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' Ths TE‘resida.m nAs . J/ s
(zig;l\f (Rohrabacher/ARD)
\ July 28, 1987
5:00 p.m.
PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: PRESTDENT BONGO OF GABON
DEPALl._Jl._ STATEMENT
FRIDAY, JULY 31, 1987

Pr sident El1 Hadj Omar Bongo has been a very welcome gue :
at tt White House. This has been a long awaited visit that has
giv 1 us a chance to return tt generous hospitality President
Bongo ¢ rsonally accorded to so many representatiy s of this and
earlier administrations.

For 20 years, President Bongo has led his country in an era
of :ability and progress. Under his leadership, Gabon has
consistently encouraged the peaceful settlement of regional
disputes, siding with reason, dialc _ e, and moderation over
bloodshed, war, and terror. Recognizing this, the Orc¢ 1iization
of African Unity asked President Bongo to help find a solution to
the conflict in Chad.

Presi¢ 1t Bongo has been a champion of African development
and has worked tirelessly for the welfare of its peoples. The
United States and Gabon enjoy clc cooperation in the effort to
achieve these noble goals. We have enjos 1 a positive and
friendly relationship for the past two decac¢ 3, a relationship
that has served both our countries well. I've gr atly valued
President Bongo's advice and counsel »>r 1ing America's role in
Africa's political and economic development.

Today, President Bongo and I found ourselves in harmony
about many of the key issues that confront Africa. We agreed
that economic reform, which is the best hope for growth,

self-sufficiency, and full economic sovereignty, must proceed.
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July 28, 1987

AMAMTNAN

)  RANDUM FOR GRANT S. GREEN, JR.
FROM: HERMAN J. COHEN k@

SUBJECT: President Bongo of Gabon - Departure Statement

The speechwriters have incorporated our sugge :ions in their

1 7ised draft (Tab A). I recommend clearing but deleting the
final sentence. It is excessively sentimental, and premature in
any ¢ se, since Bongo won't leave Washington until aft : his

other meetings next w :2k.

Mawég;ngftié& concurs.

'D'I:‘r‘nMMEMn AMT NN

That you sign the memorandum to Tony Dolan at Tab I.

Approveé%;f Disapprove

Prepared by:
Alison P. Rosenberg

Att zhments
Tab T Gre 1/Dolan Memorandum

Tab A Draft Departure Stat aent


















