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DRAFT REPLY 

Dear Mr. Rogers: 

I am responding to your letter of October 24 to the 

President. 

The striking letters and art work of the children of 

Nordhausen, East Germany, gathered by Ms. Gisela Hartmann, 

eloquently reflect the longing of young people everywhere for a 

world of peace and a more hopeful future. While there may be 

honest differences of opinion on how the United States can best 

assure peace and security in Europe and throughout the world in 

the coming decades, there can be no genuine doubt that this 

Administration is totally committed to the task of working 

toward that goal. Anything less would be unacceptable to the 

American people. ft 

~fa 
I would ask that you ~nfi5m ~o Ms. 

message from the children of Nordhausen has been heard and 

understood. The President is deeply aware of his 

responsibility for millions of people facing a future over 

which they themselves have virtually no control. The 

The Reverend 
John M. Rogers 

Conference Minister 
The United Church of Christ 

Michigan Conference 
Post Office Box 1006 

5945 Park Lane Road 
East Lansing, Michigan. 



- 2 -

confidence on the part of East Germans in America's leadership, 

which your letter reflected, is justified and will be 

affirmed. 

Sincerely, 

Enclosure: 

Fact Sheet. 

I 
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8416 

MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

November 21, 1983 

MEMORANDUM FOR SALLY KELLEY 

FROM: ;:/-. ROBERT M. KIMMITT ~ 
SUBJECT: Letter to the President from the Church of Christ 

The NSC staff concurs with the State Department draft letter 
regarding the response to the presentation of children's art 
works forwarded by the Reverend John Rogers. 

Tab I 
Tab A 

Draft letter 
Incoming correspondence 
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For: Mr. Robert C. McFarlane 
National Security Council 
The White House 

SIT J,~ l°f:.i' .. :.J~,,J 

Reference: 

To: President Reagan From: Mr. John M. Rogers 

Subject: Forwards Letters and Date: October 24, 1983 -----------
Drawings from Citizens of Nordhausen, Germany 

WH Referral Dated: November 4; 1983 "NSC ID# 182566 
(if any) 

The attached item was sent directly to the 
Department of State. 

I , 
Action Taken: 

X 

X 

Remarks: 

A draft reply is attached. 

A draft reply will be forward~d. 

A translation is attached. 

An inf.ormation copy of a direct reply is attached. 

We believe no response is n~cessary for the reason 
cited below. 

The Department of State has no objection to the 
proposed travel. 

Other. A fact sheet on the letters is also attached. 

UNCLASSIFIED 
(Classification) 

E e Secretary 

, 



United States Department of State 

Washington, D. C. 20520 

FACT SHEET 

SUBJECT: Letters and Drawings from Citizens of Nordhausen, 
Germany 

The East German children's letters ask the President to 
help keep peace in the world. Some refer to the horrors of 
war. One letter says the writer cannot understand that the 
President could be willing to have millions of people 
killed. The forwarding letter from Ms. Gisela Hartmann, 
while it does refer to both sides having developed "entirely 
unacceptable methods", goes on to focus solely on U.S. 
policies as the source of the threat to world peace by 
creating universal fear of a nuclear catastrophe. The 
bombing of Hiroshima is cited as an example of such "a 
frightful error, an accident or a politician's decision." 

This is, in effect, a one-sided attack on U.S. INF 
policies much more like those mounted in the campaign of the 
East German regime than the criticisms of both U.S. and 
Soviet missile deployments put forward by the small authentic 
peace movement in the GDR. The real peace movement activists 
there generally recognize the fact that Soviet deployment of 
SS-20 missiles have upset the rough equilibrium of power in 
Central Europe over the past few years. 

While the Reverend Mr. Rogers is doubtless sincere in 
considering the Nordhausen group to be endangered by their 
initiative, or at least by any direct response from the White 
House, the letters are in fact very similar to those received 
almost every day by the American Embassy in East Berlin as 
part of the GDR regime's campaign against deployment of new 
U.S . missiles in Western Europe. Rather than question the 
letters' ostensibly nonpolitical motivation, we recommend a 
brief reply to Mr. Rogers which takes the letters at face 
value. A proposed text of such a reply is attached. 

Attachment: 

1. Suggested reply 
2. Letter from Mr. John M. Rogers 

, 
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T H E W H I T E H O U S E 

REFERRAL 

8333948 

0 F F I C E 

NOVEMBER 4, 1983 

TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

ACTION REQUESTED: 
FURNISH FACT SHEET TO BE USED AS ENCLOSURE 

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING: 

ID: 

MEDIA: 

TO: 

FROM: 

182566 

LETTER, DATED OCTOBER 24, 1983 

PRESIDENT REAGAN 

MR. JOHN M. ROGERS 
CONFERENCE MINISTER 
THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
MICHIGAN CONFERENCE 
POST OFFICE BOX 1006 
5945 PARK LAKE ROAD 
EAST LANSING MI 48823 

SUBJECT: FORWARDS LETTERS AND DRAWINGS FROM CITIZENS 
OF NORDHAUSEN, GERMANY 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486. 

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
(OR DRAFT) TO: 
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE 

SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 



UNITED CHURCH OF THE 
MICHIGAN 

CHRIST 
CONFERENCE 

~ 
October 24, 1983 

President Ronald Reagan 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

P.O. BOX 1006 
5945 PARK LAKE ROAD 

EAST LANSING, MICHIGAN 48823 
517 332-3511 

I have just returned from two months in Germany. I was sent to 
Germany to represent the United Church of Christ as the German 
Church celebrates the 500th anniversary of Martin Luther's birth, 
and to engage in dialogue with Christians in West and East Germany 
around our mutual concerns for peace. Approximately one half of 
my time was spent with Christians in East Germany. 

One leg of my journey took me to the city of Nordhausen which was 
liberated by American forces in May, 1945, only to be turned over 
to the Soviets three months later. Nordhausen is remembered as 
the place where Werner Von Braun developed the V-2 rocket with 
the help of concentration camp labor. We both remember how that 
rocket was deployed against the British, as well as how Werner 
Von Braun contributed his invaluable genius to America's cause 
since World War II. 

While in Nordhausen, a group of Christians asked me to carry out 
letters they had written to you in which they expressed their 
hopes for peace between the two super powers of the world. At 
their request, I enclose their letters and the drawings of their 
children which seek to convey to you the dreams and hopes of an 
entire world made uneasy by continued military escalation. These 
letters have not been translated as I have assumed you will wish 
to el!lp l oy your own translators before responding to them. I should 
also add that these letters are sent to you at great personal risk 
to their authors. Had they been detected on my person, those who 
have written the letters would be in grave trouble. 

~I I wish to make several suggestions as to how I hope you might 
/Vtreat this valued correspondence: 

1. First, I hope that you will employ a creditable trans­
lator so that you will know how many people in East 
Germany feel about the issues of war and peace. 

2. Second, I hope that you will be able to distinguish 
between East German policy and the wishes of its 
people; recognize that most people living in East 
Germany are not Communist nor do they enjoy living 
under Soviet oppression. 

., 



Mr. ' Ronald Reagan 
October 14, 1983 
Page 2 

3. Thirdly, I hope that you will acknowledge receipt of this corre­
spondence and respond to it in some meaningful way. By that, I 
mean that I hope that you might spare the rhetoric which they 
already hear through West German television coverage of your 
speeches, and engage them in meaningful dialogue. 

4. Finally, I hope that you might consider sending your response 
to them to me for forwarding. I am very concerned that a 
White House return address will seriously endanger their 
security, to say nothing of the letter never reaching its 
destination. 

Once again, this correspondence comes from Christians in East Germany who 
have great appreciation for and believe strongly in the United States of 
Americ .'.l . They i nvest great hope i n America's leadership towar u making 
this world a more peaceful place in which to live. They are friends and 
allies, not enemies, who need to know that you care for them and value 
their future. 

If there is additional information I might be able to 
not hesitate to have your office be in touch with me. 
warmest best wishes to you. 

Most co;tP~JA-­
<i:!: Roger~/ 

JMR/db 

Enclosures 

provide, please do 
In the meantime, 
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