LETTER, DATED APRIL 20, 1987
TO: PRESIDENT REAGAN
FROM: MR. WILLIAM I. LEE

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD
TRITON ENERGY CORPORATION
1400-ONE ENERGY SQUARE
4925 GREENVILLE AVENUE
DALLAS TX 75206

SUBJECT: REQUESTS CONSIDERATION TO INVITE HIS
EXCELLENCY, EL HADJ OMAR BONGO, PRESIDENT Ol
GABON, FOR AN OFFICIAL STATE VISIT PRECEDING
OR FOLLOWING THE SEP 87 MEETING IN OTTAWA,
CANADA, OF ALL THE FRENCH-SPEAKING HEADS OF
STATE

PROM_. ' ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE
UNDERSIGNED AT 45¢ 7486.

-——~JRN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE
(OR DRAFT) TO:
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE, 20500

SALLY KELLEY
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE

8743610














