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THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release April 30, 1981
REMARKS OF THE PRESIDENT
AT THE HOLOCAUST CEREMONY

The East Room
10:22 A.M. EDT

THE PRESIDENT: I feel a little unnecessary because
I don't know that anyone could say anything that would add to
those words that we just heard. It is a particular pleasure for
me to be here with you today. This meeting, this ceremony has
meaning not only for people of the Jewish faith, those who have
been persecuted, but for all who want to prevent another Holocaust.

Jeremiah wrote of the days when the Jews were carried
off to Babylon and Jerusalem was destroyed. He said, "Jerusalem
weeps in the night and tears run down her cheeks." Today, yes,
we remember the suffering and the death of Jews and of all those
others who were persecuted in World War II. We try to recapture
the horror of millions sent to gas chambers and crematoria.

And we commemorate the days of April in 1945 when American and
Allied troops liberated the Nazi death camps. The tragedy that
ended 36 years ago was still raw in our memories because it took
place, as we've been told, in our life time. We share the wounds
of the survivors. We recall the pain only because we must never
permit it to come again. And, yet, today, in spite of that exper-
ience, as an entire generation has grown to adulthood, who never
knew the days of World War II, and we remember ourselves, when we
were younger, how distant history seemed, anything that came
before our time -- and so the signs do exist, the ugly graffiti,
the act of violence, the act of terrorism here and there, scattered
throughout the world and not quite large enough in dimension for
us to rally as we once did in that war.

I'm horrified today when I know that in here, that
there are actually people now trying to say that the Holocaust
was invented, that it never happened, that there weren't six
million people whose lives were taken cruelly and needlessly in
that event, that all of this is propaganda. Well, the old cliche
that a picture is worth a thousand words. In World War II, not
only do we have the survivors today to tell us first-hand, but in
World War II, I was in the military and assigned to a post where
every week, we obtained from every branch of the service all over
the world the combat film that was taken by every branch. And
we edited this into a secret report for the general staff. We
had access to and saw that secret report. And I

MORE



remember April '45. I remember seeing the first film that came

in when the war was still on, but our troops had come upon the

first camps and had entered those camps. And you saw, unretouched --
and no way that it could have ever been rehearsed -- what they

saw —-- the horror they saw. I felt the pride when, in one of those
camps, there was a nearby town, and the people were ordered to come
and look at what had been going on, and to see them. And the reaction
of horror on their faces was the greatest proof that they had

not been conscious of what was happening so near to them.

And that film still, I know, must exist in the military,
and there it is, living motion pictures, for anyone to see, and
I won't go into the horrible scenes that we saw. But, it remains
with me as confirmation of our right to rekindle these memories,
because we need always guard against that kind of tyranny and
inhumanity. Our spirit is strengthened by remembering and our
hope is in our strength. There is an American poem that says
humanity, with all its fears and all its hopes, depends on us.

As a matter of fact, it was the Pope at the end
of World War II when the world was so devastated, and yet, we
alone remained so strong, who said, "America has a genius for
great and unselfish deeds, and into the hands of America, God
has placed an afflicted mankind." I think that that was a
trust given to us that we should never betray. It is this
responsibility as free people that we face today. It's this
commitment among free people that we celebrate.

The hope of a ceremony such as this is that even
a tortured past holds promise if we learn its lessons. According
to Isaiah, there will be a new heaven and a new earth and
the voice of weeping will be heard no more. Together, with the
help of God, we can bear the burden of our nightmare. It is up
to us to ensure that we never live it again.

Theodore Roosevelt said that the presidency was a
bully pulpit. Well, I, for one, intend that this bully pulpit
shall be used on every occasion, where it is appropriate, to
point a finger of shame at even the ugliness of graffiti, and
certainly wherever it takes place in the world, the act of
violence or terrorism, and that even at the negotiating table,
never shall it be forgotten for a moment that wherever it is
taking place in the world, the persecution of people, for whatever

reason =—-- persecution of people for their religious belief --
that is a matter to be on that negotiating table or the United
States does not belong at that table. (Applause.)

END 10:30 A.M. EST
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HOLOCAUST MEMORTAL COUNCIL DAYS OF REMEMBRANCE CEREMONY REMARKS
APRIL 30, 1981

IT IS A PARTICULAR PLEASURE FOR ME TO BE WITH YOU TODAY. THIS
CEREHONY HAS MEANING NOT ONLY FOR JEWISH PEOPLE AND THOSE WHO HAVE

BEEN PERSECUTED, BUT FOR ALL OF US WHO WANT TO PREVENT ANOTHER
HOLOCAUST.

JEREMIAR WROTE OF DAYS WHEN JEWS WERE CARRIED OFF TO BABYLON,
AND JERUSALEM WAS DESTROYED, JERUSALEM "WEEPS IN THE NIGHT, AND
TEARS RUN DOWN HER CHEEKS,” HE SAID,

TODAY, WE REMEMBER THE SUFFERING AND THE DEATH OF JEWS AND
OTHERS IN WORLD WAR IT, WE TRY TO RECAPTURE THE HORROR OF MILLIONS
SENT TO GAS CHAMBERS AND CREMATORIA. AND WE COMMEMORATE THE DAYS
OF APRIL IN 1945 WHEN AMERICAN AND ALLIED TROOPS LIBERATED THE
NAZI DEATH CAMPS,

THE TRAGEDY THAT ENDED 36 YEARS AGO IS STILL RAW IN OUR MEMORIES
BECAUSE IT TOOK PLACE IN OUR LIFETIME. WE SHARE THE WOUNDS OF THE
SURVIVORS, WE RECALL THE PAIN ONLY BECAUSE WE MUST NEVER PERMIT
[T TO COME AGAIN,



IT IS RIGHT THAT WE REKINDLE THESE MEMORIES BECAUSE WE NEED
ALWAYS TO GUARD AGAINST TYRANNY. OUR SPIRIT IS STRENGTHENED BY
REMEMBERING, AND OUR HOPE IS IN OUR STRENGTH,

THERE IS AN AMERICAN POEM THAT SAYS HUMAWITY, WITH ALL ITS
FEARS AND ALL ITS HOPES, DEPENDS ON US. IT IS THIS RESPONSIBILITY,
AS FREE PEOPLE, THAT WE FACE TODAY, IT IS THIS COMMITMENT, AMONG
FREE PEOPLE, THAT WE CELEBRATE,

.

THE HOPE OF OUR CEREMONY TODAY IS THAT EVEN A TORTURED PAST
HOLDS PROMISE IF WE LEARN ITS LESSONS. ACCORDING TO ISATAH, THERE
WILL BE A NEW HEAVEN AND A NEW EARTH, AND THE VOICE OF WEEPING

WILL BE HEARD NO MORE.

TOGETHER WITH GOD WE CAN BEAR THE BURDEN OF OUR NIGHTMARE,
IT IS UP TO US TO ENSURE WE NEVER LIVE IT AGAIN,

#HF
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Isaiah, there will be a new Heaven and a new Earth, and the
voice of weeping will be heard no more.
Together with God we can bear the burden of our nightmare.

It is up to us to ensure we never live it/éggain.



(Maseng/mc) April 29, 1981
Second Draft

BRIEF REMARKS: HOLOCAUST COUNCIL DAYS OF REMEMBRANCE CEREMONY

It is a particular pleasure for me to be with you
today. This ceremony has meaning not only for Jewish people
and those who have been persecuted, but for all of us who
want to prevent another holocaust.

Jeremiah wrote of days when Jewg were carried off to
Babylon and Jerusalem was destroyed. Jerusalem "weeps in the
night, and tears run down her cheeks," he said.

Today, we remember the suffering and the death of Jews
and others in World War II. We try to recapture the horror
of millions sent to gas chambers and crematoria. And we
commemorate the days of April in 1945 when American and
Allied troops liberated the Nazi death camps.

The tragedy that ended 36 years ago is still raw in our
memories because it took place in our lifetime. We share
the wounds of the survivors. We recall the pain hoping it
will never come again.

It is right that we rekindle the fear today because our
fear is of tyranny. Our spirit is stfengthened by remembering,
and our hope is in our strength.

There is an American poem that says humanity, with all
its fears and all its hopes, depends on us. It is this
responsibility, as free people, that we face today. It is
this commitment, among free people, that we celebrate.

The hope of our ceremony today is that even a tortured

past holds promise if we learn its lessons. According to
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Isaiah, there will be a new Heaven and a new Earth, and the
voice of weeping will be heard no more.
Together with God we can bear the burden of our nightmare.

It is up to us to ensure we never live it, again.
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(Maseng) ' April 28, 1981
First Draft

BRIEF REMARKS: HOLOCAUST COUNCIL DAYS OF REMEMBRANCE CEREMONY
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(Maseng) April 29, 1981
First Draft

BRIEF REMARKS: HOLOCAUST COUNCIL DAYS OF REMEMBRANCE CEREMONY

It is a particular pleasure for me to be with you today.
This ceremony has meaning not only for Jewish people and
those who have been persecuted, but for all of us who want
to prevent another holocaust.

Jeremiah wrote of days when Jews were carried off to
Babylon and Jerusalem was destroyed. Jerusalem "weeps sore
in the night, and her tears are on her cheeks," he said.

Today, we remember the suffering and the death of Jews
and others in World wWar II. We try to recapture the horror
of millions sent to gas chambers and crematoria. And we
commemorate the days of April in 1945 when American and
Allied troops liberated the Nazi death camps.

The tragedy that ended 36 years ago is still raw in
our memories because it took place in our lifetime. We
share the wounds of the survivors. We recall the pain hoping
it will never come again.

It is right that we rekindle the fear today because
our fear is of tyranny. Our spirit is strengthened by
remembering, and our hope is in our strength.

There is an American poem that says humanity, with all
its fears and all its hopes, depends on us. It is this
responsibility, as free people, that we face today. It 'is
this commitment, among free people, that we celebrate.

The hope of our ceremony today is that even a tortured
past holds promise if we learn its lessons. According to
Isaiah, there will be a new heaven and a new earth, and the

voice of weeping will be heard no more.
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Together with God we can bear the burden of our
nightmare. It is up to us to ensure we never live it,

again.



(Maseng) April 28, 1981
First Draft

BRIEF REMARKS: HOLOCAUST COUNCIL DAYS OF REMEMBRANCE CEREMONY

It is a particular pleasure for me to be with you today.
This ceremony has meaning not only for Jewish people and those
who have been persecuted, but for all of us who want to prevent
another holocaust.

Jeremiah wrote of days when Jews were carried off to
Babylon and Jerusalem was destroyed. Jerusalem "weeps sore
in the night, and her tears are on her cheeks," he said.

Today, we remember the suffering and the death of Jews
and others in World War II. We try to recapture the horror
of millions sent to gas chambers and crematoria. And we
commemorate the days of April in 1945 when American and Allied
troops liberated the Nazi death camps.

The tragedy that ended 36 years ago is still raw in our
memories because it took place in our lifetime. We share the
wounds of the survivors. We recall the pain hoping it will
never come again.

It is right that we rekindle the fear today because our
fear is of tyranny. Our spirit is strengthened by remembering,
and our hope is in our strength.

There is an American poem that says humanity, with all
its fears and all its hopes, depends on us. It is this
responsibility, as free people, that we face today. It is

this commitment, among free people, that we celebrate.
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The hope of our ceremony today is that even a tortured
past holds promise if we learn its lessons. According to
Isaiah, there will be ¢ new heaven and a new earth, and the
voice of weeping will be heard no more.

Together with God we can bear the burden of our

nightmare. It is up to us to ensure we Rever live it, again.
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SCHEDULE OF THE PRESIDENT

THURSDAY, APRIL 30, 1981

EVENT: UNITED STATES HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL COUNCIL, DAYS OF

REMEMBRANCE

THE PRESIDENT'S PARTICIPATION

Brief Remarks

Attend and Observe Candlelighting

Ceremony

ADVANCE

GUBITOSI, ROBERT K.

CONTACT

STUDDERT, STEPHEN M.

LEAD
PRESS
USss
WHCA

202/456-7565

WEATHER
Partly to Mostly Cloudy

Mid 70's

 DRESS

‘Men's Business Suit

Effective 4/29/81 10:30 a.m.



THURSDAY, APRIL 30, 1981 Page 1

10:09 a.m.

10:15 a.m.

9:00 a.m. Invited quests arrive The White House,
Southwest Gate, and are escorted to Rose
Garden. (Approximately 350 guests)

Attendees

Holocaust Memorial Council members
Family members of the Holocaust Council
Members of Congress

Distinguished Guests

Podium Guests

Mr. Elie Wiesel, Council Chairman
Cantor Isaac Goodfriend, Council Member
Dr. Alfred Gottschalk, Council Member
Mr. Monroe Freedman, Director of Council
Mr. Jacob Stein, Special Advisor to The
White House (Master of Ceremonies)
Senator John C. Danforth (R-MO)
Congressman Sidney Yates (D-IL)

9:54 a.m. Welcoming remarks by Mr. Jacob Stein,
Special Advisor to The White House, after
which he will introduce Senator Danforth.

9:56 a.m. Invocation and remarks by Senator John C.
Danforth (R-MO).

10:00 a.m. Announcement of THE PRESIDENT (off-stage)
FULL PRESS COVERAGE

THE PRESIDENT departs The Oval Office, proceeds

directly to stage, is greeted by podium gquests, and is

seated.

10:01 a.m. Mr. Elie Wiesel, Council Chairman of the
United States Holocaust Memorial Council
makes remarks and introduces THE
PRESIDENT.

THE PRESIDENT makes remarks.

FULL PRESS COVERAGE
THE PRESIDENT concludes remarks and is seated.

10:16 a.m. Mr. Jacob Stein introduces Congressman
Sidney Yates (D-IL).

10:17 a.m. Congressman Sidney Yates makes brief
remarks, regarding Candlelighting

Ceremony.

Effective 4/29/81 10:30 a.m.



THURSDAY,

APRIL 30, 1981 - Continued Page 2

10:23 a.m.

THE PRESIDENT will observe 6 family members of the

Holocaust come to the stage to light candles and shake
each member's hand.

10:20 a.m.

10:22 a.m.

Mr. Jacob Stein introduces Cantor Isaac

Goodfriend who will chant the El1 Moleh,

and Dr. Alfred Gottschalk who will chant
the Kaddish.

Mr. Jacob Stein introduces Mr. Monroe
Freedman, Director of Council, who will
thank THE PRESIDENT for his participation.

THE PRESIDENT departs Rose Garden en route The Oval

Office.

10:45 a.m.

Guests are invited to attend reception in
Rose Garden by Mr. Monroe Freedman.

Reception concludes and guests depart The
White House via Southwest Gate.

* NOTE: 1In the event of inclement weather, the Ceremony will take
place in the East Room.

Effective 4/29/81 10:30 a.m.



TALKING POINTS FOR THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES
Days of Remembrance
The Rose Garden

April 30, 1981
9:30 a.m.

Mr. Chairman; Honored Guests:

Just 36 years ago, in April of 1945, American and Allied troops

lTiberated the Nazi death Camps. What they found there was evil

and horror of a magnitude that surpassed anything that the world

had previously experienced. Ancient prejudices and unwarranted

hatreds had joined with modern technology to create the Holocaust --

Mr.

the gas chambers, in which millions of men, women, and
children, and their dreams, had been mercilessly
destroyed;

the crematoria, which had turned millions into
ashes and smoke, as if that could conceal the acts
of the oppressors, and silence the voices of the
oppressed;

and the 1iving dead who were to survive physical
destruction, but who were doomed to live with the
memories of an incomprehensible terror. Their
valor in reaffirming 1ife serves as an inspiration
to us all. |

Chairman, we must never allow ourselves to forget those

scenes of horror.

Lt
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We must never allow ourselves to forget that the Holocaust was
planned and executed as what the Nazis called the "Final Solution" --
resulting in the annihilation of six million people for no other
reason than that they, or their parents, or their grandparents, had
been Jews.

We must never allow ourselves to forget that the process of
mass murder did not stop with the Jews, but extended ultimately to

millions of other victims of Nazism throughout occupied Europe.

/The President might want to add here that a consequence of

the Holocaust was a recognition by the world that the dream of a

Jewish homeland had to become a reality; that the United States

TSN
-

. . N
has been firmly committed to Israel as a friend and ally from the -
day Israel achieved Independence; and that our Nation's commitment

to Israel's security will never wane or falter./

You have written, Mr. Chairman, "Indifferencé is no longer
a sin; it has become its own punishment." That is the universal
message of the Holocaust -- that we cannot again remain indifferent,
silent, or inactive, when confronted with evil. V -
| The task of your Council, therefore, Mr. Chairman, is to keep
us ever mindful of that fundamental truth. That is why, last year,

I wrote to Mr. Sigmund Strochlitz, Chairman of your Days of

_Remembrance Committee:



"America would benefit greatly from a memorial to

the millions who died in the Holocaust. Every

American must be made aware that such a horror,

almost beyond the scope of human comprehension,

took place in our times. Therefore, the effort

to build the Holocaust memorial must be a

bipartisan enterprise, for its significance

transcends politics."

The men and women of our country who were part of the liberation
of the Nazi concentration camps are brave people who shared a
common bond with those they freed -- the bond of humanity. This
bond of humanity is an unbroken one that allows all people to share
each other's memories and commitment -- never to forget.

Those who survived to come to our great country have contributed
to all aspects of American life. Today, as always, they bear witness

N

to what they have experienced and what all of us remember. We are
all witnesses today.

This is an International Day -- a day that is recognized by
people in most countries. We, as leaders of the Western World,
call for all to remember, as we do, in sadness but also with firm
resolve.

Accordingly, Mr. Chairman, I have issued the following Presidential

Proclamation:

/Text of Presidential Proclamation/

H
it



United States Holocaust Memorial Council

Office of the _
Director April 27, 1981

MEMORANDUM FOR RED CAVANEY
FROM : MONROE H. FREEDMAN

SUBJECT Talking Points for President Reagan, Thursday, April 30, 1981

Enclosed are the Talking Points for the President's Remarks
at the Days of Remembrance Ceremony on April 30, 1981.

Please let me know if there is anything else we can do to help.

< L

Suite 832, 425 13th Street, NW Washington, DC 20004
' ~ 202-724-0779



TALKING POINTS FOR THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES
Days of Remembrance
The Rose Garden

April 30, 1981
9:30 a.m.

Mr. Chairman; Honored Guests:

Jusgyggmyears ago, in April of 1945, American and Allied troops
Tiberated the Nazi death Camps. What they found there was evil
and horror of a magnitude that surpassed anything that the world
;zawg;éviéus1y e%perienced. Ancient prejudices and unwarranted
hatreds had joined with modern technology to create the Holocaust --

-- the gas chambers, in which millions of men, women, and
children, and their dreams, had been mercilessly
destroyed;

--  the créhatoria, which had turned millions into
ashes and smoke, as if that could conceal the acts
of the oppressors, and silence the voices of the
oppressed;

-- and the Tiving dead who were to survive physical
destruction, but who were doomed to live with the
memories of an incomprehensible terror. Their
valor in reaffirming 1ife serves as an inspiration
to us all.

Mr. Chairman, we must never allow ourselves to forget those

scenes of horror.









SMIEANTORANDUN

F'HE WHITE HHOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 27, 1981

MEMORANDUM FOR MICHAEL DEAVER

VIA: JOE CANZERI
FROM : RED CAVANEY@K
SUBJECT: Days of Remembrance

U.S. Holocaust Memorial Council

Attached please find a copy of the Draft Program for the

Days of Remembrance observance. This outline keeps Presidential
involvement dignified and within the prescribed time allowance.
Additionally, it minimizes the religious tenor of the proceedings

without eliminating an element of reverence. 1Is this acceptable?
Approve Disapprover
Note: We have an 11:00 a.m. meeting, on

Tuesday, with Council personnel
and guidance from you in advance
would be helpful.

There is a high level of Congressional involvement with fifty (50)
acceptances to date. All members were invited.

GCuests will stand for the observance service. -

cc: Peter McCoy —
Jack Stein ’
Mari Maseng
Stephen Studaert
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April 27, 1981

UNITED STATES HOLOCAUST COUNCIL

DAYS OF REMEMBRANCE

PROGRAM DRAFT

Welcoming remarks by Elizabeth Dole

Remarks by Mark Talisman, U.S. Holocaust Memorial
Council Vice Chairman

Musical interlude (4 vioclins)
Offstage announcement
-
The President departs Oval Office en route dais

(Portico steps) and is seated

FULL PRESS COVERAGE
AUDIENCE: 250 -

Remarks by U.S. Holocaust Memorail Council Chairman
Elie Wiesel, concluding in the introduction of the
President

Presidential remarks

FULL, PRESS COVERAGE

Remarks conclude.
The President departs dais en route Oval Office.

Musicalvinterlude

Kaddish by Cantor Isaac Goodfriend

Program concludes.

Guests are invited to a reception immediately
following.

Reception concludes.



MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 22, 19581

MEMORANDUM TO: JAMES A. BAKER, IIT .
FROM: RED CAVANEYQif “
SUBJECT: U. S. Holocaust Memorial Council

Days of Remembrance

Attached you will find background material on the subject event,
including recommendations from Jack Stein, Dick Allen and myself.
Also attached is a copy of PL 96-388, which establishes the
Council and dictates they provide appropriate ways for the
nation to commemorate the Days of Remembrance as an annual,
national, civic commemoration of the Holocaust.

This is a very solemn and sacred event for the Jewish community.
I have received assurances from Jack Stein, Gordon Zacks and
other leading Jewish figures that "politicizing" this observance
would be an unconscionable act and would result in societal
ostracism for anyone guilty of causing an embarrassment.

Additionally, the list of invitees will be very carefully scree:i-
ed to include only, Council members, Members of Congress, select-
ed ambassadors and respected Jewish leaders.

Our disagreement with the American Jewish community is a geo-
strategic issue and failure on the part of the administration to
recognize the Days of Remembrance may well give a distorted
character to the nature of our disagreement with the Jewish
community.

A sample schedule is attached.

Requested date is April 30th.



MEMORANDUM ﬂf
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THE WHITE HOUSE ‘ g DB

WASHINGTON

March 24, 1981

MEMORANDUM FOR: GREG NEWELL -

FROM: RED CAVANEY@%//
SUBJECT: PROPOSED PRESIDENTIAL EVENT

U.S. HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL COUNCIL
DAYS OF REMEMBRANCE

-

4

When the staffing memorandum on this event was originally cir-
culated, I suggested we hold on the answer until we could
obtain some commitments that the commission would be opened to
some Republicans. This has happened.

Jews of all persuasions are in support of the concept of honoring
the Holocaust, and there is tremendous support for this event.
The attached letter from nine members of Congress only scratches
the surface.

Due to some of our present policies which have caused some
commotion in the Jewish community, there is some risk in placing
the President in front of another give-and-take session. On

the other hand, we should not move away from the Jewish bloc

because there are some very real opportunities for political
gains here.

The Holocaust event is very solemn, and would give the President
an excellent chance to increase contact with the community,
while remaining above the discussion.

They are willing to modify their event and hope the President
has some time available at the end of April or on the morning

of May 1lst. Cannot be later due to the Sabbath.

Thanks.

encl. attached



MEMORANDUM

1593
THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 6, 1981

MEMORANDUM FOR GREGORY J. NEWELL

FROM: "RICHARD V. ALLEN ﬁlﬂ/

SUBJECT: Proposed Presidential Event
U.S. Holocaust Memorial Council
Days of Remembrance

I concur with Red Cavaney's recommendation at Tab A that
the Holocaust event is very solemn and would give the
President an excellent chance to increase contact with
the Jewish community. In addition, this solemn event is
important not only to the American Jewish community but
to Israel and millions of non-Jews who appreciate the
need to remember the Holocaust, especially in view of the
ignorance of this tragedy among the youth of today. I
suggest that if the President cannot attend, the Vice
President should be approached.
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United States Holocaust Memorial C-.uncil

Office of the January 20, 1981
Chairman

Dear Mr. President:

On the day of your Inauguration, I am writing on behalf of
the members of the Holocaust Memorial Council, to express our
sense of honor to be able to serve under your leadership.

May you lead ocux country in strength, in justice, and in

peace.

One of the principal duties assigned to the Holocaust Memorial
Council by the Congress is the establishment and observance of
annual Days of Remembrance to caunarmrate_theau\ct\nns of the
Nazi Holocaust. This year, th& Days _of Remembrance will fall
during the week oé’Squﬁ&‘: iWe would be more than
pleased and honored if you would be willing to make a brief
address as part of the National Civic Ceremony in Washington, D. C.
Surely, your presence and your words would le;nd a special signifi-
cance to that hallowed occasion.

We have tentatively set Thursday, April 30, for the National
Civic Ceremony. That date could be adjusted, however, to suit
your convenience, to any day from Sunday, April 26, through
Wednesday, April 29.

I was deeply moved by the simple yet powerful eloquence of
your Inaugural Address. "We are Americans.® Those words have
always been a source of justifiable pride, but, perhaps, never
more so than at the moment when you uttered them, for us all,
upon becoming our President. : '

Sincerely,

! !

L4

Elie Wiese_l?(

The Honorable Ronald Reagan
President of the United States
Washington, D.C. 20500

Suite 832, 425 13th Street, NW Washington, DC 20004
202-724-0779



February 24, 1281

Dear Bill:
Tha Presidont has ed me to thank yvou for the

February 6 let tor whlcu vou cosicned with eight
of vour colleagues on the United Stataes Folocaust
Mowmorial Council.

You indicated that the first duty of the Council is
to arrange for a national commernoration of the vi
af the Holocaust, and that this vear's Daves of Iome
brance will fall on Apxil 26 thyouch May 2. You al
suggested that the ceremony be observed at the Whit
louge and that the President participate if possible,
Your interest in arranging such a ceremony iz appro-
ciated, and you may be assured that I will promptly
forward your lsmtter to the President’s scheduling
ffice for carcfual consideration.
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with cordial recard, I am

-~

Sincerely,

Max .. FPriedersdorf
Assistant to the President

7ho Fonorable Will
House of Represent
Washington, D.C. 20
MLF/CMP/XIR/las —-- v

cc: with copy of incoming to Nancy Kennedy - FYI
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cc: with incoming td Greg HNewell for further handling
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S Congress of the United States
Bouse of Wepresentatives ‘

{Haghington, D.EC, 20515
LOM ~Febfuatple, 1981
Lis saied

The President fep g el
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

We are writing to you in our capacity as members of the United
States Holocaust Memorial Council, and as co-sponsors of the legis-
lation passed unanimously by both Houses of Congress which established
the Holocaust Memorial Council as a permanent part of the federal
government. ‘

The first duty of the Council, set forth in that legislation, is
the designation of an annual, national commemoration of the victims
of the Holocaust, to be known as Days of Remembrance. This year,
Days of Remembrance will fall on April 26 through May 2.

We consider it essential that the principal ceremony observing
Days of Remembrance be in Washington, and that government officials
at the highest level participate in the observance. We would like w
to request, therefore, that the ceremony take place in the White
House (perhaps in the East Room or the Rose Garden) and that you
might grace the occasion with your presence and with some appropriate
remarks. We understand that the ceremony could take place any day
between Sunday, April 26, and Thursday, April 30, at anytime during
the day or evening.

For millions of Americans of all faiths, the Holocaust is an
event of deep emotional significance, and the effort to commemorate
it is a deeply spiritual one. It would be uniquely appropriate,
therefore, for you, as our President, to lead the Nation in express-
ing remembrance of the victims of tyranny.

Sincerely,§i 2:::> —
ohn/C. Danfo

(L
Clpiborne Pell, -
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United States Holocaust Memorial Council

Office of the i g

Chairman January 27, 1981

Dear Mr. Meese:

I would be extremely grateful for the opportunity_to meet
with President Reagan, to tell him the status of the work of
the Holocaust Memorial Touncil, and to discuss with him our
plans for the future.

The Council was established as an agency of the federal
govermment by the unarnimous act of both Houses of Congress in
October, 1980. Our principal purposes aré to designate and
encourage observance of annual Days of Remembrance to commemorate
the victims of the Holocaust, to establish a memorial/museum to
honor the American liberators of the Nazi concentration camps
and to commemorate the victims, to plan for an Educational
Foundation, and to plan for a Committee on Conscience which
will warn against threats of genocide throughout the world.

The enclosed materials explain more fully the work of the
Council. Please let me know if there is any other information
I can give you.

Sincerely,

%sel ‘Q

The Honorable Edwin Meese, III
Counsellor to the President
The White House

Washington, D.C. 20500

Enclosures

Suite 832, 425 13th Street, NW Washington, DC 20004
202-724-0779
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United States Holocaust Memorial Council /}w

Office of the S -
Director . -
February 11, 1981

Dear Mrs. Dole:

First, I want to congratulate you on your appoint-
ment as Assistant to the President.

I deeply appreciate the interest you have taken
in the Days of Remembrance. I would not have called
you if I did not feel that President Reagan would
support the Council's plans.

Thank you very much for your consideration.

Sincerely,

thLaL4Q_4;ﬂ~“;L-£~d
Susan Medalie

Deputy Director for
Special Projects

The Honorable Elizabeth Dole

Assistant to the President
for Public Liaison

The White House

Washington, D.C. 20500

Suite 832, 425 13th Street, NW Washington, DC 20004
202-724-0779



United States Holocaust Memorial Cooncil

OfﬁC? of the January 20, 1981
Chairman

Dear Mr. President:

On the day of your Inauguration, I am writing on behalf of
the members of the Holocaust Memorial Council, to express our
sense of honor to be able to serve under your leadership.

May you lead our country in strength, in justice, and in

peace.

One of the principal duties assigned to the Holocaust Memorial
Council by the Congress is the establishment and observance of
annual Days of Remembrance to commemorate the victims of the
Nazi Holocaust. This year, the Days of Remembrance will fall
during the week of Sunday, April 26. We would be more than
pleased and honored if you would be willing to make a brief
address as part of the National Civic Ceremony in Washington, D.C.
Surely, your presence and your words would lend a special signifi-
cance to that hallowed occasion.

We have tentatively set Thursday, April 30, for the National
Civic Ceremony. That date could be adjusted, however, to suit
your convenience, to any day fram Sunday, April 26, through
Wednesday, April 29.

I was deeply moved by the simple yet powerful eloquence of
your Inaugural Address. "We are Americans." Those words have
always been a source of justifiable pride, ut, perhaps, never
more so than at the moment when you uttered them, for us all,
upon becoming our President.

Sincerely,

Eli_e Wiesel

!
{

The Honorable Ronald Reagan
President of the United States
Washington, D.C. 20500

Suite 832, 425 13th Street, NW Washington, DC 20004
202-724-0779
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Republican
National
Committee
Qutreach
Program

25 February 1981

Mr. Red Cavaney

0ffice of Public Liaison
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave., NW
Washington, D.C. 20006

Dear Red:

Attached, for your information, is a letter and accompanying
documents from the Director of the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Council
confirming the efforts that are being undertaken to provide po-
Titical balance to the Council's composition. I believe that

the understanding which has been reached fulfills all requirements
to allow us to proceed with arrangements to receive the group

in the White House in accordance with their request.

The process undertaken to achieve the current position included
substantive contact with Theodore Cummings, Max M. Fisher, Norman
Braman, Elie Weisel, Prof. Monroe Freedman and others. Mr. Cummings
is preparing a list of additional potential appointees for the
President's consideration. With regard to the appointment of
elected officials, Senator Robert Dole has been suggested to fijll
the seat vacated by former Senator Richard Stone (D-Fla.) re-
presenting an immediate opportunity for a meaningful Presidential
appointment. Congressman Hamilton Fish Jr. would be next in 1ine
for a future vacancy.

In the event that the President's schedule precludes his par-
ticipation as requested, we suggest that Vice-President Bush
would be an appropriate alternative. Additionally, we recommend
that the President augment the invitation 1ist to include those
members of the Jewish community and others who have been parti-
cularly active on his behalf, but who do not serve on the Council.

e o s——t

I hope that you and Elizabeth react favorably to the process
undertaken, and that this office may continue to be helpful to
you whenever appropriate opportunities arise.

Very tPU]{;ZEB , Con
% I

H. David Weinstein, Director
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United States Holocaust Memorial Council

Office of the

Director February 24, 1981

Dear David:

I very much enjoyed meeting with you today, and was particularly
pleased to find how deeply committed you are to the work of the
Holocaust Memorial Council, .

We are eager to cooperate with you in amending the Council's
enabling legislation to increase the membership to 55, from the
present 1imit of 50. Through that increase, and through natural
attrition, we would hope to enable President Reagan, in the near
future, to appoint several people of his choice to the Council.

I know that Elie Wiesel would particularly like to recommend to
the President the names of Norman Braman, Theodore Cummings,
Max Fisher, George Klein, Maxwell Raab, Albert Speigel,

Bernard White, and Gordon Zacks.

Also, we very much want to establish a closer relationship with
the Wiesenthal Center. As you know, Elie Wiesel and Simon Wiesenthal
met together recently in New York, and I understand that they had a
most cordial and fruitful discussion. Ms. Esther Cohen, Chair-
woman of the Simon Wiesenthal Center, is a member of the Council,
and serves on the International Relations Committee. As we fill
out our staff and begin the substantive work of the Council, we
expect to cooperate more closely with the Wiesenthal Center.

I am extremely grateful for your willingness to help us to arrange
for the East Room of the White House, and for the President to make
a brief statement, for the observance of Yom Hashoah. It would be
difficult to overstate how much such a gesture from the White House
would mean. )

Thank you again for a very pleasant lunch.

Sincerely,

%g

Monroe H. Freedman

Mr. H. David Weinstein
Director
Outreach Program
Republican National Committee
310 First Street, S.E.
Yashington, D.C. 20003
Suite 832, 425 13th Street, NW Washington, DC 20004

202-724-0779



Republican
National
Committee
Outreach
Program

MEMORANDUM

To: Red Cavaney
From: H. David Weinstein
Re: U.S. Holocaust Commission

Pursuant to our conversation, I have advised Monroe Freedman of the
current conflict in the President's schedule affecting the calendari-
zation of a White House reception for the Holocaust Commission. Mr.
Freedman has asked that I communicate Chairman Elie Weisel's suggestion
that Friday, May 1st, as early in the day as feasible so as to avoid
the Jewish sabbath, would be an appropriate alternative.

May I ask you to advise the President's schedulers of this suggestion
and to seek a response at the earliest possible date. I will eagerly
await your advice.

Many thanks and best regards.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM 2 FEBRUARY 1981

TO: . RED CAVANEY

L -
2 - w5l T
FROM: GREGORY J. NEWELL Losd
VIA: PATRICIA A.E. RODGERS w/ | ""\\\_;/4?7
_ Sl
SUBJ: SCHEDULING REQUEST Se— .

PLEASE PROVIDE YOUR RECOMMENDATION AND COMMENTS ON
THE FOLLOWING REQUEST UNDER CONSIDERATION:

Event: National Civic Ceremony sponsored by the Holocaust
- Memorial Council as part of the annual "Days of Remembrance."

Date: April 26 - April 30, 1981
Location: Washington, D.C.

Background:

S .
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United States Holocaust Memorial Council

Office of the
Chairman

January 20, 1981

Dear Mr. President:

On the day of your Inauguration, I am writing on benhalf of
the members of the Holocaust Mamorial Council, to express our
sense of honor to be able to serve under your leadership.

May you lead our country in strength, in justice, and in
peace.

One of the principal duties assigned to the Holocaust Memorial
Council by the Congress is the establishment and observance of
annual Days of Remembrance to commemorate the victims of the
Nazi Holocaust. This year, the Days of Remembrance will fall
during the week of Sunday, April 26. We would be more than
pleased and honored if you would be willing to make a brief
address as part of the National Civic Ceremony in Washington, D.C.
Surely, your presence and your words would lend a special signifi-
cance to that hallowed occasion.

We have tentatively set Thursday, Zpril 30, for the National
Civic Ceremony. ~ That date could be adjusted, however, to suit
your convenience, to any day from Sunday, April 26, through

Wednesgday, April 29.

I was deeply moved by the simple yet powerful eloquence of
your Inaugural Address. "We are Americans." Those words have
always been a source of justifiable pride, but, perhaps, never
more so than at the moment, when you uttered them, for us all,
upon becoming our President.

Sincerely, :
Eliz Wiesel %\-’Q
The Honorable Ronald Reagan

President of the United States
Washington, D.C. 20500

Suite 832, 425 13th Street, NW Washington, DC 20004
202-724-0779
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United States Holocaust Memorial Council

Office of the January 20, 1981 B
Chairman '

ngoNnT A

Dear Mr. President:

On the day of your Inauguration, I am writing on behalf of
the members of the Holocaust Memorial Council, to express our
sense of honor to be able to serve under your leadership.

May you lead our country in strength, in justice, and in
peace.

One of the principal duties assigned to the Holocaust Memorial
Council by the Congress is the establishment and observance of
annual Days of Remembrance to commemorate the victims of the
Nazi Holocaust. This year, the Days of Remembrance will fall
during the week of Sunday, April 26. We would be more than
pleased and honored if you would be willing to make a brief
address as part of the National Civic Ceremony in Washington, D.C.
Surely, your presence and your words would lend a special signifi-
cance to that hallowed occasion.

We have tentdtively set Thursday, April é%ﬁ for the National
Civic Ceremony. That date could be adjusted, however, to suit
your convenience, to any day from Sunday, April 26, through
Wednesday, April 29.

I was deeply moved by the simple yet powerful eloquence of
your Inaugural Address. "We are Americans."” Those words have
always been a source of justifiable pride, but, perhaps, never
more so than at the moment when you uttered them, for us all,

upon becoming our President.

Sincerely,

Wiesel

The Honorable Ronald Reagan
President of the United States
Washington, D.C. 20500

Suite 832, 425 13th Street, NW Washington, DC 20004
202-724-0779
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United States Holocaust Memorial Council

Office of the

Chairman February 24, 1981

Dear Mr. President:

The legislation establishing the United States Holocaust
Memorial Council (a copy of which is enc]osed) provides that
the-Executive Director of the Council is to be appointed by
the President on the recommendation of the Chairman of the Council.

I am writing to you, therefore, to recommend that you
renew the appointment of Monroe H. Freedman as Director of the
Council. Mr. Freedman has served as Director since
January 15, 1981. He has been invaluable to us in every respect.
Indeed, I am confident that I speak for every member of the Council,
including the ten members of Congress, in recommending Mr. Freedman's

appointment to you.

A brief biOgrdbhfcaI note about Mr. Freedman is enclosed.
If there is any other information I can provide, please let me
know. :

Sincerely,

Ehe Wiesel L% «,_,é;
The Honorable Ronald Reagan

The President of the United States
Washington, D.C. 20500

- Suite 832, 425 13th Sireet, NW Washington, DC 20004
- 202-724-0779



United States Holocaust Memorial Council

MONROE H. FREEDMAN
DIRECTOR

Described in the Harvard Law Bulletin as "a Tawyer's lawyer,"
Mr. Freedman has distinguished himself as a law school dean, professor
scholar, and practicing attorney.

He has served on the Board of Governors of the District of Columbia Bar,
and as Chairman of the Legal Ethics Committee of the D.C. Bar, Chairman
of the Committee on Professional Responsibility of the Society of
American Law Teachers, and Chairman of the Committee on Professional
Disciplinary Standards and Procedures of the Federal Bar Association.

He is also a member of the National Board of Directors of the American
Civil Liberties Union, and was a member of the Board of Governors and
the Executive Committee of the Society of American Law Teachers.

As Dean of Hofstra Law School from 1973 to 1977, Mr. Freedman was credited
by the New York Tinies with having achieved for the Taw school ”unprecedented

national prominence and high standards.” His book, Lawyers' Ethics in
an Adversary System, received the ABA's Gavel Award Certificate of Merit,
and has been described in reviews as “brilliant,” "indispensible,” and

"undoubtedly the best book in the field."

Mr. Freedman has practiced with Taw firms in New York, Philadelphia,

and the District of Columbia, was a Professor of lLaw at George Washington
University, and established and directed a six-lawyer public interest

law firm in the District of Columbia. He has also been a consultant

to the Association of the Bar of the City of New York, to the National
Legal Services Corporation, to the United States Commission on Civil
Rights, and to Senator John L. McClellan.

Mr. Freedman received his A.B., LL.B., and LL.M. at Harvard, and is
listed in Who's Who in America, Who's Who in American Law, and Who's
Who in the Worid.

Suite 832, 425 13th Street, NW Washington, DC 20004
202-724-0779



United States Holocaust Memorial Council

ELIE WIESEL
CHATRMAN

The Chairman of the United States Holocaust Memorial Council,
Elie Wiesel, served previously as Chairman of the President's
Commission on the Holocaust.

Mr. Wiesel, an intermationally acclaimed author, is widely regarded
as the preeminent spokesman for the victims of the Holocaust.

Mr. Wiesel's first book, Night, relates in understated yet over-
powering detail his experience as a boy in Auschwitz and Buchenwald,
where his mother, father, and younger sister died. Night has been
described by Francois Mauriac as "different, distinct, uwnique . .

a book to which no other could be compared," and the New York Tlmes
has called it "A slim volume of terrifying power."

Although Mr. Wies&l has written other notable books on the Holocaust,
the scope of his work spans biblical studies, portraits of the Hasidic
masters, and moral responsibility in today's world. His books include:
Dawn; The Accident; The Town Beyond the Wall; The Gates of the Forest;
Beggar in Jerusalem; The Cath; The Jews of Silence; Zalmen, or The
Madness of God; Legends of Our Time; One Generation After; Souls on
Fire: Portraits and Legends of Hasidic Masters; Messengers of God:
Biblical Portraits and Legends, Four Hasidic Masters; and é_ggﬂ Today .

The holder of honorary doctorates from many academic institutions,
Mr. Wiesel has also received the National Jewish Book Council Awards
in 1964 and 1973, the Jewish Heritage Award for Iiterature in 1966,
and the 1968 Prix Medicis for Beggar in Jerusalem.

He serves as the Andrew Mellon Professor of the Humanities at Boston
University, and lives with his family in New York City.

Suite 832, 425 13th Street, NW Washington, DC 20004
‘ 202-724-0779



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM DATE: 4/24/81

TO:  ELIZABETH DOLE
gl
FROM: GREGORK/%§ NEWELL

SUBJ: APPROVED PRESIDENTIAL ACTIVITY.

PLEASE IMPLEMENT THE FOLLOWING AND SUBMIT BRIEFING
PAPER AND REMARKS TO RICHARD DARMAN BY 3:00 P.M.
OF THE PRECEDING DAY. '

MEETING: Holocaust Ceremony

DATE: April 30

- TIME: 10:00 am DURATION: 15 mins
LOCATION: Rose Garden

REMARKS REQUIRED: Yes

MEDIA COVERAGE: Coordinate with Press Office

FIRST LADY PARTICIPATION: Optiocnal

cc: J. Brady M. Friedersdorf
"M. Brandon C. Fuller
J. Canzeri D. Gergen
R. Darman C. Gerrard
‘M. Deaver K. Khachigian
E. Dole P. McCoy
H. Donaldson L. Speakes
M. Evans S. Studdert
D. Fischer R. Williamson

J. Fitzgerald WHCA Audio/Visual, ‘Operations



Do 3
DRAFT - April 27, 1981 % '

Dear Mr. Meed:

My wife and I would have been honored to participate with the
thousands of Jewish Survivors of the Holocaust at the Warsaw Ghetto
Resistance Organization's annual commemoration of the liberation of
the Nazi camps by United States and Allied Forces. We will be
with you in spirit when you light the candles in memory of the
Six Million Jews who died in the Ho1océust.

The heroic uprising in the Warsaw Ghetto, which you are also
commemorating, continues to be an inspiration to all freedom-loving
people. The courageous acts of the Ghetto Fighters, and the lessons
learned from the Holocaust itself, must be an indelible reminder for
us all.

I also was pleased to learn of the World Gathering of Holocaust
Survivors, which will take place in Jerusalem in Jdune. It is
sure to be an historic and memorable occasion.

With every good wish,

U Rt

&e. Benjamin Meed

President

Warsaw Ghetto Resistance Organization
122 West 30th Street

New York, New York 10001
































































































































