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Dear Professor Haas,

The Mayor of Wallduern, Robert Hollerbach, recently informed
me of the return of your great great grandfather's watch,
along with other family memorabilia, to his city.

Coming on the eve of the Tricentennial of German emigration to
America, that generous action on your part is to be comr 1ided
as a marvelous contribution to the celebration when both
nations will reaffirm their close friendship.

I am pleased to have played a role in the watch's return to
Karl Haas' birthplace and I thank you for the interesting
description of "How to Meet Your Own Great Great Grandfather."”

Sinc :-ely,

Ronald Reagan

Professor Robert Bartlett Haas
Rubensweg 8

7440 Nuertingen

Federal Republic of Germany

cC: fMike Lukuﬁml NS <
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Dear Mayor Hollerbach:

Thank you and the people of Wallduern for arranging the
festival last August to coms norate the returmn of Karl Haas'
watch and other family memorabili to your city.

Thanks also for your kind letter and for tt Wallduern
commemorative medal. It will be a reminder to m of the ties
that bind you and the citizens of Wallduern to the people of
the United States.

Sinc ly,

Ronald Reagan

The Honorable

Robert Hollerbach

Mayor

Das Rathaus

6968 Wallduern

Federal Republic of Germany

ce: Mike Whelon =~ LS
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_.ZSIDENTIAI, REMARKS: ARRIVAL FOR CHANCELLOR KOHL
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 1982

Cl 1cellor Kohl and Mrs. Kohl, on bel 1f of the American
people, Mancy and I are heonored and delighted to welcome you to
Washington. Before my visit to the Federal Republic of Germany
earlier this year, Chancellor Kohl, who had not vet attained the
hich office he now holds, helped organize several rallies. He
wanted to let us know we were welcome, and to reas ire all
Americans of the sincere goodwill of the German people.

Chancellor Kohl, T appreciated that magnificent gesture. I
understand that, in Bonn where some 75,000 people attended the
rally, one of the banners read: "Say something good about
America." Well, todav it certeainly makes all Americans happy to
repay this compliment, because there are many good things to say
about yvou Mr. Chancellor, about the German people and about the
strong bend that unites us.

A recent studv revealed that today more Americans trace
their ancestrv to vour country than to anv other nation. German
immigrants provided the hard work and determination that settled
much of the Midwest, taking rugged frontier land, like that in
the Dakotas, and reaping from it bountiful harvests that help
feed tt world.

In other industries, German energy and German ingenuity
helped build the factories and firms that catapulted our standard
of living and elevated the lot of the common man from a life of
drudgery to new progress consistent with individual dignity and

respect.
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But as vou are aware Mr. Chancellor, it wasn't simply hard
work that built America; it was the freedom available here,
freedom to which German immigrants greatly contributed.

One of the first precedents for freedom of the press, for
example, was established when Peter Zenger, a German immigrant,
spoke out in his newspaper against the abuse of power by a public
official. When the jury freed Zenrger, they were laying free om
of the press as a cornerstone of our democratic system.

In the middle of the 19th century, when turmoil was sweeping
through Western Furope, we were the recipient of many political
exiles who made significant contributions to American liberty.
One of the most remarkable, Carl Schurz [SHIRTS], was one of the
originial members of the Republican Partv. Now you see one
reason whv I personallv am so grateful Mr. Chancellor.

With us todav to greet vou is a croup of young people frcm
your country who are spending the autumn mcnths living with
Americar families in Virginia. They are part of a youth exchange
project between our countries. These kinds of ties bode well for
the future.

The future of both our nations depends so much on the
friendship and values we share. 1In these uncertain times, when a
power to the east has built a massive war machine far in excess
of any legitimate defensive needs, t! Western democracies must
stand firmlv togett - if our freedom and the peace of the world
are to be preserved. The German people are on the front lines of
freedom. When I was in your countrv a few months ago, I told
your citizens: You are not alone. We are with you. Well today,

Mr. Chancellor, T can tell vou we are happy that the German
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people are with us. The Western democracies, the future freedom
of mankind, and the r iace of the world would be far 1 3s secure
if it were not so.

Your personal commitment and that of your government to the
ne 1s of our alliance are well appreciated here, as is the depth
which vou add to the me¢ ning of our covenant. In truth, as vou
recently obhserved, we are not a military alliance. "The

community of arms,”

yvou said, "is there to defend the community
of ideas. The important point is that we have common ideas
regarding human rights, civil richts, our mcral values, our moral
laws."

I look forward to our talks today. As one would expect at a
meetinog of the leaders of two great nations whose interests are
so intertwined, there are many vital issues to discuss. As all
good friends do, we will disagree at times. But in free
societies, we are :customed to differences and also to the
peaceful resolution to achieve commor goals. As we stand here
todav, I am confident that our shared interests, our common
vision of the future, and our joint commitment to human freedom
will overcome anv differences between our ccuntries. Qur
gol rnments will work in the closest of corsultation, and in a
spirit of amity and :raightforwardness. We thank vou for coming
and in the name of the people of the United State :@ WILLKOMMEN

[VIHL-KOHM'-EN] . *

* Welcome
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: DINNER TOAéT FOR CHANCELI.OR KOHL
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 1982

Good evening. It is indeed an honor to welcome you
Chancellor Kohl, Mrs. Kohl and all of those who have joined us
this evening. Mr. Chancellor, vour reputation as a hardworking,
straightforward and decent man prece¢ 1 vou. And after our
meetinags today, it is mv pleasure to report to the American
people that 8ll of these things are absolutely true.

Our talks have been cordial and very productive. This will
not surprise anvone because I noticed that the pundits reported
in advance that we are men of a very similar philosophy, a
philosophy based on individual liberty and enterprise, on a
respect for family and those fundamental values that gave birth
to and nourished Westerr civilizaticn.

Chancellor Kohl is not only a man whom I respect, he is a
man I enjoy. He is strong in his beliefs but neither stilted nor
stuffy. Recentlv he was asked about his political success. "My

biggest asset,"

he answered, "is that people would buy a used car
from me without he itating. That may scund old £fashicned and
unprogressive. But it's all the same to me.”

Well, Chancellor Kohl, what mankind needs now is more
leaders who are willinc to push aside the false front of
officialdom and speak with common sense and candor. Of course
the more direct a political leader is, the more he cper himself

to personal criticism. Konrad Adenauer, a man whom we mutually

admire and respect, mu t have faced this same problem when he
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noted that "a thick skin is a gift from God." Today, no less
than in Adenauer's time, it takes a ¢ rtain degree of toughness
to be a leader.

Chancellor Kohl, we both entered office in the midst of
economic crisis. Welcoming you this morning I noted our mutual
concerns for the defense of freedom. After our talks today, I am
also convinced there is a broad area in which we can use our
friendship to pull our countries out of the economic crisis now
engulfing much of the Western world. The ideas we share will
facilitate our communication and accelerate our cooperation.

Both of us, Mr. Chancellor, know that there is no easy way
to solve economic problems, no short cut to progress. But the
aravity of the challenge we face will not dishearten those who
believe in freedom, because to have faith in freedem is alsce to
have faith in mankind.

2s a student working vour wav through school, vou once had a
iob as a stone polisher -- starting with dull rocks and turning
them into something of beautv and value. That is what we must do
with the problems we face todav: turn ther into opportunities
for progress and social advancement.

Friedrich Weyerhaeuser, or of America's greatest
entrepreneurs, a man born in your country, was asked the secret
of his success. His answer: "The secret lay simplv in my will
to work. I never watched the clock and never stopped beiore I
had finished what I was working on."

As we move forward, Mr. Chancellor, let us remember those

words. Our job as leaders of two great nations is keeping the
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peace, preserving humen freedom and improving the material
well-being of our people. It is a job in which we can help each
other. It is a job we will never stop till we have reached our
goals.

Tt is a pleasure to t ve had this opportunity to deepen our
friendship. I now ask you all to join me in a toast to

Chancellor and Mrs. Kohl and to the Federal Republic of Germany.








