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I air Mr. President:

Thank you very much for your recent letter supporting the
partnership between tI M: sachusetts Institute of Technology

(MIT) and the Te¢ a1nical University of Berlin.

As you are aware, (S, Government agencies have been working
closely with MIT and the Technical University for someﬁime to
seek sufficient support for this program. One aspect of our
effort has I :n to arrange funding through our Efir£<;ko Tee L
exchange program. ! ©part of our overall effort, tt United
States Information Agency reviewed MIT's proposal in l983f{;nd
recommended to Dr. Kenneth Gray, President of MIT, that the
proposal be submitted in Bonn to the Commission for
Educational Exchange between the United States of America and
the Federal Republic of Germany. As you probably know, the
U.S. Government jointly funds the Commission under the
Fulbright program. The Commission is charged with disbursing
most U.S. Government money for academic exchanges between our
two countries. In the past, the Commission has been the
vehicle for numerous institutional linkages, nd this
particular collaboration would seem to fall under the

program's guidelines.

In addition, both USIA and the T »jrartment of State hav also
been working with MIT to locate private sector support for
this important partnership program. We will continue to

explore this possibility as well.



Like you, Mr. President, I believe that exchange such as
these make a lasting contribution to the strong and vital
relationship between the United States and the I leral
Republic of Germany. I appreciate your interest and support,
and let me convey again my best wishes for what I am sure will

be a highly successful Presidency.

Sincerely,

His Excellency Richard von Weizsaecker
President, Federal Republic of Germany

Bonn, Germany
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gnncral Observat " »ns and Conclusio:

A number of general observations can be made and conclusions can

be drawn based on the experience gained during the planning phase

for the partnership and the 18 months since the partership was

1.

jned and established:

1e envisione -~ complementary : search efforts under the partner-
11ip can be establisl 1 if at 1 1i1st one professor from MIT ar
or from TUB can be identified in the area under consi¢ ration,
who accept the responsibility for developing cooperation. To-
gether, they have to conceive a concept for a major project
area, and each has to inspire colleagues at his university to

participate in the formulation and execution of such research.

The omplementary research approach works better if there are
alredy related ongoing team efforts in existence at each uni-
versity. It appears that coordinated larger team efforts, which

ar rather common at MIT, are not so easily established at TUB.

The individual complementary research projects under the partner-
1ip must be mutually stimulating. Otherwise, effective coopera-

ion is unlikely.









A Proposal to the

UNITED STATES INI 1ATION AGENCY

to Support the

M, I.T.-T.U.B. COOPERATIVE PROGRAHM

Submitted by the

MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

June 1983

I




II.

III.

IvV.

CONTENTS

Introduction . .« .« « +

Background . . . .

Al

1s for Cooperative Resce

Conclusion . . « +« « «

:ch

11

[T



I. INTRODUCTION

The Massachusetts Institute of Technology proposes that
the United St :es Information Agency (U.S.I.A.) consider
grant of $300,000, payable over three years, to help support

a new phase of M.I.T.'s cooperative research program with the

(W )

>hnical University of Berlin (T.U.B.).

The program with T.U.B., which began in the 1960s, has
£ v 1 as an important link in advancing cultural and aca-
demic ties between the United States and the Federal R(_ 1blj
of Germany. The new phase of the program was initiated in
1982 by an agreement between the two universities. The new

1se will ehcourage continued cooperation between the admin-~
istrations and faculties of both universities in ad&éncing
imf -tant areas of technological and economic development.
It will also advance the evolution of both universities, and
serve as an example for cooperative arrangements with uni-
v :sities throughout the world.

The $100,000 per year which M.I.T. is requesting from
the U.S.I.A. would support the "start-up® phase 6f the renewed
research and exchange program. Specifically, it would fund:
o visits between M.I.T. and T.U.B. faculty and

administrators involved in identifying promising
areas of complementary research;
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IV. CONCLUSION

During the past several decades, many close acadenic
and cultural ties have developed between the United States
and the Federal Republic of Germany. There is concern,

wever, that iny of the cl« tie¢ formed in the decades
following World War II will not be maintained unless a
"successor deneration"™ of scholarly exchange is developed.
Many of the Americans who have traditionally provided impor-
tant links to colleagues in the Federal epublic are now
retiring from active re¢ 2arch and t aching activities.

M.I.T. views the cooperative venture with T.U.B, as
an important step in maintaining cl e U.S.-West German
interaction. The Institute is hopeful that the renewal and

tpansion of the cooperative program will help facilitate the
development of new relationships among younger faculty mem-
irs and graduate students, promote research and educational
programs at M.I.T. and T.U.B., and advance technological and
conomic development of importance to both nations.

The proposed U.S.I.A. grant of $300,000, payable over
'three years, would give trermendous impetus to the M.I.T.-
T.U.B. program. Coupled with M.I.T.'s commitment of facul y
time, these much-needed start-up fun 5 would help to promote

exchange of faculty, arrancement of preliminary workshops,




and expansion of agreed upon cocperative research efforts.
addition, the proposed grant would provide the framework
>r t} development of additior | long-term research projects
between two of the world's leading universities for science

and technology.
































