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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 18, 1988 

MEMORANDUM FOR ANTHONY R. DOLAN 

FROM: 

DEPUTY ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT AND 
DIRECTOR OF SPEECHWRITING 

C. DEAN MCGRATH, JR. / i 'rJ //() ~ 
ASSOCIATE COUNSEL TO~~I~• 

SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks: Chancellor Kohl of West 
Germany Departure Statement 

Counsel's office has reviewed the above-referenced Presidential 
remarks and has no legal objection to their presentation by the 
President. However, we suggest the following editorial changes: 

1. In our view it is not clear in the second sentence of 
the second paragraph which clause the phrase 
"participated in decisions which" is intended to 
modify. To clarify this matter we suggest substituting 
the phrase "participated in a number of historic 
decisions -- decisions that ... "for "participated 
in decisions which ... "; and substituting the phrase 
"resulted in" for "joined in." 

2. In the third paragraph, first sentence, we suggest 
substituting "befits" for "benefits." 

3. In the fourth paragraph, first sentence, we suggest 
substituting "was" for "we reviewed." We also suggest 
deleting the clause "-- now and throughout the long 
I.N.F. negotiations" since it would have been 
technically impossible for Chancellor Kohl to support 
the Treaty before it was signed. 

4. In the first full paragraph at page 2, we suggest 
inserting the phrase "negotiations toward" between 
"include" and "a 50 percent" in the second sentence to 
make it clear that achieving these priorities is not a 
forgone conclusion. 

5. In the second sentence of the second paragraph at 
page 2, we suggest substituting "his continuing 
efforts" for "the efforts he had taken thus far." 

We have marked these changes on the attached copy of the proposed 
remarks. Thank you for bringing this matter to our attention. 

Attachment 

cc: Rhett B. Dawson 



PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: 

(Judge edit) 
February 17, 1988 
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CHANCELLOR KOHL OF WESTJ<ft~Y~ 
DEPARTURE STATEMENT ' 1 <: !;: r'J 

1...,1....: FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 1988 

It has been a very great pleasure to meet with Chancell or 

Kohl again for a friendly and highly useful discussion. 

This year marks the 40th anniversary of a series of events 

that have shaped the destiny of 9ur two countries. In 1948, the 
£g,Q\.A.""k o1h,1,.for1c..__,) d.~c.1s,~ns -ti-.,;t" 

United States participated inAdecisions~wbich sparked the 

economic recovery of West Germany and Europe, began the _ ''•-~ • 
r.e~ ti'} 

constitutional process of creating a West German state,[i-eined irj 
the airlift to save Berlin, and laid the foundation for 

collective security and economic integration in Western Europe. 

It was in this crucible of events that the modern relationship 

between the Federal Republic of Germany and the United States was 

forged, a relationship which has prospered and many times proven 

its value to both. our countries. 
- b.d,h ~ 

Asl_penefitajgood friends, the Chancellor and I have met 

regularly since we assumed office. Our discussions reflect the 

richness of our relationship and the many interests we share. I 

especially benefit from hearing the Chancellor's views on wor ld 

problems. 
vJ;;l.$ 

Among the many subjects we discussed today, [!,e reviewedjthe 

state of the NATO Alliance, including our common defense effor~s 

and arms control strategy. I thanked the Chancellor for his 

support for the I.N.F. treaty.~ ~cw and ehrotlgho~t the fen~ 

1 N F. ru,qoti-a-woG~~- This treaty represents a major political 

victory for NATO -- a success far beyond what many thought 
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possible. It carries important lessons on how successfully to 

negotiate arms reductions with the Soviet Union. 

We also reviewed progress on the NATO Alliance's next arms 
11 ~ c:, f , J ,. "' :; -h:, ._.., o .. /·r::.R 

control priorities. These include a 50 percent reduction in 

strategic arms; a verifiable global ban on chemical weapons; and 

redressing the serious imbalances in conventional forces in 

Europe. We agreed that we must deal with the Soviet Union fro D n 

position of realism, strength, and Alliance unity. We agreed 

that the Alliance must maintain both military strength and 

readiness. These are the underpinnings and preconditions of any 

realistic dialogue with the Soviet Union. We hope that a strong 

West will have a positive influence on the way in which the 

Soviet Union deals with other countries and with its own people. 

We know that a weak western alliance cannot. The NATO Summit 

meeting early next month will provide an opportunity to continue 

discussion of these important matters within the Alliance as a 

whole. 

The Chancellor and I also discussed economic and trade 

issues. In particular, I told the Chancellor that I supported 
h ,s COrliltiv., .,'1 
~] efforts ~e had ta.lccfl Llms ta:]to stimulate the West German 

economy, and I expressed the hope that he would do more. The 

Chancellor in turn welcomed our efforts to reduce the 

U.S. Federal deficit. We both agreed on the need to avoid trade 

protectionism. Protectionism would be an economic disaster for 

both our countries. 

In the course of our discussions, we also touched on a 

subject close to both our hearts, the city of Berlin and its 
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brave people. We both agreed that they must be included in 

whatever benefits improved East-West relations may bring. We b.,::tt._ 

look forward to a positive response to the invitation the Weste rn 

Powers extended last December to the Soviet Union to join with u s 

in taking steps to improve the lives of Berliners. 

The Chancellor's visits to Washington are always welcome. 

We will be seeing each other again soon at the NATO Summit in 

Brussels. Until then, we do not say good-bye but auf 

Wiedersehen. (owf veeder zain) 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 19, 1988 

MEMORANDUM FOR DIANNA G. HOLLAND 

FROM: C. DEAN MCGRATH, JR.~*• 

SUBJECT: Presidentia l Remarks: Chancellor Kohl of 
West Germany/Departure Statement 

I have reviewed the latest revisions to the above-referenced 
Presidential remarks and believe they accurately reflect our 
earlier comments. See my memorandum to Anthony R. Dolan 
(Feb. 18, 1988), copy attached. Therefore, I do not believe any 
further action on our part is necessary. 

Attachment 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 18, 1988 

MEMORANDUM FOR ANTHONY R. DOLAN 
DEPUTY ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT AND 

DIRECTOR OF SPEECHWRITING 

FROM: C. DEAN MCGRATH' JR. I I ',7 / fl' ~ 
ASSOCIATE COUNSEL TO(l:br'~~• 

SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks: Chancellor Kohl of ~est 
Germany Departure Statement 

Counsel's office has reviewed the above-referenced Presidential 
remarks and has no legal objection to their presentation by the 
President. However, we suggest the following editorial changes: 

1. In our view it is not clear in the second sentence of 
the second paragraph which clause the phrase 
"participated in decisions which" is intended to 
modify. To clarify this matter we suggest substituting 
the phrase "participated in a number of historic 
decisions -- decisions that ... " for "participated 
in decisions which ... "; and substituting the phrase 
"resulted in" for "joined in." 

2. In the third paragraph, first sentence, we suggest 
substituting "befits" for "benefits." 

3. In the fourth paragraph, first sentence, we suggest 
substituting "was" for "we reviewed." We also suggest 
deleting the clause"-- now and throughout the long 
I.N.F. negotiations" since it would have been 
technically impossible for Chancellor Kohl to support 
the Treaty before it was signed. 

4. In the first full paragraph at page 2, we suggest 
inserting the phrase "negotiations toward" between 
"include" and "a 50 percent" in the second sentence to 
make it clear that achieving these priorities is not a 
forgone conclusion. 

5. In the second sentence of the second paragraph at 
page 2, we suggest substituting "his continuing 
efforts" for "the efforts he had taken thus far." 

We have marked these changes on the attached copy of the proposed 
remarks. Thank you for bringing this matter to our attention. 

Attachment 

cc: Rhett B. Dawson 



PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: 

\"' uuye e ui ... , 
February 17, 1988 
3:00 p.m . . , 

, - ... , ' . 

CHANCELLOR KOHL OF WESTJGF~Y 
DEPARTURE STATEMENT ' ' ~ .' 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 1988 

It has been a very great pleasure to meet with Chancell ~~ 

Kohl again for a friendly and highly useful discussion. 

This year marks the 40th anniversary of a series of events 

that have shaped the destiny of 9ur two countries. In 1948, t he 
C8-0v.,...k o1;, , ~.;.o/"1c..__) cJ.u,,s,r:1":s ~ 

United States participated in~decisions~whieb sparked the 

economic recovery of West Germany and Europe, began the _ ,r . . ~ • 
("~~ Jr) 

constitutional process of creating a West German state,[3-eine~ i :J 
the airlift to save Berlin, and laid the foundation for 

collective security and economic integration in Western Europe. 

It was in this crucible of events that the modern relationship 

between the Federal Republic of Germany and the United States was 

forged, a relationship which has prospered and many times proven 

its value to both. our countries. 
- 'Q.d',+s ~ 

AsL_Penefite:Jgood friends, the Chancellor and I have met 

regularly since we assumed office. Our discussions reflect t he 

richness of our relationship and the many interests we share. 

especially benefit from hearing the Chancellor's views on wcr ~j 

problems. 
vJa...$ 

Among the many subjects we discussed today, ~e revieweJjt he 

state of the NATO Alliance, including our common defense effoc: ::: 

and arms control strategy. I thanked the Chancellor for his 

support for the I.N.F. treaty.~ "ew aRa throughout the ieAg 

1 & F, ~~9otiatiQA&i This treaty - represents a major political 

victory for NATO -- a success far beyond what many thought 
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possibl·e. It carries important lessons on how successfully to 

negotiate arms reductions with the Soviet Union. 

We also reviewed progress on the NATO Alliance's next ar~s 
.. ll~c.-f,J,-~ l -ft'J..,.; --~.) 

control priorities. These includela SO percent reduction in 

strategic arms; a verifiable global ban on chemical weapons; ar.d 

redressing the serious imbalances in conventional forces in 

Europe. We agreed that we must deal with the Soviet Union f~ s ~ ~ 

position of realism, strength, and Alliance unity. We agreed 

that the Alliance must maintain both military strength and 

readiness. These are the underpinnings and preconditions of any 

realistic dialogue with the Soviet Union. We hope that a strong 

West will have a positive influence on the way in which the 

Soviet Union deals with other countries and with its own people. 

We know that a weak western alliance cannot. The NATO Summit 

meeting early next month will provide an opportunity to continue 

discussion of these important matters within the Alliance as a 

whole. 

The Chancellor and I also discussed economic and trade 

issues. In particular, I told the Chancellor that I supportej 
i,15> (:)llilliv.1'1... _ 

~] efforts L!!-e had ta.ltePl thus fa:] to stimulate the West Ger::1a:1 

economy, and I expressed the hope that he would do more. The 

Chancellor in turn welcomed our efforts to reduce the 

U.S. Federal deficit. We both agreed on the need to avoid trade 

protectionism. Protectionism would be an economic disaster for 

both our countries. 

In the course of our discussions, we also touched on a 

subject close to both our hearts, the city of Berlin and its 



-3 ~-~ - - - -------- - - - --

brave people. We both agreed that they must be included in 

whatever benefits improved East-West relations may bring. We rJc.,:::U... 

look fonward to a positive response to the invitation the Weste ~~ 

Powers extended last December to the Soviet Union to join with c s 

in taking steps to improve the lives of Berliners. 

The Chancellor's visits to Washington are always welcome. 

We will be seeing each other again soon at the NATO Summit in 

Brussels. Until then, we do not say good-bye but auf 

Wiedersehen. (owf veeder zain) 
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(Judge edit) 
February 17, 1988 
5:00 p.m. 

PRESIDENTIAL . REMARKS: CHANCELLOR KOHL OF !~~ff:JG~~Y:;: {: 7 
DEPARTURE STATEMENT ' . . V 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 1988 

It has been a very great pleasure to meet with Chancellor 

Kohl again for a friendly and highly useful discussion. 

This year marks the 40th anniversary of a series of events 

that have shaped the destiny of our two countries. In 1948, the 

United States stepped forward and helped spark the post-war 

recovery of West Germany and Europe and assisted in starting the 

constitutional process that created a West German state. In 

response to Soviet challenges, we launched the Berlin Airlift and 

aided in laying the foundation for collective security and the 

economic integration of Western Europe. It was in this crucible 

of events that the modern relationship between the Federal 

Republic of Germany and the United States was forged, a 

relationship which has prospered and many times proven its value 

to both our countries. 

As befits good friends, the Chancellor and I have met 

regularly since we assumed office. Our discussions reflect the 

richness of our relationship and the many interests we share. I 

especially benefit from hearing the Chancellor's views on world 

problems. 

Among the many subjects we discussed today was the state of 

the NATO Alliance, including our common defense efforts and arms 

control strategy. I thanked the Chancellor for his support 

throughout the long I.N.F. negotiations and now for the treaty 

itself. This treaty represents a major political victory for 
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NATO a success far beyond what many thought possible. It 

carries important lessons on how successfully to negotiate arms 

reductions with the Soviet Union. 

We also reviewed progress on the NATO Alliance's next arms 

control priorities. These include negotiations towards a 

50 percent reduction in strategic arms; a verifiable global ban 

on chemical weapons; and redressing the serious imbalances in 

conventional forces in Europe. We agreed that we must deal with 

the Soviet Union from a position of realism, strength, and 

Alliance unity. We agreed that the Alliance must maintain both 

military strength and readiness. These are the underpinnings and 

preconditions of any successful dialogue with the Soviet Union. 

Only a strong West can have a positive influence on the way in 

which the Soviet Union deals with other countries and with its 

own people. We - know that a weak western alliance . cannot. The 

NATO Summit meeting early next month will provide an opportunity 

to continue discussion of these important matters within the 

Alliance as a whole. 

The Chancellor and I also discussed economic and trade 

issues. In particular, I told the Chancellor that I supported 

the efforts he has taken to stimulate the West German economy, 

and I expressed the hope that he would do more. The Chancellor 

in turn welcomed our efforts to reduce the U.S. Federal deficit. 

We both agreed on the need to avoid trade protectionism. 

Protectionism would be an economic disaster for both our 

countries. 
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In the course of our discussions, we also touched on a 

subject close to both our hearts, the city of Berlin and its 

brave people. We both agreed that they must be included in 

whatever benefits improved East-West relations may bring. We 

look forward to a positive response to the invitation the Western 

Powers extended last December to the Soviet Union to join with us 

in taking steps to improve the lives of Berliners. 

The Chancellor's visits to Washington are always welcome. 

We will be seeing each other again soon at the NATO summit in 

Brussels. Until then, we do not say good-bye but auf Wiedersehen 

[owf veeder zain]. 



•. 



DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 
WASHINGTON 

February 19, 1988 

MEMORANDUM FOR NANCY J. RISQUE 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT 
AND SECRETARY TO THE CABINET 

Robert B. Zoellick f15~ 
Counselor to the Secre ~ ry 
and Executive Secretarr 

Presidential Remarks: Kohl Departure 
Statement (2/19/88) 

As relayed to your office by telephone yesterday, the Treasury 
Department has no comments on the above subject material. 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C . 20506 

February 17, 1988 

MEMORANDUM FOR TONY DOLAN ~ 

FROM: PAUL SCHOTT STEVEN~ 

SUBJECT: Presidential Draft Departure and U.S.-German 
Youth Exchange Statements for FRG Kohl OWV 

1185 

Attached at Tab A is a suggested departure statement prepared, by 
the State Department, with NSC staff changes, for the President 
to use on Friday, February 19 following the official working 
visit with FRG Chancellor, Helmut Kohl. 

Attached at Tab Bis a short draft Presidential statement to be 
used during the exchange of documents with Chancellor Kohl 
concerning the establishment of a U.S.-German Youth Exchange 
Council. 

Attachments 

Tab A 
Tab B 

Departure Statement 
Exchange Statement 

cc: Rhett Dawson 



PRESIDENT'S STATEMENT FOLLOWING WHITE HOUSE 

MEETING WITH FRG CHANCELLOR HELMUT KOHL 

FEBRUARY 19, 1988 

1185 

It has been a very great pleasure to meet with Chancellor 

Kohl again for a friendly and highly useful discussion. 

This year marks the 40th anniversary of a series of events 

that have shaped the destiny of our two countries. In 1948, the 

United States participated in decisions which sparked the 

economic recovery of West Germany and Europe, began the 

constitutional process of creating a West German state, joined in 

the airlift to save Berlin, and laid the foundation for 

collective security and economic integration in Western Europe. 

It was in this crucible of events that the modern relationship 

between the Federal Republic of Germany and the United States was 

forged, a relationship which has prospered and many times proven 

its value to both our countries. 

As benefits good friends, the Chancellor and I have met 

regularly since we assumed office. Our discussions reflect the 

richness of our relationship and the many interests we share. I 

especially benefit from hearing the Chancellor's views on world 

problems. 

Among the many subjects we discussed today, we reviewed the 

state of the NATO Alliance, including our common defense efforts 

and arms control strategy. I thanked the Chancellor for his 
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support for the INF Treaty--now and throughout the long INF 

negotiations. This Treaty represents a major political victory 

for NATO--a success far beyond what many thought possible. It 

carries important lessons on how successfully to negotiate arms 

reductions with the Soviet Union. 

We also reviewed progress on the NATO Alliance's next arms 

control priorities. These include a 50% reduction .in strategic 

arms; a verifiable global ban on chemical weapons; and redressing 

the serious imbalances in conventional forces in Europe. We 

agreed that we must deal with the Soviet Union from a position of 

realism, strength, and Alliance unity. We agreed that if the 

Alliance maintains both military strength and a readiness for 

realistic dialogue with the Soviet Union, we could have a 

positive influence on the way in which the Soviet Union deals 

with other countries and with its own people. The NATO Summit 

meeting early next month will provide an opportunity to continue 

discussion of these important matters within the Alliance as a 

whole. 

The Chancellor and I also discussed economic and trade 

issues. In particular, I told the Chancellor that I supported 

the efforts he had taken thus far to stimulate the West German 

economy, and I expressed the hope that he would do more. The 

Chancellor in turn welcomed our efforts to reduce the U.S. 

federal deficit. We both agreed on the need to avoid trade 

protectionism which could stifle economic growth in both 

our countries. 
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In the course of our discussions, we also touched on a 

subject close to both our hearts, the city of Berlin and its 

brave people. We both agreed that they must be included in 

whatever benefits improved East-West relations may bring. We 

look forward to a positive response to the invitation the Western 

Powers extended last December to the Soviet Union to join with us 

in taking steps to improve the lives of Berliners. 

The Chancellor's visits to Washington are always welcome. 

We will be seeing each other again soon at the NATO Summit in 

Brussels. Until then, we do not say good- bye but auf 

Wiedersehen. (owf veeder zain) 



PRESIDENT'S STATEMENT ON THE 

U.S.-GERMAN YOUTH EXCHANGE COUNCIL 

FEBRUARY 19, 1988 

0981-1013 
Add Ons 

Mr. Chancellor, your suggestion during your last visit for a 

U.S.-German Youth Exchange Council has resulted in the recent 

establishment of a body of prominent Americans and, Germans who 

have accepted the challenge to e xpand youth exchanges between our 

two countries. I fully support the work of this Youth Exchange 

Council and share your strong personal commitment to advancing 

mutual understanding, particularly between the younger 

generations in our two countries. I am, therefore, especially 

pleased to be able today to exchange with you, in the presence of 

Director Wick and Professor Weidenfeld, the two Coordinators of 

U.S . -German Cooperation, copies of the documents establishing the 

U.S . -German Youth Exchange Council. 
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It has been a very great pleasure to meet with Chancellor 

Kohl again for a friendly and highly useful discussion. 

This year marks the 40th anniversary of a series of events 

that have shaped the destiny of our two countries. In 1948, t he 

United States participated in decisions which sparked the 

economic recovery of West Germany and Europe, began the 

constitutional process of creating a West German state, joined i n 

the airlift to save Berlin, and laid the foundation fdr 

collective security and economic integration in Western Europe . 

It was in this crucible of events that the modern relationship 

between the Federal Republic of Germany and the United States was 

forged, a relationship which has prospered and many times proven 

its value to both our countries. 

As benefits good friends, the Chancellor and I have met 

regularly since we assumed office. Our discussions reflect th e 

richness of our relationship and the many interests we share. I 

especially benefit from hearing the Chancellor's views on worl d 

problems. 

Among the many subjects we discussed today, we reviewed the 

state of the NATO Alliance, including our common defense effo r~s 

and arms control strategy. I thanked the Chancellor for his 

support for the I.N.F. treaty -- now and throughout the long 

I.N.F. negotiations. This treaty represents a major political 

victory for NATO -- a success far beyond what many thought . 
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possible. It carries important lessons on how successfully to 

negotiate arms reductions with the Soviet Union. 

We also reviewed progress on the NATO Alliance's next arms 

control priorities. These include a 50 percent reduction in 

strategic arms; a verifiable global ban on chemical weapons; and 

redressing the serious imbalances in conventional forces in 

Europe. We agreed that we must deal with the Soviet Union fr c~ ~ 

position of realism, strength, and Alliance unity. We agreed 

that the Alliance must maintain both military strength and 

readiness. These are the underpinnings and preconditions of an y 
S.v'--"-".U ..j.u/ cJy,,/j 
realistic dialogue with the Soviet Union. We Ae~e that a strong 

CA,A 
West w-H-i have a positive influence on the way in which the 

Soviet Union deals with other countries and with its own people. 

We know that a weak western alliance cannot. The NATO Summit 

meeting early next month will provide an opportunity to conti n~e 

discussion of these important matters within the Alliance as a 

whole. 

The Chancellor and I also discussed economic and trade 

issues. In particular, I told the Chancellor that I supported 

the efforts he had taken thus far to stimulate the West German 

economy, and I expressed the hope that he would do more. The 

Chancellor in turn welcomed our efforts to reduce the 

U.S. Federal deficit. We both agreed on the need to avoid trad e 

protectionism. Protectionism would be an economic disaster fe r 

both our countries. 

In the course of our discussions, we also touched on a 

subject close to both our hearts, the city of Berlin and its 
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brave people. We both agreed that they must be included in 

whatever benefits improved East-West relations may bring. We 

look forward to a positive response to the invitation the Western 

Powers extended last December to the Soviet Union to join with us 

in taking steps to improve the lives of Berliners. 

The Chancellor's visits to Washington are always welcome. 

We will be seeing each other again soon at the NATO Summit in 

Brussels. Until then, we do not say good-bye but auf 

Wiedersehen. (owf veeder zain) 
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possible. It carries important lessons on how successfully to 

negotiate arms reductions with the Soviet Union. 

We also reviewed progress on the NATO Alliance's next arms 

control priorities. These include a 50 percent reduction in 

strategic arms; a verifiable global ban on chemical weapons; and 

redressing the serious imbalances in conventional forces in 

Europe. We agreed that we must deal with the Soviet Union fror ~ 

position of realism, strength, and Alliance unity. We agreed 

that the Alliance must maintain both military strength and 

readiness. These are the underpinnings and preconditions of any 
Svc..c.<'.SS~vl Oh.-lj 
realistic dialogue with the Soviet Union. We Re~c>that a strong 

t,a_-'\ 
West wf.H have a positive influence on the way in which the 

Soviet Union deals with other countries and with its own people. 

We know that a weak western alliance cannot. The NATO Summit 

meeting early next month will provide an opportunity to continue 

discussion of these important matters within the Alliance as a 

whole. 

The Chancellor and I also discussed economic and trade 

issues. In particular, I told the Chancellor that I supported 

the efforts he had taken thus far to stimulate the West GerDan 

economy, and I expressed the hope that he would do more. The 

Chancellor in turn welcomed our efforts to reduce the 

U.S. Federal deficit. We both agreed on the need to avoid trade 

protectionism. Protectionism would be an economic disaster fer 

both our countries. 

In the course of our discussions, we also touched on a 

subject close to both our hearts, the city of Berlin and its 
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It has been a very great pleasure to meet with Chancellor 

Kohl again for a friendly and highly useful discussion. 

This year marks the 40th anniversary of a series of events 

that have shaped the destiny of our two countries. In 1948, the 

United States participated in decisions which sparked the 

economic recovery of West Germany and Europe, began the 

constitutional process of creating a West German state, joined in 

the airlift to save Berlin, and laid the foundation for 

collective security and economic integration in Western Europe. 

It was in this crucible of events that the modern relationship 

between the Federal Republic of Germany and the United States was 

forged, a relationship which has prospered and many times proven 

its value to both our countries. 

As benefits good friends, the Chancellor and I have met 

regularly since we assumed office. Our discussions reflect the 

richness of our relationship and the many interests we share. I 

especially benefit from hearing the Chancellor's views on world 

problems. 

Among the many subjects we discussed today, we reviewed the 

state of the NATO Alliance, including our common defense effor ts 

and arms control strategy. I thanked the Chancellor for his 

support for the I.N.F. treaty -- now and throughout the long 

I.N.F. negotiations. This treaty represents a major political 

victory for NATO -- a success far beyond what many thought 
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possible. It carries important lessons on how successfully to 

negotiate arms reductions with the Soviet Union. 

We also reviewed progress on the NATO Alliance's next arms 

control priorities. These include a 50 percent reduction in 

strategic arms; a verifiable global ban on chemical weapons; and 

redressing the serious imbalances in conventional forces in 

Europe. We agreed that we must deal with the Soviet Union from a 

position of realism, strength, and Alliance unity. We agreed 

that the Alliance must maintain both military strength and 

readiness. These are the underpinnings and preconditions of any 

realistic dialogue with the Soviet Union. We hope that a strong 

West will have a positive influence on the way in which the 

Soviet Union deals with other countries and with its own people. 

We know that a weak western alliance cannot. The NATO Summit 

meeting early next month will provide an opportunity to continue 

discussion of these important matters within the -Alliance as a 

whole. 

The Chancellor and I also discussed economic and trade 

issues. In particular, I told the Chancellor that I supported 

the efforts he had taken thus far to stimulate the West German 

economy, and I expressed the hope that he would do more. The 

Chancellor in turn welcomed our efforts to reduce the 

U.S. Federal deficit. We both agreed on the need to avoid trade 

protectionism. Protectionism would be an economic disaster for 

both our countries. 

In the course of our discussions, we also touched on a 

subject close to both our hearts, the city of Berlin and its 
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brave people. We both agreed that they must be included in 

whatever benefits improved East-West relations may bring. We 

look forward to a positive response to the invitation the Western 

Powers extended last December to the Soviet Union to join with us 

in taking steps to improve the lives of Berliners. 

The Chancellor's visits to Washington are always welcome. 

We will be seeing each other again soon at the NATO Summit in 

Brussels. Until then, we do not say good-bye but auf 

Wiedersehen. (owf veeder zain) 
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Chancellor Helmut Kohl. 

Attachment 
Draft Departure Statement 

Melvyn Levitsky 
Executive Secretary 
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PRESIDENT'S STATEMENT FOLLOWING WHITE HOUSE 

MEETING WITH FRG CHANCELLOR HELMUT KOHL 

FEBRUARY 19, 1988 

It has been a very great pleasure to meet with Chancellor 

Kohl again for a friendly and highly useful discussion. Our 

meeting has served to renew and strengthen the ties between our 

countries. 

This year 1s particularly significant in the history of 

U.S.-German relations as it marks the fortieth anniversary of a 

series of events that have shaped our two countries' 

destinies. In one year, 1948, the United States participated 

in decisions which sparked the economic recovery of West 

Germany and Europe, began the constitutional process of 

creating a West German state, saved West Berlin, and laid the 

foundation for collective security and economic integration in 

Western Europe. It was in this crucible of events that the 

modern relationship between the Federal Republic of Germany and 

the United States was forged, a relationship which has endured 

and prospered. 

As befits good friends, the Chancellor and I have met 

regularly since we have both been in office. We have had and 

continue to have a broad agenda to discuss. This reflects the 

richness of our relationship and the multiplicity of interests 
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that bring us together. Along with the work which we 

accomplish together, I benefit from hearing the Chancellor's 

insights into world problems. 

Among the many subjects we discussed today, we reviewed our 

defense efforts and arms control strategy within the NATO 

Alliance. I thanked the Chancellor for his strong support for 

the INF Treaty -- indeed for his strong support throughout the 

INF negotiations. The Alliance's patience and determination on 

this issue laid the foundation for a major political victory 

for NATO -- a success far beyond what many thought possible. 

We and our Allies set high goals and, through our steadfast 

solidarity, we met them. 

We also reviewed progress on the Alliance's arms control 

priorities which include a 50 percent reduction in strategic 

arms; a verifiable global ban on chemical weapons; and 

redressing the serious imbalances in conventional forces in 

Europe. We agreed that we must deal with the Soviet Union from 

a position of realism, strength, and Alliance unity. We agreed 

that if the Allies maintained both our military strength and a 

readiness for realistic dialogue with the Soviet Union, we 

could have a positive influence on the way in which the Soviet 

Union deals with other countries and with its own people. By 

maintaining Alliance resolve, we can also make progress on all 
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issues that concern us -- from arms control to human rights, 

from regional issues to bilateral matters. 

In addition to arms control and the overall East-West 

relationship, the Chancellor and I discussed economic and trade 

issues. We agreed on the need to cooperate closely on a number 

of these. I welcomed recent and planned West German efforts to 

stimulate growth in the German economy. In particular, I 

expressed U.S. support for the Chancellor's efforts to 

liberalize the structure of the West German economy. The 

Chancellor welcomed U.S. efforts to reduce our federal 

deficit. We both agreed on the need to avoid trade 

protectionism which could stifle economic growth in both our 

countries. 

In the course of our discussions, we also touched on a 

subject very close to both our hearts, the free city of Berlin 

and its great people. We both agreed that they must be 

included in whatever benefits improved East-West relations may 

bring. We look forward to a positive response from the Soviets 

to the invitation extended by the Western Powers last December 

to join with us in taking steps to better the lives of 

Berliners. 

The Chancellor's visits to Washington are always welcome. 

We will be seeing each other again soon at the NATO Summit in 
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Brussels and at the Economic Summit in Toronto where we will 

review progress on these and other issues. Until then, we do 

not say good-bye but aufwiedersehen. (owf veeder zain) 
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