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The Boston Herald, Sunday. July 24, 1983

The Soviet machine

ON JULY 8, Mehumet Ali Agca, the
convicted Turkish terrorist who at-

tempted to kill Pope John Paul II, .
admitted in a surprise encounter "

with journalists that he had acted in
association with the Bulgarian and
Soviet intelligence services.

Videotapes of Agca shown on te-
levision in Western Europe and the
United States revealed him to have
stated: “I have been several times in
Bulgaria and in Syria — and in the
attack against the pope even the
KGB took part.”

Agca’s public statement should
be considered within the broader
context of the news reports of the
sameday, which featured thearrival
in Moscow of Samantha Smith, an
11-year-old gir] from Maine. After
writing to Soviet President Yuri An-
dropov expressing concern about the
horrors of nuclear war, Samantha
was invited to visit the Soviet Unjon.

Mr. Andropov, whom. Samantha
likened to an endearing grandfather
as she departed for Moscow, was
head of the KGB at the time of the
assassination plot against Pope
John Paul IL. During his years in this
position from 1967 to 1982, Andropov
presided over a Soviet apparatus
that perfected such technigues as

lacing Soviet dissidents in mental
ospitals. -

n 1981 Mr. Andropov, moveover,
played a central role in the plans
then being formulated in Moscow to
crush the Polish Solidarity move-

ment, which had received impetus =

after the pope’s first return visit to
his native Poland. In fact, the “An-
dropov technique” that was used in
Poland by General Jaruzelski and
Polish military units, was planned
and carried out by the KGB.

The tactics, similiar to those em-
ployed against Soviet dissidents, in-
clude the use of firm pressure and
enforeeable threats, as well as ef-
forts to split opposition elements
and thus to render them unable to
mount a serious challenge to Com-
munist rule. Direct contact between
military units and the general popu-
lation can be minimized if the dissi-
dent groups can be headed off before
they reach the level of the Hungar-
ian Revolution.

This seems clearly {0 have been
the lesson learned by Andropov dur-
ing his tenure as ambassador to
Hungary, which coincided with the
Soviet invasion to restore Mescow's
hegemony in November of 1956 after

by ROBERT PFALTZGRAFF

-

the local situation, from the Krem-
lin's perspective, had gotten out of
hand.

In the case of Poland, the “An-
dropov technique” apparently in-
cluded elimination of the pope. Could
the Soviet leadership have surmised
in the early months of 1981 that
without Popd John Paul II; the Soli-
darity movement would have been
weakened and the need for possible
Soviet military intervention
lessened?

To understand the relationship
in Soviet strategy between a Krem-
lin-inspired plot against the life of a

pe and Moscow’s exploitation of

amantha Smith’s fear of nuclear
war, it is necessary to grasp the
significance of the use of what are
termed “active measures” by the So-
viet Union.

These consist of a broad range of
tactics, including acts of terrorism
and murder, the organization of
mass demonstrations, the planting
of false stories in the press of other
countries, the convening of interna-
tional meetings sponsored or sup-
ported by Soviet front organizations
such as the World Peace Counei! and
its affiliates in a large number of
countries, including the United
States, and the dissemination of pro-
paganda on a massive scale.

Soviet active measures have one
specific objective — to quell political
dissidence in countries within Mos-
cow’s orbit and in the Soviet Union
itself and to exploit the fears and
sensitivities of millions of peace-lov-
ing people in countries of the Free
World.

Acts such as the attack against
the pope can be launched more easily
in free societies than in the Soviet
Union as a tightly controlled police
state. Similiarly, other types of ac-
tive measures, such as the invitation
to Samantha Smith, can be underta-
ken by totalitarian states against
free societies, but not in reverse by
free societies against totalitarian
states. . :

For Samantha Smith and other

Americans, travel abroad is a cher- .

ished right; for the population of the
Soviet Union it is a privilege re-
served for the few and granted only
by the Soviet state. A Soviet citizen
concerned about nuclear war could
accept an invilation by President

Reagan to visit the United States
only with the explicit approval of the

- Soviet government.

Witness the plight of the Penta-
costal family whose members found
refuge in the American Embassy in
Moscow before finally being permit-
ted to emigrate from the Soviet Un-
jon, thus ending a quest for freedom
that had lasted more than a genera-
tion. Countless others have been
denied permission toleave the Soviet
Union.

As head of the KGB, with perva-
sive tentacles into Soviet society and
global operations, Andropov hashad
access to information that now en-
hances his capacity to exploit the
hopes and fears of the United States
and other free societies. For exam-
ple, the vision of peace embodiedina
child is a central element of the
Christian religious experience of the
West.

The Soviet Union seeks to alter
the premises upon which American
public pelicy is based in order to
mold popular attitudes outside the
Soviet Union detrimental to a strong
Western defense.

The Soviet Union would have us
believe that the United States threa-
tens the peace by building arma-
ments vital to its security, notwith-
standing the fact that the Soviet
Union has now deployed the world’s
largest military capability.

In responding with prudent de-
fense programs, the United States is
alleged to endanger peace. Although
only Soviet rockets are targeted
against Western Europe, and
neither NATO nor the United States
has any plans to attack the Soviet
Union, the United States supposedly
endangers the security of Europe if
it provides for the common defense.

This is the message that the Se-
viet Union, through Samantha
Smith and other well-meaning per-
sons, seeks to convey as Moscow con-
tinues a vast and unrelenting arms
buildup, together with large-scale
military assistance to clients from
Northeast Asia to Central America.

Robert L. Pfaltzgraff Jr. is presi-
dent of the Institute for Foreign Po-
licy Analysis, professor of interna-
tional politics at Tyfls University’s
Fletcher School of Law and Diplo-
macy and a member of the Herald’s
Board of Contributors.
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SUBJECT: President's Briefing on the Soviet Union

(Friday, August 5, 1983; 1:30 p.m, Situation Room)

Attached at Tab I is a memorandum from you to the President
providing an overview of the briefing we have prepared for
Friday, August 5 on the Soviet Union. The purpose of this
memorandum is to inform the President about the subjects that

will be covered.
~
Jack Matlo concurs.

RECOMMENDAT ION

That you sign the memorandum to the President at Tab I.

Approve Disapprove

Attachment:

Tab I Memorandum to the President

SECRET /\\\MGK,N\\
Dec si on: DR ™.
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

August 2, 1983

Judge,

I regret having to send such a
forceful memo to you on the recom-
mendations of Secretaries Shultz and
Baldrige concerning Caterpillar
pipelayers to the USSR, particularly
after expending enormous efforts with
the Cabinet to smooth over past
interagency differences on East-West
economic policy in general. I felt we
had achieved this unity of purpose
within the Administration, as
evidenced by our shared pride in the
major accomplishments of the work
programs and the success of
Williamsburg. Nevertheless, I believe
it is incumbent on us to intervene
when we see this hard-fought unity, as
well as established procedures in any
way breaking down.

Re binson
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~lucrative markets without compensatory foreign policy benefits.-

CWT OF -
PATAN '
- THE SECRETARY OF COMMERCE
Washington, D.C. 20230

s, Y

Honorable George Bush
President of the Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Mr. President:

In accordance with authority contained in Section XX of the Export
Administration Act of 1979 (Public Law 96-72 of September 29, 1979;
hereinafter "the Act"), as delegated to me under Executive QOrder
12214 of May 2, 1980, I hereby remove export controls on oil and gas
equipment and technology maintained for foreign policy reasons. The
removal of controls does not require that I notify Congress of such
actions. However because of the controversial nature of these
controls I am extending this courtesy.

Prior to August 1978, most equipment used for the exploration and
production of o0il and natural gas was not subject to Department of
Commerce validated license requirements. At that time, controls
were imposed due to Soviet human rights violations. Since that
time, the U.S. has maintained unilateral foreign policy controls on
0il and gas exploration and production equipment and technology.

Our experience in administering these controls has demonstrated that
they are ineffective, allowing foreign .suppliers to capture '

The United States will continue to actively pursue a coordinated
export control policy with our allies and friends. We believe that
this approach will better enable us to meet foreign policy, mnational
security and international trade objectives.

The removal -of foreign policy controls on oil and gas production and

‘exploration eguipment and technology is takeh with the concurrence

of the Secretary of State.

Sincerely,

Secretary of Commerce
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171722 MEMO 4 7/5/1983 B1

COPY OF DOC #171721, W/SAME NOTATIONS
(DECISION MEMO TO UNDER SECRETARY FOR
INTERNATIONAL TRADE RE EXPORT
CONTROLS - INCL. COVER SHEET)

Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)]

B-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA]

B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA]

B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA]

B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA]

B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA]

B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA]

B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA]
B-9 Release would disciose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA]
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