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Nov nanber 21, 1983
MEMORANDUM FOR SALLY KELLEY

FROM: ;}LROBERT M. KIMMITT gpf

SUBJECT: Letter to the President from the Church of Christ

The NSC staff concurs with the State Department draft letter
regarding the response to the presentation of children's art
works forwarded by the Reverend John Rogers.

Tab I Draft letter
Tab A Incoming correspondence






FACT SHEET

SUBJECT: Letters and Drawinc from Citizens of Nordhausen,
¢ rmany

The East German children's letters ¢ < the President to
help keep peace in the world. Sonr refer to the horrors of
war. One letter says the writer cannot understand that the
President could be willing tc have millions of people
killed. The forwarding letter from Ms. Gisela Hartmann,
while it does refer to both sides having developed "entirely
unacceptable methods", goes on to focus solely on U.S.
policies as the source of the threat to world peace by
creating universal fear of a nuclear catastrophe. The
bombing of Hiroshima is cited as an example of such "a
frightful errcr, an accident or a politician's decision.”

This is, in effect, a one-sided attack on U.S. INF
policies much more like those mounted in the campaign of the
FEast German regime than the criticisms of both U.S. and
Soviet missile deployments put forward by the small authentic
peace movement in the GDR. The real peace movement activists
there generally recognize the fact that Soviet deployment of
SS-20 mi siles have upset the rough equilibrium of power in
Central Europe over the past few years.

While the Reverend Mr. Rogers is doubtless sinc @ in
considering the Ncrdhausen group to be endangered by their
initiative, or at least by any direct response from the White
House, the letters are in fact very similar to those received
almost every day by tt American Embassy in East Berlin as
part of the GDR regime's campaign against deployment of new
U.S. mi siles in Western Europe. Rather than question the
letters' ostensibly nonpolitical motivation, we recommend a
brief reply to Mr. Roc¢ rs which takes the letters at face
value. A proposed text of such a reply is attached.

Ats-rhmant

1. Suggested reply
2. Letter from Mr. John M. Roge:













































































































































