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Would you care to comment on the report that the East
Ge: 1in spy Guenter Guillaume, who brought down forn
Chancellor Willy Brandt in a political spy s¢ ndal,
will be released by the FRG in exchange for some West
Germans now in East German jails?

Is this prisoner exchandge really in the Western
interest?

This matter is within the jurisdiction of a sovereign

ally of the United States. I have no c¢ 1ent on it.
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September 16, 1981

The Honorable Ronald W. Reagan
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

I have returned recently from a series of meetings
with private citizens and government officials in West
Germany in which the growing influence of pacifist, terrorist,
and pro-Soviet groups was assessed.

Although you are better informed than I about the
deteriorating situation in West Germany, I am increasingly
alarmed at both the depth and breadth of pro-Soviet and
anti-American sentiment which has recently manifested itself
in a number of ugly incidents.

Rather than comment on these issues, I would like
to address one possible near-term development and suggest a
prospective general strategy for your consideration.

During my trip it was reported that President
Brezhnev, in his November visit to West Germany, would
launch a new propaganda initiative to capitalize on the
growing anti-American mood and stimulate dissolution of
Allied resolve with a call for the reunification of Germany.

Although devoid of practical potential, such a
move may exacerbate the already disquieting trends toward so
called "Creative Solutions" including independent negotiations
and agreements with the Communists detrimental to the interests
of the United States.

Among both conservatives and some officials in
West Germany there is concern that such a Brezhnev proposal
will not only command more legitimacy than may otherwise be
the case, but that it could serve as a wedge between America
and one of its most stratigically significant allies. Based



on my observations, the prospect of a "neutralist" or anti-
American West Germany within the very near future is not as
incredible as one may at first imagine.

I would like to suggest a course of action which
might possibly preclude or at least blunt such an initiative
if in fact it should materialize. That proposal is simply
one of preemption.

By taking the initiative in calling for German
reunification under certain well specified pr :onditions =-- ie.,
freedom of sr 2ch, press and association, as well as free
elections and withdrawal of forces from both Germanies
p*10r to the conclusion of a peace treaty, you could direct
t. argument both in the United States and abroad along
lines which would make it difficult for the Soviets to put
us in a reactionary or defensive position to their version
of such a proposal. By highlighting and making indispensible
th se stipulatior , the Soviets would be forced to publically

ssent to the legitimacy of conditions they would in fact
never be di »osed to accept -- a truly free and independent
Germany with quaranteed borders.

Although you are better able than I to weigh the
prc and cons of such a strategy, I wanted to convey to you
the sense of anxiety which the evolving West German situation
has arou 24, as well as a possible preemptive move a¢ inst a
potential Soviet ploy.

In the event you do not feel this would be an
appropriate course of action for your administration to
initiate, I would be most appreciative if you would apprise
n of your feelings with respect to such a proposal arising
from the Congress.
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