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Juv” 7 31, 1987
MEMORANDUM FOR SALLY KELLEY 7
FROM: GRANT S. GREEM 3R,
SUBJECT: Lett - to Claude S. Brinegar from Hov rd Baker

In his letter to Chief of Staff Baker, Mr. Brinegar recommended
that President Bongo of Gabon be invited for a state visit with
tl President.

As of July 31, this visit we¢ accomplist 1. _.ae draft reply at

Tab A reflects th: fact nd is approved for transmiti 1 to Mr.
Brinec =:.

Att chment

Tab A Letter to Mr. Brinegar
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Unocat Corporation
1201 West 5th Street, R O. Box 7600
Los Angeles, California 90051

NN ALy

June 24, 1987
Claude 8. Brinegar
Executive Vice President &
Chief Financial Officer

The Honorable Howard Baker
Chief of Staff to the President
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Howard:

In recent discussions with senior State Department
officials, it has come to my attention that it has been a
number of years sinc the 1 t official state visit by the
President of Gabon. I understand an opening exists for a visit
in July, and I strongly recommend that President Omar Bongo of
Gabon be extended this invitation.

Gabon has been very rec »>tive to U.S. business interests
and, although traditionally French in influence, has be 1
trying to expand it horizons to encourage American
investment. President Bongo's pro-U.S. stance has made him a
valuable ally in »>uthwest Africa, and it would be most
appropriate to encourage his continued friendship.

I realize many considerations enter into a decision such
as this, but I urge that serious consideration be given to
tendering an invitation to President Bongo. Such a visit would
certainly solidify and stimulate the good relationship now
existing between the Gabonese people and the people of the
Unit 1 States.

Sincerely,
/

Claude S. Brinegar
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Tab A
Tab B
Tab C
Tab D
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List of participants at Tab C.
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Press Pool in Oval Offic
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at Departure Stat

11:10 - 11:30 a.m.
11:30 - 11:40 a.m.

11:40 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.

12:15 - 1:30 p.m.
1:30 1:40 p.m.

nent

-zebrief - Oval 0Offic
Tete-te-tete and
Photo Opportunity -
Oval Office
Plenary Meeting -
Cabinet Room
Luncheon = Resic 1ce
Departure Statements -
Diplomatic Entrance

Secretary Shultz Memorandum to the President
Talking Points with 3 x 5 Cards
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July 27, 1987

MEMORANDUM FOR: The President

FROM:

SUBJECT:

I.

II.

@)

LITTAM

George P, Shultz

Visit of Gabonese President
Omar Bongo: July 30 - August 6, 1987

WD NNADTC NI D oT lmTf\\TC‘U'I:P CTAND?

Excellent bilateral relations. Bongo has wanted this
visit for years. He was delighted to receive the
invitation from your daughter, and will use this trip
to dramatize his close relationship with the U.S.

Bongo has steered a moderate, pro-Western foreign
policy since coming to power twenty years ago.

-- Played important role in Chadian national
reconciliation, helped shift African opinion
against Qadhafi, allowed French to use Gabon in

lpport of military assistance to Chad.

-- Quietly supports our policy in southern Africa.

nMN T TLITANIMD

Underscore that moderate, pro-Western policies pay
¢ 7idends by 1owing U.S. recognition of Bongo's
record of political stability and economic prosperity.

Express appreciation for the role Bongo has played to
encourage national reconciliation in Chad and promote
peace in the region.

Accord Bongo resy :tful public treatment as an
international statesman to enhance his prestige and
maintain his quiet support for our policies.

Spotlight U.S. investment in Gabon to emphasize
constructive role of U.S. busines 1in Africa.

Encourage Gabon to adhere to IMF prescriptions to
adjust fiscal policies to oil price drop and to
diversify economy.

ey
DECL: OADR b



III.

Iv.
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Use visit to dramatize t "5 close relatior 1ip with
the U.S.

- As concrete evidence, initial a Bilateral
Investment Treaty (BIT) and sign a Debt
Rescheduling Agreement while in Washington,

Enhance his international stature and prestige in
Africa by showing he is taken seriously by the
President of the United States.

Push for increased military assistance; ask for a
developnent assistance program,

- Gabon wants FMS credits for trucks, Jjeeps and
rifles; and more IMET,

-- Thus far, Gabon's high per capita income
($3,000) has made it ineligible for U.S.
development aid.

Request U.S. help in securing favorable terms from
the IMF for Gabon's economic adjustment program.

MAANT DT IFLIIE\IFD?

Praise Bongo by publicly acknowledging him as a
leader who has been friendly toward the U.S. and
given his country political stability and relative
economic prosperity.

Confirm Bongo's quiet support of our policy in
southern Africa.

Show our commitment to help Gabon through difficu’ "
economic times by our willingness to sign Debt
Rescheduling Agreement and initial an ~7? »~farandnm
BIT text.

-- Stress importance of economic adjustment program
and IMF agreement,

-- Underscore need to diversify economy to guard
against oil price swing effects.

- Urge Gabonese to follow market-directed economic
policies as the best way to attract mor U.S.
investors.












DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE: GABON'S PER CAPITA INCOME
TOO HIGH TO "QUALIFY" _JOR A USAID PROGRAM.
NEVERTHELESS, WE WAL.. TO BE HELPFUL: WE HAVE A
LONG HISTORY OF PEACE CORPS ACTIVITY IN GABON. WE
WILL BE SIGNING A BILATERAL DEBT RESCL_JULING
AGREEMENT. AND WE WANT TO WORK WITH YOU ON TRAL..

AND INVESTMENT MATTERS.
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President £1 Hadj Omar Bongo
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July 27, 1987
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MEMORANDUM FOR FRANK C. CARLUCCI 2

FROM: HERMAN J. COHEN%EE’

SUBJEC_: -riefing Papers for the President's Meeting

with Pre¢ ident Bongo of Gabon, July 31, 1987

This will not be a visit with major problems such as Kenya's
human rights violations or Chad's request for STINGERS. Thanks
to o0il, manganese, and a pro-free enterprise policy, Gabon is the
richest country in Africa on a per capita basis. Bongo has taken
care of his people fairly well and has invest 1 wisely. On the
other hand, oil prices and the dollar are currently both down
which is producing austerity in Gabon and rightly causing Bongo
to worry about the future.

Bongo's main objective is to gi¢ "1 the prestige of a White House
visit with the Pres "lent. We can take advantage of that to thank
him for his backing on several foreign policy issues, such as
Chad, to probe him on African questions imn iiately after this
week's OAU summit conference, and to support his quest for more
U.S. private investment.

Marybel %qﬁéer concurs.

RECNHAMMETAINAMTAN

That you sign the memorandi to the President at Tab I.

Approve _ Disapprove
Attachments
Tab I Your Memorandum to the President
Tab A Secretary Shultz Memorandum to the President
Tab B Talking Points with 3 x 5 Cards
Tab C List of Participants
Tab D Bio
Tab II Incoming Correspondence
C AL

_:D—C\,J.UDDJ.L_Y _O—n: OADR
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- This visit symbolizes the traditional friendship
between Gabon and the U.S., and underscores our esteem for you.

- For twenty years, you have presided over political
stability and economic prosperity in Gabon - this is a
remarkable tribute to your ability to govern.

- The wise and prudent course you have charted at home
and abroad sets an encouraging example for other nations which
wish to pursue their economic and social development in peace.

-= We respect and appreciate the important role you are
playing in behalf of national reconciliation in Chad, and your
promotion of peace throughout the region through your bilateral
relationships and in multilateral councils, including the OAU.

f‘f'\k'lmTP'”’TE‘ﬁ aTInDHNTYM 'l'\f\q U [ad DNT Trv TN ALD T{"]\

- Gabon and the U.S. clearly share a basic interest in
and commitment to peace and economic progress in Africa.

- We have been heartened by the similarity of views
between Gabon and the U.S., including the need for a peaceful
resolution of the great problems of South and southern Africa.

- We look forward to continued consultation and
political cooperation with you in the future.

-= You have been deeply involved in Chadian national
reconciliation and, as chairman of the OAU Ad Hoc Committee on
the Chad-Libya Border Dispute, you recently hosted a meeting of
the Ad Hoc Committee in Libreville., How do you think Qadhafi
will pursue his political and territorial ambitions in the
aftermath of his defeat? What steps do you think the Chadians
will take in regard to the Aozou Strip?

-= You have just come from the OAU Summit in Addis Ababa,
what is your analysis of current African views on the situation
in southern Africa, especially Angola and South Africa?

K
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- Congratulations on the determined, responsible fashion
in which Gabon has faced up to its recent economic challenges.

- For Gabon to maintain tl economic prosperity which
has made it the envy of Africa, it must stick to its economic
adjustment program and diversify its economy.

- We support your efforts to attract U.S., investment to
Gabon. A stable, favorable investment climate with minimal
government intervention in the economy will encourage American
businessmen to invest in Gabon.

- Africa's economic crisis has been an issue of concern
and discussion within the OAU. How was the issue addressed
during the OAU Summit, and what steps will African nations be
taking to cope with the crisis?

nm c TANANAMT A AR MTT TMATY PC‘C‘TC‘I’NRR'{(‘D { TDO DArToDnN)

- We are sympathetic to your desire to strengthen your
defense capabilities and to begin a development assistance
program in Gabon.

-= Because of our own budgetary constraints, we cannot
promise a renewal of foreign military sales credits; however,
we are talking to Congress in this regard.

-= Besides our budget limitations, Gabon's per capita
income is still so high that we cannot begin a USAID assistance
program. Nevertheless, we do want to be helpful, as shown by
the long history of Peace Corps activity in Gabon.

-— In addition, I am pleased that we are able now to sign
our Bilateral Debt Rescheduling Agreement and initial a
Bilateral Investment Treaty (BIT).
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President El1 Hadj Omar Bongo has been a very welcome guest
at the White House, a long overdue visitor who has given us a
chance to return the generous hospitality he has personally
accorded to so many representatives of this and earlier
administrations.

For twenty years, President Bongo has led his country in an
era of stability and progress. Under his leadership, Gabon has
consistently encouraged tne peaceful settlement of regional
disputes through reason, dialogue and moderation. Fittingly,
President Bongo was asked by the Organization of African Unity
(OAU) to chair its ad hoc committee for a resolution of the
situation in Chad. He has carried out his responsibilities
with distinction and has spared no effort to facilitate a
peaceful end to the dispute. 1In the United Nations and the
OAU, Gabon has sought to have us all remember that the
fundamental goal of Africa today is development for the welfare
of its peoples, and that a fundamental challenge for Africa's
friends and partners is to cooperate towards that goal.

The United States and Gabon concur profoundly in those
views. That is why we have enjoyed a relationship of unbroken

friendship and cooperation for the past two decades. This
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relationship has served our country well, It has provided us
the continuing counsel of a greatly experienced international
statesman. Equally important, it has helped underscore the
value of America's political, economic and development ties
with Africa.

President Bongo and I found ourselves in harmony on the key
issues that confront Africa today. Economic policy reform,
which is the best hope for growth, self-sufficiency and full
economic sovereignty, must proceed. The U.S. has encouraged
this new trend in Africa concretely through special aid funds
and increased contributions to the international financial
institutions that are heavily engaged in Africa. Gabon is
contributing as well by setting an example in taking difficult
reform steps on its own and in coordination with the IMF. We
admire this effort and wish President Bongo great success in
its implementation. For our own part, we have just brought to
conclusion a bilateral debt rescheduling agreement with Gabon.
We have also taken steps to promote increased U.S. investment
in Gabon.

President Bongo and I reviewed the situation in southern

Africa from the perspective of our deeply shared conviction




_3_
that negotiated, peaceful solutions to the disputes that
afflict that region -- and to the atrocity known as apartheid
-- are urgently needed and clearly possible. We are committed
to nurturing among all those involved the political will to set
the region on a corrected course.

Much of Africa is coming to the end of a decade of
decision, a period in which it will have made fundamental
choices which will determine whether it can look to the future
with confidence about its economic, political and social
prospects, and even about the health of its peoples. The U.S.
must stana unequivocally by the side of Africa, with our
counsel, our friendship and our assistance, as those choices
are made. I will make every effort to see that we do so, and
am heartened that the U.S. has the cooperative encouragement of

a friend like President Bongo.
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July 2., 1987

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. FRANK C. CARLUCCI
THE WHITE HC 3E

SUBJECT: Proposed Stat Department and Gabonese Participants
in White House Events, July 31, 1987

As requested, we hereby forv rd to you a list ¢ the
proposed State Department and Gabonese participants in the
President's meeting and lunch with Gabones President Bongo on
July 31, 1987.

~

/EZ// f/5/7
Mef%tgﬂlegffz?;fa/
Execu¥ive Secretary

ATTACHMENT: 1

As stated.

DECL: O R
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PROPOSED STATE DEPARTMENT AND GABO?!
IN WHITE HOUSE EVENTS, JULY 31, 1987

MMOC_DDTOD AR DDRCTNHWAIM

State: 1. Secretary George P. Shultz
2. Assistant Secretary Ch ster A. Crocker
3. Ambassador Larry C. Williamson
MODDODMT AN/ ANT T]"'}\‘(,‘H T‘T:rmr-r MAMATYANMTIAT MM T TNHNTAIM DANTN
State: . Secretary George P. Shultz

1

2. Assistant Secretary Chester A. Crocker

3. Ambassador Larry C. Williamson

4 Deputy Assistant Secretary Kenneth L. Brown

Gabon: 1. H.E. Omar Bongo, President of the Gabonese

Republic, Head of State

2. H.E. Martin Bongo, Minister of Foreign
Affairs

3. H. E. Jean-Robert Odzaga, Ambassador
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to the
U.S.A,

4, H.E. Jean-Francois Ntoutoume Emane, Minister

of State, Minister of Commerce and
Technological Transfer

5. H.E. Jean-Pierre Lemoumba-Lepandou, Minister
of Finance and Budget

6. H.E. Pascal Nze, Minister of Planning and
Economy

7. H.E. Ali Ben Bongo, Personal Representative

of the President of the Republic
8. H.E. Jean Ping, Chief of Staff to the
President of the Republic
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July 22, 1987
MEMORANDUM FOR MR. FRANK C. CARLUCCI
THE WHITE HOUSE
SUBJECT: Briefing Materials for the President's Meeting with

Gabonese President Bongo, July 31, 1987

As requested, we hereby forward to you the following
briefing material for the President's use in his meeting and
lunch with Gabonese President Bongo on July 31, 1987:

1. Talking Points for the President

2, Departure Statement for the President

. &/
’ /M
Melvwv Levits

Executive Secretary

Attachments: 2

As stated

DECL:0ADR













































July 21, 1987

). _AORANDUM FOR __ANT GREEN
FROM: LINDA _ AULK!._R
FOH Coffee for tI Daughters of

President Bor _> of Gabon

Mrs. Reagan is pleased to host a coffee for the
daughters and daughter-in-law of President Bongo of
Gabon at 11:00 a.m. on Friday, July 31.

We will await a suggested guest list from you. Many
thanks.
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