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PRESIDENT EL HADJ OMAR BONGO HAS BEEN 

A VERY WELCOME GUEST AT THE WHITE HOUSE, 

THIS HAS BEEN A LONG AWAITED VISIT THAT HAS 

GIVEN US A CHANCE TO RETURN THE GENEROUS 
HOSPITALITY PRESIDENT BONGO PERSONALLY 

ACCORDED TO SO MANY REPRESENTATIVES OF THIS 

AND EARLIER ADMINISTRATIONS, 
FOR 20 YEARS, PRESIDENT BONGO HAS LED 

HIS COUNTRY IN AN ERA OF STA 
PROGRESS, UNDER HIS LEADERSHIP, GABON HAS 

CONSISTENTLY ENCOURAGED THE PEACEFUL 
SETTLEMENT OF REGIONAL DISPUTES,/ SID I NG WI TH 
REASON, DIALOGUE, AND MODERATION OYER 

,,-------- -i 
BLOODSHED, WAR, AND TERROR, RECOGNIZING 

THIS, THE ORGANIZATION OF AFRICAN UNITY 

ASKED PRESIDENT BONGO TO HELP FIND 
A SOLUTION TO THE CONFLICT IN CHAD, 
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, 
PRESIDENT BONGO HAS BEEN A CHAMPION 

OF AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT/AND HAS WORKED 
TIRELESSLY FOR THE WELFARE OF HIS PEOPLE AND 

ALL AFRICANS. THE UNITED STATES AND GABON 
HAVE COOPERATED CLOSELY IN THE EFFORT TO 
ACHIEVE THESE NOBLE GOALS. WE HAVE ENJOYED 
A POSITIVE AND FRIENDLY RELATIONSHIP FOR THE 

PAST TWO DECADES/A RELATIONSHIP THAT HAS 
SERVED BOTH OUR COUNTRIES WELL.)I'VE 
GREATLY VALUED PRESIDENT BONGO'S ADVICE AND 

COUNSEL CONCERNING AMERICA's ROLE IN 

AFRICA'S POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. 
TODAY, PRESIDENT BONGO AND I FOUND 

OURSELVES IN HARMONY ABOUT MANY OF THE KEY 

ISSUES THAT CONFRONT AFRICA. WE AGREED THAT 
ECONOMIC REFORM, WHICH IS THE BEST HOPE FOR 
GROWTH, SELF-SUFFICIENCY, AND FULL ECONOMIC 

__ SOVEREIGNTY, MUST PROCEEDJTHE U.S. HAS 
ENCOURAGED REFORM THROUGH SPECIAL AID FUNDS 
AND INCREASED CONTRIBUTIONS TO INTERNATIONAL 
FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS. 
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GABON IS CONTRIBUTING, AS WELL, BY SETTING 

AN EXAMPLE/TAKING POSITIVE STEPS TOWARD 

REFORM ON ITS OWNflND IN COORDINATION WITH 
THE I,M,F, WE ADMIRE THIS COMMITMENT AND 

WISH PRESIDENT BONGO GREAT SUCCESS, 

FOR OUR OWN PART, WE WILL SOON 
BE SIGNING A BILATERAL DEBT RESCHEDULING 

AGREEMENT WITH GABON, fu,s, INVESTORS 
~ 

HAVE HAD A FAVORABLE EXPERIENCE IN GABON, 
PRESIDENT BONGO IS WORKING TO MAKE THE 

INVESTMENT CLIMATE EVEN MORE ATTRACTIVE/ 

AND WE ARE WORKING WITH HIM TO PROMOTE 
INCREASED U.S. INVESTMENT THERE, 

PRESIDENT BONGO AND I ALSO REVIEWED THE 

SITUATION IN SOUTHERN AFRICA, IWE SHARE 
~ CONVICTION THAT NEGOTIATED, PEACEFUL 

SOLUTIONS TO THE DISPUTES THAT AFFLICT THAT 
. REGION ARE URGENTLY NEEDED AND CLEARLY 

POSSIBLE.f THE EVIL OF APARTHEID IS NO 
EXCEPTION, 
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PRESIDENT BONGO AND I ARE COMMITTED 

TO WORKING TOGETHER/ALONG WITH OTHER 
AFRICAN LEADERS OF GOODWILL/ TO SET 

THE REGION ON A PEACEFUL COURSE, 

THE UNITED STATES WILL CONTINUE 
TO STAND UNEQUIVOCALLY BY THE SIDE OF 
AFRICA, WITH OUR COUNSEL/ OUR FRIENDSHIP/ __ 

AND OUR ASSISTANCE, CONSTRUCTIVE MEETINGS, 
LIKE THE ONE I HELD TODAY WITH PRESIDENT 
BONGO) BOLSTER THAT COMMITMENT JI WAS VERY - --

....__ MUCH HEARTENED BY OUR DISCUSSIONSfoND 

PLEASED TO HAVE PRESIDENT BONGO AS OUR 
GUEST, 

# # # 
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The President has seen _..L71-1-l~5~0:__--

( Rohr abache r /ARD) 
July 28, 1987 
5:00 p.m. 

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: PRESIDENT BONGO OF GABON 
DEPARTURE STATEMENT 
FRIDAY, JULY 31, 1987 

President El Hadj Omar Bongo has been a very welcome guest 

at the White House. This has been a long awaited visit that has 

given us a chance to return the generous hospitality President 

Bongo personally accorded to so many representatives of this and 

earlier administrations. 

For 20 years, President Bongo has led his country in an era 

of stability and progress. Under his leadership, Gabon has 

consistently encouraged the peaceful settlement of regional 

disputes, siding with reason, dialogue, and moderation over 

bloodshed, war, and terror. Recognizing this, the Organization 

of African Unity asked President Bongo to help find a solution to 

the conflict in Chad. 

President Bongo has been a champion of African development 

and has worked tirelessly for the welfare of its peoples. The 

United States and Gabon enjoy close cooperation in the effort to 

achieve these noble goals. We have enjoyed a positive and 

friendly relationship for the past two decades, a relationship 

that has served both our countries well. I've greatly valued 

President Bongo's advice and counsel concerning America's role in 

Africa's political and economic development. 

Today, President Bongo and I found ourselves in harmony 

about many of the key issues that confront Africa. We agreed 

that economic reform, which is the best hope for growth, 

self-sufficiency, and full economic sovereignty, must proceed. 
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The U.S. has encouraged reform through special aid funds and 

increased contributions to international financial institutions. 

Gabon is contributing, as well, by setting an example, taking 

positive steps toward reform on its own and in coordination with 

the I.M.F. We admire this commitment and wish President Bongo 

great success. 

For our own part, we will soon be signing a bilateral debt 

rescheduling agreement with Gabon. U.S. investors have had a 

favorable experience in Gabon. President Bongo is working to 

make the investment climate even more attractive, and we are 

working with him to promote increased U.S. investment there. 

President Bongo and I also reviewed the situation in 

southern Africa. We share the conviction that negotiated, 

peaceful solutions to the disputes that afflict that region are 

urgently needed and clearly possible. The evil of apartheid is 

no exception. President Bongo and I are committed to working 

together, along with other African leaders of goodwill, to set 

the region on a peaceful course. 

The United States will continue to stand unequivocally by 

the side of Africa, with our counsel, our friendship, and our 

assistance. Constructive meetings, like the one I held today 

with President Bongo, bolster that commitment. I was very much 

heartened by our discussions and pleased to have President Bongo 

as our guest. 



Document No. ---------

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

DATE: 07/ 29/ 87 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: PRESIDENT BONGO OF GABON 

DEPARTURE STATEMENT 

( 0 7 28 5 : 00 . m. draft) 

ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT □ CD,/ FITZWATER 

BAKER □ [u/' GRISCOM 

DUBERSTEIN □ ~ HENKEL 

MILLER-OMB □ □ HOBBS 

BALL □ ~ KING 

BAUER □ □ MASENG 

CARLUCCI □ o/" RISQUE 

CRIBB □ □ RYAN 

CRIPPEN □ □ SPRINKEL 

CULVAHOUSE □ a/ TUTTLE 

DAWSON OP ✓s DOLAN 

DONATELLI □ □ 

REMARKS: 
The attached h as been forwarded to the President. 

RESPONSE: 

ACTION FYI 

□ tJ,...-

□ [].,/ 

□ 

□ □ 

□ □ 

□ □ 

□ ~ 
□ □ 

□ □ 

□ [IJ 

□ 

□ □ 

Rhett Dawson 
Ext.2702 



(Rohrabacher/ARD) 
July 28, 1987 
5:00 p.m. 

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: PRESIDENT BONGO OF GABON 
DEPARTURE STATEMENT 
FRIDAY, JULY 31, 1987 

President El Hadj Omar Bongo has been a very welcome gue?t 

at the White House. This has been a long awaited visit that has 

given us a chance to return the generous hospitality President 

Bongo personally accorded to so many representatives of this and 

earlier administrations. 

For 20 years, President Bongo has led his country in an era 

of stability and progress. Under his leadership, Gabon has 

consistently encouraged the peaceful settlement of regional 

disputes, siding with reason, dialogue, and moderation over 

bloodshed, war, and terror. Recognizing this, the Organization 

of African Unity asked President Bongo to help find a solution to 

the conflict in Chad. 

President Bongo has been a champion of African development 

and has worked tirelessly for the welfare of its peoples. The 

United States and Gabon enjoy close cooperation in the effort to 

achieve these noble goals. We have enjoyed a positive and 

friendly relationship for the past two decades, a relationship 

that has served both our countries well. I've greatly valued 

President Bongo's advice and counsel concerning America's role in 

Africa's political and economic development. 

Today, President Bongo and I found ourselves in harmony 

about many of the key issues that confront Africa. We agreed 

that economic reform, which is the best hope for growth, 

self-sufficiency, and full economic sovereignty, must proceed. 
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The U.S. has encouraged reform through special aid funds and 

increased contributions to international financial institutions. 

Gabon is contributing, as well, by setting an example, taking 

positive steps toward reform on its own and in coordination with 

the I.M.F. We admire this commitment and wish President Bongo 

great success. 

For our own part, we will soon be signing a bilateral debt 

rescheduling agreement with Gabon. U.S. investors have had a 

favorable experience in Gabon. President Bongo is working to 

make the investment climate even more attractive, and we are 

working with him to promote increased U.S. investment there. 

President Bongo and I also reviewed the situation in 

southern Africa. We share the conviction that negotiated, 

peaceful solutions to the disputes that afflict that region are 

urgently needed and clearly possible. The evil of apartheid is 

no exception. President Bongo and I are committed to working 

together, along with other African leaders of goodwill, to set 

the region on a peaceful course. 

The United States will continue to stand unequivocally by 

the side of Africa, with our counsel, our friendship, and our 

assistance. Constructive meetings, like the one I held today 

with President Bongo, bolster that commitment. I was very much 

heartened by our discussions and pleased to have President Bongo 

as our guest. 



Document No. ---------

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

DATE: 
07/29/87 

ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: PRESIDENT BONGO OF GABON 

DEPARTURE STATEMENT 

( 0 7 28 5:00 .m. draft) 

ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT □ [SJ/" FITZWATER 

BAKER □ ~ GRISCOM 

DUBERSTEIN □ ~ HENKEL 

MILLER- 0MB □ □ HOBBS 

BALL □ ~ KING 

BAUER □ □ MASENG 

CARLUCCI □ ~ RISQUE 

CRIBB □ □ RYAN 

CRIPPEN □ □ SPRINKEL 

CULVAHOUSE - ~ ct' TUTTLE 

DAWSON OP ✓s DOLAN 

DONATELLI □ □ 

REMARKS: 
The attached has been forwarded to the President. 

RESPONSE: 

... 

ACTION FYI 

□ 0----
□ [LY" 

□ 

□ □ 

□ □ 

□ □ 

□ ~ 

□ □ 

□ □ 

□ [] 

□ 

□ □ 

Rhett Dawson 
Ext.2702 
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Document No. --------

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

DATE : 7/28/87 ACTlON/CONCURRENCE/COMMENTOUEBY: 12:00 NOON 7/29/87 

SUBJECT: REMARKS: PRESIDENT BONGO OF GABON 
DEPARTURE STATEMENT 

ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT □ ~ FITZWATER 

BAKER □ ~ GRISCOM vp_. 
DUBERSTEIN □ 6JI' HENKEL 

MILLER-OMB □ □ HOBBS 

BALL at:_ ~ □ KING 

BAUER □ □ MASENG 

CARLUCCI~~ &Y □ RISQUE 

CRIBB □ □ RYAN 

CRIPPEN □ □ SPRINKEL 

CULVAHOUS tS(' □ TUTTLE 

DAWSON OP (9SS DOLAN 

DONATELLI □ □ 

REMARKS: 
Please give your comments directly to Tony Dolan with 

ACTION FYI 

□ ~ 

~ D 

9"' D 

□ □ 

□ □ 

□ □ 

~ D 

□ D 

□ □ 

D D 

D o/ 
D □ 

an info copy to my office by noon Wednesday, July 29th. 

RESPONSE: 

Rhett Dawson 
Ext. 2702 



(Rohrabacher/ARD) 
July 28, 1987 
1:00 p.m. 

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: PRESIDENT BONGO OF GABON 
DEPARTURE STATEMENT 
FRIDAY, JULY 31, 1987 

President El Hadj Omar Bongo has been a very welcomed guest 

at the White House. This has been a long overdue visit which has 

given us a chance to return the generous hospitality President 

Bongo~ ersonally~ ccorded to so many representatives of this and 

earlier administrations. 

For 20 years, President Bongo has led his country in an era 

of stability and progress. Under his leadership, Gabon has 

consistently encouraged the peaceful settlement of regional 

disputes, sided with reason, dialogue, and moderation over 

bloodshed, war, and terror. Recognizing this, the Organization 

of African Unity asked President Bongo to help find a solution to 

the conflict in Chad. 

President Bongo has been a champion of African development 

and has worked tirelessly for the welfare of its peoples. The 

United States and Gabon enjoy close cooperation in the effort to 

achieve these noble goals. We have enjoyed a positive and 

friendly relationship for the past two decades, a relationship 

that has served both our countries well. I've greatly valued 

President Bongo's advice and counsel concerning America's role in 

Africa's political and economic development. 

Today, President Bongo and I found ourselves in harmony 

about many of the key issues that confront Africa. We agreed 

that economic reform, which is the best hope for growth, 

self-sufficiency, and full economic sovereignty, must proceed. 
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The U.S. has encouraged reform through special aid funds and 

increased contributions to international financial institutions. 

Gabon is contributing, as well, by setting an example, taking 

positive steps toward reform on its own and in coordination with 

the I.M.F. We admire this commitment and wish President Bongo 

great success. 

For our own part, we will soon be signing a bilateral debt 

rescheduling agreement with Gabon. U.S. investors have had a 

favorable experience in Gabon. President Bongo is working to 

make the investment climate even more attractive, and we are 

working with him to promote increased U.S. investment there. 

President Bongo and I also reviewed the situation in 

southern Africa. We share the conviction that negotiated, 

peaceful solutions to the disputes that afflict that ~egion are 

urgently needed and clearly possible. The evil of apartheid is 

no exception. President Bongo and I are committed to working 

together, along with other African leaders of goodwill, to set 

the region on a peaceful course. 

The United States will continue to stand unequivocally by 

the side of Africa, with our counsel, our friendship, and our 

assistance. Constructive meetings, like the one I held today 

with President Bongo, bolster that commitment. I was very much 

heartened by our discussions. 

President Bongo, it was a pleasure to have you as our guest. 

I wish you Godspeed on the rest of your journey. 
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(Rohrabacher/ARD) 
July 28, 1987 
1:00 p.m. 

PRESIDENT BONGO OF GABON 
DEPARTURE STATEMENT 
FRIDAY, JULY 31, 1987 

President El Hadj Omar Bongo has been a very welcomed guest 

at the White House. This has been a long overdue visit which has 

given us a chance to return the generous hospitality President 

Bongo personally accorded to so many representatives of this and 

earlier administrations. 

For 20 years, President Bongo has led his country in an era 

of stability and progress. Under his leadership, Gabon has 

consistently encouraged the peaceful settlement of regional 

disputes, sided with reason, dialogue, and moderation over 

bloodshed, war, and terror. Recognizing this, the Organization 

of African Unity asked President Bongo to help find a solution to 

the conflict in Chad. 

President Bongo has been a champion of African development 

and has worked tirelessly for the welfare of its peoples. The 

United States and Gabon enjoy close cooperation in the effort to 

achieve these noble goals. We have enjoyed a positive and 

friendly relationship for the past two decades, a relationship 

that has served both our countries well. I've greatly valued 

President Bongo's advice and counsel concerning America's role in 

Africa's political and economic development. 

Today, President Bongo and I found ourselves in harmony 

about many of the key issues that confront Africa. We agreed 

that economic reform, which is the best hope for growth, 

self-sufficiency, and full economic sovereignty, must proceed. 
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The U.S. has encouraged reform through special aid funds and 

increased contributions to international financial institutions. 

Gabon is contributing, as well, by setting an example, taking 

positive steps toward reform on its own and in coordination with 
. 

the I.M.F. We admire this commitment and wish President Bongo 

great success. 

For our own part, we will soon be signing a bilateral debt 

rescheduling agreement with Gabon. U.S. investors have had a 

favorable experience in Gabon. President Bongo is working to 

make the investment climate even more attractive, and we are 

working with him to promote i ncreased U.S. investment there. 

President Bongo and I also reviewed the situation in 

southern Africa. We share the conviction that negotiated, 

peaceful solutions to the disputes that afflict that region are 

urgently needed and clearly possible. The evil of apartheid is 

no exception. President Bongo and I are committed to working 

together, along with other African leaders of goodwill, to set 

the region on a peaceful course. 

The United States will continue to stand unequivocally by 

the side of Africa, with our counsel, our friendship, and our 

assistance. Constructive meetings, like the one I held today 

with President Bongo, bolster that commitment. I was very much 

heartened by our discussions. 

President Bongo, it was a pleasure to have you as our guest. 

I wish you Godspeed on the rest of you r journey. 
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(Rohrabacher/ARD} 
) July 28, 1987 

1:00 p.m. 

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: PRESIDENT BONGO OF GABON 
DEPARTURE STATEMENT 

J ; FRIDAY, JULY 31, 1987 

President El Hadj Omar Bongo has been a very welcomed guest 

at the White House. This has been a long overdue visit which has 

given us a chance to return the generous hospitality President 

Bongo personally accorded to so many representatives of this and 

earlier administrations. 

For 20 years, President Bongo has led his country in an era 

of stability and progress. Under his leadership, Gabon has 

consistently encouraged the peaceful settlement of regional 

disputes, sided with reason, dialogue, and moderation over 

bloodshed, war, and terror. Recognizing this, the Organization 

of African Unity asked President Bongo to help find a solution to 

the conflict in Chad. 

President Bongo has been a champion of African development 

and has worked tirelessly for the welfare of its peoples. The 

United States and Gabon enjoy close cooperation in the effort to 

achieve these noble goals. We have enjoyed a positive and 

friendly relationship for the past two decades, a relationship 

that has served both our countries well. I've greatly valued 

President Bongo's advice and counsel concerning America's role in 

Africa's political and economic development. 

Today, President Bongo and I found ourselves in harmony 

about many of the key issues that confront Africa. We agreed 

that economic reform, which is the best hope for growth, 

self-sufficiency, and full economic sovereignty, must proceed. 
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The U.S. has encouraged reform through special aid funds and 

increased contributions to international financial institutions. 

Gabon is contributing, as well, by setting an example, taking 

positive steps toward reform on its own and in coordination with 

the I.M.F. We admire this commitment and wish President Bongo 

great success. 

For our own part, we will soon be signing a bilateral debt 

rescheduling agreement with Gabon. U.S. investors have had a 

favorable experience in Gabon. President Bongo is working to 

make the investment climate even more attractive, and we are 

working with him to promote increased U.S. investment there. 

President Bongo and I also reviewed the situation in 

southern Africa. We share the conviction that negotiated, 

peaceful solutions to the disputes that afflict that region are 

urgently needed and clearly possible. The evil of apartheid is 

no exception. President Bongo and I are committed to working 

together, along with other African leaders of goodwill, to set 

the region on a peaceful course. 

The United States will continue to stand unequivocally by 

the side of Africa, with our counsel, our friendship, and our 

assistance. Constructive meetings, like the one I held today 

with President Bongo, bolster that commitment. I was very much 

heartened by our discussions. 

President Bongo, it was a pleasure to have you as our guest. 

I wish you Godspeed on the rest of your journey. 



Document No. ---:---------

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

DATE: 7f i ,8 / 87 ACTlON/CONCURRENCE/COMMENTOUEBY: 12:00 NOON 7 / 29 / 87 

SUBJECT: REMARKS: PRESIDENT BONGO OF GABON 
DEPARTURE STAT EMENT 

ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT □ ~ FITZWATER 

BAKER □ ~ GRISCOM 

DUBERSTEIN □ &JI' HENKEL 

MILLER· 0MB □ □ HOBBS 

BALL ~ □ KING 

BAUER □ □ MASENG 

CARLUCCI ~ □ RISQUE 

CRIBB □ □ RYAN 

CRIPPEN □ □ SPRINKEL 

CULVAHOUSE ✓ g □ TUTTLE 

DAWSON OP ~s DOLAN 

DONATELLI □ □ 

REMARKS: 

ACTION FYI 

□ ~ ::z;a/ □ 
□ □ 

□ □ 

□ □ 

□ □ . 

□ □ 

□ □ 

□ □ 

□ □ 

□ o,/ 

□ □ 

Please give your comments directly to Tony Dolan with 
an info copy to my office 

I 
RESPONSE: 

b y noon Wedne sda y , July 29th. 

/V1..) L-6V1~ .Y~ 

Rhett Dawson 
Ext. 2702 
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(Rohrabacher/ARD) 
July 28, 1987 
1:00 p.m. 

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: PRESIDENT BONGO OF GABON 
DEPARTURE STATEMENT 
FRIDAY, JULY 31, 1987 

President El Hadj Omar Bongo has been a very welcomed gue?t 

at the White House. This has been a long overdue visit which has 

given us a chance to return the generous hospitality President 

Bongo personally accorded to so many representatives of this and 

earlier administrations. 

For 20 years, President Bongo has led his country in an era 

of stability and progress. Under his leadership, Gabon has 

consistently encouraged the peaceful settlement of regional 

disputes, sided with reason, dialogue, and moderation over 

bloodshed, war, and terror. Recognizing this, the Organization 

of African Unity asked President Bongo to h e lp find a solution to 

the conflict in Chad. 

President Bongo has been a champion of African development 

and has worked tirelessly for the welfare of its peoples. The 

United States and Gabon enjoy close cooperation in the effort to 

achieve these noble goals. We have enjoyed a positive and 

friendly relationship for the past two decades, a relationship 

that has served both our countries well. I've greatly valued 

President Bongo's advice and counsel concerning America's role in 

Africa's political and economic development. 

Today, President Bongo and I found ourselves in harmony 

about many of the key issues that confront Africa. We agreed 

that economic reform, which is the best hope for growth, 

self-sufficiency, and full economic sovereignty, must proceed. 
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The U.S. has encouraged reform through special aid funds and 

increased contributions to international financial institutions. 

Gabon is contributing, as well, by setting an example, taking 

positive steps toward reform on its own and in coordination with 

the I.M.F. We admire this commitment and wish President Bongo 

great success. 

For our own part, we will soon be signing a bilateral debt 

rescheduling agreement with Gabon. U.S. investors have had a 

favorable experience in Gabon. President Bongo is working to 

make the investment climate even more attractive, and we are 

working with him to promote increased U.S. investment there. 

President Bongo and I also reviewed the situation in 

southern Africa. We share the conviction that negotiated, 

peaceful solutions to the disputes that afflict that region are 

urgently needed and clearly possible. The evil of apartheid is 

no exception. President Bongo and I are committed to working 

together, along with other African leaders of goodwill, to set 

the region on a peaceful course. 

The United States will continue to stand unequivocally by 

the side of Africa, with our counsel, our f~iendship, and our 

assistance. Constructive meetings, like the one I held today 

with President Bongo, bolster that commitmer.t. I was very much 

heartened by our discussions. 

President Bongo, it was a pleasure to have you as our guest. 

I wish you Godspeed on the rest of your journey. 



MEMORANDUM FOR 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH I NGTON 

July 28, 1987 

ANTHONY R. DOLAN 
DEPUTY ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT AND 
DIRECTOR OF SPEECHWRITING 

JAY B. STEPHENS 
QNGINAL S\GNED llY J.1.9. 

DEPUTY COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT 

Presidential Remarks on Departure of 
President Bongo of Gabon 

JBS/BSC: jmy 
JBStephens 
BSCohen 
Chron. 

As requested, this office has reviewed the above-referenced draft 
departure statement of President Reagan for delivery on the 
departure of President Bongo of Gabon. We have no legal 
objection to the draft statement. 

We have three stylistic suggestions. First, in the first 
sentence of the first paragraph "welcomed" should be changed to 
"welcome." As presently written, the sentence could be read to 
refer to the quality of White Hous~ hospitality ("very 
welcomed"), rather than the President's pleasure at seeing 
President Bongo ("very welcome"). Second, in the second sentence 
of the first paragraph the word "overdue," which might be taken 
as a criticism of President Bongo for delaying his visit, should 
be changed to "awaited." Third, in the fourth line of the second 
paragraph the word "sided" should be changed to "siding." 

Thank you for submitting this draft for our review. 

cc: Rhett B. Dawson / 

l 



WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

DAT!: 7 / 28 / 87 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: 12: 00 NOON 7 /29 /87 

SUBJECT: REMARKS: 

VICE PRESIDENT 

BAKER 

DUBERSTEIN 

MILLER- 0MB 

BALL 

BAUER 

CARLUCCI 

CRIBB 

CRIPPEN 

CULVAHOUSE 

DAWSON 

DONATELLI 

REMARKS: 

PRESIDENT BONGO OF GABON 
DEPARTURE STATEMENT 

ACTION FYI 

□ 
g FITZWATER 

□ ~ GRISCOM 

□ &J/ HENKEL 

□ □ HOBBS 

Iii" □ KING 

□ □ MASENG 

~ □ RISQUE 

□ □ RYAN 

□ □ SPRINKEL 

~ □ TUTTLE 

OP e(s DOLAN 

□ □ 

, .,. 

Please give your comments directly to Tony Dolan with 

ACTION FYI 

□ [Dr 

~ □ 

□ □ 

□ □ 

□ □ 

□ □. 

□ □ 

□ □ 

□ □ 

□ □ 

□ V" 

□ □ 

an info copy to my office by noon Wednesday, July 29th. 

RESPONSE : 

Rhett Dawson 
Ext. 2702 



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

July 29, 1987 

MEMORANDUM FOR TONY DOLAN . 

FROM: GRANT S. GREEN~ 

5641 

....... ._ I~'-

SUBJECT: President Bongo of Gabon - Departure Statement 

We appreciate your cooperation in accommodating our suggested 
changes. We think the draft is much improved with your 
revisions. 

One additional request we have is to delete the final sentence. 
It may be a bit too sentimental and, in any case, is premature; 
Bongo has more official meetings next week and won't leave 
Washington until after that. 

Attachment 

Tab A Departure Statement 

cc: Rhett Dawson 

j 
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00<ument No. __ 5=-c...:{o __ y---J.....1/L._ __ 

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

DATE: 7/ 28 / 87 ACTlON/CONCURRENCE/COMMENTOUEBY : 12:00 NOON 7/ 29 / 87 

SUBJECT: REMARKS: PRESIDENT BONGO OF GABON 
DEPARTURE STATEMENT 

ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT □ e;( FITZWATER 

BAKER □ (QI' GRISCOM 

DUBERSTEIN □ ~ HENKEL 

MILLER- 0MB □ □ HOBBS 

BALL ~ □ KING 

BAUER □ □ MASENG 

CARLUCCI □ RISQUE 

CRIBB □ □ RYAN 

CRIPPEN □ □ SPRINKEL 

CULVAHOUSE ~ □ TUTTLE 

DAWSON OP ~s DOLAN 

DONATELLI □ □ 

REMARKS: 
Please give your comments directly to Tony Dolan with 

ACTION FYI 

□ ~ 

rn,/ □ 

□ □ 

□ □ 

□ □ 

□ □ 

□ □ 

□ □ 

□ □ 

□ □ 

□ o/ 

□ □ 

an info copy to my office by noon Wednesday, July 29th. 

RESPONSE: 

Rhett Dawson 
Ext.2702 



-i (Rohrabacher/ARD) 
0uly 28, 1987 
1:00 p.m. 

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: PRESIDENT BONGO OF GABON 
DEPARTURE STATEMENT 
FRIDAY, JULY 31, 1987 

President El Hadj Omar Bongo has been a very welcom~guest 

at the White House. This has been a long overdue visit which has 

given us a chance to return the generous hospitality President 

Bongo personally accorded to so many representatives of this and 

earlier administrations. 

For 20 years, President Bongo has led his country in an era 

of stability and progress. Under his leadership, Gabon has 

consistently encouraged the peaceful settlement of regional 

disputes, sided with reason, dialogue, and moderation over 

bloodshed, war, and terror. Recognizing this, the Organization 

of African Unity asked President Bongo to help find a solution to 

the conflict in Chad. 

President Bongo has been a champion of African development 

and has worked tirelessly for the welfare of its peoples. The 

United States and Gabon enjoy close cooperation in the effort to 

achieve these noble goals. We have enjoyed a positive and 

friendly relationship for the past two decades, a relationship 

that has served both our countries well. I've greatly valued 

President Bongo's advice and counsel concerning America's role in 

Africa's political and economic development. 

Today, President Bongo and I found ourselves in harmony 

about many of the key issues that confront Africa. We agreed 

that economic reform, which is the best hope for growth, 

self-sufficiency, and full economic sovereignty, must proceed. 
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The U.S. has encouraged reform through special aid funds and 

increased contributions to international financial institutions. 

Gabon is contributing, as well, by setting an example, taking 

positive steps toward reform on its own and in coordination with 

the I.M.F. We admire this commitment and wish President Bongo 

great success. 

For our own part, we will soon be signing a bilateral debt 

rescheduling agreement with Gabon. U.S. investors have had a 

favorable experience in Gabon. President Bongo is working to 

make the investment climate even more attractive, and we are 

working with him to promote increased U.S. investment there. 

President Bongo and I also reviewed the situation in 

southern Africa. We share the conviction that negotiated, 

peaceful solutions to the disputes that afflict that region are 

urgently needed and clearly possible. The evil of apartheid is 

no exception. President Bongo and I are committed to working 

together, along with other African leaders of goodwill, to set 

the region on a peaceful course. 

The United States will continue to stand unequivocally by 

the side of Africa, with our counsel, our friendship, and our 

assistance. Constructive meetings, like the one I held today 

with President Bongo, bolster that commitment. I was very much 

heartened by our discussions. 

President Bongo, it was a pleasure to have you as our guest. 

I wish you Godspeed on the rest of your journey. 



Document No. -----------

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

DATE: 7/28/87 ACTlON/CONCURRENCE/COMMENTDUEBY : 12:00 NOON 7/29/87 

SUBJECT: REMARKS: PRESIDENT BONGO OF GABON 
DEPARTURE STATEMENT 

ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT □ ~ FITZWATER 

BAKER □ ~ GRISCOM 

DUBERSTEIN □ 5JI' HENKEL 

MILLER· 0MB □ □ HOBBS 

BALL lv" □ KING 

BAUER □ □ MASENG 

CARLUCCI ~ □ RISQUE 

CRIBB □ □ RYAN 

CRIPPEN □ □ SPRINKEL 

CULVAHOUSE S"' □ TUTTLE 

DAWSON DOLAN 

DONATELLI □ □ 

REMARKS: 
Please give your comments directly to Tony Dolan with 

ACTION FYI 

□ ~ 

~ □ 

□ □ 

□ □ 

□ □ 

□ □ -

□ □ 

□ □ 

□ □ 

□ □ 

□ V" 

□ □ 

an info copy to my office by noon Wednesday, July 29th. 

RESPONSE : 

Rhett Dawson 
Ext.2702 



WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

DATE: 7/28/87 ACTlON/CONCURRENCE/COMMENTOUEBY: 12:00 NOON 7/29/87 

SUBJECT: REMARKS: PRESIDENT BONGO OF GABON 
DEPARTURE STATEMENT 

ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT □ e;;r FITZWATER 

BAKER □ ~ GRISCOM 

DUBERSTEIN □ ~ HENKEL 

MILLER- 0MB □ □ HOBBS 

BALL ~ □ KING 

BAUER □ □ MASENG 

CARLUCCI ~ □ RISQUE 

CRIBB □ □ RYAN 

CRIPPEN □ □ SPRINKEL 

CULVAHOUSE g" □ TUTTLE 

DAWSON OP rgSS DOLAN 

DONATELLI □ □ 

REMARKS: 
Please give your comments directly to Tony Dolan with 

ACTION FYI 

□ ~ 

~ □ 

□ □ 

□ □ 

□ □ 

□ o . 

□ □ 

□ □ 

□ □ 

□ □ 

□ cv' 

□ □ 

an info copy to my office by noon Wednesday, July 29th. 

RESPONSE: 

Rhett Dawson 
Ext.2702 
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(Rohrabacher/ARD) 
July 28, 1987 
1:00 p.m. 

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: PRESIDENT BONGO OF GABON 
DEPARTURE STATEMENT 
FRIDAY, JULY 31, 1987 

President El Hadj Omar Bongo has been a very welcomed guest 

at the White House. This has been a long overdue visit which has 

given us a chance to return the generous hospitality President 

Bongo personally accorded to so many representatives of this and 

earlier administrations. 

For 20 years, President Bongo has led his country in an era 

of stability and progress. Under his leadership, Gabon has 

consistently encouraged the peaceful settlement of regional 

disputes, sided with reason, dialogue, and moderation over 

bloodshed, war, and terror. Recognizing this, the Organization 

of African Unity asked President Bongo to help find a solution to 

the conflict in Chad. 

President Bongo has been a champion of African development 

and has worked tirelessly for the welfare of its peoples. The 

United States and Gabon enjoy close cooperation in the effort to 

achieve these noble goals. We have enjoyed a positive and 

friendly relationship for the past two decades, a relationship 

that has served both our countries well. I've greatly valued 

President Bongo's advice and counsel concerning America's role in 

Africa's political and economic development. 

Today, President Bongo and I found ourselves in harmony 

about many of the key issues that confront Africa. We agreed 

that economic reform, which is the best hope for growth, 

self-sufficiency, and full economic sovereignty, must proceed. 
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The U.S. has encouraged reform through special aid funds and 

increased contributions to international financial institutions. 

Gabon is contributing, as well, by setting an example, taking 

positive steps toward reform on its own and in coordination with 

the I.M.F. We admire this commitment and wish President Bongo · 

great success. 

For our own part, we will soon be signing a bilateral debt 

rescheduling agreement with Gabon. U.S. investors have had a 

favorable experience in Gabon. President Bongo is working to 

make the investment climate even more attractive, and we are 

working with him to promote increased U.S. investment there. 

President Bongo and I also reviewed the situation in 

southern Africa. We share the conviction that negotiated, 

peaceful solutions to the disputes that afflict that ~egion are 

urgently needed and clearly possible. The evil of apartheid is 

no exception. President Bongo and I are committed to working 

together, along with other African leaders of goodwill, to set 

the region on a peaceful course. 

The United States will continue to stand unequivocally by 

the side of Africa, with our counsel, our friendship, and our 

assistance. Constructive meetings, like the one I held today 

with President Bongo, bolster that commitment. I was very much 

heartened by our discussions. 

President Bongo, it was a pleasure to have you as our guest. 

I wish you Godspeed on the rest of your journey. 



., 



Document No. JJ?Ol?ss· 
M ?JS,:b 

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

DATE: 07/29/87 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: PRESIDENT BONGO OF GABON 

DEPARTURE STATEMENT 

(07 28 5:00 .m. draft) 

ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT □ ro,/ FITZWATER 

BAKER □ K]/" GRISCOM 

DUBERSTEIN □ ~ HENKEL 

MILLER· 0MB □ □ HOBBS 

BALL □ ~ KING 

BAUER □ □ MASENG 

CARLUCCI □ o/ RISQUE 

CRIBB □ □ RYAN 

CRIPPEN □ □ SPRINKEL 

CULVAHOUSE □ a TUTTLE 

DAWSON OP ~ DOLAN 

DONATELLI □ □ 

REMARKS: 
The attached has been forwarded to the President. 

RESPONSE: 

ACTION FYI 

□ ty 

~ [0,/ 

□ 

□ □ 

□ □ 

□ □ 

□ ~ 

□ □ 

□ □ 

□ 

□ 

□ □ 

Rhett Dawson 
Ext. 2702 

l 



(Rohrabacher/ARD) 
July 28, 1987 
5:00 p.m. 

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: PRESIDENT BONGO OF GABON 
DEPARTURE STATEMENT 
FRIDAY, JULY 31, 1987 

President El Hadj Omar Bongo has been a very welcome gue~t 

at the White House. This has been a long awaited visit that has 

given us a chance to return the generous hospitality President 

Bongo personally accorded to so many representatives of this and 

earlier administrations. 

For 20 years, President Bongo has led his country in an era 

of stability and progress. Under his leadership, Gabon has 

consistently encouraged the peaceful settlement of regional 

disputes, siding with reason, dialogue, and moderation over 

bloodshed, war, and terror. Recognizing this, the Organization 

of African Unity asked Pres i dent Bongo to help find a solution to 

the conflict in Chad. 

President Bongo has been a champion of African development 

and has worked tirelessly for the welfare of its peoples. The 

United States and Gabon enjoy close cooperation in the effort to 

achieve these noble goals. We have enjoyed a positive and 

friendly relationship for the past two decades, a relationship 

that has served both our countries well. I've greatly valued 

President Bongo's advice and counsel concerning America's role in 

Africa's political and economic development. 

Today, President Bongo and I found ourselves in harmony 

about many of the key issues that confront Africa. We agreed 

that economic reform, which is the best hope for growth, 

self-sufficiency, and full economic sovereignty, must proceed. 
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The U.S. has encouraged reform through special aid funds and 

increased contributions to international financial institutions. 

Gabon is contributing, as well, by setting an example, taking 

positive steps toward reform on its own and in coordination with 

the I.M.F. We admire this commitment and wish President Bongo 

great success. 

For our own part, we will soon be signing a bilateral debt 

rescheduling agreement with Gabon. U.S. investors have had a 

favorable experience in Gabon. President Bongo is working to 

make the investment climate even more attractive, and we are 

working with him to promote increased U.S. investment there. 

President Bongo and I also reviewed the situation in 

southern Africa. We share the conviction that negotiated, 

peaceful solutions to the disputes that afflict that region are 

urgently needed and clearly possible. The evil of apartheid is 

no exception. President Bongo and I are committed to working 

together, along with other African leaders of goodwill, to set 

the region on a peaceful course. 

The United States will continue to stand unequivocally by 

the side of Africa, with our counsel, our friendship, and our 

assistance. Constructive meetings, like the one I held today 

with President Bongo, bolster that commitment. I was very much 

heartened by our discussions and pleased to have President Bongo 

as our guest. 



Document No. ---------

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

DATE: 07/29/87 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: PRESIDENT BONGO OF GABON 

DEPARTURE STATEMENT 

( 0 7 2 8 5:00 .m. draft) 

ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT □ csv' FITZWATER 

BAKER □ ~ GRISCOM 

DUBERSTEIN □ ~ HENKEL 

MILLER - 0MB - □ □ HOBBS 

BALL □ ~ KING 

BAUER □ □ MASENG 

CARLUCCI □ ~ RISQUE 

CRIBB □ □ RYAN 

CRIPPEN □ □ SPRINKEL 

CULVAHOUSE □ if TUTTLE 

DAWSON ✓s DOLAN 

DONATELLI □ □ 

REMARKS: 
The attached has been forwarded to the President. 

RESPONSE: 

ACTION FYI 

□ tv 
□ UV' 

□ 

□ □ 

□ □ 

□ □ 

□ ~ 
□ □ 

□ □ 

□ [] 

□ 

□ □ 

Rhett Dawson 
Ext.2702 



Document No. --------...::._ 

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

DATE : 7/ 28 / 87 ACT10N/CONCURRENCE/COMMENTOUE8Y : 12:00 NOON 7/ 29 /8 7 

SUBJECT: REMARKS: PRESIDENT BONGO OF GABON 
DEPARTURE STATEMENT 

ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT □ r;;( FITZWATER 

BAKER □ ~ GRISCOM 

DUBERSTEIN □ &)/ HENKEL 

MILLER· 0MB □ □ HOBBS 

BALL ~ □ KING 

BAUER □ □ MASENG 

CARLUCCI ~ □ RISQUE 

CRIBB □ □ RYAN 

CRIPPEN □ □ SPRINKEL 

CULVAHOUSE ~ □ TUTTLE 

DAWSON OP s(s DOLAN 

DONATELLI □ □ 

EMARKS : 

ACTION FYI 

□ ~ :;:sa/ □ 
D D 

□ D 

□ □ 

□ □ . 

□ D 

□ D 

□ D 

D □ 

□ o/ 

□ □ 

Please give y our comme n ts directly to Tony Do lan with 
an info copy to my office 

l 
l 

RESPONSE: 

f 

by noon Wedne sday , J uly 29th . 

Ml) L-6'{1.IVVv-Y ~ 

Rhett Dawson 
Ext. 2702 



(Rohrabacher/ARD) 
July 28, 1987 
1:00 p.m. 

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: PRESIDENT BONGO OF GABON 
DEPARTURE STATEMENT 
FRIDAY, JULY 31, 1987 

President El Hadj Omar Bongo has been a very welcomed gue~t 

at the White House. This has been a long overdue visit which has 

given us a chance to return the generous hospitality President 

Bongo personally accorded to so many representatives of this and 

earlier administrations. 

For 20 years, President Bongo has led his country in an era 

of stability and progress. Under his leadership, Gabon has 

consistently encouraged the peaceful settlement of regional 

disputes, sided with reason, dialogue, and moderation over 

bloodshed, war, and terror. Recognizing this, the Organization 

of African Unity asked President Bongo to help find a solution to 

the conflict in Chad. 

President Bongo has been a champion oi African development 

and has worked tirelessly for the welfare of its peoples. The 

United States and Gabon enjoy close cooperation in the effort to 

achieve these noble goals. We have enjoyed a positive and 

friendly relationship for the past two decades, a relationship 

that has served both our countries well. I' v e greatly valued 

President Bongo's advice and counsel concerning America's role in 

Africa's political and economic development. 

Today, President Bongo and I found ourselves in harmony 

about many of the key issues that confront Africa. We agreed 

that economic reform, which is the best hope for growth, 

self-sufficiency, and full economic sovereignty, must proceed. 

l 
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The U.S. h~s encouraged reform through special aid funds and 

increased contributions to international financial institutions. 

Gabon is contributing, as well, by setting an example, taking 

positive steps toward reform on its own and in coordination with 

the I.M.F. We admire this commitment and wish President Bongo · 

great success. 

For our own part, we will soon be signing a bilateral debt 

rescheduling agreement with Gabon. U.S. investors have had a 

favorable experience in Gabon. President Bongo is working to 

make the investment climate even more attractive, and we are 

working with him to promote increased U.S. investment there. 

President Bongo and I also reviewed the situation in 

southern Africa. We share the conviction that negotiated, 

peaceful solutions to the disputes that afflict that region are 

urgently needed and clearly possible. The evil of apartheid is 

no exception. President Bongo and I are committed to working 

together, along with other African leaders of goodwill, to set 

the region on a peaceful course. 

The United States will continue to stand unequivocally by 

the side of Africa, with our counsel, our f~iendship, and our 

assistance. Constructive meetings, like the one I held today 

with President Bongo, bolster that comrnitmer.t. I was very much 

heartened by our discussions. 

President Bongo, it was a pleasure to have you as our guest. 

I wish you Godspeed on the rest of your journey. 



--- - > 
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM CJ02J 

DATE: __ o_7 /_2_9_/8_7 __ ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: PRESIDENT BONGO OF GABON 

DEPARTURE STATEMENT 

( 0 7 2 8 5 : 0 0 • m. draft) 

ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT □ [D/' FITZWATER 

BAKER □ ~ GRISCOM 

DUBERSTEIN □ ~ HENKEL 

MILLER-OMB □ □ HOBBS 

BALL □ ~ KING 

BAUER □ □ MASENG -53> o/ CARLUCCI RISQUE 

CRIBB □ □ .RYAN 

CRIPPEN □ □ SPRINKEL 

CULVAHOUSE □ a TUTTLE 

DAWSON OP ✓s DOLAN 

DONATELLI □ □ 

REMARKS: 
The attached has been forwarded to the President. 

RESPONSE: FYI: FCC, CLP, GSG, WHC, HJC , SID, JDH, PWR 

ACTION FYI 

□ ty 

□ ~ 

□ 

□ □ 

□ □ 

□ □ 

□ ~ 
□ □ 

□ □ 

□ 

□ 

□ □ 

Rhett Dawson 
Ext.2702 



(Rohrabacher/ARD) 
July 28, 1987 
5:00 p.m. 

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: PRESIDENT BONGO OF GABON 
DEPARTURE STATEMENT 
FRIDAY, JULY 31, 1987 

President El Hadj Omar Bongo has been a very welcome gue~t 

at the White House. This has been a long awaited visit that has 

given us a chance to return the generous hospitality President 

Bongo personally accorded to so many representatives of this and 

earlier administrations. 

-r 

For 20 years, President Bongo has led his country in an era 

of stability and progress. Under his leadership, Gabon has 

consistently encouraged the peaceful settlement of regional 

disputes, siding with reason, dialogue, and moderation over 

bloodshed, war, and terror. Recognizing this, the Organization 

of African Unity asked President Bongo to help find a solution to 

the conflict in Chad. 

President Bongo has been a champion of African development 

and has worked tirelessly for the welfare of its peoples. The 

United States and Gabon enjoy close cooperation in the effort to 

achieve these noble goals. We have enjoyed a positive and 

friendly relationship for the past two decades, a relationship 

that has served both our countries well. I've greatly valued 

President Bongo's advice and counsel concerning America's role in 

Africa's political and economic development. 

Today, President Bongo and I found ourselves in harmony 

about many of the key issues that confront Africa. We agreed 

that economic reform, which is the best hope for growth, 

self-sufficiency, and full economic sovereignty, must proceed. 
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The U.S. has encouraged reform through special aid funds and 

increased contributions to international financial institutions. 

Gabon is contributing, as well, by setting an example, taking 

positive steps toward reform on its own and in coordination with 

the I.M.F. We admire this commitment and wish President Bongo 

great success. 

For our own part, we will soon be signing a bilateral debt 

rescheduling agreement with Gabon. U.S. investors have had a 

favorable experience in Gabon. President Bongo is working to 

make the investment climate even more attractive, and we are 

working with him to promote increased U.S. investment there. 

President Bongo and I also reviewed the situation in 

southern Africa. We share the conviction that negotiated, 

peaceful solutions to the disputes that afflict that region are 

urgently needed and clearly possible. The evil of apartheid is 

no exception. President Bongo and I are committed to working 

together, along with other African leaders of goodwill, to set 

the region on a peaceful course. 

The United States will continue to stand unequivocally by 

the side of Africa, with our counsel, our friendship, and our 

assistance. Constructive meetings, like the one I held today 

with President Bongo, bolster that commitment. I was very much 

heartened by our discussions and pleased to have President Bongo 

as our guest. 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON. O.C . 20506 

JJ tf1" £) / % ~ 
f:&L?fcA 5641 

July 29, 1987 

MEMORANDUM FOR TONY DOLAN . 

FROM: GRANT S. GREEN~-

SUBJECT: President Bono of Gabon - De~artur~ Stateme.n.,t 

W~ appreciate your cooperation in accommodating our suggested 
changes. We think the draft is much improved with your 
revisions. 

One additional request we have is to delete the final sentence. 
It may be a bit too sentimental and, in any case, is premature; 
Bongo has more official meetings next week and won't leave 
Washington until after that. 

Attachment 

Tab A Departure Statement 

cc: Rhett Dawson 
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D0<umen t No. ---5~{o'--Y-4-/-,._:..__ 

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

DATE : 7/ 28 / 87 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENTOUEBY : 12:00 NOON 7/ 29 / 87 

SUBJECT: REMARKS: PRESIDENT BONGO OF GABON 
DEPARTURE STATEMENT 

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT □ 
g FITZWATER D ~ 

BAKER □ ~ GRISCOM rn./ C 

DUBERSTEIN □ eJ/ HENKEL □ □ 
MILLER· 0MB □ □ HOBBS □ □ 
BALL ~ □ KING □ □ 
BAUER □ □ MASENG □ □ 
CARLUCCI □ RISQUE □ □ --CRIBB □ □ RYAN □ □ 
CRIPPEN □ □ SPRINKEL □ □ 
CULVAHOUSE g' □ TUTTLE □ □ I 

I 

DAWSON OP s{s DOLAN D Q/ i 

DONATELLI □ 

REMARKS: 
Please give your comments 
an info copy to my office 

RESPONSE: 

D 

directly to Tony Dolan with 
by noon Wednesday, July 29th. 

□ □ 

Rhett Dawson 
Ext. 2702 
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: 

(Rohrabacher / AR D) 
0ul y 28, 1987 
1:00 p.m. 

PRESIDENT BONGO OF GABON 
DEPARTURE STATE~~NT 
FRIDAY, JULY 31, 1987 

, 
President El Hadj Omar Bongo has been a very welcom~guest 

at the ~hite House. This has been a long overdue visit which has 

given us a char ce to return the generous hospitality President 

Bongo personally accorded to so many representatives of this and 

earlier administrations. 

For 20 years, President Bongo has led his country in an era 

of stability and progress. Under his leadership, Gabon has 

consistently encouraged the peaceful settlement of regional 

disputes, sided with reason, dialogue, and moderation over 

bloodshed, war, and terror. Recognizing this, the Organization 

of African Unity asked President Bongo to help find a solution to 

the conflict in Chad. 

President Bongo has been a champion of African development 

and has worked tirelessly for the welfare of its peoples. The 

United States and Gabon enjoy close cooperation in the effort to 

achieve these noble goals. We have enjoyed a positive and 

friendly relationship for the past two decades, a relationship 

that has served both our countries well. I've greatly valued 

President Bongo's advice and counsel concerning America's role in 

Africa's political and economic development. 

Today, President Bongo and I found ourselves in harmony 

about many of the key issues that confront Africa. We agreed 

that economic reform, which is the best hope for growth, 

self-sufficiency, and full economic sovereignty, must proceed. 
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The U.S. has encouraged reform through special aid funds and 

increased contributions to international financial institutions. 

Gabon is contributing, as well, by setting an example, taking 

positive steps toward reform on its own and in coordination with 

the I.M.F. We admire this commitment and wish President Bongo 

great success. 

For our own part, we will soon be signing a bilateral debt 

rescheduling agreement with Gabon. U.S. investors have had a 

favorable experience in Gabon. President Bongo is -working to 

make the investment climate even more attractive, and we are 

working with him to promote increased U.S. investment there. 

President Bongo and I also reviewed the situation in 

southern Africa. We share the conviction that negotiated, 

peaceful solutions to the disputes that afflict that region are 

urgently needed and clearly possible. The evil of apartheid is 

no exception. President Bongo and I are committed to working 

together, along with other African leaders of goodwill, to set 

the region on a peaceful course. 

The United States will continue to stand unequivocally by 

the side of Africa, with our counsel, our friendship, and our 

assistance. Constructive meetings, like the one I held today 

with President Bongo, bolster that commitmer.t. I was very much 

heartened by our discussions. 

President Bongo, it was a pleasure to have you as our guest. 

I wish you Godspeed on the rest of your journey. 
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5641 

SIGNED 

SUBJECT: President Bongo of Gabon - Departure Statement 

The speechwriters have incorporated our suggestions in their 
revised draft (Tab A). I recommend clearing but deleting the 
final sentence. It is excessively sentimental, and premature in 
any case, since Bongo won't leave Washington until after his 
other meetings next week. 

Ma~a:f?J. concurs. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the memorandum to Tony Dolan at Tab I. 

Approve ~ Disapprove 

Prepared by: 
Alison P. Rosenberg 

Attachments 

Tab I Green/Dolan Memorandum 

Tab A Draft Departure Statement 
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