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SOY.lET WEAPON DEStGNERS· DENOlJNCE PRESIDENT'S . ABM INITIATIVE 

Summary 

More than two ·-hundred Soviet s-ai·entists signed a -letter in · ... 
: the Netu York Times denounaing t1j,e P:reeid,ent, s· ABM initiative of . 

23 March. Tlie ·s-oientitts- denied ·that an effective .. ABM· system . . , . 
· couU be created and declared tliemse'lves- aonvinced that nuclear · · 
dis-amiament is- t'fie only. 1JJay to atta·;-ri r~ 7,, secn,q>i i;y:~ We d.oub't 
t'Fzat thil!' zte Zects- tn.e tTUe ee hn s o· · man o the· ·saientists . · 

.. -25X1?, 
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= ·. 2sx1 

25X1 

it ie· d~Jficult to see -t'F,,e Z~tter as other than a particularlf 
bypocri'f;1.,'cal and ee'lf-B~1nJ.ing exa.mple ~f Soviet p~opagan_da- · L '-----2-5!1 · 

. . 

TF1:i;s, memo11andzzm 1.iias internaUy initiated·.in ·the O o Saientific 
aJid Weapons- Res-ea'f'on. (iJSWRI. It was- pr-~ared. oy- =-=-=-:-=--=-=-~~~OSWR. 

· . This· papeP 'fzas- been coordinated Tilit'fi t1ie Office o ov7:-e na ys7,,s and 
· NIO/USS'fl... Conv1u~nt8 and: enqu,z,zoies- are T.tJ81;aome and may be addr-essed to. the 

Chief., DeveZopmentaZ PPof;:i>ama:· Iwa:na'FL., . osrm.,·. , I (U J 
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ln a letter in the New York Times of 22 April, a large group of 
Soviet scientists denounced the creation of new ballistic missile 
defense (BMD) systems as called for in President Reagan's televised 
speech of 23 March. The Soviets, ''basing ourselves on the knowledge 
which we as scientists have, and proceeding from our understanding of 
the very nature of nuclear weapons, ••• declare in all responsibility 
that there are no effective defensive means in nuclear war, and their 
creation is practically impossible." Moreover, the scientists assert 
that the -purpose of a BMD system cannot be truly defensive, because 
''Such a 'defensive' weapon offers practically nothing to a country that 
is the target of a sudden massive attack, as it is apparently unable to 
protect the· overwhelming tn.a.jority of its population . .,,.(U) 

They conclude by stating that ''every scientist should honestly and 
clearly, guided by his knowledge and his conscience, declare where the 
world should go -- in the direction of creating new types of strategic 
weapons, which increase the danger of a mutually destructive conflict, 
or along the path of curbing the arms race and, subsequently, leading to 
disarmament. This is the historical moral duty of scientists to 
humankind. On our part, we are firmly convinced, and this conclusion 
has been made on the basis of a strict scientific analysis of all 
aspects of the problem that nuclear disarmament is the only way in which 
the· states and peoples can ensure true security.''(U) 
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SOVIET SCIENTISTS 
· , · APPEAL TO 
ALL SCIENTISTS OF 

i THE WORLD . 

l: " We arte adoressing this letter to all people ol 
oooow1d, above oi) 10 scientists, since never 

. · r-e1ore has the tasi-. o1 preserving li1e and . 
•· peace- on Earth been piven so hiQh e priority . I 

All who ere c learly aware of t_he reafities ~f our ' \ 
time unoerstand the 1mpllcat.1ons of the mces-

1 -sant stockoiling of death-carrying weapons 
· an·d the creation of ever new, increasingly 

· - monstrous means of mass annihilation. The 
· "..security of all peoples csn be safeguarded by 
' _.way of nuclear disarmam,nt, through a &eries 
: _·_of purposetul agreements based on the 
; ~-·undeniable principle of eQuality and eQual . 

· security. 

"ln his speech on March 23 , 1983, however, 
-=--the U.S. President ottered the American peo­

pie another option - the creation o1 a new, · 
gigantic anti-ballistic .missile weapons system, ; 
e.lleQe<:lly of a purely defensive nature, placed , 
on Earth and in outer space, which would al- : 
legedly ensure tor the United States absolute ; 

. eecurtty in the event of a woriq wide nuclear : 
conflict. · · ; 
""Basing oursehles on the kno~pe which : · . 

. we as scientists have, and prooeeding from · 
• i . our unoerstanding of the very nature c,f nu- : 
, : clear wea:x>ns. we declare in all responsibility 

that there are no ettectiYe oetenaive means ln 
, nuclear -war, and their c:raation is practically 
tmp0sslble. . . ' . 

' ·'This opt;on ·of· ours fully accords with the . 
: authoritative and responsible statement by the 

. : i presidents . and · representatives of ·35 
' ; academies of sciences in various countries of · 
-' . the wortd, -which was -signed by, among : 

f others, · representatives · of · the fllational :. 
11.cademy of Sciences of 1he USA., the British 

, Royal Society, Acaoemie Francauie and the 
: 1'.caclemy of Sciences of the USSR. · : 
: ~~in actual 1ect, the attempt to cr9ate ..o-called 
· ::.detensive -weapons' to counter .the·$trateglc . 
t'ludear force of the .ether .-ide, ·which the U;S. 

' President mentioned, will inevitably lead to the 
emergence of a new element strengthening 
tt;te ·American -first strike potential. ft is not 1or• 

• -tuitous that the praetieal actions t,y the U.S. 
.. .ctminlstraticm are .centered now on a crash 
· ·development of precisety·that 1>0tentiaJ: $uch ·. 

r ;a ·oetensive weapon· offers practically nothing' ., 
10 a country that is ·the 'target of ,a -auclclen , 
.massive attack., as it is apparently unable t0 · ' 

' i>rotect the overwhelming :.ma,ortty .-lOf -!ta 
,population. The use of an .anti-ballistic ·miaaile . 
--.pons a,l'Stem sultt; .the .attacking .aide tiNt : 
of all, because they""?!Fe..strwingJo 6esaen the ·­
power of e retaliatory •strike. But·<ft -cannot, -: 
however, fully prevent . -such --a . . ·retaliatory,. 
strike. · • . . · __ -_.; - , · · 

• "'Thus, the inltiati~ of the u:S. President, ·wtio : 
~romises to i::reate a ne-N .anti-ballistic missile :· 

· -weapons $)'Stem, is c~rty-.onented .towardi8 .· 
: ·(!eStabllization- of- the .;existing -stratepic: :: 
•. balance. . By his statement. the President .Js .. '· 
. creating a most dangerous Illusion, whieh 'ma)'' 
' cause an even more threatening cDiral of the 
. arms race. We are firmly convinced that this 
: act will .Tesutt in a sharp tessening of intern&- · 

tional -security. including the security of 1he .. 
: United States. The U.S. administration dis- . 
. plays utmost irresponsibility on the issue of 

humankind's very existence. 
: ··r oday. when our future and that of our ~ 

cendants rests on the scales of history, every : 
. scientist should honestly and clearly, guided 

by his knowiedge and his conscience, declare ' 
. where the wor1d should go - in the direction . 
of -creating neYt· types of strategic weapons, · 
wtiicn increase the danger of a mutually de&­
tructive conflict, or along the path of curoing 
the arms race and, subseQuently, leading to • 
disarmament. This is the historical moral duty 
ct scientists to humankind. 
••on -our ciert, we are firmly convinced, and 
this conclusion has been made on the basi& of 
a strict scientific analysis ot all aspects of the 
i,roblem, that nuclear disarmament is the only • 
way in which the states and peoples can en­
sure true security." 
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