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THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release 

10:22 A.M. EDT 

REMARKS OF THE PRESIDENT 
AT THE HOLOCAUST CEREMONY 

The East Room 

April 30 , 1981 

THE PRESIDENT: I feel a little unnecessary because 
I don't know that anyone could say anything that would add to 
those words that we just heard . It is a particular pleasure for 
me to be here with you today. This meeting, this ceremony has 
meaning not only for people of the Jewish faith, those who have 
been persecuted, but for all who want to prevent another Holocaust. 

Jeremiah wrote of the days when the Jews were carried 
off to Babylon and Jerusalem was destroyed . He said, "Jerusalem 
weeps in the night and tears run down her cheeks." Today, yes, 
we remember the suffering and the death of Jews and of all those 
others who were persecuted in World War II. We try to recapture 
the horror of millions sent to gas chambers and crematoria. 
And we commemorate the days of April in 1945 when American and 
Allied troops liberated the Nazi death camps. The tragedy that 
ended 36 years ago was still raw in our memories because it took 
place, as we've been told, in our life time. We share the wounds 
of the survivors. We recall the pain only because we must never 
permit it to come again. And, yet, today, in spite of that exper­
ience, as an entire generation has grown to adulthood, who never 
knew the days of World War II, and we remember ourselves, when we 
were younger, how distant history seemed, anything that came 
before our time -- and so the signs do exist, the ugly graffiti, 
the act of violence, the act of terrorism here and there, scattered 
throughout the world and not quite large enough in dimension for 
us to rally as we once did in that war. 

I'm horrified today when I know that in here, that 
there are actually people now trying to say that the Holocaust 
was invented, that it never happened, that there weren't six 
million people whose lives were taken cruelly and needlessly in 
that event, that all of this is propaganda. Well, the old cliche 
that a picture is worth a thousand words . In World war II, not 
only do we have the survivors today to tell us first-hand , but in 
World War II, I was in the military and assigned to a post where 
every w~ek, we obtained from every branch of the service all over 
the world the combat film that was taken by every branch. And 
we edited this into a secret report for the general staff. We 
had access to and saw that secret report. And I 

MORE 
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remember AJ?ril '45. I remember seeing the first film that came 
in when the war was still on, but our troops had come upon the 
first camps and had entered those camps. And you saw, unretouched 
and no way that it could have ever been rehearsed -- what they 
saw -- the horror they saw. I felt the pride when, in one of those 
camps, there was a nearby town, and the people we re ordered to come 
and look at what had been going on, and to see them. And the reaction 
of horror on their faces was the greatest proof that they had 
not been conscious of what was happening so near to them. 

And that film still , I know , must exist in the military, 
and there it is, living motion pictures, for anyone to see, and 
I won't go into the horrible scenes that we saw. But, it remains 
with me as confirmation of our right to rekindle the se memories, 
because we need always guard against that kind of tyranny and 
inhumanity. Our spirit is strengthened b y remembering and our 
hope is in our strength . There is an American poem that says 
humanity, with all its feaLs and ·all its •hopes, depends on us . 

As a matter of fact , it was the Bope at the end 
of World War II when the world was so devastated, and yet, we 
alone remained so stron,g, who said , "America has a genius. for 
great and unselfish deeds, and into the hands of America, God 
has p laced an afflicted mankind." I think that that was a 
trust given to us that we should never betray. It is this 
res ponsibility as free people that we face today . It's this 
commitment among free people that we celebrate. 

The hope of a ceremony such as this is that even 
a tortured past holds promise if we learn its lessons. According 
to Isaiah, there will be a new heaven and a new earth and 
the voice of weeping will be heard no more . Together, with the 
he lp of God, we can bear the burden of our nightmare. It is up 
to us to ensure that we never live it again . 

Theodore Roosevelt said that the presidency was a 
bully p ulpit. Well, I, for one, intend that this bully pulpit 
shall be used on every occasion , where it is appropriate, to 
point a finger of shame at even the ugliness of graffiti, and 
certainly wherever it takes place in the world, the act of 
v iole nce 6r terrorism , and that even at the negotiating table, 
never shall it be forgotten for a moment that wherever it is 
tak ing place in the world, the persecution of people , for whateve r 
r eason -- persecution of people for their religious belief --
that is a matter to be on that negotiating table or the United 
States does not belong at that table . (Applause.) 

END 10 :3 0 A.M . EST 
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HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL COUNCIL DAYS OF REMEMBRANCE CEREMONY REMARKS 
APRIL 30., 1981 

IT IS A PARTICULAR PLEASURE FOR ME TO BE WITH YOU TODAY . THIS 
CEREMONY HAS MEANING NOT ONLY FOR JEWISH PEOPLE AND THOSE WHO HAVE 
BEEN PERSECUTED., BUT FOR ALL OF US WHO WANT TO PREVENT ANOTHER 
HOLOCAUST. 

JEREMIAH WROTE OF DAYS WHEN JEWS WERE CARRIED OFF TO BABYLON., 
AND JERUSALEM WAS DESTROYED. JERUSALEM "WEEPS IN THE NIGHT., AND 
TEARS RUN DOWN HER CHEEKS.," HE SAID, 

2 

TODAY., WE REMEMBER THE SUFFERING AND THE DEATH OF JEWS AND 
OTHERS IN WORLD HAR I I. WE TRY TO RECAPTURE THE HORROR OF MILLIONS 

SENT TO GAS CHAMBERS AND CREMATORIA. AND WE COMMEMORATE THE DAYS 
OF APRIL IN 1945 WHEN AMERICAN AND ALLIED TROOPS LIBERATED THE 
NAZI DEATH CAMPS, 

THE TRAGEDY THAT ENDED 36 YEARS AGO IS STILL RAW IN OUR MEMORIES 
BECAUSE IT TOOK PLACE IN OUR LIFETIME. WE SHARE THE WOUNDS OF THE 
SURVIVORS. WE RECALL THE PAIN ONLY BECAUSE WE MUST NEVER PERMIT 
IT TO COME AGAIN, 

--
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IT IS RIGHT THAT WE REKINDLE THESE MEMORIES BECAUSE WE NE ED 
ALWAYS TO GUARD AGAINST TYRANNY. OUR SPIRIT IS STRENGTHENED BY 
REMEMBERING, AND OUR HOPE IS IN OUR STRENGTH . 

TH ERE IS AN AMER I CAN POEM THAT SAYS HUMAN I TY, liH TH ALL I TS 
FEARS AND ALL ITS HOPES, DEPENDS ON US, IT IS THIS RESPONSIBILITY, 
AS FREE PEOPLE, THAT WE FACE TODAY. IT IS THIS COMMITMENT, AMONG 
FREE PEOPLE, THAT WE CELEBRATE. 

4 

THE HOPE OF OUR CEREMONY TODAY IS THAT EVEN A TORTURED PAST 
HOLDS PROMISE IF WE LEARN ITS LESSONS. ACCORDING TO ISAIAH, THERE 
WILL BE A NEW HEAVEN AND A NEW EARTH, AND THE VOICE OF WEEPING 
WILL BE HEARD NO MORE. 

TOGETHER WITH GOD WE CAN BEAR THE BURDEN OF OUR NIGHTMARE. 
IT IS UP TO US TO ENSURE WE NEVER LIVE IT AGAIN. 

# # # 
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April 29, 1981 
Second Draft 

BRIEF REMARKS: HOLOCAUST COUNCIL DAYS OF REMEMBRANCE CEREMONY 

It is a particular pleasure for me to be with y ou 

today. This ce remony has meaning not only for Jewish people 

and those who have been persecuted, but for all of us who 

want to prevent another holocaust. 

Jeremiah wrote of days when Jews were carried off to 

Babyl? and Jerusalem was destroyed. Jerusalem "weeps in the 

night, and tears run down her cheeks," he said. 

Today, we remember the suffering and the death of Jews 

and others in World War II. We try to recapture the horror 

of millions sent to gas chambers and crematoria. And we 

commemorate the days of April in 1945 when American and 

Allied troops liberated the Nazi death camps. 

The tragedy that ended 36 years ago is still raw in our 

memories because it took place in our lifetime. T!Jr. share 
. ~~ 

We recall the pain heping• i I:! 
. !\ 

the wounds of the survivors. 
,# ~ i-f.~_) 

I"""""'"" me again. ,_t/,1)..,,.._ 
. . {/_'---_.t' h-t ~ 

It is right that we rekindle i::he ~ a - ;t;,0~ ... because . ~ 

wf' 

~-~ -)~~,p ·. 
u-,-P- :µia;i; i ~ .. o.ri,_tyrarmy. Our spirit is strengthened by remembering, 

and our hope is in our strength. 

There is an American poem that says humanity, with all 

its fears and all its hopes, depends on us. It is this 

responsibility, as free people, that we face today. It is 

this commitment, among free people, that we celebrate. 

The hope of our ceremony today is that even a tortured 

past holds promise if we learn its lessons. According to 
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Isaiah , there will b e a new He aven and a new Earth, and the 

voice of weep ing will be heard no more. 

Together with God we can bear the burden of our nightmare. 

It is up to us to ensure we never live it~ ain. 



(Maseng/mc) April 29, 1981 
Second Draft 

BRIEF REMARKS: HOLOCAUST COUNCIL DAYS OF REMEMBRANCE CEREMONY 

It is a particular pleasure for me to be with you 

today. This ceremony has meaning not only for Jewish people 

and those who have been persecuted, but for all of us who 

want to prevent another holocaust. 

Jeremiah wrote of days when Jews were carried off to 

Babylon and Jerusalem was destroyed. 

1 

Jerusalem "weeps in the 

night, and tears run down her cheeks," he said. 

Today, we remember the suffering and the death of Jews 

and others in World War II. We try , o recapture the horror 

of millions sent to gas chambers and crematoria. And we 

commemorate the days of April in 194~ when American and 

Allied troops liberated the Nazi dea~h camps. 

The tragedy that ended 36 years 'ago is still raw in our 

memories because it took place in ou1 lifetime. we share 

the wounds of the survivors. We recall the pain hoping it 

will never come again. 

It is right that we rekindle th1 fear today because our 

fear is of tyranny. Our spirit is stirengthened by remembering, 

and our hope is in our strength. j 
There is an American poem that ays humanity, with all 

its fears and all its hopes, depends on us. It is this 

responsibility, as free people, that we face today. It is 

this commitment, among free people, ,hat we celebrate. 

The hope of our ceremony today ·s that even a tortured 

past holds promise if we learn its 1 ssons. According to 
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Isaiah, there will be a new Heaven and a new Earth, and the 

voice of weeping will be heard no more. 

Together with God we can bear the burden of our nightmare. 

It is up to us to ensure we never live it, again. 
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First Draft 

BRIEF REMARKS : HOLOCAUST CO UN CIL DAYS OF REMEMBRANCE CEREMONY 

~~~-jf) of-m~:&f~~7t, It is a particular pleasure for me to be with you today. 

~~ ~ ~ ~~~ ~~ ~e.:<--~WMt-t: This ceremony has meaning not only £or Jewish people and thos e 
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anoroer holocaust. 
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'.u~; p-1~1 ~ ~ ~ ~ c.z:r ~ - ~ . ~ 
~.x..tr.iali 5):H Babylon and Jerusalem was destroyed. Jerusalem "weep:5 ..eo r e-
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in the night, and ~ tears a re o n her _ cheeks," he said. 
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and our hope is- ·in our strength . 
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BRIEF REMARKS: HOLOCAUST COUNCIL DAYS OF REMEMBRANCE CEREMONY 

It is a particular pleasure for me to be with you today. 

This ceremony has meaning not only for Jewish people and 

those who have been persecuted, but for all of us who want 

to prevent another holocaust. 

Jeremiah wrote of days when Jews were carried off to 

Babylon and Jerusalem was destroyed. Jerusalem "weeps sore 

in the night, and her tears are on her cheeks," he said. 

Today, we remember the suffering and the death of Jews 

and others in World War II. We try to recapture the horror 

of millions sent to gas chambers and crematoria. And we 

commemorate the days of April in 1945 when American and 

Allied troops liberated the Nazi . death camps. 

The tragedy that ended 36 years ago is still raw i 

our memories because it took place in our lifetime. We 

share the wounds of the survivors. 

it will never come again. 

We recall the pain ] oping 

It is right that we rekindle the fear today becaus 

our fear is of tyranny. Our spirit is strengthened by 

remembering, and our hope is in our strength. 

There is an American poem that says humanity, with all 

its fears and all its hopes, depends on us. It is this 

responsibility, as free people, that we face today. It is 

this commitment, among free people, that we celebrate. 

The hope of our ceremony today is that even a tort red 

J o past holds promise if we learn its lessons. According 

Isaiah, there will be a new heaven and a new earth, and the 

voice of weeping will be heard no more. 
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Together with God we can bear the burden of our 

nightmare. It is up to us to ensure we never live it, 

again. 



(Maseng) April 28, 1981 
First Draft 

BRIEF REMARKS: HOLOCAUST COUNCIL DAYS OF REMEMBRANCE CERE_ONY 

It is a particular pleasure for me to be 

This ceremony has meaning not only for Jewish people and those 

who have been persecuted, but for all of us who want to prevent 

another holocaust. 

Jeremiah wrote of days when Jews were carried off to 

Babylon and Jerusalem was destroyed. Jerusalem "weeps sore 

in the night, and her tears are on her cheeks," he said. 

Today, we remember the suffering and the death of Jews 

and others in World War II. We try to recapture the horror 

of millions sent to gas chambers and crematoria. And we 

commemorate the days of April in 1945 when American and Allied 

troops liberated the Nazi death camps . 

The tragedy that ended 36 years ago is still raw in our 

memories because it took place in our lifetime . We share the 

wounds of the survivors. We recall the pain hoping it will 

never come again. 

It is right that we rekindle the fear today because our 

fear is of tyranny. Our spirit is strengthened by remembering, 

and our hope is in our strength . 

There is an American poem that says humanity, with all 
I 

its fears and all its hopes, depends on us . It is this 

responsibility, as f r ee people, that we face today. It is 

this commitment , among free people, that we celebrate . 
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The hope of our ceremony today is that even a tortured 

past holds promise if we learn its lessons . According to 

Isaiah, there will be a new heaven and a new earth, and the 

voice of weeping will be heard no more . 

Together with God we can bear the burden of our 

nightmare. ::tt is up to us t<DJ ensure W@ ·l?i;®ffilt ],iw® it, again. 



THZ WHITE HOU3~ 

SCHEDULE OF THE PRESIDENT 

FOR 

THURSDAY, APRIL 30, 1981 

EVENT: UNITED STATES HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL COUNCIL, DAYS OF 
REMEMBRANCE 

THE PRESIDE?!JT'S PARTICIPATION 

Brief Remarks 

Attend and Observe Candlelighting 
Ceremony 

ADVANCE 

GUBITOSI, ROBERT K. 

CONTACT 

STUDDERT, STEPHEN M. 

LEAD 
PRESS 
usss 
WEICA 

202/456-7565 

WEATHER 

Partly to Mostly Cloudy 

Mid 70's 

DRESS 

·Men• s Business Suit 

Effective 4/29/81 10:30 a.m. 



THURSDAY, APRIL 30, 1981 Page 1 

10:09 a.m. 

10:15 a.m. 

9:00 a.m. Invited guests arrive The White House, 
Southwest Gate, and are escorted to Rose 
Garden. (Approximately 350 guests) 

9:54 a.m. 

9:56 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. 

Attendees 

Holocaust Memorial Council members 
Family members of the Holocaust Council 
Members of Congress 
Distinguished Guests 

Podium Guests 

Mr. Elie Wiesel, Council Chairman 
Cantor Isaac Goodfriend, Council Member 
Dr. Alfred Gottschalk, Council Member 
Mr. Monroe Freedman, Director of Council 
Mr. Jacob Stein, Special Advisor to The 

White House (Master of Ceremonies) 
Senator John c. Danforth (R-MO) 
Congressman Sidney Yates (D-IL) 

Welcoming remarks by Mr. Jacob Stein, 
Special Advisor to The White House, after 
which he will introduce Senator Danforth. 

Invocation and remarks by Senator John c. 
Danforth (R-MO). 

Announcement of THE PRESIDENT (off-stage) 

FULL PRESS COVERAGE 

THE PRESIDENT departs The Oval Office, proceeds 
directly to stage, is greeted by podium guests, and is 
seated. 

10:01 a.m. Mr. Elie Wiesel, Council Chairman of the 
United States Holocaust Memorial Council 
makes remarks and introduces THE 
PRESIDENT. 

THE PRESIDENT makes remarks. 

FULL PRESS COVERAGE 

THE PRESIDENT concludes remarks and is seated. 

10:16 a.m. 

10:17 a.m. 

Mr. Jacob Stein introduces Congressman 
Sidney Yates (D-IL). 

Congressman Sidney Yates makes brief 
remarks, regarding Candlelighting 
Ceremony. 

Effective 4/29/81 10:30 a.rn. 



THURSDAY, APRIL 30, 1981 - Continued Page 2 

10:23 a.m. 

THE PRESIDENT will observe 6 family members of the 
Holocaust come to the stage to light candles and shake 
each member's hand. 

10:20 a.m. 

10:22 a.m. 

Mr. Jacob Stein introduces Cantor Isaac 
Goodfriend who will chant the El Maleh, 
and Dr. Alfred Gottschalk who will chant 
the Kaddish. 

Mr. Jacob Stein introduces Mr. Monroe 
Freedman, Director of Council, who will 
thank THE PRESIDENT for his participation. 

THE PRESIDENT departs Rose Garden en route The Oval 
Office. 

10:45 a.m. 

Guests are invited to attend reception in 
Rose Garden by Mr. Monroe Freedman. 

Reception concludes and guests depart The 
White House via Southwest Gate. 

* NOTE: In the event of inclement weather, the Ceremony will take 
place in the East Room. 

Effective 4/29/81 10:30 a.m. 



TALKING POINTS FOR THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 

Days of Remembrance 

The Rose Garden 
April 30, 1981 

9:30 a.m. 

Mr. Chairman; Honored Guests: 

Just 36 years ago, in April of 1945 , American and Allied troops 

liberated the Nazi death Camps. What they found there was evil 

and horror of a .magnitude that surpassed anything that the world 

had previously experienced. Ancient prejudices and unwarranted 

hatreds had joined with modern technology to create the Holocaust 

the gas chambers, in which millions of men, women , and 

children, and their dreams , had been merciless l y 

destroyed ; 

the crematoria, which had turned mi llions into 

ashes and smoke , as if that could conceal the acts 

of the oppressor s, and silence the voices of the 

oppressed; 

and the living dead who wer e to survive physical 

destruction, but who were doomed to live with the 

memories of an incomprehensible terror. Their 

valor in reaffirming life serves as an inspiration 

to us all. 

Mr. Chairman, we must never allow ourselves to forget those 

scenes of horror . 

\ 
\ 
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We must never allow ourselves to forget that the Holocaust was 

planned and executed as what the Nazis called the "Final Solution" 

resulting in the annihilation of six million people for no other 

reason than that they, or their parents, or their grandparents, had 

been Jews. 

We must never allow ourselves to forget that the process of 

mass murder did not stop with the Jews, but extended ultimately to 

millions of other victims of Nazism throughout occupied Europe. 

/The President might want to add here that a consequence of 

the Holocaust was a recognition by the world that the dream of a 

Jewish homeland had to become a reality; that the United States 
.,'-._ 

has been firmly committed to Israel as a friend and ally from the ~ 

day Israel achieved Independence; and that our Nation's commitment 

to Israel's security will never wane or falter~/ 

You have written, Mr. Chairman, "Indifference is no longer 

a sin; it has become its own punishment." That is the universal 

message of the Holocaust -- that we cannot again remain indifferent, 

silent, or inactive, when confronted with evil. 

.. The task of your Council, therefore, Mr. Chairman, is to keep 

us ever mindful of that fundamental truth. That is why, last year, 

I wrote to Mr. Sigmund Strochlitz, Chairman of your Days of 

.Remembrance Committee: 

:..-- . . 
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"America would benefit greatly from a memori a 1 to 
the millions who died in the Holocaust. Every 
American must be made aware that such a horror, 
almost beyond the scope of human comprehension, 
took place in our times. Therefore, the effort 
to build the Holocaust memorial must be a 
bipartisan enterprise, for its significance 
transcends politics." 

The men and women of our country who were part of the liberation 

of the Nazi concentration camps are brave people who shared a 

common bond with those they freed -- the bond of humanity . This 

bond of humanity is an unbroken one that allows all people to share 

each other's memories and commitment -- never to forget. 

Those who survived to come to our great country have contributed 

to all aspects of American life. Today, as always, they bear witness 
~ 

to what they have experienced and what all of us remember. We are 

all witnesses today. 

This is an International Day -- a day that is recognized by 

people in most countries. We, as leaders of the Western World, 

call for all to remember, as we do, in sadness but also with firm 

resolve. 

Accordingly, Mr. Chairman, I have issued the following fresidential 

Proclamation: 

[Text of Presidential Proclamatio_!Y 
... .... 

··----- ------- -----



Office of the 
Director 

United States Holocaust Memorial Council 

April 27, 1981 

MEMORANDUM FOR RED CAVANEY 

FROM 

SUBJECT 

MONROE H. FREEDMAN 

Talking Points for President Reagan, Thursday, April 30, 1981 

Enclosed are the Talking Points for the President's Remarks 
at the Days of Remembrance Ceremony on April 30; 1981. 

Please let me know if there is anything else we can do to help . 

.. 

AO O 2 7 D r.ctn ~r ., , \ ', i.. .., 

Suite 832, 425 13th Street, NW \Nashington, DC 20004 
202-724-0779 



TALKING POINTS FOR THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 

Days of Remembrance 

The Rose Garden 
April 30, 1981 

9:30 a.m. 

Mr. Chairman; Honored Guests: 

Jus ~ ears ago, in April of 1945, American and Allied troops 

liberated the Nazi death Camps. What they found there was evil 

and horror of a magnitude that surpassed anything that the world 

had previously experienced. Ancient prejudices and unwarranted 

hatreds had joined with modern technology to create the Holocaust 

the gas chambers, in which millions of men, women, and 

children, and their dreams, had been mercilessly 

destroyed; 

the crematoria, which had turned millions into 

ashes and smoke , as if that could conceal the acts 

of the oppressors, and silence the voices of the 

oppressed; 

and the living dead who were to survive physical 

destruction, but who were doomed to live with the 

memories of an incomprehensible terror. Their 

valor in reaffirming life serves as an inspiration 

to us a 11 . 

Mr. Chairman, we must never allow ourselves to forget those 

scenes of horror. 

- ... 
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We must never allow ourselves to forget that the Holocaust was 

planned and executed as what the Nazis called the "Final Solution" 

resulting in the annihilation of six million people fo no other 

reason than that they, or their parents, or their grandparents, had 

been Jews. 

We must never allow ourselves to forget that the process of 

mass murder did not stop with the Jews, but extended ultimately 

millions of other victims of Nazism throughout occupied Europe. 

/The President might want to add here that a consequence of 

the Holocaust was a recognition by the world that the dream of a 

Jewish homeland had to become a reality; that the United States 

has been firmly committed to Israel as a friend and ally from the 

day Israel achieved Independence; and that our Nation's commitment 

to Israel's security will never wane or falterJ-

You have written , Mr. Cha i rman, "Indifference is no longer 

a sin; it has become its own punishment . " That is the universal 

message of the Holocaust -- that we cannot again remain indifferent, 

silent, or inactive, when confronted with evil. 

The task of your Council, therefore , Mr. Chairman, is to keep 

us ever mindful of that fundamental truth. That is why, last year, 

I wrote to Mr. Sigmund Strochlitz, Chairman of your Days of 

Remembrance Committee: 
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"America would benefit greatly from a memorial to 
the mi 11 ions who died in the Holocaust. -E.\l.e,t::.y 
American must be made aware that such a [Oreo , 

-almos t beyond tne sco e of- numan com rehension, 
too ace 1n our times. Therefore, the effort 

~

to buil li'eRolocaust memorial must be a 

~ transcends politics. 11 
( r bipartisan enterprise, for its significance 

\f ~ 
A,· \~_j of The men and wome~ f- ~~ountry who were_ art of the liberation 

@j JXf the Nazi concentration camps are brave people who sbared a 

Al j "common bond with those they freed -- the bond of humanity. This 

lf bond of humanity is an unbroken one that allows all people to share 

I each other's memories and commitment -- never to forget. 

Those who survived to come to our great cou ,Q.,try have contribut~d 

to all aspects of American life. Today, as always, they bear witness 
<::__-

to what they have experienced and what all of us remember. We are 
• 

all witnesses today. 

This is an International Day -- a day that is recognized by 

people in most countries. We, as leaders of the Western World, 

call for all to remember, as we do, in sadness but also with firm 

resolve. 

Accordingly, Mr. Chairman, I have issued the following Presidential 

Proclamation: 

LText of Presidenti-al Proclamatio~7 



THE \\.H I TE I!OL.SE 

Ap ri l 27, 19 81 

~!EM OR.ANDUM FOR MI CHAEL DEAVER 

VIA: 

FROM: 

J OE CANZE RI 

RED CAVANE~ 

SUBJ ECT : Da y s of Remembran c e 
U.S. Hol ocau s t Me mo r i al Council 

At tach e d please find a copy of the Draft Pro gram for the 
Days of Remembrance obse r vance. This outline ke e ps Pre sidential 
invol vement di gnifi e d and within the prescribe d time all owa nce. 
Additionally, it minimi ze s the r e ligious t e nor of the proceedings 
without el i minating an e l e ment of reve rence. Is this acceptable? 

Approve _ _ _ __ Disapprov~ ____ _ 

Note: We have an 11:00 a.m. meeting, on 
Tue sday, wit h Council personnel 
and guidance from you in advance 
would be helpful. 

There is a high level of Congressional involvement with fifty (50) 
accept a nces to date. All members were invited. 

Guests will stand for the observance service . 

cc: Peter McCoy 
Jack Stein , 
Mar i Maseng ✓ 
Stephen Studdert 



9:50 am 

9:53 a m 

9:57 am 

10:00 am 

10:02 am 

10:06 am 

10:15 am 

10: 17 am 

10:18 am 

10:45 am 

Apr il 27, 1981 

UNITED STATES HOLOCAUST COUNCIL 

DAYS OF REMEMBRANCE 

PROGRAM DRAFT 

We l coming remarks by Elizabeth Dole 

Remarks b y Mark Talisman, U.S. Holocaust Memor i a l 
Council Vice Chairman 

Musica l interlude (4 vio lins) 

Of fstage announcement 

" The Pres id e nt departs Ova l Office en route dais 
(Portico steps) an d is seated 

FULL PRESS COVERAGE 
AUDIENCE: 250 

Remarks by U.S. Holocaust Memorail Council Chairman 
Elie Wiesel, concluding in the introduction of the 
President 

Presidential remarks 

FULL PRESS COVERAGE 

Remarks conclude. 
The President departs dais en route Oval Office. 

Musical interlude 

Kaddish by Cantor Isaac Goodfriend 

Program concludes. 
Guests a re invited to a reception immediately 
following. 

Reception concludes. 
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MEMORAND UM 

THE WHITE HO U SE 

WA S HIN G T ON 

April 22, 1981 

MEMORANDUM TO: JAMES A. BAKER, III · 

FROM: RED CAVANEY~ ' . 

SUBJECT: u. S. Holocaust Memorial Council 
Days of Remembrance 

Attached you will find background material on the subject event, 
including recommendations from Jack Stein, Dick Allen and myself. 
Also attached is a copy of PL 96-388, which establishes the 
Council and dictates they ~rovide appropriate ways for the 
nation to commemorate the Days of Remembrance as an annual, 
national, civic commemoration of the Holocaust. 

This is a very solemn and sacred event for the Jewish community. 
I have received assurances from Jack Stein, Gordon Zacks and 
other leading Jewish figures that ''politicizing" this observance 
would be an unconscionable act and would result in societal 
ostracism fox anyone guilty of causing an embarrassment. 

Additionally, the list of invitees will be very carefully scree!~­
ed to include only, Council members, Members of Congress, select­
ed ambassadors and respected Jewish leaders. 

Our disagreement with the American Jewish community is a geo­
strategic issue and failure on the part of the administration to 
recognize the Days of Remembrance may well give a distorted 
character to the nature of our disagreement with the Jewish 
community. 

A sample schedule is attached. 

Requested date is April 30th. 



MEMORANDUM 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 24, 1981 

GREG NEWELL / 

RED CAVANEYf✓ 
PROPOSED PRESIDENTIAL EVENT 
U.S. HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL COUNCIL 
DAYS OF REMEMBRANCE 

When the staffing memorandum on this event was originally cir­
culated, I suggested we hold on the answer until we could 
obtain some commitments that the commission would be opened to 
some Republicans. This has happened. 

Jews of all persuasions are in support of the concept of honoring 
the Holocaust, and there is tremendous support for this event. 
The attached l~tter from nine members of Congress only scratches 
the surface. 

Due to some of o~r present policies which have caused some 
commotion in the Jewish community, there is some risk in placing 
the President in front of another give-and-take session. On 
the other hand, we should not move away from the Jewish bloc 
because there are some very real opportunities for political 
gains here. 

The Holocaust event is very solemn, and would give the President 
an excellent chance to increase contact with the community, 
while remaining above the discussion. 

They are willing to modify their event and hope the President 
has some time available at the end of April or on the morning 
of May 1st. Cannot be later due to the Sabbath. 

Thanks. 

encl. attached 



MEMORAND UM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHIN GTON 

April 6, 1981 

MEMORANDUM FOR GREGORY J. NEWELL 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

RI CHARD V. ALLEN ~ / 

Proposed Presidential Event 
U.S. Holocaust Memorial Council 
Days of Remembrance 

1593 

I concur with Red Cavaney's recommendation at Tab A that 
the Holocaust event is very solemn and would give the 
President an excellent chance to increase contact with 
the Jewish community. In addition, this solemn event is 
important not only to the American Jewish community but 
to Israel and millions of non-Jews who appreciate the 
need to remember the Holocaust, especially in view of the 
ignorance of this tragedy among the youth of today. I 
suggest that if the President cannot attend, the Vice 
President should be approached. --
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MEMORANDUM 

MEMORANDUM TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 22, 1981 

Red Cavaney 

Jack Stein 

U.S. Holocaust Memorail Council 
Days of Remembrance 

The proposed Rose Garden, April 30th Holocaust commemoration 
program will be a solemn dignified event marking the annual 
"Days of Remembrance of Victims of the Holocaust". 

The program is religious oriented, serious and designed to 
keep alive the memory of the millions killed in the Nazi 
death camps. 

The guests will consist primarily of the 60 members of the 
United States Holocaust Council and their families, together 
with a number of ambassadors of foreign nations who have in­
dicated their interest in the work of the Council. 

Elie Wiesel, the Chairman of the Council, is an internationally . 
acclaimed author and is the pre-eminent spokesman for the victims 
of the Holocaust . 

This program given major public exposure would demonstrate the 
sensitivity of the President to the Holocaust victims and would 
be very . well received by the Jewish community in particular. 



PUBLIC LAW 96-388-OCT. 7, 1980 94 STAT. 1547 

Public Law 96-388 
96th Congress 

An Act 

To establish the United Stales Holocaust Memorial (',0uncil. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That there is hereby 
established the United States Holocaust Memorial Council (herein­
after in this Act referred to as the "Council"). The Council shall-

(1) provide for appropriate ways for the Nation to commemo­
rate the Days of Remembrance, as an annual, national, civic 
commemoration of the holocaust, and shall encourage and spon­
sor appropriate observances of such Days of Remembrance 
throughout the United States; 

(2) plan, construct, and oversee the operation of, a permanent 
living memorial museum to the victims of the holocaust, in 
cooperation with the Secretary of the Interior and other Federal 
agencies as provided in section 5; and 

(3) develop a plan for carrying out the recommendations of the 
President's Commission on the Holocaust in its report to the 
President of September 27, 1979, to the extent such recommenda­
tions are not otherwise provided for in this Act. 

SEC. 2. (a) The Council shall consist of sixty voting members 
appointed (except as otherwise provided in this section) by the 
President and the following ex officio nonvoting members: 

(1) one appointed by the Secretary of the Interior; 
(2) one appointed by the Secretary of State, and 
(3) one appointed by the Secretary of Education. 

Of the sixty voting members, five shall be appointed by the Speaker of 
the United States House _of Representatives from among members of 
the United States House of Representatives and five shall be 
appointed by the President pro tempore of the United States Senate 
upon the recommendation of the majority and minority leaders from 
among members of the United States Senate. Any vacancy in the 
Council shall be filled in the same manner as the original appoint­
ment was made. 

(b) The members of the United States Holocaust Memorial Council, 
as in effect immediately before the date of the enactment of this Act., 
are hereby designated as the initial members of the Council. Such 
initial ml;)mbers (other than the initial members appointed from the 
United States Senate or the United States House of Representatives) 
shall serve terms as follows: 

(1) All initial members shall serve until January Hi, 1986. 
(2) On January 15, 1986, the terms of ten of such initial 

members, as designated in the bylaws of the Council, shall 
terminate. 

(3) On January 15 of each year thereafter through 1990 the 
terms of ten other initial members, as designated in the bylaws of 
the Council, shall terminate. 

The terms of the initial members appointed-from the United States 
Senate or the United States House of Representatives shall expire 

Oct. 7, 1980 
[11.R. 8081) 

U.S. Holocaust 
Memoria l 
Council. 
Establishment. 
36 use 1401. 
Commemora­
tion . 

Memorial 
museum . 

Presidcn t' s 
Commission on 
the Holocaust. 
GPO Stock No. 
052-003- 007-
07-0. 
Membership; 
a ppoi n tmen t. 
36 USC 1402. 

Initial members. 

Terms. 
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I 
Office of the 

Chairman 

United States Holocaust r\/iernor:2! C: .~ 1ncil 

January 20, 1981 

· · Dear Mr. President: 

On the day of your Inauguration, I am vrriting on behalf of 
the meml:ers of the Holocaust M3rrorial CbW1Cil, to express our 
sense of honor to be able to serve under your leadership. 
May you lead our country ill strength, ill justice, and in 
peace. 

One of the principal duties assigned to the Holocaust ¥..errorial 
Cbuncil by the Congress is the establishrrent and observance of 
annual Days of .Remanbrance to ~:rate- +b0 victims of the 

.... . . ~- . .. . _,.,,,.. . ----- . 
Nazi Holocaust . This year, _the....~.of Rerrembra,uc~ will fall 
during the week ot--Sllfiaay, April, 26 ~:.,J We w:::mld l::e rrore than 
pleased and honorecfrt" you 'W::JU1d be willing to make a brief · 
address as part of the :National Civic CerarDny in Washington, D.C. 
Surely, your presence and your v.Drds would lend a s_p2eial signifi­
cance to that hallawed occasion. 

We have tentatively set Tnursd.ay, April 30, for the National 
Civic Cererrony. That date could be adjusted, hoW2ver, to suit 
your convenience, to any day frcm Sunday, April 26, through 
Wednesd.ay, April 29. 

I was deeply rroved by the sirrple yet pc:,werful elO:JUence of 
your Inaugural .Address. "We are Americans. " Tnose ¼Drds have 
always reen a source of justifiable pride, but, perhaps, never 
more so than at the m::m2nt when you uttered than, for us all, 
upon becoming our President. · 

Sincerely, 

I 
, C 

Elie Wiesel t 
'lne Honorable Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Suite 832, 425 13th Street, NVv' Washington, DC 20004 
202-724-0779 

I 
I 
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February 24, 1981 

Tho President has asked mo to thank you f or the 
February 6 letter which you cosigned with oight 
of your colleaguo& on the United States Holocaust 
Memorial Council. 

You indicated that the first duty of the Council is 
to arrange for a national cqr:;tn-ernoration of the victims 
of the Holocatrntr and that this year's Days <>f Remem­
brance will fall on April 26 through May 2. You also 
suggeeted that the c~rernony be obser-..rod at the ivhite 
Houso and that the President partic ipate if possible. 
Your intorqst in arranging such a c~remony is appre­
ciated, -and you may b0 assured that r will promptly 
forward your letter to the President's scheduling 
office for careful consideration. · 

With cordial regard, I am 

Sincc.rt':!lYr 

Max L. Friedersdorf 
Assistant to the President 

'l'hc Honorable: Hilliam Lohman 
House of Rcprt'!scntati ves 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
MLF/CMP/KIR/las -- v 

cc : 

cc: 

with copy of incoming to Nancy Kennedy - FYI 
~-----.., 

with incoming t~ Greg Newell for further handling 
~ . ,,,~"'' --,,... _ __,,....,,..--



The President 
The White House 

<!tongtti)i) of tbe fflniteh ~tate~ 
i,ouse of l\tpresentatH.1eg 

mmla~bington, l\.Q!:. 20515 

toN':Jf~J§fua~t½ , 19s1 
U A ,:,,i, 'i 

Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

We are writing to you in our capacity as members of the United 
States Holocaust Memorial Council, and as co-sponsors of the legis­
lation passed unanimously by both Houses of Congress which established 
the Holocaust Memorial Council as a permanent part of the federal 
government. 

The first duty of the Council, set forth in that legislation, is 
the designation of an annual, national commemoration of the victims 
of the Holocaust, to be knOwn as Days of Remembrance. This year, 
Days of Remembrance will fall on April 26 through May 2 . 

We consider it essential that the principal ceremony obs e rving 
Days of Remembran~e be in Washington, and that government officials 
at the highest level participate in the observance. We would like r; 

to request, there fore, that the ceremony take place in the White 
House (pe rhaps in the Eas t Room or the Rose Garden) and that you 
might grace the occasion with your presence and with some appropriate 
remarks . We understand that the ceremony could take place any day 
b e tween Sunday, April 26, and Thursday, Ap ril 30, at anytime during 
the day or evening. 

For millions of Americans of all faiths, the Holocaust is an 
eve nt of d eep emotional significance, and the effort to commemorate 
it is a de eply spiritual one. It would be unique ly appropriate , 
therefore , for you, as our President, to l e ad the Nation in express­
ing remembrance of the victims of tyranny. 

tr~~ 
w·_1 ~ . 

_e s J.rc::_ 
Green 

Sincerely, 

o n C. Da 

Pef l lL 
\{llUJ1/ '/~--
wi t z 

\ I 
/ 

L, 
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United States Holocaust Memorial Council 
/ 
. _,,, 

,yv· I 

Office of the 
Chairman 

Dear Mr. Meese: 

January 27, 1981 

I would be extremely grateful for the opportunity_tQ._Jil~§!: 
~President Reagan, to tell him the status . of th'2 work of 
the Hol6causE71iJernoria:r--councir, ana--Eo-discuss with him our 
plans for the future . 

The Council was established 'as an agency of the federal 
government by the- uiian:ifrous--act ·of roth Houses of Congress in 
Cx:::tol:er, 1980. OUr principa'.CpurfD-ses- are -to designate and 
encoura ge observance of annual Days of Rerrembrance to conmerrorate 
the victims of the Holocaust, to establish a memorial/museum to 
honor the American liberators of the Nazi concentration camps 
and to corrmerrorate the victims, to plan for an Educational 
Foundation, and to plan for a Comnittee on Conscience which 
will warn again~t threats of genocide throughout the v,,0rld. 

The enclosed materials explain more fully the work of the 
Council. Please let me know if there is any other information 
I can give you. 

Sincerely, 

The Honorable Edwin Meese, III 
Counsellor to the President 
'Ihe White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Enclosures 

Suite 832, 425 13th Street, NW Washington, DC 20004 
202-724-0779 

I 
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Office of the 
Director 

United States Holocaust Memorial Council 

) ' j> , , < /t._ · ~/ , 

February 11, 1981 

Dear Mrs. Dole: 

First, I want to congratulate you on your appoint­
ment as Assistant to the President. 

I deeply appreciate th~ interest you have taken 
in the Days of Remembrance. I would not have called 
you if I did not feel that President Reagan v.Duld 
support the Council' s plans. 

Thank you very much for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Susan Medalie 
Deputy Director for 

Special Projects 

The Honorable Elizal::eth Dole 
Assistant to the President 

for Public Ll.aison 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Suite 832, 425 13th Street, NW Washington, DC 20004 
202-724-0779 

.I 
/ 

/ 



Unit ed States Holocaust rv'i ernori 2I C ~: ~m cil 

Office of the 
Chairman 

January 20, 1981 

I:Ear Mr. President : 

On the day of your Inauguration, I am writing on behalf of 
the members of the Holocaust Verrorial CoW1Cil, to express our 
sense of honor to be able to serve under your leadership. 
May you lead our country in strength, in justice, arrl in 
peace. 

One of the principal duties assigned to the Holocaust M::norial 
Council by the Congress is the establishrrent and observance of 
annual Days of P.errlEmbrance to ccmnerorate the victims of the 
Nazi Holocaust. This year, the Days of Remenbrance will fall 
during the week of Sunday, .April 26 . We ,;,.;ould be rrore than 
pleased and honored if you vKmld l::e willmg to make a brief 
address as part of the National Civic Cer61Dny in Washington, D.C. 
Surely, your presence and your ,;,.;ords v.Duld lend a special signifi­
cance to that hallCMed occasion. 

We have ten~tively set Thursday, .April 30, for the National 
Civic Cererrony. That date could be adjusted, ho\M2ver, to suit 
your convenience, to any day fran Sunday, .April 26, through 
Wednesday, .April 29. 

I was deeply rroved by the simple yet ~erful eloquence of 
your Inaugural Address. "We are Americans." Those ,;,.;ords have 
always teen a source of justifiable pride, rut, perhaps, never 
more so than at the m::xnent when you uttered than, for us all, 
up:m becoming our President. 

Sincerely, 

' . . -

Elie Wiesel ~ 

The Honorable Bonald Reagan 
President of the United States 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Suite 832, 425 13th Street, NW Washington, DC 20004 
202-724-0779 



Republican 
National 
Committee 
Outreach 
Program 

Mr. Red Cavaney 
Office of Public Liaison 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, D.C. 20006 

Dear Red: 

25 February 1981 

Attached, for your information, is a letter and accompanying 
documents from the Director of the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Council 
confirming the efforts that are being undertaken to provide po­
litical balance to the Council's composition. I believe that 
the understanding which has been reached fulfills all requirements 
to allow us to proceed with arrangements to receive the group 
in the White 1-+ouse in accordance with their request. 

The process undertaken to achieve the current position included 
substantive contact with Theodore Cummings, Max M. Fisher, Norman 
Braman, Elie Weisel, Prof. Monroe Freedman and others. Mr. Cummings 
is preparing a list of additional potential appointees for the 
President's consideration. With regard to the appointment of 
elected officials, Senator Robert Dole has been suggested to fill 
the seat vacated by former Senator Richard Stone (D-Fla.) re­
presenting an immediate opportunity for a meaningful Presidential 
appointment. Congressman Hamilton Fish Jr. would be next in line 
for a future vacancy. 

f In the event that the President's schedule precludes his par­
\ ticipation as requested, we suggest that Vice-President Bush 
· would be an appropriate alternative. Additionally, we recommend 

that the President augment the invitation list to include those 
members of the Jewish community and others who have been parti­
cularly active on his behalf, but who do not serve on the Council. 

I hope that you and Elizabeth react favorably to the process 
undertaken, and that this office may continue to be helpful to 
you whenever appropriate opportunities arise. 

Very truly ;'.?5, 
---r£J 
H. David Weinstein, Director 

~ • .._, : ,...,_._ f"'\ C:-.-.. .... '-- •• ~- - ~ -- . . LI! - - .... ,... __ .._ ___ '°'-f '°' r-: _._ .._ (""<, .._ _ _ _ ._ ,.... _,,.1. 'li... - - - • ,1. 1• • --L •----- -- ...._ ,... ,.._,...,-.._,.. 1,...1<\....,\ •"- ,.,,..'°',.. 



United States Holocaust Memorial Council 

Office of the 
Director February 24, 1981 

Dear David: 

I very much enjoyed meeting with you today, and was particularly 
pleased to find how deeply committed you are to the work of the 
Holocaust Memorial Council. 

We are eager to cooperate with you in amending the Council's 
enabling legislation to increase the membership to 55, from the 
present limit of 50. Through that increase, and through natural 
attrition, we would hope to enable President Reagan, in the near 
future, to appoint several people of his choice to the Council. 
I know that Elie Wiesel would particularly like to recommend to 
the President the names of Norman Braman, Theodore Cummings, 
Max Fisher, George Klein, Maxwell Raab, Albert Speigel, 
Bernard White, and Gordon Zacks. 

Also, we very much want to establish a closer relationship with 
the Wiesenthal Center. As you know, Elie Wiesel and Simon Wiesenthal 
met together recently in New York, and I understand that they had a 
most cordial and fruitful discussion. Ms. Esther Cohen, Chair­
woman of the Simon Wiesenthal Center, is a member of the Council, 
and serves on the :rnternational Relations Committee. As we fill 
out our staff and begin the substantive work of the Council, we 
expect to cooperate more closely with the Wiesenthal Center. 

I am extremely grateful for your willingness to help us to arrange 
for the East Room of the White House, and for the President to make 
a brief statement, for the observance of Yorn Hashoah. It would be 
difficult to overstate how much such a gesture from the White House 
v✓ould mean. 

Thank you again for a very pleasant lunch. 

Mr. H. David Weinstein 
Director 
Outreach Program 
Republican National Committee 
310 First Street, S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20003 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Monroe H. Freedman 

Suite 832, 425 13th Street, NW Washington, DC 20004 
202-724-0779 



Republican 
National 
Qlmmittee 
Outreach 
Program 

To: 

From: 

MEMORANDUM 

Red Cavaney 

H. David Weinstein 

Re: U.S. Holocaust Commission 

Pursuant to our conversation, I have advised Monroe Freedman of the 
current conflict in the President's schedule affecting the calendari­
zation of a White House reception for the Holocaust Commission. Mr. 
Freedman has asked that I communicate Chairman Elie Weisel 's suggestion 
that Friday, May 1st, as early in the day as feasible so as to avoid 
the Jewish sabbat~, would be an appropriate alternative. 

May I ask you to advise the President's schedulers of this suggestion 
and to seek a response at the earliest possible date. I will eagerly 
await your advice. -

Many thanks and best regards. 
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Feb. 26 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Sally Hartwig 
checked on two 

in E. Dole's 
invitations: 

office 

(1) B'Nai Br~th wanted to have 
rec Ei't White Ho ~s..--'-lY-<f-e 
rec ed t ~ "'''t'.'fi ·. 
ho 1 ·~-- · · 

n se 
~ 

. . ·-~ 
(2) U.S. Holocaust Memorial 
has written us many letters 
for establishment of an Observance 
Week April 26. Original letter was 
signed by half a dozen Congressional 
people. Holocaust Council is calling 
them saying what is happening on the 
request. Then Susan MedaJie of the 
U.S. Holocaust Memorial Council called 
us herself, -¾t-0~83J told her we'd get 
back to her , • . 
Sally Hartwig_ is at 7149. C?rN~,, 
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TO: 

MEMORANDUM 
OF CALL 

Greg 

D YOU WERE CALLED BY­
D YOU WERE VISITED BY 

su sa n Medalie 

OF (Organization) 

FTS PHONE NO. -~7::_2=--4 _0_7_8_3-,-~ 0 D PLEASE CALL - CODE/EXT, 

D 
D 

IS WAITING TO SEE YOU 

WISHES AN APPOINTMENT 

D WILL CALL AGAIN 

D RETURNED YOUR CALL 

MESSAGE 

has been added as a 
date for this event. 

May 1 
possible 

RECEIVED BY Cristy 
DATE 3/17 TIME 5 

63-109 

~U.S. G.P.O. 1980-311 - 156 / 16 

STANDARD FORM 63 (Rev. 8-76) 
Prescribed by GSA 
fPMR (41 CfR) 101-11.6 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: RED CAVANEY 

FROM: GREGORY J. NEWELL 

VIA: ·PATRICIA A.E. RODGERS 

SUBJ: SCHEDULING REQUEST 

2 FEBRUARY 1981 

PLEASE PROVIDE YOUR RECOMMENDATION AND co:MMENTS ON 
THE FOLLOWING REQUEST UNDER CONSIDERATION: 

1 

Event: National Civic Ceremony sponsored by the Holocaust 
Memorial Council as part of the annual "Days of Remembrance." 

Date: April 26 - April 30, 1981 

Location: Washington, D.C. 

Backgr~und: 

/ 

~~ 
UJ-s <-<-<- ~ ~rL-
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UNITED STATES 
HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL COU NCIL 

SUITE 832 

425 13TH STREET, NW 

WASHINGTON, DC 20004 

202-724-0779 

January 26, 1981 

Dear Mrs. Rawlins: 

Thank you very much for your 
accornnodation. ~ -

you. 

,,, 

We look forward to hearing from 

Sincerely, 

A~ a,eU-j 
Marian Craig 
Staff Assistant 

• -~ A") ' > .. ~~~•,. • :, t; ••• 0 • ~ :.. . ~ 

~~:: . ._. ·. ~~~~6~2~~✓~~ 



United States Holocaust Memorial Council 

Office of the 
Chairman 

Dear Mr. President: 

January 20, 1981 

On the day of your Inauguration, I am vrriting on behalf of 
the members of the Holocaust Merrorial Council, to express our 
sense of honor to be able to serve under your leadership. 
May you lead our country in strength, in justice, and in 
peace. 

One of the principal duties assigned to the Holocaust Merrorial 
Council by the Congress is the establishment and observance of 
annual Days of Remembrance to comnemorate the victims of the 
Nazi Holocaust. This year, the Days of Remembrance will fall 
during the week of Sunday, April 26. We w:mld be more than 
pleased and honored if you 'WOuld be willing to make a brief 
address as part of the National Civic Ceremony in Washington, D.C. 
Surely, your presence and your v.Drds v.Duld lend a special signifi­
cance to that hallowed occasion. 

We have tentatively set Thursday, 8)2ril 30, for the National 
~9_cerem:::iny ... That date could be adjusted, however, to suit 
your convenience, to any day £ran Sunday, April 26, through 
Wednesday, April 29. 

I was deeply moved by the simple yet powerful eloquence of 
your Inaugural Address. "We are Americans." Those 'WOrds have 
always been a source of justifiable pride, but, perhaps, never 
more so than at the moment.when you uttered them, for us all, 
upon becoming our President. 

The Honorable Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Suite 832, 425 13th Street, NW Washington, DC 20004 
202-724-0779 
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Office of the 
Chairman 

United States Holocaust Memorial Council 

January 20, 1981 

Dear Mr. President: 

On the day of your Inauguration, I am writing on behalf of 
the members of the Holocaust Memorial Council, to express our 
sense of honor to be able to serve under your leadership. 
May you lead our country in strength, in justice, and in 
peace. 

; :. ,, ,·, I i' hJ '1 ' 
l ✓ V , Vi'1J .:.::. I 

One of the principal duties assigned to the Holocaust Memorial 
Council by the Congress is the establishment and observance of 
annual Days of Remembrance to commemorate the victims of the 
Nazi Holocaust. This year, the Days of Remembrance will fall 
during the week of Sunday, April 26. We would be more than 
pleased and honored if you would be willing to make a brief 
address as part of the National Civic Ceremony in Washington, D.C. 
Surely, your presence and your words would lend a special signifi­
cance to that hallowed occasion. 

We have tentatively set Thursday, April ft, for the National 
Civic Ceremony. That date could be adjusted, however, to suit 
your convenience, to any day from Sunday, April 26, through 
Wednesday, April 29. 

I was deeply moved by the simple yet powerful eloquence of 
your Inaugural Address. 11 We are Americans. 11 Those words have 
always been a source of justifiable pride, but, perhaps, never 
more so than at the moment when you uttered them, for us all, 
upon becoming our President. 

The Honorable Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Suite 832, 425 13th Street, NW Washington, DC 20004 
202-724-0779 



United States Holocaust Memorial Council 

Office of the 
Chairman February 24, 1981 

Dear Mr. President: 

The legislation establishing the United States Holocaust 
Memorial Council (a copy of which is enclosed) provides that 
the -Executive Director of the Council is to be appointed by 
the President on the recommendation of the Chairman of the Council. 

I am writing to you, therefore, to recommend that you 
renew the appointment of Monroe H. Freedman as Director of the 
Council. Mr. Freedman has served as Director since 
January 15, 1981. He has been invaluable to us in every respect. 
Indeed, I am confident that I speak for every member of the Council, 
including the ten members of Congress, in recommending Mr. Freedman's 
appointment to you. · 

A brief biogra.phical note about Mr. Freedman -is enclosed. 
If there is any other information I can provide, please let me 
know. 

Sincerely, 

The Honorable Ronald Reagan 
The President of the United States 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Suite 832, 425 13th Street, NW Vvashington, DC 20004 
202-724-0779 



United States Holocaust Memorial Council 

MONROE H. FREEDMAN 
DIRECTOR 

Described in the Harvard Law Bulletin as "a lawyer's lawyer," 
Mr. Freedman has distinguished himself as a law school dean, professor, 
scholar, and practicing attorney. 

He has served on the Board of Governors of the District of Columbia Bar, 
and as Chairman of the Legal Ethics Committee of the D.C. Bar, Chairman 
of the Committee on Professional Responsibility of the Society of 
American Law Teachers, and Chairman of the Committee on Professional 
Disciplinary Standards and Procedures of the Federal Bar Association. 
He is also a member of the National Board of Directors of the American 
Civil Liberties Union, and was a member of the Board of Governors and 
the Executive Committee of the Society of American Law Teachers. 

As Dean of Hofstra La~v School from 1973 to 1977, Mr. Freedman was credited 
by the New York Times with having achieved for the law school "unprecedented 
nationalprominence and high standards." His book, Lawyers' Ethics~ 
~ Adversary System, received the ABA's Gavel Award Certificate of Merit, 
and has been described in reviews as "brilliant," "indispensible, 11 and 
"undoubtedly the best book in the field." 

Mr. Freedman has practiced with law firms in New York, Philadelphia, 
and the District of Columbia, was a Professor of Law at George Washington 
University, and established and directed a six-lawyer public interest 
law firm in the District of Columbia. He has also been a consultant 
to the Association of the Bar of the City of New York, to the National 
Legal Services Corporation, to the United States Commission on Civil 
Rights, and to Senator John L. McClellan. 

Mr. Freedman received his A.B., LL.B., and LL.M. at Harvard, and is 
listed in Who's Who in America, Who's Who..:!..!! American Law, and Who's 
Who in theWorld-. ---

Suite 832, 425 1.3th Street, NW Washington, DC 20004 
202-724-0779 



ELIE WIESEL 
CHAIRMAN 

United States Holocaust Memorial Council 

The Chairman of the United States Holocaust Merrorial Council, 
Elie Wiesel, served previously as Chairrran of the President's 
Corrmission on the Holocaust. 

Mr. Wiesel, an internationally acclaimed author, is widely regarded 
as the preeminent spokesman for the victims of the Holocaust. 
Mr. Wiesel's first J:::ook, Night, relates in understated yet over­
powering detail his experience as a toy in Auschwitz and Buchenwald, 
where his rrot.rier, father, and younger sister died. Night has been 
described by Francois Ma.uriac as "different, distinct, unique ... 
a J:::ook to which no other could be compared," and the New York Times 
has called it "A slim volume of terrifying power." 

Although Mr. Wiesel has written other notable J:::ooks on the Holocaust, 
the scope of his work spans biblical studies, portraits of the Hasidic 
masters, and rroral responsibility in today's v.Drld. His l::x:oks include: 
Dawn; The Accident; The Town Beyond the Wall; The Gates of t.11.e ,Forest; 
Beggar in Jerusalem; The Oath; The Jews of Silence; Zalmen, or T'ne 
Madness of God.; Legends of Our Time; One Generation After; Souls on 
Fire: Portraits and Legends of Hasidic Masters; .Messengers of God: 
BTEiical Portraits and Legends; Four Hasidic Masters; and ?::_ Jew ~ay. 

The holder of honorary doctorates from many academic institutions, 
Mr. Wiesel has also received the National Jewish Bcok Council Awards 
in 1964 and 1973, the Jewish Heritage Award for Literature in 1966, 
and the 1968 Prix Medicis for Beggar in Jerusalem. 

He serves as the Andrew Mellon Professor of the Humanities at Boston 
University, and lives with his family in New York City. 

Suite 832, 425 13th Street, NW Washington, DC 20004 
202-724-0779 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

MEMORANDUM DATE: 4/24/81 

TO: ELIZABETH DOLE 

FROM: GREGORY✓/j{ NEWELL 

SUBJ: APPROVED PRESIDENTIAL ACTIVITY. 

PLEASE IMPLEMENT THE FOLLOWING AND SUBMIT BRIEFING 
PAPER AND REMARKS TO RICHARD DAR.MAN BY 3:00 P.M. 
OF THE PRECEDING DAY. 

MEETING: Holocaust Ceremony 

DATE: April 30 

TIME: 10:00 am DURATION: . lS Jn;i:n!?. 

LOCATION: Rose Garden 

REMARKS REQUIRED: Yes 

MEDIA COVERAGE: Coordinate with Press O.f:fice 

FIRST LADY PARTICIPATION: Optional 

cc : J. Brady M. Friedersdorf 
M. Brandon c. Fuller 
J. Canzeri D. Gergen 
R. Darman C. Gerrard 
M. Deaver K. Khachigian 
E. Dole P. McCoy 
H. Donaldson L. Speakes 
M. Evans s. Studdert 
D. Fischer R. Williamson 
J. Fitzgerald WHCA Audio/Visual, ·Operations 

rv 



DRAFT - April 27, 1981 

Dear Mr. Meed: 

My wife and I would have been honored to participate with the 

thousands of Jewish Survivors of the Holocaust at the Warsaw Ghetto 

Resistance Organization's annual commemoration of the liberation of 

the Nazi camps by United States and Allied Forces. We will be 

with you in spirit when you light the candles in memory of the 

Six Million Jews who died in the Holocaust. 

The heroic uprising in the Warsaw Ghetto, which you are also 

commemorating, continues to be an inspiration to all freedom-loving 

people. The courageous acts of the Ghetto Fighters, and the lessons 

learned from the Holocaust itself, must be an indelible reminder for 

us a 11 . 

I also was pleased to learn of the World Gathering of Holocaust 

Survivors, which will take place iri Jerusalem in June. It is 

sure to be an historic and memorable occasion. 

With every good wish, 

~~ 
•· Benjamin Meed 
President 
Warsaw Ghetto Resistance Organization 
722 West 30th Street 
New York, New York 10001 
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Office of the 
Chairman 

Dear Mr. !'resident: 

President's Commission on the Holocaust / 

September 27, 1979 

It is with a deep sense of privilci:e that I suhmit to you, in accordance with 
your request , the report of your Commission on the llulocausl. NeHr before 
have its members, individually and collectively, i:ilen su mud, of lhemsclVL"s to 
a task that is both awesome and furhidclini:, a ta,k whi ch required reachini: 
far back into the past as well as taking a hard luuk inlo tht• futur e, 

Our central focus was mcmory--our own and that of the victims durini: u 
lime of u111>recedentcd evil and sull'trini:. T hal was the ll uluc:iusl, au era we 
mus t remember not onl y because of the dead; ii is ton J;,tc fur lh,·111 . Nut only 
because of the survi vors; it may e1·cn be l:1 te for them . Our re111 en1IJl•ri11i: is an 
act of i.:enerosity, aimed at saving mc11 and women fru111 :1pathy tu e l'il, if nut 
from evil itself. 

We wish , through th e work of this Commission, lo reac h und transfo rm us 
many human beings as possible. We hope to share our convktiu11 that when 
war a11d ge nocide unleas h ha ired against a11y 011e people or people,, a ll arc 
ullimutely engulfed in th e lire. 

With this conviction a nd mindful of your mandate, l\1r. Presiden t , we h:fve 
explored during the past severa l months of our exis ten ce the variuu, 11 u_v, and 
means of rememberini:- and of movini: olhcrs lo rem emlwr-thc llolucaust 
and its vic tims, an even t thal was intended lo cra,e 111e11wry. 

., Our lirs t question may so und rhetori ca l: Why r ememhcr, wh y re m cmher 111 
all? Is not human n:1l11 re opposed lo keepi ng al ive memories that hurt :,nd 
disturb? The more cruel th e wound, the grea ter th e effort to cu1er ii , tu hide 
it beneath other wountls, oth er scars. Why th en dini: to unbcarn hlc memu rie~ , 
that m ay forever rob us of our sleep? Why not fori:et, turn th e pa~e , an,I 
proclaim: le t it remain buried beneath lh c dark nii:htmarcs of our 
subconscio us . Why nol spare our children the wci i: ht uf our cnlkc111•c burden 
und allow them to s turl th eir lives fr ee of nocturnal obsessions 11ml rnmplcxcs, 
free of Auschwitz and it s shadows? 

These questions, Mr. President, would not perhaps he clc1·oid of merit if it 
were po,s ihle to extirpate the Holocaust from history :11111 make hl'li cve we ran 
forget. Uul it is not possible a nd we cannot. Like it o r nut , the Evc11 1 must and 
will domin:11e future c ,·en ts . 11 s cc11tralily in th e crentile cnde:11·or, of our 
conlcmpo rurics rcmu ins undi .\ (>utccl . Phi lo.\ophcrs anti !<iodal !'>l'h: nlbl!'t, 
psycholoi;i,ts and moralists, lheo loi;i1111s a nd :1rtisls: nil hun kr111ecl it u 
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watershed in the a 11na ls of mankind . What wus comprehensible before 
Treblinka is comprchensi hl e no lon i:er . After Trchlinka, man's ahility lo co1>c 
with his condition was shatt ered ; he was pushed lo his limits mid hcyond . 
Whatever has happened since must therefore be judi:cd in the light of 
Treblinka. Forgelfu lness is no sol utio11. 

Treblinka and Auschwitz, MaJch111ek and Bclzec, lluchenwnld and Ponar, 
th ese and other capitals of the Holocaust kingdom must therefore be 
remembered, a nd fo r several reasons. 

Firs t, we ca nn ot grant the killers n 11os1humo11s victory. Not only did they 
humiliate and assassi nate their vicl ims, they wanted al so lo destroy their 
memory. They kill ed them twice, reducing them to ashes and then denyini: 
their deed. No l to remember the dead now would mean to become accomplices 
to !heir murderers . 

Second , we cannot deny the victims the fulfillment of th ei r last wish; their 
ldee fixe to bear witness. What the mcrcha111 from Salonik i, the child from 
Lodz, the ra bb i from Rachi mi n, the carpenter from Warsaw and the scribe 
from Vilna had in common was the passion, the co,npubion lo tell the tall'--Or 

\ lo enab le so meone else to do ,o. Every i:hello had its historians, every 
deuthcamp its chroniclers. Youn1: and old, learned and unlearned, eve rybody 
ke1Jt di aries, wrote journnls, composed poems anrl prayers. They wanted to 
rc111emher an d to be rcmemhered. They wa nterl lo defeal the enemy's 
conspiracy of silence, to communicate a s1lark of the lire that nea rly consumed 
their gencrution, and, above 11 11 , to ser ve as warning lo fulure i:encnitions. 
Instead of lookini: with co nt c111p l upon mankind tha t helrayed them, th e 
victims dreamed of redeemi ni: it with their own charred so uls . Ins tead uf 
des1111irini.: of man and his possible sa lva lio n, they put their faith in him . 
Defying all logic, all reason , they opted fur hu111an ily aud chose to try, by 
means of their testimony, lo save it from inclilTcrencc that might result in the 
ultimate catastrophe, the nuclear one. 

Third, we must r emember for our own sake, for th e sake of our own 
humanity. lndi!Terence lo the victims would result , inevitubly, in indifference 
to ourse lves, un lndilTerencc that would ultimately no lon~cr be sin hut, in the 
words of our Commissioner Bayard Ru stin , "a terrifyi ni: curse" nnd its own 
punishment. 

The most vitul lesson to be drawn fro111 the lloloca ust era is that Auschwitz 
was 11ossiblc hecunse the euemy of the Jewi>h people and of mnnkind-;tnd it 
is a lways lhe sume enemy-M1cceeded in dividinl( , in ~etl a ra lini: , in splittini: 
human society, rrntion uj.!ainst nution, <..:hris ti;.rn a~aim,l Jew, younJ.! a~ninst 
old. And not enough people cared. In Cermany and oth er occupied counlries, 
111osl spect :1lors chose not to inlerfere wil h the killers; in other lands, too , 
many persons cho,e to remain neutral. As a re,ult, lhe killers killed, the 
,·idims died, and lhc world remained world. 

S till , the killers could not be sure. In lhe heginnini: they made one mo ve and 
wuited. Only when there w.is no reaction did they 111akc :molher 111ovc a nd s till 
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another . From racial laws to med ieval decrees, from ille1:al expuhions tu the 
establishment of ghettos and then lo the invt:nlion of dc:1thr:1111p,, lhc kil len 
ca rri ed out their plans only when they rea li1.ed Ih a! th e outside worlcl ,imply 
did not cure about th e Jewish victims. Soon after, lhey ciedded they rnuld clo 
the same thin g, with ec1ual impunity, to 01her peoples a, we ll. A, alwa y, , they 
began wi th Jews . As always, they did not ,top with Jews alone . 

Granted that we musl re member, l\lr. l'rcs idcnt, th e next question your 
Commission had to examine was whom arc we to remember'! II is l'ilal tha t 
the American people come 10 understand .lhe dbl inclil'e rcalil)' of the 
Holocaus t: millions of innocen t civilia ns were lragirall y ~illed hy the Na1is . 
They must he rememhered . llowever, th ere exists a moral impcrati,•e fur 
specia l empha, is on lhe six million Jews. Whil e nol all vi c1i111, 11 ere Jews, ult 
Jews were victim;,, d e, t ined fur :1n11ihi latio11 ,ulely hera"'e I hey II ere horn 
Jewish. They were duon,cd not because of ,0111e thin 1: I hey had don,· or 
procla imed or acc1uired but because of who th ey were : ,uns and cl aughlers of 
the Jewish people. As such they were se nt enced to cle:11h ru ll,·cl il'cl)' and 
individually as part of an orlicial and "legal " plan unprecedc nt ccl in lhc 
annals of history . 

Uu ring our journey lo Eastern Europl~a full dc,criptiun of II hi ch is 
uttachcd (Appendi x B)-thc Commission ohscrn·cl !hat whi le Jew, ure 
so met imes mentioned on public 111 onument s in l'oland , th ey 11ere 1101 n ·f,•rn,d 
lo in Russ ia al a ll. In Kiev's 11 :,hi Yar, fur instance, "here ntarly H0,000 J ews 
were murdered in September 19-11 , the word Jew is tolally ab,enl from the 
memor ial inscriptions. 

' Our Commission believes Iha ! becuust• th ey 11ere the principal targ,·t of 
I-filler's Final So lution , we musl remember the ,six milli on .kw, and , through 
them and beyond them, but never without th em , rescue from uhlh ion all th e 
men, wome n and children, Je11bh and tlll ll ·.IC\\ish, who peri,hed in lhu,c 
.)'Cars in the forests and camps or lhe kini:dom of nigh! . 

T he universa lit y of the Holoca ust li es in it s uniqueness: th e El'en t is 
essentiall y Jewish , yet its inlerprel:t lion is uni,•er,al. II i1110lvecl n,·n di, ta nl , 
na ti ons ;11JCI perso ns who lived far away from llirkcnau\ ll:11nc, or "ho were 
born al'tcrward . 

Our ow n country was abo inrnll'ed, l\lr . l'resid,·nl. The rnli:1111 ,\merirn n 
nation fought llitler and Fa,ci,m and paid for it s hrn l'l' r )' 111HI icl eali,m 11ith 
the li ves of hundreds and th ousands of i1 ., ,ons; !heir ,acrilices ,hall not he 
fori:o tt eu. And yel, :11JCI yet, away fro111 th e baltll'lie ld , llll' j111l1:111e11t of hi,lory 
wi ll he luirs h . Sadly hul realblically, our gn•a t goH•rnn1,·nl '"" 11111 11 ii hon I 
IJlemish . One cannot hut wonder II hat 111i ghl h:n e happl'ntcl had !he lh,·11 
American l' resideul and his advi sors de111011stralecl cunn·rn :incl cu111passion hy 
appoin ti ng in 1942 or l'>-13 a Pre,idcnt's Cn11JC11b,i1111 In pren·nt lhe llolocau, t. · 
I lo w m any victi111,, Jew, and non-.kws, cuulcl h;I\ l' heen " " ,·cl hail II e 
changl'd our immigralion law!oi, opl' lll'd our ~ah', mn n · " idcl _, , pru lt',h'd more 
l'orccfull y . \Ve did 1101. Why nut'! Thi, a,pt ,·t of lh l' l-: 1<·111 1111" 1 aud \I ill he 
explored thorou1:hly :ind honc.,1ly wi1hi11 lhe fr:1111e11or~ of lhe ('01n111i"i11n ' , 
work. The decision lo l':ice lhe iss ue cuns lilu t,·s an ut l of mura l rourngc \\Orthy 
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or our nation . 

The question or how to remember makes up the bulk of the Commission's 
report. Memorial, museum, education, research, commemoration, action to 
prevent a recurrence: these arc our nreas of concern. I hope lhal these 
recommendulions will be accepluhle lo you, Mr. Prcsidenl, rellccling as lhey 
do 1he joint thinking of the members of the Commission amt its advisors over 
a period of 7 months. 

po~ //// 4,? J ~/ • ~ 4?-1Eq 
1 ~ Glasner ;,nchard 

/~~~ u~) \)~~\,h~ 

Ouring that time, we held meetings and hearings and st udied known and 
hitherto undisclosed material. Our hope was to reach a consensus umong our 
diverse membership, which includes academicians and ci,•ic leaders, Christians 
und Jews, native Americans und survi vors rrum the cleathcamps who found a 
welcome and a reruge here and who now, us American citizens, enjoy the 
privileges of our democracy . 

Arthur J . Gold~---d 

~~ 

Specia l attention wus paid to the opinions, views, and reelings or the 
survivors, men and women who know the problems from the inside and who 
ask for nothing more than the opportunily to ,how their gratitude. "Our 

\ adopted country was kind to us," says Commissioner Si1:mund Strochlitz, 
"and we wish to repay in some way by helpini,: lo build a strong a nd human 
society based on equality and justice for a ll ." Their willingness lo shar~ th ei r 
knowledge , their pa in, their anguish, even their agony, is motivated solely by 
their conviction that their survival was for a purpose, A survivor secs himself 
or herself as a messenger and guardian of secrets entrusted by the dead. A 
~urvivor fears he or she may be the last to rememher, lhe Inst to wurn, the 
ln, t to tell the tule that cunnot he told, the tule tha t musl he told in its totulity, 
before it is too late, before the last witne,s lcu,•es the sla~e und takes his 
awesome testi mony back to the dead, 

~ ~ ~ S-w~ 
Rohen McAfee Brown S. William Green 

~,,, fJ. 
Gerson D. Cohen 

~ - ~ 
Thcotl m 

... 
l__.a..' • 

In the hope that you will enable this testimony to he brought to the attention 
of the American people, and the world, I submit the atlachcd report to you, 
Mr. President. 

Respectfully you rs, ~,J-:-:::(~ 
John C. Danfonh 

'w,,/ 1-i: /,~ , . . 

Ra ul I li lbcrg 

The Honorable Jimmy Carter 
President or the United States 
Washington, O.C, 20500 
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I. FUNCTIONING OF THE COMMISSION 

On November l, 1978, President Ca rter established the President's Commission 
on the Holoca ust and charged it with the responsibility to submit a report "'w ith 
respec t to the establishme nt and maintcna11cc ol an appr.1111 iat c mem,,r ia l It> 
those who p.:rishcd in the I loloca ust, to exami ne the fcasibi ity for the creation 
and maintenance of the memo rial through contributions by the /\me, ica n peo­
ple, and to recommend appro priate ways for the nation I,> commemorate /\pril 
28 and 29, 1979, which the Conl\ress has resolved shal l be 'Days of Remembrance 
of Victims of the Holoca ust.' ·• 

The Commission, chaired by Elie Wiese l, consisted of 3·1 members. including 
survivors, lay and religious leaders of all fa iths, histor ian, and scholars, five 
Congressmen and five Se nators , and was aided by a 27-pcrson Advbory Board. 

The Co mmission began its operat ions on January 15, 1979, holding it~/ir,1 
meetin~ one month later on February 15 . Subsequen t to the first mee ting, the 
Commiss ion divided into a series of working subcomm itt ees: M11s1• 11111 and Mon­
ument, Seco11dary Ed11 c111io11 and C11rrirn/11, Higher Ed11rnriv11 and Rtsl'urch, 
H11111a11 Rir;hts, " Days of Re111 e111 bra11ce ," F11c1 -Fi11di11r; 011,/ Tmvl'I Missio11, and 
F1111di11 g. Each of the subcommillces , co-chai red by a member of th e Commis­
sion and of the Advisory Board . met 10 formulat e and re fi ne the Commis,ion's 
recommendations. All fo rmulations were then presented to a meeting of the 
Advisory Board on April JO and to the Commission as a whol \! on April 24 . 

In addition, during the first weeks of the Commission 's life , suggcstio.ns were 
solicited from thousa nds of Americans: survivor organiLations and iiidividual 
survivo rs; a broad range of civic, labor, and rcli~ious leaders; Holncaust scholars 
and educators; membi:rs of 1he Poli sh-American communi1y who had been 
subject 10 Nazi persecu1 ion as well as Armenian, Bl ack, and ocher Amcrica11s 
whose historic experience make them particularly se nsi ti ve to the issues raised 
by the I lolocaust. 

In it s surveys and di alogues, 1he Commission sought to formulate co ll ecti vely 
what might conslitute an appropriate national memori al to all chose who had 
peri shed in the Holoca ust while still honori ng 1he memory and idcn 1i1 y of 1hu, c 
groups si ngled oul for mass annihila1ion. In many rc,pccts. 1hc rec,1mmend,1tions 
and proposa ls of the Commissinn rcnccl lhe co llecti ve wi,dom gleaned from 

• Exccu ti v..: Orde r Number 12t~H . dated No\'(.' nlh..:r I. 1978 . Sc..: /\ppcm.l 1x A . An h.l ... ·n1i1.al copy l)f 
th..: Report w:1s !.uhmi11cd 10 \he Sccrclary of the l111crior il!ri. maml.1 11,:d hy th..: [\ 1.' \.'llli,c OHier. 
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discussion with u broad cross-section ol indivillunls and groups . 

During this formative period, several Congressmen held local hearings in their 
districts on the work of the Commission, with testimon y from scores of witnesses, 
includin!\ su rvivors, teachers, clergymen, representative, of a broau range of 
community organiza tions, civic and ·political leaders, scholars, educators, the­
ologians, arti sts, and writers . After the Com mission had reached its preliminary 
conclusions, audit ional public hearings were held . 

Within the first 3 months the Commission planned many of the ac tivities 
conducted during the Days of Remembrance and developed models for future 
commemora tions of the Holocaust. The Days of Remembrance activities cul­
minated in a National Civic Holocaust Commemoration Service held in the 
Cap i1 ol Rotunda on April 24, the internationally recognized memorial day for the 
Holocaust (see Proposal 4 for a report of na11 011wide ac1i vi tics). 

The second Commission meeting was actually held on the Day of Remembr­
ance, April 24. It refined the proposals of the various subcommntees , arid then 

1 
charged the staff and commi1tees to develop final recommendations. On June 
·7, the Commission met a third time to conside r 1he proposals; overwhelming 
approva l was given to the recomme nda tions which make up the body of 1his 
report. Furthermore, the Commission decided to umkrtakc a fact -finding mis­
sion, at 1he members' personal expense, 10 sit es of I lolocaust annihilation and 
memorials in Poland, the Soviet Union, Den mark, and Israe l. The purpose of 
the journey was threefold: to ascertain what other count ries have done, 10 lay 

1 the foundation for future cooperation be tween the Commission and major mem­
' orial and scholarl y insti tut ions; and to pay tribute to the victims of the I lolocaust 

by visiting the places of their death and the shrines erected to thei r memory. 
(A report of the fac t- fi nding mission is in Appendix 8 .) · 

2 

II. GUIDING PRINCIPLES 

The Commission's efforts have been undertaken in the se rvice of memory . 
with the conviction that in remembrance lie the seeds of transforma1i11n and 
renewal. Throughout the Commission's work, two guiding principl,·s have pro­
vided the philosophical rationale . They arc: ( I) the uniqueness of the I lolocaus t; 
and (2) the moral obliga tion to remember. 

The Uniqueness of the Holocaust 
The Holocaust was the sys tematic, bureaucratic extermination of six- mill ion 

Jews by the Nazis and their co ll abora tors as a ce ntral act nf , talc d111 ing 1hc 
Second World War; as night descended, millions of other pc,,plcs were S11ept 
into this net of death. II was a crime unique in the an nals of huma n histor y. 
different no t only in the 4uanti1y of l'i olc.:nce- 1he sheer number, killcdl· l>u t 
in its manne r and purpose as a mass criminal enterprise 01ganiLed by 1hc ,1a1c 
against defen se less civilian populations. The deci,ion wa, 10 ki ll e, c1 y Jew 
everywhere in Europe: the definition or kw as targcl for death lranscl'ndeu all 
boundaries . There is evidence ind ica ting that the NaLi, in1endcd ul1ima1cly 10 
wipe out the Slavs and 01hcr peoples; had the war continued or had 1hc NaL1S 
l'riumphed, Jews migh t not have remained the final vic1ims of Na,.i gcnociue , 
but they were certainly its fir st. 

The concept of the annihilation ol an ent ire people. as th,1111gu1shel.l lrnm 
their subjuga tion , was unprecedented : neve r hcfure 111 h111n an his1ory had i;cn­
ocide bee n an all-perva,ive gove rnment policy unaffcc1cd by tcrri1Mi ,d or eco­
nomic advant age and unchecked by moral or re ligious constraints . Ordinari ly, 
acts of violence directed by a govern ment again,! a populace arc rclaicd 10 
perceived needs of national secur ity or geographic expansion. with hm1ili1ics 
diminishing after the enemy surrenders. In the case ol the Na Lis, however, 
violence was intensified after subjugation, especially in Poland ,,nd othe r p,,rls 
of Easte rn Europe, against all the subjugated popu lations. Jew, we 1c partirnla r 
targe ts despite the fa ct tha t thcy possesscd no army anu were not an integral 
part of the military struggle. Indeed, the destruction frequently confl ic1 ed with 
and took priority over the war effort. Trains that could hal'c been u,ed Ill c,1ri y 
mun itions to the front or to retrieve inju red soldi ers were di verted fo r the 
trnnsport of victims to the death camps . Even a[1er 1hc Na,i dclcat on lhc 
Russia n fron t, when it became eviden t 1ha1 the German, had 1,1' I the war . ihe 
kill ings were intensified in a last desperate .1 11 rn1p1 ,11 compk1 c .1nnihila1ion. 
Clearly, genocide was an end in it~c lf independent uf 1hc rc<1ui,i1c, ol war. 
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In 1he Nazi program of genocide, Jews were the primary vic1ims ex1ermina1ed 
not for whal they were but for the fact that they wac Jews. (In 1he Nuremberg 
Decree of 1935, a Jew was defined by his grandparcn1s' affilia1ion. Even wn­
version 10 Chris ti anity did not affect the Nazi dcfini1ion .) While Gypsies were 
killed 1hroughou1 Europe, Nazi plans for !heir cxtermi1rn1ion were never com­
pleted nor fully implemented. However. Nazi plans for the annihila1ion of Eu­
ropean Jews were not only comple1cd hul lhoroughly implcmcn1cd. Many Polish 
child ren who~c parents were killed were subjected 10 lnrccd Gcrmanitation­
thal is, adoption by German families and assimilation into German culture­
yet Jewish children were offered no such alternative lo dea th . 

The Holocaust was not a throwback to medieval torture or archaic barbarism 
but a thoroughly modern expression of bureaucratic organization. industrial 
management , scientific achievement, and techno logical sophis1ica1ion. The en­
tire appara1us of lhe German bureaucracy was marshalled in the service of the 
extermination process. The churches and.health ministries supplied birth records 
to define ·and isolate Jews; the post office dchvcred statemen ts of dd1111uon, 
expropriation, denaturalization, and deportation; the economic ministry con­
fiscated Jewish wealth and propeny ; the universities denied Jewish students 
admission and degrees while dismissing Jewish faculty; German induslry fired 
Jewish workers. officers, hoard members and disenfranchised Jewish swck­
holders ; government travel bureaus coordina ted schedules and bi lling proce­
dures for the railroads which carried the victims to 1heir deaths. 

The process or ex1ermination itself was hurcaucratically systematic. f'ollowing 
the mob destruction of Kristal/11acht, a pogrom in November 1938 in which at 
least 36 Jews were killed, 20,000 arrested. thousa nds or Jewish businesses looted 
and burned, and hundreds of synagogues vandalized. random acts or violence 
were replaced by organized, passionless operations. Similarly, 1he angry, riotous 
ac tions of the S.A. gave way to 1he disciplined, professional procedure, or the 
S.S., which by 1943 had substituted massive. impersonal factories or ex1crmi­
nation fo r the earlier mobile killing units. The location and opera1ion or the 
camps were based on calcula tions of accessibi lit y and cost-erlectivencss. the 
trademarks of modern business practice . German corporations actually profited 
from the: industry of death . Pharmace utical firms, unrestricted by fear of side 
e[fects, tested drugs on camp inmates , and companies competed [or contracts 
to build ovens or supply gas for ex termina tion. (lmleed, 1hcy were even con­
cerned with protecting the patents [or I heir products.) German engineers work­
ing for Topf and Sons supplied one camp alone with 46 ovens capable of burning 
500 bodies an hour. 

Adjacent to the exlerminmion ca mp al Auschwi1z was a privately owned, 
corporately sponsored concentration camp called I. G. Auschwi1z. a division of 
I. G . Fa rhen. This multi -dimensional, 11c1ro-d1cmical com plex brought human 
slavery to its ultimate perfection by re, ucing human beings to consumable raw 
materials, from which all mineral life was sys1ernmically drained before the 
bodies were recycled into the Nazi war economy: gold teeth [or the treasury, 
hair for mattresses, ashes for fenilizer. In their relentless search for the least 
expensive and most efficient means or ex termination. German scientisls exper­
imented wilh a variety of ga,,cs until they discovered the insecticide Zyklon D, 
which could kill 2.000rersons in less than 30 minutes at a cost of one •half-cenl 
per body. Near the cm of the wur, in order to cut cx/1enses and save gas, "co, t­
accountanl consiuerations" kd to an order to place iving children directly into 
the ovens or throw them into open burning pits. The same type of ingenuity 
and control that facilitates modern industrial development was rationally applied 
10 the process of ueslruction . 
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During previous centuries, excess populations were alleviated through emi­
gration 10 less populated regions, but by 1920 the [rn111ier, had rrcedcd and the 
New World no longer ahwrbcd the ovcrnow from the Old . When (icrmany 
could not ship out a poppla1ion she wishcu to eliminate (no country wa~ will111g 
to accept Jews), she took the next fatal step and sent them up 111 ,moke. In a 
world of increasing over-population, the inclination 10 duplicat e the Nati opt inn 
and once agai n extermina1c millio·ns or people remains a hideous threat. The 
curse of the Holocaus1 is a dire warning . 

The Holocaus1 could 1101 have occurred without the collapse of certain reli• 
gious norms; increasing secu larity [uelcd a devaluation nf the imai:c of the 
human being creaicd in the likeness of God. Ironically, althou gh relig,nus pa­
spcc tivcs con tri buted 10 the growth of anti •Semi 1i s111 and 1he dll>ite .,f Jews '" 
v1c1ims. only in a modern secular age did anti -Se mitism lead 10 annihila1ion . 
Other aspec1s of modern dehumanization con1rilrn1cd to the I l,ilucaw,1. nnlably 
1he splitting of the human personality whereby lllen rnu ld murder children by 
day and be loving husbands and fathers at night. The division of laho r that 
scparat..:d complete opcra1ions in to fractions of the whole pcrm,ucd 1h11us.,1H1' 
to panicipate ,n a ma~sivc bureaucracy of death without feeling rcsponsihlc . 
For example, Adolf Eichmann, who supervised the roundup of Jew, for de­
portation, could claim he never personally killed a single pcr,on; employees 
could insist they did not know what they were doing; executioners could explain 
they were only following orders. 

Whe1hcr 1he product of technology or a reac1ion again,, it, the horror o[ 1he 
Holocaust is inextricably linked to the conditions of our time. By s1udying the 
Holocaust, we hope 10 help immunize modern man against the disc:ases partic­
ular to the twen ti e th cen tury which led lo 1his l1H>n~lrou~ aberration. 

The Moral Obligation to Remember 
The Ame rican philmopher George San tayana has warned that 1hose who 

forget history are condemned 10 repeat it. The l lolocaust re veals a pntcntial 
pathology at the heart o[ Western civilization together with 1hc [right~ning 
consequences of the toial cxc rci,e or power. Remembering can in,1ill cau tion, 
fortify restraint, and protect against [u1ure evil or indilfcrcncc. The sense or 
outrage in the face of the Holocaust expressed in the declaration " Never 
Again"-neither to the Jewish people nor to any o ther people-must be in­
Jormed by an understanding of what happened and how. 

Although we have no guaran tees tha1 those who remember will not repeal 
hi story, the failure to remember the past makes repetition more likely. Nothing 
more clearly illustralcs this claim than Hit ler's alleged response 10 thmc in hb 
governmenl who fe ared international oposition 10 ge nocide. "Wh,1 rcmcmhL·rs 
lhe Armenian,?," he asked. Indifference 10 1ha1 earlier 1wcn1ie1h •ce111ury at­
tempt al genocide may well have fortified !hose ~ ho later qucstiuncd the impac1 
of cx1crmination if not i1s wisdom or necess ity . Conversely, memory can avert 
future errors. Perhaps it is no accident that the government ol[icial 11w,1 re­
sponsible for a fundamental shift in Ameri can polic)' toward the plight of the 
Jews , former Secretary of the Treasury Henry Morgen.lhau, Jr. , was the son of 
the Ambassador to Turkey during the Armenian massacre in World War I. ii 
was al the behest of Secretary Morgenthau that a report was prepared [or the 
President on 1he murder of the Jews . 

To remember the Holocaust is to sensitize ourselves to it, cri1ical political 
lessons. Nazism was racilitated by the breakdown of democracy, the collap,e 
of social and economic cohesion, the decline of human solida rity, and an eros,nn 
of faith in the political leadership and in the ability or democratic govern111en1s 
to function. Recalling these danger signals intcnsir,cs our concern for the health 
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of the body politic und the processes of democracy, the forms of government, 
11nd the impor,tance of human und sodnl values. 

By remembering the excesses that marked the Nazi era, we can learn again 
the importance of limits, of checks and balances, We ca n also learn that a 
democratic government must function and perform basic services and that hu­
man rights must be protected within the law. We can renew ou r appreciation 
for moral and philosophical guidelines, for the need to consider the human cos t 
of scientific experimentation. We can strengthen our belief in inalienable in­
dividual rights. We can also come to understand that a universalistic ethic un­
balanced by respec t fo r particular variation is ultimately tyrannical. Tolerance 
for et hnic diversity and pluralism can be enhanced. 

But remembering is not easy for either individual or group . Confronting the 
Holocaust threatens 10 sear our souls and challenge our perceptions, our com­
placency . It introduces a tone of somberness and tragedy into human discourse 
and heightens our awareness of the precariousness and vulnerability of life . Not 
only has the moral landscape of human rea lity been altered by the Holocaust, 
but the acce lerat ion of technology and nuclear power now threa ten hum an 

' ex istence itse lf. By focusin~ on the dangers inherent in the ends and means of 
a technological, bureaucrat ic society, study of the Holocaust and its implications 
can encourage a renewal of commitment to sani ty and humanity. 

Americans have a distinct responsibility to remember the Holocaust. Millions 
of our ci ti ze ns had direct family ti es with its victims , our armies liberated many 
concent ration caml?s and helped reh abi litate thei r inmates, and many thousands 
\of survivors have since made the ir homes in this country. On the negative side, 
although the United States assumed a leadership role in rehabilitation after the 
war, our failure to provide adequate refuge or rescue until 1944 proved disastrous 
to millions of Jews. 

In a 1944 memo prese nted to the President , senior officers of the Department 
of the Treasury accused State Department officials of neglect and acquiescence: 

6 

[State Department officials[ have not on ly failed to use the Government 
machinery at their di sposal to rescue Jews from I litler, but liave even gone 
so far as to use this Governmental machin ery to prevent the rescue of these 
Jews . 

They have not only failed to cooperate with private organizations in the 
efforts of these organizations to work out individual programs of th eir own, 
but have taken steps designed to prevent these programs from being rut 
into effect. " 

They not only have failed to facilitate the obtaining of information con­
cerning Hitler's plan to exterminate the Jews of Eurnpe but in their official 
capacity have gone so far as to surreptitiously allempt to stop the obtaining 
of information concerning the murder of the Jewish population of Europe. 

They have tried 10 cover up their gui lt by: 
(a) concealment and misrepresentation; 
(b) the giv ing of false and misleading cxplanati,lns For thei r failures 10 

act and their a11 cmp1s to prevent action; and 

--

(c) the issuance of false and misleading stateme nts ,11ncenu11g 1he "uc­
tiun" which 1hey have tukcn to dat e .• 

The preceding memo was wri tten at the hei glH of the 11·:11, when th e i11du,11 ,e, 
of death were working 24 hours a day to eliminate European kwry. )'cl 1hcre 
was still time to ,ave I lu,ngar ian Jews. The document 111.11, cd :, 111rn1ni;• pt>i11 1 
in American pol icies toward the I lolocaust for it moved the Prc,idcnl 10 appoi111 
the War Refugee Board . Prior to entering the war . the Uni1<:J St.11es h,,d reacted 
to Nazi atrocities with guarded ou 1ragc and quiet di r l,,macy . f\l.,11 y i,11la1ionis1, 
had cons idered the Nazi 1rea1men1 of Jew~ a German d,1mcs1ie mailer. When 
emigration was still part of the Nazi approach In 1he .kwi,h q11 e,1i1Hl, American 
officia ls erected paper wa lls hy rigidly enforcing holh quo1a 1e~ula1i1H1, :111d 
obscure requirements of the immigration laws"' a, to minim i,c 1l1e 1111,u her of 
persons adm i11 ed to our shores. Jewish children were s111111na ril y denied :11.Jn11 , ­
sion or any form of preferential treat ment. American rnn,ular officer, dc111anded 
that immigra tion applican ts produce certifica tes of good dtar:ic ter from their 
government at the very time that the Nazis considered Jewi,lrne,s i1 sc lf criminal. 
The Am erica n principle of separation of ch urch and , late , which hlinds our laws 
10 the reli gious affiliation of individuals, Fo und ironic misa \lpli ca tio n. ln,t cad 
of being recognized as refugees , Ge rman Jews were consi< ercd citizens of a 
hostile na1ion and were thus excluded . 

Government conferences on world conditions issued puhlic u11eranccs of dis• 
pleasure toward the Nazis, but such pronouncements only diffu ,cd puhl 1c pres­
sure , givin~ the appearance of ac tion rather th an substan ti vel y alt ering the 
si tuation. 1 he international conference held in 19.18 at l::v ian demonstra1ed the 
unwillingness of the nations invo lved to rece ive Jews . The Unit ed States refused 
to relax ns immigration laws or to borrow on fu111re quo1 a,; ljreal 1Jri1a in f:iikd 
to open the doors of Pales1ine 10 imrnigran1 s; Canada, Argc n1in,1 , Fr;uwe . ,\us­
tralia, New Zealand, and Panama were also among 32 n,11ions unwilli ng' t,l come 
to the rescue of the victimized Europeans . Ships or rclugees ,cc,ing haven were 
turned away from port after port while the Nazis viewed the world's re,pome 
as taci t compliance if not silent assen t to their policies. , 

Failures of communi cation included the Stale Dcparlmen t's closi ng nl ,ccu reJ 
emba,sy lines to private organizations, thus blocking 1hc transmis, ion nf vital 
information confirming the existence of ex1ermina1 ion camps and 1hc pl .111s to 
exterminate all the Jews. The State and War Departments di splayed nlJ rcc­
t'lgnition of the fact th at the Holocaust was clis1inc1 fr<H11 1he 1,tc 11c1:tl (ierma n 
war effort . Eyewitness accoun ts, re\Jorts from in fo rmed sources, anJ oft-re­
peated Nazi pledges to extermin ate t 1e Jews were ll lJ I in1egra1ed, analyzed and 
intern alized to form a basis of action . . 

During the work of this Commission, the controversy as to why Auschwit z 
was not bomhcd hy the Allies was ra ised once again . Con, ideri ng ihc d11c u111 cn1, 
that have been made ava ilable rccc11 1l y, a more th lJrnugh analysis 11 f ,\mc ri<: ;111 
policy can now be undertaken . Ir we arc to he resp,rnsive 10 cnsc, in the lulnre , 
an examination of the errors, the value judgments and rca,oning prncesses that 
led to decisions may be use ful. 

America did play a major role in bringing Nazi crimin als lo ju,tice. I krbcrt 
Pell , the United States represen tative to the War Crimes Cn n1111i ,s ilJn, was the 

• Janu,1ry 13, 194.t, "Report 10 lhc Sl'CfL' lary 011 lhl! Acqui c~L'L'IICC of Thi~ ( i,1\i..•rnm 1.·n1 tn 1hc Mui dcr 
of the Jcw!'I ,·· l/1•11,y Mor,-:,•111// ,m Oiuri1•\ , Jh,111,. (, 1J,\ , pp. 21~- 2~1J, l1 1ra1cd 111 1h1.: 1~r.1nl-.l1n lkl,1 1111 
Roosc vd1 Librnry . This report was la1er cdi1ed a1HI 11.; 111 1'.·d hy '.°'>l·crc1:iq ~l, 1, l,!\' lll h,111. " l'c1!rlun.il 
Report to the PrcsiLil.!nt ," Jfr,iry Mor~,·ntlwu VianrJ, Book fiY-4 , pp l tJ,\- ~112 . 
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driving force behind lhe Amerlcu n 11sse n1 to charge wur criminals with crimes 
against humanity . The Nuremhcr\\ trials represent II new intcrn11 tion11I 1110ml 
stand:ml for they rencct the conviction that each individual is responsible for 
his actions even in times of war . 

Americans rccoi;n izcd early the need to confront and remember the I lolo­
caust. General Dwight D. Eisenhowe r insisted that the concentration camps be 
fully documented and photographed, and General George S. Patton demanded 
that Germans in surrounding towns he forced to visit the sce nes of the Nazis 
murders . For more than 6 years following the war, American soldiers rnana\\ed 
the displaced persons camps, aiding in the suvivors' recovery. These and similar 
efforts were among the most honorable in our nation 's chronicles . Our armed 
forces witnessed not only the dept hs of despair aml deprav ity but the resurgence 
of the human spirit, the yearning to live in freed om. Ill. PROPOSALS AND PROJECTS: SPECIFIC 

RECOMMENDATION S In reflecting on the Holocaust, we confron t not on ly a co llapse in human 
civiliza tion bu t also the causes, processes, and consequences of that collapse. 
As we analyze the American record, we can study our triumphs as well as our 
failures so as to defeat radical evil and strengthen our democracy. 
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Because of the magni tude of the I lo locaust. it s scope and the cri tical i,sues 
it raises, the Commis,ion recommends e,1ilhli,h111cn1 of a living memoria l that 
will speak no t only of the victims' deaths hut ol their live,, a memorial that can 
transform the living by transmitting the legacy of the I lulncaust. 

The Com mission recommends th at the three co mpone nts of such a living 
memorial be : 

1. A me111uria /!11111se11111 
2. A11 er/11catio1111/ fo1111dutio11 
3. A Commi11ee 011 Cu11scie11ce 

While a monument alone may commemorate the victims. no structure can 
fully revea l the process that culminated in ex termi nation; nor can ii docume nt 
the awesome dimensions of the cri me or analyze its causes and i111plicawon, . 
While no monument in and of it se lf can speak Ill 1he prc,cnt or inf,,rrn the 
future, the Commission docs recommend the erection of a physical siruc1ure as 
a setting for a liv ing memorial. 

1. National Holocaust Memorial/M11se 11111 
The Com111issio11 rc·co111111 ends 1hlll II Na1io11al l/11!,><·1111.11 Mmwrtal!M111<·11111 
be erected i11 Wnshi11i;1011, D. C. The n111.1e11m 11111st be ofsymlw lic 1111CI ,11'/i.Hic 
bea111y, virnally a11d emo1io11ally 111ovi11g i11 acrn"lancc ll'ilh 1/11• sole11111 IW ·· ' 

t11re of 1he Holocaust. 

n,e Com missio11 proposes 1hlll 1h,• m11.H'111 11 /n•,·011u· a 1-i•,/em/ i11s1i1111io 11 , 
perhaps an 11 111011 0111011s b11rea11 of 1/w S111ithrn11ia11 /11stit1Ctio11 ojjerini; ex­
te11sio11 services to the public, to scholars, and tu orh,·r imri1111io11.,·. 

The m 11se11m would prese111 rh e /-/o/oca ,w rhru11i;h 11icf()rial ,11·co 11111.,, fi /111 ,, 
and other virnul exhibits wirhin a fm111<' work rhar is ,wr 1111•rcly 1,•1wrrorial 
b11r 111111 /yric, e11 co11mgi11g re{/ecrion 0111/ q11e.~tio11i11i;. F111'/hemwre, the 11111-
se11111 would provide a fluid 111edi11111 i11 11•hich (() a11pll' hi.,rorirnl e, ·riw ro 
cu111e111porary co111plexi1ies; its JJ"'se111111iom 1w>11/ti 1w 1 /11• .l'llllic h111 ,/r.1·1i;1wd 
to elicit t111 evolving 1111derstw11/i11g. lfrcc11r t,•c/11wlui;ical i1111m·,11it111s i11 ct1111 • 
p11rers a11d i11f or111ntio11 b1111ks 110w make ir p11ssi/1/{, for 11111s<·11111 1·i.1iwrs w 
become acti ve ieamers and inquirers. 
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M11se11111 ex/ribits wo1dd [urns 011 the six 111i/liu11 J e11•.1· ,•xter111i11/lted i11 the 
/-l olocl/11s1 a11d millions of 0/hcr victims. Clw11gi11g displays would allow for 
emphasis on areas of curre11t co11cem. 

Special emplwsis would illso be pl/Iced 011 th e America11 aspect of the J/olo ­
cmist- t/re absence of America11 respo11se (exc/11sio11 of rej11gees, denials of 
the /-lolocaust, etc.), the America11 lil,eratio11 of tir e rn111ps, tir e receptio11 of 
rnrvivors after 19-15, the lives re/milt i11 this co1111 try i111d th eir co111ributio11 
to America11 society and civili zatio11, the tlevclop111e11t of a new se11si1ivity to 
the /-loloca11st, a11tf tire gro1Ying respect for tir e 111u/1i-etlt11ic, 11111l1i-di111e11 -
sional aspects of America11 w lture. Also i11corporated 1vo11ld be tir e li fe and 
wlture of tire victims Ul/d 11 01 j11s1 tir e destmction process. Similarly, tire 
n111se1m1 would depict the extraordit1ilr)' efforts to preserve h11111 /111 dignity 
and life d11ri11s rh e Holocaust, tir e heroic resis11111 ce ejforrs , and tire respo11se 
of renewed lije after rh e Eve111. 

The mmewn would house a library, wr archive of /-loloc/lLISt materials, 
comp/lier linkage to existing ce111ers of rlolocaust documen1111iorr, and a 
refere11ce staff. Such faciliries IYOu ld enl/ble botlt cit e ge11eral public l/lld 
specialized scltolars to rnuly tire record of the l lolocaust. Confere 11 ce rooms, 
a lecrure hilll, and a11diovisual eq11ip111en1 would also he provided. 

While the Comm ission has reached no specific conclusions as to the exact 
programm at ic con ten t of the museum-such conclusions await the crea ti ve 
imagi nation of designers, planners , and architects working in cooperation wi th 
scholars and survivo rs-it has formulated guidelines for the substantive themes 
to be conveyed . 

Life a.1· Well as Demh: The museum is to treat the existence and cu lture of 
the Jews of Europe befo re and <luring the war, their religious practi ces, th eir 
socia l and political convictions, and their economic charac ter as well as the 
cu ltures of other peoples ex term inated by the Nazis in orde r to recreate a vision 
of the wor ld that was lost. 

The Universal and tire Particular: The Jews were Hitler's primary victims 
against whom the tota l fury of the Holocaust was unleashed : to dilute or <lcny 
this reality would be to falsify it in the name of misguided universalism . Since 
Jews · were not the only people to suffer and since others perished fo r their 
convictions or affi liations , for their nationa lity or race in the machinery of <leath 
ini ti ally designed for the destruction of Jews, the Commission recommends that 
the museum incorporate displays on the Poles , the Gyrs ies, and other exte r­
minated groups . Similarly, the museum should speak o the hero ic individuals 
and groups of many na tions who risked their freedom an<l their li ves to save 
Jews from arrest and extermination-e.g. , the Danish people whose noble efforts 
resulted in the rescue of 92 percent of the Jewish population of Denmark , an<l 
of Raoul Wallcnberg, the Swedish diplomat assigned to Hunga ry who saved 
30,000 Hungarian Jews . The breakdown of human solidarity must also be pre­
se nted, the betrayals, the failun: of some undcrgrounLI movemen ts to provide 
arms for resistance, the col labora tion of some local populations with the Ger­
mans to isolate and execu te Jews, an<l the coope ration of leadership . 

The universal implications of the Holocaust challenge Western civi lization 
and mode rn, scientrfic cu lture. What threatened one people in the past cou ld 
recur to threaten ano ther people or , indeed, all humanity . 

Tire l\111erica11 Efperic11ce: Since the museum is to be a national insti tution, 
it shou ld deal with the American role during World War II. This includes 
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American accompli,hrn.:nts , such as the War Refugee lloan.J which saved th,,u­
sands, the military successes that led to lih.: ration of the com:e nlr ati,,n ca mp,, 
the rccef>t ion of suvivors, nnd the suppml for II Jewish homel:ind; hut it 11111 , 1 
ulso con rn nt our 11 11 tion's failu rcs . The 111u,cu111 should de,11 , f<>1 c~.1111plc, 11i th 
the inubility of people 1,1 be lieve that the l lolocau,1 wa, h,q,pc nini- or tu 1ran,l.11c 
information into effectjye action. 

A11 U11ders ta11di11g of tire Holocaust: The museum should trace the roles of 
the bystunders as well as the perpetrators and victim s, delving into such issues 
as the collapse of the Weimar Repuhlic , the ri,e of NaLi, 111, the reason, for the 
choice of the Jew as principal victim . It should clucida t.: the rnechani,rm of 
social con tro l an<l psychological manipulation pafcctcu by the Nnis. 

Location: The Commission resolved that the memoria l should he built in 
Washi ngton, D.C., the capital of the country and the scat of guvan ment , for 
the materia ls to be presented by ii affec t all Americans, rai sing fund amental 
questions abou t ' government, the abuses of unbridl ed power , 1he fragility of 
social instilll ti ons, the need for national un ity, and the functioning of govern­
ment. Uy reminding us of the potential fo r violence in hum an society, thc 
muse um ca n contribute to a strengthening of the ucnrncra tic prnccsse~ . 

Model: When the Commission inqui red as to an appropriate loca tion for the 
memorial within the framework of current governmental acti vities, an inde­
pendent institution and/or autonomous bureau of the Smith,onian l11 , 1i1u 1ion 
were prese nted as poss ible models. In addi1ion hl offering d,~pla ys, the rnerno­
rial/museurn could parallel other scrvic<:s offered by the Smi thsonia n and oth er 
Federally sponsored institutions. Fo r example, Il ic plan 10 ,pon,or curricula 
development and other educationa l prograrns (sec page 12) mi~ht he analogous 
to tho,c of the All iance for Ed uca t1un in the Arts, a \irogram or the John F. 
Kennedy Ce nter fo r the Performi ng Art s wh ich offers sc iuol sys1ems throughout 
the nation a wide var iety of ou treach programs. The archiva l rcs,,urcc, proposed 
fo r the memorial/museum could , like the Ke nnedy Center li br,irv, be l111kcd to 
the Library of Congress an<l thus he enabled to provide rcsearc:h facilitic~ an<l 
informat ional retrieval systems se rvi ci ng both the c,1sual , tudcn t and th e ,c ri,nrs 
scholar. Like the Woodrow Wilson Interna tional Ce nte r for Scht1lars , anoth er 
bureau of the Smithsonia n, the memorial might also become a ,·en ter of learning 
hos ting confe rences and stimulating I lolrn:au,1 -rclated rc,emch. In the 111 an ncr 
of the National Gallery of An, it cnuld also assi,1 local 111u, eun 1s anJ re,ource 
ct!nte rs throughout the country in planning and d.:vel,ipi ng I lnhicaust prese n­
tations. The relationship between institutions and the rnc111 oria l/rnu ,c u111 would 
be one of coopera tion and mutual nourish ment, with the na1ional ccmcr playing 
a central coopera tive role. . 

An association with the Smithsonia n Instit ution ei ther as an au1ono111ous 
burea u or in a coopera ti ve working relationship is des irable by virtue of a shared 
concern . Dedica ted 10 1hc uiffusion of knowlcd!!c amon!\ men . its various di ­
vi sions ce lebra te the triumpha nt ac hieve 111 cn1s ol human history and creativi 1y: 
the evolution of the human , pccies (The Na tional Muse um of Natural l li, tory), 
the increasing human comrol of cnv1ron111e 111 (The Na tional l\tuscurn of I list<1ry 
and Tech nology), the aesthe ti c genius of the hu111an imagination (The Na1i,1nal 
Collec tion of Fine Arts and the Hirshhorn Muse um and Srnlp1urc Garden). and 
the extension of the boundaries or human civ il ization to the skies and outer 
space (The National Air and Space Museum). 

If the prese nt branches of the Smithsonian represent the nce,1111pli, hrncn1, of 
civili1ation, the I lolocau,1 illuminates an alternate d1111,·nsi t1n "' hu,11an e~pc ­
riencc , as well :1s the powe r of lifo to rcsi,1 and rcnc ll' it,elf. The I lolocaust 
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rai ses basic ques1iu 11 s ahnu1 hum an nalure and i1s Ci1 pac i1y for evil. The fac1 that 
1h is process of dcs1ruc1ion was cnmmi11 ed hy one of 1he mosl cullured and 
techno~irn lly ad va nced societie s 11dds a so111her dimension tn the progress of 
l111 111 a11 11 y cclchrn 1cd hy the S111i 1hs1111 i11 11 . The rn 111 1c,ti,1 11 or the 111 cm11 ria l/ 11111-
,e um wi th 1he various pan s of lhe S111i1hso11ia11 won ld 11 ll ow the prc,e111111i 11 11 
of ii more co111ple1e piclUre of civ ili za1i nn. a grealer vision of ils promises and 
dangers. 

2. Educational Foundation 
7he Co111111issiu11 recu111111 ,·11tls tlwt there /,c i11 chu/('(/ /1.1· 1wrt of /I I lolorn11.rt 
111 e111 oria/ <111 Ed11ca1io11al Fo111ul111io11 dedicated to the p11r.111i1 of ed11ca1io11/ll 
work through gr11111s, c·x tc-mio11 sen•ices, joint 1,mjl'cts, rc!.l'rC1rch """ explo­
ra 1io11 of isrnes mis('(/ by the I luloc1111st for all C1rl'II .I' of h11111C111 k11u1viedge 
and public policy. 

The Fo u11datio11 should stimulate 1111d rnp1w rt .rn ch work i11 1111 sectio11.r of 
the co1111try within existillJJ progmms, both 11c/lde111ic all/I ed11rntio1111l , 11.1· wc-11 
as within the 11e/ll'ork of i11sti1u1io11s that dea l with the 1/o/ornu.\'I. Th e Ed-
11c111io11 al Fo1111da1io11 should also a.1·.1·i, 1 with the de,·elo1m1e111 of approp riate 
currirn la a11d resource 111a1eriu l while wurki11 i.: coopernti,•ely wit!, those school 
systems which wish 10 i111p/c•111c111 the study of the I ioiorn ,w. Th e Wllshi11gw11 
center would fu11 ctio1111/.\'0 as II cll'11ri11 glw 11.H' fo r the ,·xc/11111g c of i11for111111io11 . 

To implement the co11victio11 of the Co111111 issio11 that the s111tly of the l/ol­
oc1111s1 become part of the curricul11111 i11 C'vcry school ,-ystem in the co11111ry, 
the Fo1111dlltio11 should include various s11p11or1 S\ '.l' / 1°111.I', f i11a11 cial aid, cv11/-
11a1io11 of 1/olornust co 11rses1,1rcsl'lltly ofierl'ci i11 p11hli, a111/ private schools, 
consortia, co11ferc11ces , te/l c 1er-trai11 i11g workshops, a11d swnmer i11s1itutes 
for educators 1111d schol11rs. 

Ill the area of higher ech1 ca1io11 , the Fou11d111io11 should 111 ake av/Ii/able to 
scholars a11d grad11111e s111de 111s fe llowships for research and travel as well as 
111111chi11g grants f or i11 .Hit11tiom or [am ity who ,vork 11•i1h swdc111.1·. Other 
activities to be coordinatetl h>' th e l:d11 c11 1io11 11 l Fo1111ll<ttio11 wo,tid in volve 
project fu nding, 1ra11s/111i ons 11110 English of i111purta111 works i11 11wny la11-
g11ai;es a11 d a visiting facu lty progra111 . 

The Co111111issio11 reco111111 e11 d.1· that " p11/;lishi11g 11rog1w11 he Jlllrl of the 
Ed11cu1io11 al Fo1111da1ion, with priority gi,•e 11 to 01<1-of-print classics, new 
works of specill l merit, s11 rvivors' acco11111s, and docw11entary or photo­
graph ic puhlica1io11 . Emphasis should also be pl11ccd 011 scholarly .m,dies 
,vhich 11 re essential to a11 1111 ders11111di11g of the floloca11.\'I lll< t which C1 re 11 01 
co111111erciaily viable. 

Finlllly , in recog11 i1io11 of the po we1f 11/ educatiu11al role of the media, the 
Fo1111da1io11 should offer de velop111e111 grants /llld prizes for work i11 th e arts , 
li1era111re, and the media . 

Because of the Commission 's convic1ion that the leaching of the Holocilust 
is a criti ca l dimension of the living memorial , lit e Educational Foundation is 
proposed to complemcnl 1he muse um by helping and enco uraging the inlro­
duction of 1he sludy of the Ho loca ust in jun ior and senior high schools and 
unive rsities, as we ll as by stimu la ting 1hc dcvelopmc n1 of resources for such 
1eaching and study. Funher, the Educa tional Foundation would encourage re ­
search on the Holoca ust and promo1e 1he in1eract io n of scholars and educators . 
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The Educa1ional Founda1ion would confine iisclf to de ve lopme nt al ilnd sup­
porli vc funclions. S1anda rd his1ory and other tcx11lo11ks r:111 l>e c1h·nuragcd 111 
dc 11 I wi1h the I lnl11-11 11 st 11 s 11 suh,li!nli vc p11 11 of !heir 11 e11 1111 ,· 111 111 Wu , Id \\' 11 1 
II. 

Teache r-lraining is .~nolher maj·or area fo r the l:duca ti11 11a l Fo1111 da1i, 1n, a 
need i111ensified hy lhc g. rowlh int 1c number of ,ll ll q:cs 11 11d scrn 11dar)' ,d111nh 
leaching the I lol ocausl. Within the past 5 yea rs, cou r, ,· 11ffc nn gs haw i11crcased 
fifl y-fold, and ii is cs1ima1cd thal by 1985 ove r a ih llusand school ,ys lcms wil l 
offer specific courses. Wh ile 1he suh jecl of lhe Holocausl is now handled on the 
college level wilh in a va rie1 y of der. ar1 111 cn1s-lit..,rature, his101y , philosophy , 
religion, psychology, a11d sociology-1hcre is only one grad uate progra m 111 
Holocaus t studies anywhere in the Unit ed Slates: Te mple Univcr,i1y, whid1 
offe rs a Ph .D. in re li gion wilh a speciall y in lhe lln locaust. Ma ny u11iw r, 11 y 
and hi gh school teache rs assigned to leach the I lo locaust courses wou ld profil 
from more adequate prepara1ion. 

The availa bility of 1eachin$ resources dur ing 1hi s ,ensi1i vc stage in 1hc de­
velopment of Holoca ust slud,es could have a beneficia l cffc cl on lhc projects 
unden akcn and help se t s1anda rds in 1he field . New ma1cr ials could he widely 
dissemi na1ed. 

While 1he growin~ interest in the l loloca usl has evoked 1he puhli ra 1io11 of 
scores of new bo,1ks ,n reccnl years, resea rch funds arc slil l very ,c; ,rcc . Through 
il s fin ilnc ial support , 1hc Founda1ion could sli mul atc resea rch a11 d puhlic;11 io 11s 
in 1hc fi eld . Throu~h i1 s archive and hbrary faci li1 ies, equipped wi1h i11l orma1in 11 
re trieva l systems, 11 could faci li1a te access 10 scho larl y mate ria l fro m ccnl ers 
th ro ugho ut the world . 

The Commission recommends thal lhc Found ation also be chargcJ with fund ­
ing ora l hi story projects of survivo rs living in Amer ica as we ll as of America n 
soldiers who helped libc ra1c conccn1ra1ion camps. This unic\ucly American as ­
pect of 1he Holoca us1 will be losl wi1 h 1hc passage of 111 11 c an t the dea th onhme 
witnesses if such pro jec ls are nol ini1ia1ed soon. Wh ile so me altempls have been 
madc ,--e.g., the oral hi s1ory projec ts of the Center for l·loloca us1 S1udics, 
Emory Universi1y and 1he Ame rican Jewish Commi 11 cc- 1ht:,c undc r1 ak i11 g, 
have hecn handicapped by limi1ed resources and 1he ;1b:,encc of a coo rdinil ling 

_repos itory fo r materials. 

The Found a1ion could also sponsor or co-s/ionso r soc ial sci,1ll'e rc,e arch 011 
the effec ts of lra um n on surv ivors and their c 1ildre n. II might also rn mmis, ion 
musical or ar1i s1ic acti vi1 ies relating to 1he Holoca ust and offe r crca1ive in pu t 
10 improve the qu ali ly of media prcscn1 a1ions 011 the 1-l olncaus t. 

3. Commillee on Conscience 
Th e Co111111 issio11 reco11111 11'1 1ds that a Co111111i11ec· 0 11 Co11.1Tii0111·,· co111po.1ed 
of di.wi11guishcd 1110ml lcaderJ in Amcrirn hi' appoi11tl'd. r/11.1 Co1111 11 i1u·c· 
,w,,1 ltl recei11e reports ofge11 ocide (act11al or pote111ial/ w1y u·l1< 0 r<· 111 th,• 1.-or/d. 
/, 1 the e1·e111 of a11y u1t1hreak, it 1w111 ld have 11< H'S.1 to till' l'r<'.11(11'111, th e 
Co11grrss, and the 11uhlic in order to alert the 1wtio11 al ,·011scil'11 ce, i11fl11c11n· 
policy 11111kers, a11 d stimulate 1vorh/11•i<le action to lni11g such //cts tu a halt. 

Of all lhe issues addressed hy lhe Commission, none was a, pe rplexing or as 
urge nt as 1he need 10 insure 1ha1 such a totall y in hu man assa ult as 1he I l11lo ­
caus1-or any parlial ve rsion 1hcreof- never recur, . The Co n,m i,s ion was bur-
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dcned by the knowledge that 35 ycurs of post- 1 lolocaust history testify to how 
little has been learned. Only a conscious, concerted allcmpt to learn from past 
errors ca n prevent recu rrence to any racial , religious . ethnic. or national group. 
/\ memorial unresponsive to the future would also violate the memory of the 
past. 

In the years fol lowing the Holocaus t, Americans repeated ly explained: "We 
ditln ' t know. We didn ' t understand the magnitude of the problem. If on ly we 
had known, something would have been done ." Trusting 111 the moral respon­
sive ness of the American people and othe r peoples th ro ughout the world, the 
Commission feels that the task now is to combat si lence and ignorance; if evil 
cannot be totally eliminated, it may at least be alleviated. 

The Comm ission recognizes that ge nocide has both a legal and pol itica l def­
inition . It knows well the potential for the politicization .of a Commi11ee on 
Conscience, bu t the ri sks are worth taking if such a hody ca n provide maximal 
exposure fo r dangerous developments. raising. in one scholar 's words. an "i n­
stitutional scream" to alert the consc ience of the world and spark pu blic outcry. 
Open hearings cou ld be ins tituted in the event of major offenses against peoples, 
so that ea rl y reports of at rocities would not be suppressed , <1s they were between 
194 1 and 1943 . 

The Commi11ee on Conscience would not duplicate the roles of exist ing human 
rights agencies, whether national or inte rnational. but wou ld co ncentrate upon 
ge nocidal situations, transm itting information and advoca ting strong action on 
the part of the United States, other cou111rics . or the United Nations . 

To explore the potential for preve ntive action. as an exa mple, the Chairman 
of the President's Commission on the I lolocaust trave led to Argentina this 
summer tu witness fir st-hand the massive human rights violations that have been 
reported . Beca use of regrctable State Deparlment unresponsiveness. 1he scope 
of the Chairman's contacts were limited. Valuable information, however , was 
obtained . 

The Boat People further illustra te the unique role that the Committee on 
Conscience can rlay . Speaking for the · Commission, the Chai rman appea led 
directl y to the President of the United States to int ervene on their behalf. He 
was also named to the delegation at the international conference at Geneva , in 
which role he was able to holp bring abou t international relief activities. This 
is not to presume that the Commiss ion is or would be the lone voice to redress 
an outrage; the media , by the persistence of its reporting, has continually focused 
attention on the /light of the Boat People. Yet the voices which spoke out of 
the experience o the Holocaust resonated with special au thenticity . By being 
reminded of Evian (a conference of 32 nations held in 1938 that failed to rescue 
the Jews when Hitler nung that challenge in the world's face), the recent Geneva 
Conference on the Boat People was sensitized to the price of inaction . Because 
of the Administration's awareness of the failures of the past, the Vice President's 
somber address invoking the spectre of Evian commanded great urgency . He 
said: 
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Our chi ldren will dea l harshly wi th us if we fai l. The conference at Evia n 
4 I years ago took place amidst the same comfort and beauty we enjoy al 
ou r own de liberations today . One obse rver at those pmcecdings-nwved 
by the contrast between the se tting and the task-said this: 

''These poor people aml these grcal principles seem so far ·away . To 
one who has altcndetl other conferences on Lake Geneva. the most 

stri ki ng thing on the eve of th is one is that the atm,>,phc re i, ,n 111ud1 
lik e the others." 

Let us not be lik e the others. I.ct us renounce that k)!acy nf shame . I.ct 
us reach beyond met aphor . Let us honor the 111,, ral pr1 11e1pk, we inherit. 
Let us do something meaningful-something profnund- 10 , tem thi, mi,­
ery. We face a world problem. Let us fashion a worl d solution. 

Histo ry will not forgive us if we fail. History wil l not forget us if we succeed. 

4. Days of Remembrance 
Th e Commission reco1111111•11ds that the Days of llcm 1•11i/1r1111 n· of Victims of 
the Holocaust be proclaimed in perpetuity to /, e h,·IJ w111 1"tlly, co111111,·11ci11g 
011 the Sunday of (or preceding) the i111ema1io11ally recogniz ed 1/olonrnsr 
Commemoration Day. 

The Commission further recommends that 1h1· J-lolorn11s1 Mem orial hr 
charged in its charter ll'ith the co111i1111i11g r1'.1po11sihili1y to <h·vc-lop m,·w1s of 
com111c111ora1i11g the Days of R1'1111·mhra11ce. This 1111111dare is i111t•gral tu the 
work of the proposed l-/oloca11sr Memorial. 

The Pres ident charged the Commission to implement 1hc Co 11 tt1ess io11al res­
ol ution cu lling for the obse rvance of April ~8 and 2'J. 11179 . a, " Da y, of Re­
membrance." The authors wanted the obse rva nce " to occur nn day, when 
Americans worship in the churches and synagnµ ucs nf the nation , 1,1 rnincide 
with the internationall y recogniLcd I lolnca u,t Co n1111 cmora tion Day. anJ to 
mark the an ni versary of a significant American invol ve ment in the I l11locau,1, 
namely, the liberation of Dachau by America n troops." Mindtut of the kgi,la 11 w 
intent an d 1he task of commemorating event, so shaltcrin[( a, to dcfyck,n1ption . 
the Commission extended the commemoration 10 a wed -long period "' a, 1n 
include the internationall y recognized Holoca ust Co m111 enHHation Day . 

1 

The programs initiated by the Com mission were huil1 on the foundation of 
two decades of commemoration ac tiviti es , int,·nsificd this year hy µovc 1 nm,·n tal 
involveme nt. Given 1hc limit ed rc ,ourccs ,if the Con11nis\lu 11 . 1he 11111nhcr of 
activi ties were restricted to those capable nf pruvidin )! model, f,11 futu1c yea r, . 
.Worki ng on its own and in coope ration with ,evcr,d s1a1 e,, rn111n111ni1ies. and 
nation ,,! organ izations . the Commission orgiln iLed the follow111g ae11vi1ic, : 

I. Nil tional Civic I lolocaust l'o111111c111oratio11 Scrvid: 111 the t'apllol l{otuntlil . 
Presi dent Carter kd the leaders of the nat ion a11tl i11vitcd )!UC,ts in ii 

111cmorial service that included music frnm the I lolocau,t ,un~ hv the 
Atl anta Boy Choir . a l'residentiill addres,. remark s hy the Vice l'rcsi~lent, 
iln iiddress hy the Chairman of the Co111mis,in11. a candle-lighting cere­
mony, and arprnpria tc prayers . 

2. In the State of Minnesota. a model for stale ,1h,ervances . with the help 
of the local com111u 11it y and the ,tate lc,1tlers. p1 nf! ra1m incl uded: 
a . An exhibit of I lolOl'il ll SI an in the lntercli urch Cc 111er ol IV!in11csota . 
b. /\ co nference and teacher work, hop . f,·a turing l'mks,o r ll:1ul I lil hcrg 

as the kcynntc speake r anti scholar in r,·s ideni:c·. 011 "The l111plic,1tin11s 
of the I lnlnca u,t for Western So,·icty ." 

c. I\ sta te civic ,·cremony ,imi lar to the 11a1i,111 ;d i:n c1111111 v. hel d in the 
, talc capitol wi th an address by the (,11vern11r and ii Cum111 is\l t>11cr . 
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d. An ecumenical Chrisllan service of commemoration with the partici­
pation of all major Chris tian churches. 

e , /\ Jewish ,crvkc of rnn1111c111orali<>11 wilh the pmlicipalion of nll the 
local synagogues of Minneapoli s- SI. Paul. 

f. A series of docu111cn1arics and Holocaust films shown statewide on 
public and network television. 

3 .. Other Activities: Similar srn tcwidc activities were held in Connect icut and 
Ne w Jersey with a member of the Commission or its Advisory Board 
participating in the services at the state ca pitols . 

The Commission al so participated in the largest I lolncaust commemoration 
service in North America held annually in New York City , organized by the 
Warsaw Ghet to Resistance Organiza tion and sponsored by other survivors' 
organizations. Over 25,000 people a!lended. 

· The Commission also joined in a Holocaust commemoration service al the 
National Cathedral in Washington, D,C., at which Se nator John Danforth, an 
orda ined Episcopal minister, was the gues t preacher . A special liturgy and li1any 
were composed for the occasion which was shared with all Episcopa l ministers 
throughoul the Uni1ed States . 

As a model for future observances, the Commission has worked with !he City 
of Sommervil le, Massachusclls , on a series of commemorative and educationa l 
assemblies in its high schools, featurin g films and 1alks by survivors. The Com­
mission also ass is1cd the Nationa l Educa tional Television network with the 
selection of apprnpriate docurne nl ary films related to !he Holocaust for broad­
cas t throughout the comme111ora1ive week . 

The Commis~ion's views regarding !he Days of Remembrance directly reflect 
1his year's expe ri ence, Foremosl among it s proposals is 1hat these days become 
a part of the national calendar. The i111crna1ional l-l olocaus1 commemoration 
day falls on 1he 27 th of Nisan by 1hc lunar calendar, a dale that ncver _conflicts 
with either Easter or Passover; 1he week of Remembrance should begin on 1he 
preceding Sabba1h. 

5. Additional Recommendations 
The foll owing recommendalions for governmenta l action are offered by !he 

Commission as appropriate forms of remembering !he victims of the Holocaus1: 

a, Ratiji"cario11 of the Genocide , Co 11 ve111io11: 
The Cv111111ission joins with t/1£• l'residl'nt of the United Stat,•s in 11rging 
th e Senate to rat1jy the Gmocitl,· Convention. 

The Genocide Convention itself was the outt;rowth of the worldwide moral 
revulsion upon the revelation of the full enormity of the Holocaust. The Com­
mission believes that the knowledge that per\)ctrators will be held responsible 
for the crime of genocide ca n play some ro e in preventing such acts in the 
future , Moreover , the punishmcnl of criminals involved in !he genocidal activ­
ities of World War II was criticized on the grounds that genocide was not 
recognized as a crime by international law prior to 1939, 

b. Prosccwion of Nazi War Cri111i11als in A111erica: 
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The Commission reco111nll'll(/s din•ct 1;01•,•r,1111 1·n111/ int,·n ·,·11tion to : 
I) A.u11n• hi1;h priority to the in1 ·,•.l'liJ;t1tion ""''· if 11 •t1rr,11111•d, 11ms1·• 

rn1io11 of N11zi 11'/lr cri111in11/.1· i11 A1n Nirn . 
2) /11rnn· 1ufr11111111• f11 11d.1· 1111,I .1111Jji11i: ji,r r/11· U}Jin· 11f S1wd11/ /111 ·1'.I' • 

tig1.11or charged with the pr0Jec111ion of 11crn.1t·tl Nt1: i 11 ·11r cri111i1111l.1· 
in our midst., 

3) AJsig11 expl'rie11ced trial lawyers to the pro.\'l'l'lltio11 .1'111/f. 
4) Insist th111 i:ovcr1111 1e11111i:1•11cies render il ffl' .l'.l'il,/1' 111/ n·l,· ,•w11 ri'rorc/.1· 

u11d 1csti111ony. 
5) Exert diplomatic infl11mce to 11srnre thr coopN11tio11 of other 1;01•· 

en11ne111s in ob1ai11i11g materials perwining to 011go i11~ U1\ 1£'S ti~ations 
and /rials of alleged Nazi war cri111i1111ls . 

Since the end of World War II. more than 2110 ind ivid uals accused of direc1 
complicity in genocide and other Nazi crimes have lived in !he United S1a1es, 
free from prosecution or deportation in cases where 1hcir American ci1izcn, h;p 
was ob1ained by fraud nr denial of !heir past reco rd . The allegalion 1ha1 some 
of these crimi nals found refuge and cmrloymenl under 1hc ausri ccs of variou, 
U.S. agencies lends dramati c emphasis to !he moral ncre,si 1y for finally resolving 
!his issue. 

The Co mmission has viewed wilh gra1i1ude rece nt slcps 1aken by 1hc Congress 
and the Executive llranch to rec lify 1hcse si1u :11io11s. II wishes to underscore 
the his torical imponance of this quest for jus1ice . 

c. Jewish Cemeteries Abroad: 
The Co111111issio11 rcco1111111·11d.1· that i11 rerng 11i1io11 of the .rn 11 cri1y of th,· 
physical remains of the Jr wish c11111111111,iries of J-:11.11a11 r""'I"' a11d 1/11• 
right of the dead to a fi11al resting place, the Srmc Orp11r111 11· 111 slumlr/ 
co11 ti11ue to express its co11 cem over the destrnction of ce111,·1aie.,·, 11rgi11fi 
that they be maintained in a rnitably rcspecu,l,lc 11w11ner. 

' One of the few remn,1111s of Jewish life in Ea,tern Eur"rc arc !he cc 111e1 cr ics. 
. In rece nt years, the ceme1cries have been des1roycd by new building projcc1s, 
housing deve lopments , and road cnnstrur tion. The Commis, iun s1ro n!( ly Hr )!e> 

thal pressure be brought 10 prevcnt vandaliza1ion, 10 repair marke rs or 10 ,upply 
~marke rs where they arc missi ng, and 10 main1 ai n ground, . 

F. Funding 
Th e Commission co11c/11des 1!,111 the propo.ll'd J>/,vsical 1111•1n1irit1 /lm11.\'l'11111 w· 
the f/o/oc1111st with its ed11cr11io11al Jo1111da1io11 i.,: 11cl,in·11l>ll'. 

Th i' Co111111ission reco1111ne11ds that j,,,,11,cial .1·11111,ort hi' pm, •icl, ·t! th ro111; h 11 
p11blic-priv111e pan11a.1·hip i11vulvi11 i: i;o1•1·1w11 1· 111 particiJ>a tw11 111111 pri1 ·,1tl' 
Jimd-mising, e111ploying 1/,e 111odel of 1/,e Kennedy Cmtcrfor thc J',•,jimning 
Arts and other major 111e111 orit1ls. The Federal Go1·1•1wncnt 11·,wlcl 11ro1·11le 
seed mo11ey (11p to $1 million) fo r the broad dl'sig11 of fac ilitil's a11d 1>rogri1111 
pl11.1· 11 challenge grant to l>1· matched in th <' private scnur o ,·er a 3-y,•ar period. 

Th e Commission respect/idly req11ests the direct moral .rnpport, mdor.1·e111 e111, 
and invo/i1e111ent of the Whitc /-louse in this cjji,rt. 

Thc .w11ra .1· of f 11 111/s for 1•.\'l/d>lishi11g 1111,I 111ai11ta i11 ing thl' J/ 11 /orn 11.11 1111·111 • 
orial anti it.I' pmgrn1111· rnn i11c/1ull' lari:e i11tli ,·id11 ,,I n,111ri/11,rorI, {0 11 11clt1twm, 
a.uucial ions, i11sti111rion.\·, corporlllions, cil'ic Ol)~t111i: "1io11.\, c/111rc/1c.\ , anti 
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synai;og11es <1s well 11.r vo/1111({1ry con1rib111io11s from Americans in all w11 /ks 
of life thro11ghu111 the co11111ry . 

In accordance wi th the President's guidelines and in the light of the universal 
significance of the Holocaust. the Commission holds tha t funding for the mem­
orial should be realized principally through public subscription . Despite the size 
of 1he project, the Com111is,1on believes that it ca n receive extensive public 
support. 

While financial support may be lar$ely non-gove rnmental , issues raised by 
the Holocaust are so fund ame ntally ti ed to public policy th at funding of the 
memorial must involve a national effort . The Commiss ion deems Federa l par­
ticipation crucial 10 the mobili za tion and channeling of public concern. 

A land $ra nt and ~ove rnmcntal sta tus would symbolize Federal commicment 
while leavmg cite maJor responsih ilicy for fundin g and ini1ia1ivc ID the American 
people through the private sector, as was the case in the Woodrow Wilson 
Interna ti onal Ce nter for Scholars or che Na tional Gallery of Arc . The dialectic 
of a governmen1 -priva1e parcnership , a national center with grass;roots pro­
gramming, and an academic endeavor with ethical exploration would in itse lf 
be an excraordinary cultural and political modd . 

Funds will be needed fo r the museum/memorial. for endowing or capitalizing 
both continuing programs and one-time building costs. and for the acquisition 
and compu cerization of scholarly arch ives. Cose esti mate, will depend on many 
fac tors 10 be considered hy the successor body to 1he Commiss ion. It is intended 
that these fu nds wi ll be raised primarily by private rnn cn butions supplcmenced 

\ by a land grant and challenge grants from the Federal Governme111. 
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APPENDIX A 
EXECUTIVE ORDER 

ORDER No. 12093 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

PRESIDENT'S COMMISSION ON TH E HOLOCAUST 

By virtue of 1he au1hori1y ves1ed in me as Preside111 by lhe Cons1i1u1ion of 
the Unilcd States of America, and in order 10 crcale, in accordance wilh the 
provisions of the Federal Advisory Comm illee Ac1 (5 U.S.C. App . I ), an ad­
visory commi1tee on 1hc cs1abl ish mcn1 of a memorial 10 lhc vic1ims of the 
Holocausl, it is hereby ordered as follow~: 

guidelines and procedures prescribed by lhc Aumi nis1ra1or of Gene ral Se rvices. 

1-4 . Final Report and Ter111ina1io11 
1-401. The Commission shall subm il ils final report IO 1he l'rc,idcnl and 1he 

Secrc1ary of the ln1criur 1101 laler 1han six mon1h s from 1hc da 1e of ii, fi1 , 1 
meeting. 

1-1 . Eswblish 111e111 a11d Membership. 
1-101. There is esiab li shed 1hc Presiden t's Commission on the Holocausl. 
1-102. The Commission shall consis1 of 1101 more than 1hirty-four members 

as follows: 

1-402 . The Comm ission sha ll terminale 1101 la 1er 1han 1hirty days aflc r sub ­
milling its final reporl. 

(a) The Pres iuenl sha ll ,tppoint twen1y-four members of the Commission and 
shal l designate one of 1hesc members 10 chair 1hc Commission. 

JIMMY CA RTER 

THE WH ITE HOUS E, 

(b) The Speaker of the I lnusc of Rcprcse n1 a1i vcs and 1hc Prcsiucnl of the 
Senale are each invi1ed 10 dcsigna1c five members of their rcspec1ive Houses 

\ 10 save as members of 1he Com mission. 

November I, 1978. 

1- 2. F1111 ctio11s of the Co111111iHio 11 . 
1-201. The Commiss ion shall submil a report 10 1hc Presidenl and lhe Sec­

retary of lhe ln1er ior co nia in ing i1 s rccommenda1iom, wi1h rcspccl 10 1he es1ab­
li shmen1 and mai111enance of an apprupriale memorial IO 1hose who perished 
in the Holocaus1. 

1- 202 . The Cornmbsion's report shall examine lhe feasibili1y of obtaini ng 
funds for creaiion and mai111 enancc of 1hc Memorial 1h ro ugh con1ribu1ions by 
1he American people . 

1-203. The Commission sha ll recommend appropriate ways for 1hc nation tn 
commemorate April 28 and 29, 1979, which 1hc Congress has resolved shall be 
" Days of Remembrance of Vic1ims of 1he Holocausl. " 

1-3 . Ad111i11istrati1•e Provisions. 
I - JO I . To lhe cx lcn l pcrrniltcd by law, lhc Sccrelary of lhc lnl cri or shall 

provide all neccs,ary ad111i11i s1ra 1i vc services, facililics. suppon, and funds nec­
essa ry fo r 1hc pe rformance of 1he Commiss ion's func1i ons. 

1-302 . Each member o f 1he Co mmiss ion who is tH> I 01hcrwise employed in 
!he Govern men I may receive compc11sa1 ion for each day such member is engaged 
in lhe work of 1he Comm ission at a dai ly ralC IO be de1c r111incd by 1hc Secreta ry 
of !he In1erior. Such ra le sllil ll nOI exceed thal payable pursuant to the Federal 
Advisory Com111i11ee Acl. 

1-30.1 . Member~ of 1hc Com mission shall be cn1 i1 lcd IO !rave l expenses. in­
cluding per diem in li eu of subsislcnce. as aulhorized hy law (5 U.S.C. 5702 
anu 5703 ) for persons in 1hc Government service employed in1crmi11e111ly. 

1-304. The func1io11s of the Prcsidcn1 i1ndcr 1he Federal Advisory Commi ll ce 
Acl which arc applicable 10 1he Commis,ion. excepl 1ha1 of reporling. 10 1hc 
Congress, shall he performed hy 1he Sccrclary of 1he ln1 erior in accordance wi1 h 
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APPENDIX B 
STUDY MISSION TO EASTERN EUROPE, 

DENMARK AND ISRAEL 

On July 29 , 1979, 57 members of the Commission and Advisory Board, their 
spouses , and special consultants to the Commission departed on a 14-day work­
ing mission to study memorials and museums to the victims of the Holocaust, 
to vi sit si tes of destruction, and to mee t with government leaders and directors 
of institut ions whose commitm ents and undertak ings pa rall el the work of thi s 
Comm iss ion. Trave ling at their own ex pense to Poland , the U .S.S. R., Denmark 
and Israe l, the group confronted the past and it s co mmemoration to furth er 
in fo rm the Commi ss ion's recommendations . 

In Warsaw the Commiss ion bega n its age nda with a ceremony at the site of 
the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising. T ri bute was also paid to the Poli sh losses during 
the war at the Nike Monument fo r the general Warsaw upri sing, foll owed by 
a se ri es of mee tings with Poli sh officials. At a sess ion with the Minister of 

i Justice, the pain ful and critical issues of justice and tru1h we re explored-j usti ce 
\ to those who pe rpetrated the crime , and truth in understanding the roles of 

criminal, vic1im, and bys1anuer. An exchange of Poli sh and American documents 
was discussed, and a lour conducled of Pol ish archi ves which included criti ca l 
documen1s and photographs, Nazi m,1n ua ls and albums. In the evening the 
Com mission at tended a perform ance by a remnant of lhe Jewish thca lcr of 

1Warsaw. The pe rfo rmance was a lyri ca l and musica l in1 crpretation 9f Chaga ll 's 
pa in1ings, spoke n and sung in Yiddish, a language understood by fe w of the 
ac tors. Heav il y subs idized by the Pol ish government , this trou pe reca ll s lhe 
grea t theatr ica l trad ition of the Yiddish stage . · 

I 

The fo ll ow ing morning the Co mmission traveled to T reblinka , the si1 e of an 
ex termina1ion ca mp at which some HU0,000 Jews were killed. ( Unlik e Auschwi1 z, 
Treblink a was res tricted to Jews.) The ca mp was destroyed near the end of the 
wa r as the Nazis tried 10 eradicate all traces of their crime. The Poli sh gove rn­
ment has built an ex1raordinary monument on the now-wooded site of Treblinka , 
a total environ men t of remem brance . lden1i cal slabs of stone, suggesting rail road 
ti cs, lead 1he visitor to the cent er of the ca mp where two e normous stone for ms 
stand separaled only by a na rrow openi ng. A shat1ered menorah is engraved 
near the top of 1hc slone mon ument , and , on all sides , strclching as far as one 
ca n ;ec, arc hundreds of rough-hewn , jagged sloncs of various shap,es and sizes, 
each inscribed wi th lhc name of a Jewish commun i1y oblitcra 1cd du ring 1he 
Holocaus1. lleyond the cent ral monum c111 , a fl at, rec1angul ar represen1a1ion of 
charred and dis fi gured bones is se t in a Ion~ ditch to symboli ze 1he burned pyres 
of 1ho,e who we re gassed. The power of 1111s unforge 1ablc sculp1ure at Tre blinka 
convinced the Commission of the import ance of a monument . 

Thro ughou t the journey in Easte rn Euro pe . ml.! mbcrs of the dclcga1ion shared 
1heir im press ions and 1hcir anguish. A scholar expli ,i ned 1he rcla1 ionship be­
twee n 1he geograp hi c loca ti on of a ca mp and i1 s proximity 10 a popul ation ce nter; 
a survivor reco ll ec ted a wa rtime expe ri ence-stori es we re told of betrn ya l and 
tort ure, anxie1y and loss, desperation and ago ny, and some of hope and rescue. 

O n the 1hird day 1he Comm iss ion tra ve led to Auschwilz, the larges! and 
wi1hout dou bt the mosl le1hal of all exterm inal ion cam\" · Auschwi1 z con tained 
per,ons from every coun1ry allll nationa lily contro lled iy lhe Ax is. In audi1io n 
to Jews, most espec iall y Poles, Soviet pri soners of wa r, Fre nchmen, Serbs, Slavs, 
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and Gypsies were killed at Auschwil z. An enornwm rai lroa d com pkx wa, 
located a l the entrance 10 the camp; a11 d the st ill st urd y brick rn 11 , 1ruc1i11 n of 
the barracks alt l',t 10 i1s in le nded f11 nc1i,1n as a l'llllli nuini: in,1 1t utinn nf sub­
jugnt i11111111d liq 11ida1 i11 11 , On ly w11 h i:1eal dill i,·ul1y c1111ld lh1• ,u1vi1,ir, ot A11,\'11 , 
wi1 z i11 th e dclegali11 11 re -c nler the infamous cam p, , eeing the wa ll ,, 1hc 
el ectri fied ba rbed wire, the tortu re chambers , 1he ho, pi1al for 111cdica l ex \1cri­
ments, and the gas chambers where thei r loved ones had bee n put 10 dl· at 1. A 
fe w kilome ters away, at l:l irkenau, words of prayer wcr..: rcci 1ed, wrea 1hs laid, 
and sp ir iluals sung, yet all at1 emp1 s to speak seemed in,1dequ a1e. 

The visi t to Poland was concluded by a se ries of meeti ngs wi1h the Mi ni stry 
of Religious Affai rs, the Polish Acade my of Science , the Janusz KorcLak Co m­
mittee , the Minis try of Mon11 ments , the Comba tan 1s Organ iza tio n, and 1he 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs as we ll as the cu rators of 1he Muse11 m al A11\chwi1L 
and the Jewish Muse um in Warsaw. Eve ryw here 1he need 1,1 re 111 e111ber 1he 
Holocaust was discussed and the groundwo rk la id fur fu1u rc coopera1io 11 be ­
twee n the Ameri ca n and Poli sh governments, incl uding 1he exchange of archiva l 
info rmation and scholarship, ed uca 1i onal resources for teachi ng, fi lms, and pu b­
lica tions. A number of Polish document aries on 1he Holocaust were alsn viewed. 
The Co mmi ssio n was pkased by the ge neral in1e rc,1 and encouragement it 
encoun tered and by the mulual commi1mcn1 10 reme mbe r. 

Before leavi ng Poland, the Commission vi, i1 ed the Jew ish ce metery in W;,r­
sa w, lhe burial pl ace fo r ove r one-half-111illion Jews whn died in \Va"aw in 1hc 
centu ries preceding the li quidation of the ghclto. Seve n hund red years qf 1'11 lish 
Jewish culture arc represented by the ~ra ves of schnl.,rs and r;1bbi, .' 11ri1ers , 
teache rs, politi ca l leaders. art ists, sc icnti,1 s, and actor,. 1\11 cmp1y fidd 1kl'11id 
of any marker is the mass grave of some 150,lHlll Polish Jews who peri,hed fro m 
starvation or di sease during 1hc wa r before the !!hell o was dcs1roycd . The gcne ral 
neglect of the cemetery-disrepair and va nd aliw1 ion- dis1ur bcd 1he Commis- · 
sion, and our conce rns were expressed IO 1he apprnp ri alc au1l 11 1r i1ics. 

The Commi ss ion I rave led from Poland to the Soviet Union, firs! vi sit in ~ J<i cv 
in the Uk raine where IUU,000 people we re massac red by 1he Nazis al ll al>i'.'Ya r. 
ll eg in ni ng on the firs t uay of 1he Jewi sh New Yea r in 19~ I and co n1 inu in!_! fo r 
10 days until the Day nf A1oncment , 80,000 Jews we re hrnugh1 10 Lbhi Y;1r 
and killed there within ea rshot of dow n1 own Kie v. The monumen t i, nH>, 1 
.impressive, se t in 1he ce nter of a rav ine where !he vic1ims were burinl. I l11wever, 
in both content and inscrip1 ion !he men)l) ria l is dcvoi.J of any refe rence . d,rel' I 
or obl ique, to the fac1 th al Jews we re killed al llabi Ya r. Shoc ked by th is 
conspicuous omission , the Co mmi ss ion was alen ed lo 1he danger 1>f historica l 
falsitica ti on or dilu1 ion. 

In Moscow the Com miss ion met with the Na1ion;ll Archivis l. lhc Wri1 cr's 
Guild , the Soviet Academy of Sciences, the lns1itu1 e of lhe I li , 1nry of World 
War II , lhc Depul y Ministe r of Cullurc . the War \lc1cra 11 s' Orf!ani1a1i,u1. and 
the So li cito r Ge neral 10 explore the difficu l1 ies of wr it in!_! a1>011 1 the I lolo,; 111,1, 
of sensi1izing people to pa in and suffe ri ng wi 1hou1 fe el in!_! a scn,c of n11>rbid,1y, 
encouraging despa ir , or deve loping an immu ni ty 10 pain . Fur1he rmore , di,cu,­
sions we re conduclcd pe r1 a ini11g to archi va l cxch;,n!!e ;111d sdu ilarl)· in1 ,' 1Tha nµe . 
In a mec1 ing with Solic i1 or Ge nera l. Roman Ru,lc nk11 , 1hc Commiss ion ad­
dressed 1he trials of Nazi war criminals. (M r. Rudcnko wa, 1hc chid prnsel'llll>r 
of Nurembe rg.) 13efo re leaving Moscow , the C.\immissinn placed a wrca th al 
the Soviet Union's Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. 

For its las t stop in Euro pe, lhe Commiss ion !raveled lo Denmark 10 pre~ent 
a scrol l of tribute to the Danish peopl e ancl 1hcir go1·ernmen1. The scro ll reads 
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as follows: 

/11 tri/111/e tu th,· JJ1111ish l"'oplc 1111d theirfovem1111•111 whose 11ctio11s d11ri11g 
t/11• J lvlon11ut .H'/'111•,/ 11.r 1111111ml /11·11nm o lii:l11 i11 a 11•or/,/ of 10111/ d11rk11 ,•.u, 
)'oar 11111,h· l>cha, ·ior /ills illu111 i1111ted t/i e 111 orn / /1111d.1·,·1111 c o/_J111111w1ity. May 
your dei•c/s sen•i· as II remi11d,·r of m umi:e 1111d hw,11111 sol11/ari1y tu a war/,/ 
still d,•.l'pemtt'ly i11 11eed of suc/i lc.\'su11s. 

In casual co nversation wi1 h our Ameri ca n delegation and in rorm al declara­
tion,. our Da nish hosts frequ ently repea led that !hey had done nothing ex traor­
dinary or heroic in saving Jews and protecting their prope rl y. One Dane who 
is an accountanl explained !hat he needs no congratula1ions ror having rd used 
to cmbculc fund s from his Jewish co111pa 1rio1s. When compa red to 1hc total 
coopera1ion of the en1ire Nazi economic ministry in the confiscation or Jewish 
holdings , the Danish humility toward their responsibil i1y and their integrity was 
striking. During the Holoca ust , ordinary, decent behavior became the ex traor-

Cnm111 is,i11n included in its it inerary the \V11r,11w (,hc1111 l·igh1c1> ' r--. Ic111ori11l 11 1 
u ki bhu t£ in the Ga lilee founded hy surv ivors of the \\' ai,aw lih,ttll llp1i'ing. 
The kibbu tz also houses a 111uscu111 on the I lnlncau, t. I he Co1111ni,s1, >11 visilnl 
Mashuah , an ex peri1nc111 al cdu, ation in,titu1i,111 dc , ii:11cd 111 tea ,· h the I I,1 l11~a11,1 
to both adolescents and ;idult s th rough creative rn rricula, ,emina1,, lil111, , ;ind 
cduca1ional mater ia l, . The dclcga 1i o11 was al so wclrnrned al Ne, A111111i111, a 
moshav founded by Dutch Ch ri stians and dedica ted to ;11" ne111 e111 f.,r the I l,ll• 
oea ust. The Commi,s ion's work in Israe l conduded wi th a mec1ing wi th 1lw 
l'residenl of Israel at his home . 

dinary . ' 

That there we re great acts of courage in those dark times is indisputable. In 
Denmark , the Commission presen ted a scro ll of honor in absen ti a to Raou l 
Wallen berg, a junior diplomat in the Swedish legation in Hungary, who coor­
dinated a large-sca le rescue opera1ion during the wa r in which 30,000 lives were 
saved. Among many daring and innovati ve moves, Wallen be rg rc n1 cd buildi ngs 
and new the Swedish fl ag above them to declare them pan of the Swedish 
Embassy, th us granting dip lomati c pro1cc1ion to the inha bi1 an1 s. He also issued 
Swedish passports to thousa nds of Jews in Budapest 10 prevcn l their deportation . 

During its miss ion abroad, the Commission was ahlc to secure or explore 
access to more archival records and documents for resea rch on the I Iolocau , t, 
for the memorial/museum envisioned, and for the prmcrn1iu n of N:11.i war crim ­
ina ls. The Commission learned from the examples of 01he r I Iol11caus1 mu, cums 
and memori als , and arranged fo r coope ra tion between 01her cnu ntric, and the 
American endeavor . Finally, the trip 11sel f, it s mee ti ngs, anu its cc remonie , un 
beh alf of the dead se rved as pan of 1he living memorial which shall continue 
to bring the memory of the Holocaust and it s implication, to public conscious­
ness. 

1 Wallenberg was taken prisone r by the li bera ting Russi an armies immedia tely 
' after the war, and neithe r his presence in Russ ian prisons no r hi s fa te have been 
sa ti sfac torily cla rified . (The Russian ~ovcrnmcnt produced a death cer1ifica te 
indicat ing tha t Walle nbe rg died in jail in 1947 , hut his dea th rcmains 'uncon­
firmed , and reports of hi s al legcd_whcreabnu1s circula1e periodica ll y, as recently 
as last year.) The scroll presen ted to Wallenberg reads as follows: 

/11 tribute to Rao11/ Wallenberg, a 111a11 of rnre daring and i111agi11atio11 , whose 
deeds saved thirty-rhoma11d Jews in B11dapest. His heroism and character 
have shown the world what could ha ve been done a11d ,vhat sho 11/d have been 
done. J-Jis co111passio11 and cu11mge 1vill be rcme111l1ered fo rever. For his 
actions, he paid with his freedom, if 11 01 wi//1 his life. Th is scroll is presented 
to his sister in his absence though co11scio11s of his presence. 

The Comm ission also toured the Museum of Danish Rescue and Resistance 
in Cope nhage n. · 

The fina l leg of the trip brought the Com miss ion to Israel where it vi sited 
Ya<l Vashe m, the Israeli National Remembrance Authority in it s capital, Je­
rusalem , consisting of a museum, memo ri al and sculptu re garden, archives, 
documcnl ation cen ter, resea rch facilities, and educa tional resources. The Com­
mission met with the leade rs of Yad Vashem and working subcommittees of the 
Commission met wi 1h staff of the institution , and wi1h prominent Israel i scholars 
who shared the fruits of their vast expe ri ence . The Commission was deeply 
impressed by the achievements of Yad Vashem and felt 1hat close coopera tion­
a special relationship--with the Commission's successor body must be estab­
li shed. 

The Com mission also visi ted the Museum of the Diaspora, to examine its 
trea tment of the I lolocaus l and use of modern media and display techn iques, 
compuler learning, and engaging presentations . I laving visi ted Warsaw, the 
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APPENDIX C 
ADDRESS BY PRESIDENT JIMMY CARTER 

Made at the 
National Civil Holocaust 

Commemoration Ceremony 
April 24, 1979 

United States Capitol Rotunda 
Wash ington , D.C. 

I am honored and also grave and solemn as I participate in this ceremony 
during Days of Remembrance for victims of the Holocaust. 

Just five weeks ago, during my trip to Israel, I visited again Yad Vashem­
the memorial to the six million. I walked slowly th rough the Hall of Names. 

, And li ke literally millions before me , I grieved as I looked at book after book , 
row after row, each recording the name of a man or a woman, a little boy or 
a little girl, each one a victim of the Holocaust. 

I vowed then-as people a ll over the world are doing this week-to rea ffirm 
our unshakeable commitment that such an event will never recur on this earth 
agai n. 
I 

\ A philosopher has written that language itself breaks down when one tri es 
to speak abo ut the Holocaust and its meaning . Our words pale before the 
fri ghtening spec tacle of human evil which was unlcm,hed upon the world, and 
before the awesomeness of the suffering involved; the shee r weight of its num­
bers-I I million innocen t victims cxtcrrninatcd-6 million of them Jews . 

Although words do pa le, yet we must speak . We must strive to understa nd. 
We must teach the lessons of the Holocaust. And most of all, we ourselves must 
remember. 

We must learn not only abou t the vulncrahility of life, hut of the value of 
human life . We must rcmcmhcr the terrihle priccsa id for higotry and hatred 
and also the terrible price paid fo r imliffcrencc an for silence. 

It is fitting also that we recall today the persecution, the sufferi ng and the 
destruction which has befallen so many other pcol)lc in this century , in many 
nations, peoples whose rcprcscncn1ivcs lwvc jo111ct us for this observance. For 
the central lesson of the I loloca ust must be that , in the words of 1hc poc1, "Each 
man's cle a1h diminishes me." 

To truly commemorate the victims of the Holocaust, we must harness the 
out rage of ou r memories to banish all human oppression fro m 1he world . We 
mus! recognize that when any fellow human hcing ,s stri pped of humanity; when 
any person is turned in to an ohjci:t of rcprc,sion; 1orturcd or defiled or victimized 
by terrorism or prejudice or rac ism, then all human hcings arc victims, too. 

The world's failure to rcu1gnize _the ,nora l lruth _.w years aiio per111iucd the 
1-lolocausl 10 proceed. Our genera tion- the generation of su rv1vo rs-w 1II neve r 
permit the lesson to he forgotlcn . I luman ri ghts and huma n dignity arc indi -
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visible . America must , and ulways will, spenk ou1 in 1hc tlcfc n,c of human righ1> 
not on ly in our own country, but around the world . 

That commi tment imposes special rcsponsihili1ics on us 10 uphold 1hc highc,1 
possible sta ndards of human juslice and human righls here at lwmc . I applaud 
the Congress in calling to r 1hi s day of remembrance of the lfolocau, t. And I 
renew my ca ll to the Senate to take a long overdue s1cr 1his yea r hy ratifying 
the lntern a1 ional Trea ty on 1hc Prevcn 1ion and Punishment of Genocide . Wi1h­
out concre te action, our words arc hollow . Let u, signi fy hy deed a, well as hy 
word that the American people will neve r forget. 

It is, perhaps, ironic 1hat we meet 1oday in a season of rebirth an d renewal 
to reca ll a time of darkness and destruction that has no parallel in human hi,tnry . 
And ye t it is also fitting that we do so in this Rotunda , along wi lh actual , urv ivms 
of the I-lolocaus1 itse lf. For the Holocau,1 is also a story of renewa l and a 
testament to the power of the human spirit 10 prevail. 

People who saw 1heir homes dc s1 royed helped huild a new homeland in lhc 
State of Israel. People like Elie Wiesel, the Chairman of my I lolocaus1 Com­
mission , who witnessed 1hc co llapse of a ll vis ion , crca1cd and ,hared wi th us a 
new vision. II is an incredib le sto ry of a people who refused to ,tllmv despair 
to triu mph, who after having losl thei r children, brought new famil ies i111 0 1he 
world . 

11 is our collective task as we ll lo learn from !his prorc,s of renewal, 1he root, 
of hope-a hope not based on illusion or ignor,111 ce, hut hope grounded in the 
rebi rth of the hum an spiril and a reaffirmati on uf 1he sacredness of life . 

With that hope, we wi ll s1rivc to build out of our 111<:morie, uf the I lului:au, t 
a world joined by a true fe ll owship of human under, t,111dini; . a w,irld of 1ok rani:c 
and diversity in which all peoples can live in dignity and 111 peace . 

' 
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APPENDIX D 
REMARKS MADE BY VICE PRESIDENT 

WALTER F. MONDALE 

Made at the 
National Civic Holocaust 

Com memoration Ceremony 
April 24, 1979 

United States Capi tol Rotunda 
Washington, D.C. 

Mr. !'reside nt, Mr. Speaker, Mr. Majority Leader , Members of Congress , Dis­
tingu ished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen: 

I am profound ly honored to join you, and all Americans, as we commemora te 
both the tragedy of the Holocaust, and the vibrant resilience of the human spirit. 

Human nature cas ts a complex shadow on the history of civi li za ti on. The 
triumph of the human hea rt has it s memo ri als-in our miracles of art, in the 
genius of our democracies, in the lesson of compassion at the soul of all re li gions. 

nut the history of hum anity is also sca rred by ignominy . Hatred , injusti ce, 
oppress ion, bloodshed: these, too , have their monuments that litter our nobler 
history like trash in a garde n. 

We meet today to recall bo th sides of hum an history-triumph as wel l as 
tragedy . We mee t both to re new our grief, and to recommit our courage-to 
say Kaddish fo r the fa ll en, and to sa nctify as well the work of the living. 

The Holocaust beggars the human imagination. To reca ll it is to th ink the 
unthinkable . To describe it is to say the unsayab le. To be it s heir is to inheri t 
a nightmare. 

Uut the horror we commemorate today must not blind us to the life whose 
roo ts lie in its ashes. For today we also affirm that se nocidc has no part in 
human hi sto ry . Today we dec lare that decency and digni ty and life itse lf are 
inalienable , and must foreve r remain so. Today we bear witness not only to the 
unanswered cries of the e leve n million , but also to the duty they confer on us: 
the duty to ha nish bloodshed from the annals of our children 's futu re . 

Today we bea r witness. Eli e Wiesel, the distinguished Chai rman of Pres ident 
Carter's Holocaust Commission, pu t it this way in hi s moving novel, The Oath : 

" We must tell, awaken, alert , and repea t ove r and over aga in without 
resp_i,1e or pause, repea t to the very end those stories that ha ve no end 

We will repeat those stories without end. One of them is the tragedy of the 
Holocaust. Bu t ano ther-and just as im portant-is the story of the human heart 
in its rele ntless service of high idea ls. 
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APPENDIX E 
THE HOLOCAUST : BEGINNI NG OR END'? 

Remarks Made by 
Eli e Wiest.:1 
Chairman 

President's Commiss ion on the Holocaust 
Made at the 

National Civic l lolocaust 
Commemorati on Ceremony 

April 24, 1979 
United States Capi tol Rotunda 

Washington , D.C. 

Mr. Presiden t, Mr. Vice Presiden t , Mr . Srca ker, Leade rs and Members of the 
House and the Senate, Distinguished Guests: 

A ll ow me to tell you a story. 

Once upon a time, fa r away, somewhe re in the Carpa thian mou nt ains, the re 
lived a small boy, a Jewish boy, whose dreams were filled wi th God, rra yer, 
and song. 

Then one clay, he and his fami ly, and al l the Jews of his town. were rounded 
up and ex iled to a dark and evil kingdom. They arrived the re at miunight. Then 
came the first separation, the first selection. 

' As the boy stood wit h his father, wondering whether his molher and ,'istc rs 
woul d come back, an inmate came to tell them the trut h; thi s road led to the 
fin al destination of the Jewish people; the tru th was there : in the fire , the a, he s, 
the truth was in deat h. And the young boy rduseu tn believe him; it h;,d tn he 

,a lie , a nigh tmare perhaps, thi s coul d not be happening. nut here, 1101 now, 11 01 
in the heart of civili zed Europe , not in the middle of the 1wcn1ie1l1,ce111 11r y. 
"Fat her," sa id the boy: "if th is we re true, !he world would 1101 be si lent . 
. . . " "Pe rhaps the world docs not know ," sa id the fo1he r. And father anti son 
walked on, part of an eerie noc turnal process ion, toward mysterious !lames ·of 
darkness. 

Thi rty-five years later-almos t to the day-t he same Jcwi, h boy stands bcf,,re 
you wi th a deep sense of pri vilege, to remi nd our contemporaries th at in those 
ti mes of anguish and destruction, only one people- \he Jcwi,h people- were 
totally, inexplicably abandoned-on ly one people were si mply, cyn ical ly handeu 
ove r to their executioners. 

And we, the few survivors, were left behind to bear wi tness and tell the talc . 

But before do ing so, al low me, on behalf of your Comm ission 011 the I lolocaus t 
and it s. Advisory Board, to thank yo u, Mr. Prcsiuenl. for sumn1oni ng our Na­
tion-and all n;i ti ons- to keep their memory alive. 

We also wish to express our profound gra titude to al l the distinguished gues ts 
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and national lcac.Jcrs for being here toe.Jay at this unprecedented assembly, re­
sponding to this call for remembrance . No other country, and its government, 
besides Israe l, has issued or heeded such a call , IHtl then Israel is a case aran, 
lsrue l's commi tment 10 memory is as old as its hi,1ory itself. 

On my first nigh t in the camp, which was lhe las t for mos t of my fri ends, my 
family , my relatives, my teachers, I wrote: 

Never sha ll I forge! !hat night , which has turned my life in10 one long nigh! , 
seven times cursed an cJ seven times sea led . Never sha ll I forge! I hat smoke, 
Never sha ll I forget the lilllc faces of !he children whom I saw being thrown 
into the flam es alive beneath a sikn1 blue sky. Never shall I forge t that 
sky. 

Never shall I forget those flames which murdered my hopes forever. 
Never sha ll I forget th at nocturnal silence which deprived me, for all etern­
i1y, of the desire to li ve. 

Never shall I forget those moments which murdered my soul and turned 
my dreams into dus1, into smoke. 
Never sha ll I forget these words even if I am condemned to live as long as 
God himself. 

But Mr. President and fri ends-what docs one do with such memories of 
fire-with so many fra gments of despair? How docs one live in a world which 
witnessed the murder of one million children and remained world? 

1 Those of us who were there are haunted by those whose lives were turned 
\ into ashes, by those whose ce metery was the sky. · 

Terror-s tricken fa milies hiding in ghet to-ce ll ars. Children running with price­
less treasu res : a potato or two , a crufnb of bread. Endless lines of qu ie t men 
and women on their way to mass graves, reciting the Kaddish, the rrn ye r for 
the dead, ove r themse lves. Teachers and I hei r pupils, n1<11hers and their in fa nts , 
rabbis and their followe rs, ri ch and poor, learned and illiterate, princes and 
beggars-all pushed inexorab ly toward death . "Father." says a young boy, " is 
it pa inful to die? Must l die?" "Th in k of some thing else," answers 1hc father. 
"Think of tomorrow." 

Treblinka and Ponar, Auschwitz and Oabi Yar , Maje.Ja nek and Olczec: What 
harpened? Did crea 1ion go mad? Did Gnu cove r his face? Did the Creator 1urn 
aga inst his creat ion? Did the God of Israel turn agains l 1he people of Israel? 
The question everyone asked upon arriv al inside the ga tes was: What does it 
all mean? Was the re a des ign, a secret pa llern ? 

We didn't know, we still c.J on' I. I low ca n anyone exrlain evi l of such mag­
ni1ude? How can anyone comprehend so much r ain and angu ish? One cannot 
conceive of Auschw11z with o r without God. Out what about man ? Who ca n 
understand 1hc ca lcu h11 cd dcr riva1ion of the killers? The indifference of the 
onlookers? When Je ws did have a possibility of leaving Europe, how many 
coun tri es were there ready to acccp l them? 

What was the Holoca ust: an end or ubcginnini;'! Prcfigu~ation or culmination? 
Was tt the f11ial co nvulsion of demonic forces ,n h1 s1ory ! I\ raroxysm ot cen­
turies-old bigot ry and hatred'' Or, on the contrary, a momentous warning of 
1hings to come? 

Turning-poin t or watershed, it produced a mutalion on a cosmic scale, af-
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fecting a ll possible areas of hum an endeavor . /\Iler Au,chwit, , the hurnan 
condition is no longe r the same. Afler Treblinka, nnt hin~ will eve r he 1hc same. 
The Event ha s al1cred man\ pcrcep1ion ""J ch;111 gl'l.l lt1, 1el;1 1i11 n, hip 1,1 Ci1 >d, 
tu hi , fe ll ow man and lo l1i1mdf. The un1h inkal>le ha, hernnt c re.ti . Aflcr llclsen, 
evcry1hing ~eems possible. 

Adrn iltedly , I bdong to a traumati zed genera l ion, hence I spea~ 11 f my people, 
the Jewish people. Out when I, as a Jew. evoke 1he 1raµic de,1in y of kwi , h 
victims, I honor the memory of all the victims. When one gr,1u p is per,ern1cd . 
man kind is affec ted . S1ill, for the sake of 1ru1h, we mus t re11 1e111her 1h ;11 "" 'Y 
the Jewi sh r corle 's ex1crmina1ion was an e11d in i1scl f. J,·wi,h virnm,, ,1r ip\>cd 
of their iden1i1y and of their dea1h , were disllwned hy 1he ll'ltlllc ll'11 1 Id . I' icy 
were condemned 11 01 for what 1hey did or ,aid, hut I"' "lt11 1hey were : """ ;ind 
daughters of a peonle whose suffering is the mm l ;J11c1e n1 in rern rded hi s1nry. 

Every occuricd na1ion, every underground nwvement recei ved help lr11m 
London, Washingwn or M,1,cow , No l !he .'1:w, : !hey were 1he l11m·l ie,1 vi ,·11n" 
of the musl in human of wars. /\ sin gle airdrop , a ,inglc re , rne mi,sion wonld 
have rrovcd to !hem, and to the enemy, 1ha1 !hey we, c rlll l f.irgo1 1cn. Bui , Mr. 
President and fri ends, 1he 1ru1h is th at 1hey were forgouen. 

The evidence is before us: The world knew and kepi ,ilcnl. The d,1,·un1 en1, 
that you, Mr. Prcsidcn1 , hamkd 10 1he Chairma n of you r C,,mmis,i,lll 1111 lhc 
Holocausl, tes1i fy to 1h at effec t. Actually , ri ctures of 1\uschwi11 and llir~ en ;,u 
had reached 1he fre e wo rld much earlier. Still, when 1he I lunµarian Jn" hef!all 
arrivi ng 1hcre , feeding the flames wi1h len tu twclw 1hou,and, perslln, a ,L,y. 
nothing was done to stop or delay the process. No t one bomb was dropped on 
the railway tracks to the dea 1h fac tories. Had there been a sim ilar Joint Session 
of Congress then, thi ngs would have been differen1 for many Jews, 

And ye t, and yet .w hen 1hc nightmare lif1ed, 1here wa, 11 0 hat e in 1he heans 
of 1hose who survived. Only sadness, And, paradoxi.:all y. lll1pc , lr" /'e a, well. 
For Sllme re ason 1hey we re co nvi nced thal llUI of grief ;111d "' 1nm· 1 ,ufft rin f! 
a powerfu l message of compa,sio n and ju,1ice would be he;11d ,11 1<1 received . 
They were convinced thal 1hc Messi ah would wrne and red,·e n1 1hc 1111rld . They 

· were convi nced 1ha1, afle r Auschwi1,, peo pl e 11•ould no lon ger yield 10 fa11 ;11i ­
cism, na1ions would no longe r wage wa r, and rac ism. anti-Semi1i"11 and clas, 
IJ,umili ati on would be ha n11ecJ forever, shamed f"rewr . 

Litt le Jid we k1H)W that , in our lifc tim l.'. wi: wou ld \\ i1111.::-. , 11111n· w;11 :-., 111:w 

racial hm 1ili 1ies, and an awakeni11g of N;,zism on ;di fiVl' c·on1i,,-·n1, . I illlc did 
we know that, in our lik1ime, hn11ks would ;1ppear in m;,11 y l;111 gua~c, "lll:ri11g 
so-called "proof" 1ha1 1he l lolocaus1 never nccuned . 1h a1 11111 pa1cn1s, 1111r 
friend s did IHll Jic the re . Lillie did we ~nnw 1ha1 kwi,h chi ldren w"uld ;1gain 
be m11rdercd, in co ld blood , hy killers in Israel. 

The survi vors advoc;11ed hope , 1101 despair . Their 1e,1imony c11n1 ;1i11s 11ei 1her 
rancor nor hitlernc,s . They knew 1,10 well th at hale i, scll ·dch;"i11i: ;111d 1·c11i:c ­
ance sc lf-ddea1 ing. Instead nf l'iHH1sin 1c nihili,m ;11HI a11arch\·. 1h,·y L'iHhc tll '' I" 
for man. ln sle ad of se llin g ci li es 011 lire , 1hcy emi,hed lhclll . ~!any 11·c1ll 1,1 
rebuild an ancie111 dream of Israel in Isra el: lhcy all l'i1me hi rr11i;1in hu,11 ,111 in 
an inhuman "1cic1y , 10 figh l fur hum an ri !!hl s everywhere. again,1 pow rlyevcry­
whcrc and Jiscrimination , for hurnanki11d . always. 

Fnr we have learned ce n ai n lesso ns . We ha ve learned 1101 10 he 11c·111 ral i11 
times of crisi s. for ncu1rali1y al way, helps 1he ;1gg res,or. tH.:ve r 1h,· ,ic1i111. We 
ha ve learned 1ha1 silence is neve r the an,wer . We have learned 1ha1 1h,· oppo, i1e 
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of love is not haired , hut indilkrence . Wh at is memory if not a rcsp,rn,c 10, 
and against indifference'' 

APPENDIX F 

So lei us re,nemher , lei us remcmher for their sake, and ours: memory may 
perhaps he ,1111 onl y answer, our only hnpc tn s;1vc lhc worl d from the ultimate 
punishment, a nudcar holocau,t. 

PRESENTATION or TI IE REPORT OF TI IE 
PRESIDENT'S COMMISSION ON TH E HOLOCAUST 

TO 
Lei us remember , let us rememher the lwroes of Warsaw, the martyrs of 

Treblinka, the ch ildren of Auschwit z. They fought alone, they suffered ,done, 
they lived alone, hue they did nol die alone, for someching in all of us diedwilh 
chem. 

THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 

by 
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Elie Wiesel 
Chairman 

The Rose Gan.kn 
The White I louse 
Washington, D.C. 

Mr. Pres ident, Ambassador Evron, Distinguisheu Members of chc Senate and 
House, Ladies and Genclemen: 

Thirty-eight years ago on September 27th , 1941, during the meret yemri tesl111va, 
what we ca ll in our tradition che Days of Rcpcntcnce , thousa nus of Jewish men , 
women and children were led chrough the sunny and peace ful stree ts of Kiev 1u 
be slaughtered at a place called: Balli Yar. For cen days- from R,1sh I lashanah , 
the Jewish New Year, until Yum Kippur , the Day of Atonemenc-che mass.icrc 
continued . The procession see med end less. The killers killed, the viccims cumhlcd 
into ditches, and creation somehow remained unchanged and undi sturbed . 

~ 
What took place in Kiev, Mr. President, was repeated elsewhere in hundred, and 
hundreds of towns and villages in the Ukraine, Lithuania , Uyel ,lluss ia , l'nland . 
All over Eastern Europe the proce ss of dcslruction wcnc nn and 011 and OIL En1irc 
communities perished ove rn ight. Famili es disappeared . ,\ncie nl dyna,cics whose 
linfage could be traced back to King David and Moses were swcr1 away wich the 
winds of as hes. And God Himse lf must have covered His face in pai n and anguish . 
Were they but a spasm of history? A tear in the ocean'! An exrcr im cnt ,if c1crni1y 
in death ? 

In the course of our scudy, Mr. President, we tried to carcure some of chcir siknl 
outcries. We asked them for guidance. We returned to some of che sites where 
they perished . And all those who were there cam e away changed . 

Mr. President , we were struck first by the beaut y of the surrou1nl ings ; the hills 
around Treblinka , the skys over Birkenau, the silence in Au schwitz . The kille rs 
had chosen the most bea utiful si tes and the mos t pocc ic words for chcir mnsc 
hideous crimes. 

We were struck by the proximicy to cities and villages. Treblinka . Mr. Pre sident, 
is a 2-hour bus or train ride from Warsaw. Babi Yar is part of Kiev . Buchenwald 
is near Weimar. Auschwicz is close 10 Cracow . Ten thousand hum an beings were 
being murdered and burned every day, and nearby, life wcnc on as usual. 

How was all this possible? We do not have che answer, Mr. Preside nt. Perhaps 
there is none. Any given u.nswcr must be chc wrong answe r. lluc the members 
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of your Commission believe, Mr. President , that we must seek an answer and 
this will not he easy. Unprecedented and unparalleled in magnitude, the Event 
of Auschwitz nnd Bclscn 1s still sunnountcu hy a wall of fire which no outsider 
can penetrate . All one can do is cnme dose tu the gate . 

Some are living gates, the survivors. They alone know what happened. Anti they 
are ready and willing to share their knowledge; they know that they survived only 
to tell the talc, only to bear witness . 

The words of the dead , 100, arc ga tes. Documents, poems, messages, diaries, 
letters, prayers, meditations; through them one can feel some thing of what they 
fel t as they were waiting for the angel of <.leath, for the Messiah . 

I confess, Mr. President, that I belong to a traumatize<.! generation and a trau­
matized people. 

As a Jew, I was-and am-distressed by the tragic fate of the Jewish people; 
after all, they alone were destined to be totally annihil ate<.!; they alone were 
totally alone . 

However, as a Jew I also came to realize tha t al though all Jews were vict ims, not 
all victims were Jews . 

But this is perhaps the fi~st lesson we may draw from the Eve nt, Mr. President, 
that although Jews were the first 10 be killed, they were not the only ones; ot hers 
followed. The murder of one group inevi tably provokes more murder. 

We must also learn from what happened th at words must be taken seriously. The 
time lapse between the antisem itic slogans in Berlin anti the death industry in 
Treblinka was only IO years. . 

APPENDIX G 

REMARKS OF TI IE PRESID ENT 
AT THE 

PRESENTATION OF THE FINAL REPORT 
OF THE 

PRESIDENT'S COMMISSION ON THE HOLOCAUST 

The Rose Garden 
The White House 
Washington, D .C. 

Mr. Chairman, the beauty of your words and the solemnity of yo ur thoughts 
and the importance of the work of this Commis,ion arc all very impressive . 

1 We must take seriously all those who threaten other people today and all those 
who threaten the Jewish people today. From wor<.ls to <.Iced , the <.listancc is not 
grea t. 

Eight months ago, I asked Elie Wiesel, an<.! a distinguished group of Amer­
icans, some from the Co11grcss, 10 take on an awe,ome respllnsihili1y . Jim Blan ­
chard of Michigan anti others said they wuldn 't he here hccau,c there i, a v111c 
pending in the House, but they have served well. alo11g with a bro;,dcro,_-,cctilln 
of Americans who have gone into this effort with a grea t deal of tlcdic,11ion and 
who have produced a report that will solve problems and picture ror u, proper 
actions in the future . 

This is an awesome responsibility that you have performed . I a,ked this 
group to recommend a filli ng memorial in the United States tu the victim , of the 
most unspeakable crime in all of human history- the I lolocau, 1. Rarel y it'" a 
Presidential Comm ission faced a more sobering or a m11re llltall y imp11rtan1 chal· 
le ngc . This event of th e I lolocau,1, the crime :,gain, 1 bum,111i1 y 11 , elf, ha, 110 
paral le l i11 human history. A ph ilosopher wrote th at hun1an language ihcll brea,s 
down when confronted wi th the monslrou, challe11ge of dc,crihin~ this ,\'ii . 

We must also learn the dangers of indifference anti neutrality . In times of evil, 
indifference to evil is evil. Neutrality always helps the ki ll er, not the victim. 

And we must learn the importance of stressing the moral dimension of all human 
endeavors. We have seen that scie nti sts, scholars, physicians, politicians, anti 
artis ts mur<.ler children , and still enjoy the cadence of a poem, the beauty of the 
painting. Culture without morality can easily push mankind to darkness, not 
redemption . 

So I want 10 pay a special tribute , on behalf of our Na tion , 10 all those who 
h~vc contribu ted to this effort and for the lrerncndou, service 1ha1 v,n, have 

Yes, Mr. President, there are urgent lessons to be learned from this awesome 
event. Anti yet, an<.! yet. We, the 111c111bcrs of your Co111111ission and their advisors 
are aware of ou r limitations. We have acquired some knowledge, but wha t arc 
we to do with that knowledge? Whal arc we to <.lo wi th the whispers of men and 
women going 10 their graves? With the wisdom of ghet to children who knew 
more about life and death than 1hc oldes t of my teachers? Wha t arc we 10 do 
wi th the soun<.ls of the dead; the mute dreams of the living? What arc wc 10 do 
with them ? 

performed. · 

We must share them, and wc understood this most intensely when we visit ed 
Poland , Soviet Russia, and Israe l. Birkcnau arouses man 's 111ost secret anguish. 
Jerusalem symbolizes our most fcrvc111 hope, and, therci'ore, we are attachc<.I 10 
Jerusalem in such love and admiration. We must share wha tever we receive with 
conviction anti dedication if mankind is 10 survive. 

Your very work as a Commiss ion is part of a livin~ 1111.:mory tn lhl' victims 
of the l lolucausl. Your grappli ng with the meaning of 1lus C\CIII has helped h1 i11 g. 
new untlerslan<.ling anti moral vision 10 all who must confront tlm quc'1ion . Your 
hi storic trip to the conccnlration camps in Ea,tcrn Europe, al the llahi Yar in 
the Soviet Union, has helped 10 arouse the conscience of !he world and helped 
remind us once again we must never forget. And I know our country appreciates 
the fact that many of you went on those trips, not at Government expense , but 
at your own expense. 

Out of our memory and untlcrs1andi11g of the l lul1>rn us1 we mu,1 forge an 
unshakeable oath with all civilized people that never a~a i11 will the wo, Id ,1:111d 
silent , never again will the world look the other wa y or I ail 10 ac t in time Ill 
prevent this terr ible crime of genocide. Thus, Mr . President , it is with a profoun<.I sense of privilege and hope that on 

behalf of the President's Commission on the I lolocaus t ,tntl it s Advisnry Bnard 
I present to you its repo rt. Ancl fur your own historic initiative, Mr. !'resident, 
it is submitted to you with infinite gratitu<.le. 

In addition to the Jcw!sh pc_,iplc who wnc c11 µulfcd hy the I l,1locaus1 simply 
because they were Jews, ) mdl,on 01hcr human hcin!!, were dc , trnycd . Ahllu l 
3 million Poles, many Hungarians, Gypsic,, al,o need Ill he icmc111hcred . T,1 
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memorialize the victims of the I lolocaust, we must harness the outrngc of ou r 
own memories to sta111p ou t o\ipression wherever it exists. We 111u ,1 uml'crstand 
that hu111an rights and h111n:1n 1. igni1y arc indivisible . Wherever our kllow hu111an 
beings arc stripped of their humanity, defiled or torlurcd or vic timized by repres­
sion or terrorism or racism or prejudice , then all of us arc victi ms. As Americans, 
we must, and we also will speak out in defense of human rights at home and 
everywbcre in the worlLI. 

And I mi gh t add that as Americans we must share the rcsponsi hility for 40 
years ago not being willing 10 acknowledge that this horrible event was in prospect. 

And I think that the ac tion of this Holocaust Commission is long overdue, 
because we have not had a constu 111 center which cou ld be visi ted by Americans 
of all faiths and all races to be reminded of our 0111ission in the past, 10 have the 
memory of this horrible event kept vivid in ou r minds , to prevent a recurrence · 
of such an action anywhere on ear1h in the future . 

In view of the 6 million Jewish victims of the Holocaust , it is particularly 
appropriate that we receive this repor1 during the High I loly Days , just prior to 
Yom Kippur, the Day of A1one111enl. Yom Kippur is a day and lime for looki ng 
back. II is a time for rencction. II is a time for remembrance. But it is also a time 
for the reaffirmation of life, a time for looking ahead. 

So I wi ll ' consider th is report mos t carefu ll y and will respond personally 10 
this Commission and 10 the people of our Na tion, with my personal prayer that 
the memory of the ll olocaus1 sha ll be transformed into a reaffirma tion of life . 

I And as President , I can \)ledge 10 you that I will do everything in my powe r 10 
carry out the recom mem ations of this report. 

The Members of the Congress will be intensely interes ted in arousing suppor t 
in the Legislature. And I am sure the people of this count ry will be look ing with 
anticipation to this reminde r of the victims and also a warning that th is horrible 
event will neve r again occur on earth. 

Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman, and all the members of the Commis­
sion. 
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AP,r11 27, 1981 

MEMORANDUM FOR RED CAVANEY 

FROM 

SUBJECT 

MONROE H. FREEDMAN 

Talking Points ··for President Reagan, ,Thursday, April 30, 1981 

Enclosed are the Tal kfng ·-Points for ,the _ President's Renarks 
at the Days of Remembrance Ce~emony on Apri.1 30, 1981. 

-Please let me know 1f there 1s .anythfng _else we can do to help. 

\ 



TALKING POINTS FOR THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 

Days of Remembrance 

The Rose Garden 
April 30, l 981 

9:30 a.m. 

Mr. Chairman; Honored Guests: 

Just 36 years ago, in April of 1945, American and Allied troops 

liberated the Nazi death Camps. What they found there was evil 

and horror of a magnitude that surpassed anything that the world 

had previously experienced. Ancient prejudices and unwarranted 

hatreds had joined with modern technology to create the Holocaust 

the gas chambers, in which millions of men, women, and 

children, and their dreams, had been mercilessly 

destroyed; 

the crematoria, which had turned millions into 

ashes and smoke, as if that could conceal the acts 

of the oppressors, and silence the voices of the 

oppressed; 

and the living dead who were to survive physical 

destruction, but who were doomed to live with the 

memories of an incomprehensible terror. Their 

valor in reaffirming life serves as an inspiration 

to us a 11. 

Mr. Chairman, we must never allow ourselves to forget those 

scenes of horror. 

I 
\ 

\ 
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We must never allow ourselves to forget that the Holocaust was 

planned and executed as what the Nazis called the "Final Solution" 

resulting in the annihilation of six million people for no other 

reason than that they, or their parents, or their grandparents, had 

been Jews. 

We must never allow ourselves to forget that the process of 

mass murder did not stop with the Jews, but extended ultimately to 

millions of other victims of Nazism throughout occupied Europe. 

/The President might want to add here that a consequence of 

the Holocaust was a recognition by the world that the dream of a 

Jewish homeland had to become a reality; that the United States 
'-. 

has been firmly committed to Israel as a friend and ally from the 

day Israel achieved Independence; and that our Nation's commitment 

to Israel's security will never wane or falterJ 

You have written, Mr. Chairman, "Indifference is no longer 

a sin; it has become its own punishment." That is the universal 

message of the Holocaust -- that we cannot again remain indifferent, 

silent, or inactive, when confronted with evil. 

The task of your Council, therefore, Mr. Chairman, is to keep 

us ever mindful of that fundamental truth. That is why, last year, 

I wrote to Mr. Sigmund Strochlitz, Chairman of your Days of 

.Remembrance Committee: 

\ 
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"America would benefit greatly from a memorial to 
the millions who died in the Holocaust. Every 
American must be made aware that such a horror, 
almost beyond the scope of human comprehension, 
took place in our times. Therefore, the effort 
to build the Holocaust memorial must be a 
bipartisan enterprise, for its significance 
transcends politics. 11 

The men and women of our country who were part of the liberation 

of the Nazi concentration camps are brave people who shared a 

common bond with those they freed -- the bond of humanity. This 

bond of humanity is an unbroken one that allows all people to share 

each other's memories and commitment -- never to forget. 

Those who survived to come to our great country have contributed 

to all aspects of American life . Today, as always, they bear witn~ss 

to what they have experienced and what all of us remember. We are 

all witnesses today. 

This is an International Day -- a day that is recognized by 

people in most countries. We, as leaders of the Western World, 

call for all to remember, as we do, in sadness but also with firm 

resolve. 

Accordingly, Mr. Chairman, I have issued the following Rresidential 

Proclamation: 

[Text of Presidential Proclamatio!!J 

\ 



MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM : 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 8, 1981 

KEN KHACHIGIAN 

ALLEN LOCKE ~ 

The attached draft proclamation on "Days of Remembrance of 
Victims of the Holocaust" was submitted by 0MB and has been 
reviewed for substance by appropriate White House staff. 

Please review the draft and provide any changes to 
Dick Darrnan or me by April 15, if possible. 

In my view, the text would benefit by dropping from the 
first paragraph the words "when America 's armed forces, 
with those of our allies, defeated the forces of inter­
national terrorism. It was .... " 

Attachment 



·~'{;i/ff' United States Holocaust Memorial Council 
, -

J • • ;-

,- ' ~ March 10, 1981 
A-17 

Office of the 
Director 

Dear Mr. Nichols: 

Thank you very much for your letter of March 3, 1981, 
regarding our request for a Presidential Proclamat i on regarding 
the Days of Remembrance. 

You are ce r tainly correct in noting that in 1979 and 1980 
the Presidential Proclamations were issued pursuant to · Joint Resolutions 
of the Congress. We have iefrained from seeking such a Resolution 
this year because of the mandate we received from the Congress in 
our enabling legislation (a copy of which is enclosed). Section l 
of that legislation directs the Council to "provide for appropriate 
ways for the Nation to commemorate the Days of Remembran ce, as an 
annual, national, civic commemoration of the Holocaust," and to 
"encourage and sponsor appropriate observances of such Days of 
Remembrance throughout the United States." 

In view of that legislation, which was passed unanim6usly 
by the Congress in October 1980, we have assumed that furthfr 
action by the Congress in the form of a Joint Resolution would 
be superfluou s. If you think a Joint Resolution would be desirable, 
however, we would be willing to seek one. 

I hope you will find the enclosure to be satisfactory as a 
first draft of an appropriate Presidential Proclamation. 

We will be grateful for any help you might be able to give us. 

William M. Nichols, Esquire 
General Counsel 
Executive Office of the President 
Office of Management and Budget 
Washington, D.C. 20503 

Sincerely, 

~~~ 
Monroe H. Freedman 

Suite 832, 425 13th Street, NW Washington, DC 20004 
202-724-0779 



PUBLIC LAW 96-388-OCT. 7, 1980 94 STAT. 1547 

Public Law 96-388 
_96th Congress 

An Act 

To establish the United S1.31.es Holocaust Memoriitl Council. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United Stales of ATTU?rica in Congress assembled, That there is hereby 
established the United States Holocaust Memorial Council (herein­
nfter in this Act referred to as the "Council"). The Council shall-

(1) provide for appropriate ways for the Nation to commemo­
rate the Days of Remembrance, as an annual, national, civic 
commemoration of the holocaust, and shall encourage and spon­
sor appropriate observances of such Days of Remembrance 
throughout the United States; 

(2) plan, construct, and oversee the operation of, a permanent 
living memorial museum to the victims of the holocaust, in 
cooperation with the Secretary of the Interior and other Federal 
agencies as provided in section 5; and 

(3) develop a plan for carrying out the recommendations of the 
President's Commission on the Holocaust in its report to the 
President of September 27, 1979, to the extent such recommenda­
tions are not otherwise provided for in this Act. 

SEC. 2. (a) The Council shall consist of sixty voting members 
appointed (except as otherwise provided in this section) by the 
President and the following ex officio nonvoting members: 

(1) one appointed by the Secretary of the Interior; 
(2) one appointed by the Secretary ofState, and 
(3) one appointed by the Secret.ary of Education. 

Of the sixty voting members, five sha ll be appointed by the Speaker of 
the United States House of Representatives from among members of 
the United States House of Representatives and five shall be 
appointed by the President pro tempore of the United States Senate 
upon the recommendation of the majority and minority leaders from 
among members of the United States Senate. Any vacancy in the 
Council shall be filled in the same manner as the original appoint­
ment was made. 

(b) The members of the United States Holocaust Memorial Council, 
as in effect immediately before the date of the enactment of this Act, 
are hereby designated as the initial members of the Council. Such 
initial members (other than the initial members appointed from the 
United States Senate or the U:nited States House of Representatives) 
shall serve terms as follows: 

(1) All initial members shall serve until January 15, 1986. 
(2) On January 15, 1986, the terms of ten of such initial 

members, as designated in the bylaws of the Council, shall 
terminate. 

(3) On January 15 of each year thereafter through 1990 the 
terms often otl:1er initial members, as designated in the bylaws of 
the Council, shall terminate. 

The terms of the initial members appointed.-from the United States 
Senate or the United States House of Representatives shall expire 

Oct. 7, 1980 
[H.R. 8081) 

U.S. Holocaust 
Memorial 
Council. 
F.st.Ablishmenl . 
36 USC 1401. 
Commemora­
tion. 

Memorial 
museum. 

President's 
Commission on 
the Holocaust .. 
GPO Stock No. 
052-003- 007-
07- 0. 
Membership; 
appointment. 
36 use 1402. 

Initial members. 

Terms. 
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Terms. 

Vncancif,S. 

Officers. 

Initial officers. 

Reappointments. 

Pay. 
36 USC 1403. 

5 use 5332 note. 

Travel expenses. 

Bylaws; quorum. 
36 USC 1404. 

Experts and 
consultants. 

5 USC 5332 note. 
Contracts. 

upon the expiration of the term of Congress in session at the ti.me of 
the enactment of this Act. 

(cXl) Except as provided in subsection (b) with respect to the initial 
members of the Council and except as otherwise provided in this 
subsection, Council members shall serve for five-year terms. _ _ 

(2) The terms of the five members of the United Stales House of 
Representatives and the five members of the United States Senate 
appointed during any term of Congress shall each expire at the end of 
such term of Congress. 

(3) Any member appointed to fill a vacancy occurring before the 
expiration of the term for which his predecessor was appointed shall 
be appointed only for the remainder of such term. A- member, other 
than a Member of Congress appointed l>y the Speaker of the United 
States House of Representatives or the President pro tempore of the 
United States Senate, may serve after the expiration of his term until 
his successor has taken office. 

(dXl) Except as provided in paragraph (2), the Chairperson and 
Vice Chairperson of the Council shall be appointed by the President 
from among the members of the Council and such Chairperson and 
Vice Chairperson shall each serve for terms of five years. Vacancies 
in the offices of Chairperson and Vice Chairperson shall be filled, as 
they arise, by appointment of the President. 

(2) The Chairperson and Vice Chairperson of the United States 
Holocaust Memorial Council, as in effect immediately before the date 
of the enactment of this Act, are hereby designated respectively as 
the initial Chairperson and Vice Chairperson of the Council. Such 
initial Chairperson and Vice Chairperson shall serve until January 
15, 1986. . 

(e) Members whose terms expire may be reappointed, an<;l the 
Chairperson and Vice Chairperson may be reappointed to those 
offices. 

SEC. 3. (a) Except as provided in subsection (b), members of the 
Council are each authorized to be paid the daily equivalent of the 
maximum annual rate of basic pay in effect for grade GS-18 of the 
General Schedule for each day (including traveltime) during which 
they are engaged in the actual performance of duties of the Council. 
While away from their homes or regular places of business in the 
performance of services for the Council, members of the Council shall 
be allowed travel expenses, including per diem in lieu of subsistence, 
in the same manner as persons employed intermittently in Govern­
ment service are allowed expenses under section 5703 of title 5 of the 
United States Code. 

(b) Members of the Council who are full-time officers or employees 
of the United States or Members of the Congress shall receive no 
additional pay by reason of their service on the Council. . 

SEC. 4. (a) The Council shall adopt bylaws to carry out its functions 
under this AcL One-third of the members of the Council shall 
constitute a quorum, and any vacancy in the Council shall not affect 
its _powers to function. 

(b) The Council may obtain the services of experts and consultants 
' in accordance with the provisions of section 3109 of title 5, United 
States Code, at rates not to exceed the daily equivalent of the 
maximum annual rate or basic pay in effect for grade GS-18 of the 
General Schedule. 

(c) The Council may, in accordance with applicable law, enter into 
contracts and other arrangements with public agencies and with 
private organization.'3 and persons and may make such payments as 
may be necessary to carry out its functions under this Act. 
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(d) 'I11e Secretary of the Smithsonian Institution, the Library of Other Federal 
Congress, and all executive branch departments, agencies, and estab- :~: i~t~~e. 
lishments of the United States may assist the Council in the perform-
ance of its functions under this Act. 

(e) The Secretary of the Interior may provide administrative Administrative 
services and support to the Council on a reimbursable basis. services. 

SEC. 5. (a) The Council shall, without regard to section 53ll(b) of _f;xeculive - · 
title?• United St.ates (?>de, have an Executive Dire~tor who shall ~e fi;'u~ri

465 appointed by the President upon the recommendat10n of the Chair- · 
person of the Council and who shall be paid at a rate not to exceed the 
maximum rate of basic pay payable for GS-18 of the General 
s~~~a . 

(b) Without regard to section 53ll(b) of title 5, United States Code 
the Executive Director may appoint and fix the pay of such additional 
personnel as he considers appropriate. The Executive Director and 
st.a ff of the Council shall be appointed subject to the provisions of title 
5, United States Code, governing appointments ir. the competitive 
service, and shall be paid in accordance with the provisions of chapter 

5 USC 53'.12 note. 
Additional 
personnel. 
Appointment. 

51 and subchapter III of chapter 53 of such title relating to classifica- 5 USC 5101 et 
tion and General Schedule pay rates. seq., 5-331. 

· SEC. 6. (a) For purposes of establishing the memorial museum Memorial 
referred to in paragraph (2) of the first section of this Act, any musPnm, real 
d d S properly 

epartment, agency, or instrumentality of the Unite tates is tnnsfer. 
authorized to transfer to the administrative jurisdiction of the 36 use H06. 
Council, with the approval of the Secretary of the Interior in 
consultation with the Commission of Fine Arts and the National 
Capital Planning Commission, any real property in the District of 
Columbia which is under the administrative jurisdiction of such 
department, agency, or instrumentality and which is deemed suitable 
by the Council for such memorial. With the approval of the Secretary Real property 
of the Interior, in consultation with the.Commission of Fine Arts and· purchase. 
the National Capital Planning Commission, the Council may pur-
chase, with the consent of the owner thereof, any real property 
within the District of Columbia which it deems suitable for purposes 
of establishing such memorial museum. 

(b) The architectural design for such memorial museum shall be Architectural 
subject to the approva of the Secretary of the Interior, in consul ta- design. approval. 
tion with the Commission of Fine Arlq an_d the Nntional Capital 
Planning Commission. 

(c) The authority conferred pursuant to this Act for the construe- Lapse of 
tion and operation of the memorial museum shall lapse on the date authority. 
five years after the date of the enactment of this Act unless (1) the 
erection or establishment of such memorial is commen~ed within 
such five year period, and (2) prior to the commencement, the 
Secretary of the Interior certifies that funds are available in an 
amount sufficient, in the judgment of the Secretary, to ensure 
completion of the memorial museum. 

SEC. 7. The Council may solicit, accept, hold, administer, and use 
gifts, bequests, and devises of property, both real and personal, to aid 
or facilitate the construction, maintenance, and ope:ration of the 
memorial. Property may be accepted pursuant to this section, and the 
property and the proceeds thereof used as nearly as possible in 
accordance with the terms of the gift, bequest, or devise donating 

Gift, bequests, 
devices of 
properly. 
36 use 1407. 

such property. For the purposes of Federal income, estate, and gift Taxes. 
taxes, property accepted under this section shall be considered as o 
gift, bequest, or devise to the United States. 

SEC. 8. There is authorized to be appropriated to carry out the 
pu'.poses of this Act $722,000 for the fiscal year 1981, $800,000 for the 

Appropriation 
aulhoriwlion. 
36 USC 1408. 

'·· 
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Construction, 
rest ridion. 

fiscal year 1982, and $850,000 for the fiscal year 1983: Provided; 
however, That notwithstanding any other provision of this Act, none 
of the funds authorized herein may be available for construction. 
Authority to enter into contracts and to make payments under this 
Act, using funds authorized to be appropriated under this section, 
shall be effective only to the extent, and in such amounts, as provided 
in advance~ appropriation Acta. 

Approved October 7, 1980. 

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY: 

HOUSE REPORT No. 96-1347, PL 1 (Comm. on Interior and Insula r Affairs). 
C',ONGRESSIONAL RECORD, Vol. 126 (1980): 

SepL 23, considered and passed House. 
' SepL 24. considered and pn.."----ed &nale, amended. 

SepL 2.';. H ouse concurred in Senate amendments. 
WEEKLY COMPII.ATION OF PRESIDENTIAL IX)Cl.JMENTS, Vol. 16, No. 41: 

Oct. 7. r....,.id.-ntit1! s t.,te mt>nL 
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GENERAL COUNSEL 

E 'ECUTIV E OFFICE OF T HE PRESIDENT 

OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, D .C. 20503 

March 19, 1981 

MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT 

WILLIAM M .'(b,slrJ&/--FROM: 

SUBJECT: Days of Remembrance of Victims of the 
Holocaust 

Forwarded herewith is a proposed proclamation which would 
designate the period April 26 through May 3, 1981 as "Days 
of Remembrance of Victims of the Holocaust." 

This observance was held in 1979 and 1980 pursuant to 
enacted joint resolutions of the Congress. There is as yet 
no such joint resolution for 1981. However, the 96th Congress 
established the United States Holocaust Memorial Council 
last year (Public Law 96-388, copy enclosed) and directed 
it, among other things, to "provide for appropriate ways for 
the Nation to commemorate the Days of Remembrance, as an 
annual, national, civic commemoration of the holocaust, and 
shall encourage and sponsor appropriate observances of such 
Days of Remembrance throughout the United States." 

This proposed proclamation was submitted to us by the 
Director of the Memorial Council and has been revised as to 
format only. 

The proposed proclamation has the approval of the Director 
of the Office of Management and Budget. 

Enclosures 

----------



Proc. 4652 Title 3-The President 

who share our dream, and with the generations yet unborn whose very ex­
ist ence may depend upon the success of our efforts. 

We earnestly pray that all the people of the world will join us in our strug­
gle, so that one day all the earth may share the blessings of liberty, justice 
and peace. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, JIMMY CARTER, President of the United States of 
America, do hereby designate Memorial Day, Monday, May 28, 1979, as a 
day of prayer for permanent peace, and I designate the hour begim1.ing in 
each locality at 11 o'clock in the morning of that day as a time to unite in 
prayer. 

I urge the press, radio, television, and all other information media to join in 
suitable observances of this day. 

I also call upon the appropriate officials of all levels of government to fly 
the flag at half-staff until noon during Memorial Day on all buildings, 
grounds, and naval vessels throughout the United States and in all areas 
under its jurisdiction and control, and I request the people of the United 
States to display the flag at half-staff from their homes for the same cus­
tomary forenoon period. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-ninth 
day of March, in the year cif our Lord nineteen hundred seventy-nine, and 
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
third. 

JIMMY CARTER 

Proclamation 4652 of April 2, 1979 

Days of Remembrance of Victims of the Holocaust 
April 28 and 29, 1979 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

Thirty-four years ago today the United States Armed Forces liberated the 
Dachau concentration camp during the dosing days of World War II in 
Europe. Words alone cannot convey the shock and horror that accompa­
nied this tangible evidence of the Nazi regime's systematic program of 
genocide. 

Dachau and other death-centers like Buchenwald, Auschwitz and Treblinka 
were the means by which the Nazi regime murdered six million Jewish 
people and millions of other victims in a planned program of extermination. 
These crimes have few if any equals in history. Their legacy left deep moral 
scars on all humankind. No one who participated in the liberation of these 
camps or who has studied their history can ever forget-least of all the 
quarter-of-a-million survivors who found a home and built a new life in this 
country after the war. 

28 
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Proclamation 4653 of April 5, 1979 

National Maritime Day, 1979 
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During my recent trip to Israel. I visited Yad Vashem, the Israeli memorial 
to the victims of the Holocaust. I vowed then, and I repeat now, that the 
world must never permit such events ever to occur again. 

We must never forget these crimes against humanity. We mus1 study and 
understand the record of the Holocaust. From this, we must learn to remain 
eternally vigilant against all tyranny and oppression. We must rededicate 
ourselves to the principle of equality and justice for all peoples, remember­
ing the terrible fruits of bigotry and hatred. 

A joint resolution of the Congress (H.J. Res. 1014) approved September 18, 
1978, authorized and requested the President to issue a proclamation desig­
nating April 28 and 29, 1979, as "Days of Remembrance of Victims of the 
Holocaust." 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, JIMMY CARTER, President of the United States of 
America, do hereby designate April 28 and April 29, 1979, as "Days of Re­
membrance of Victims of the Holocaust." I ask the people to the United 
States to observe this solemn anniversary of the liberation of Dachau with 
appropriate study, prayers and commemoration as a tribute to the spirit of 
freedom, justice and compassion which Americans fought to preserve. 

On the recommendation of the President's Commission on the Holocaust, I 
also as.k the people of the United States to note International Holocaust 
Commemoration Day of April 24, 1979. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this second day of 
April, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred seventy-nine, and of the In­
dependence of the United States of America the two hundred and third. 

Proclamation 4653 of April 5, 1979 

National Maritime Day, 1979 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

JIMMY CARTER 

The influence and the importance of the American Merchant Marine extend 
well beyond our thriving ports. It affects all Americans. Our Merchant 
Marine carries the products of our farms and factories to consumers in our 
domestic trades, among our fifty States and possessions, and links the U.S. 
industrial and agricultural heartland with our overseas trading partners. 
Most of the gross tonnage carried in U.S. foreign trade is waterborne. 

In addition to their vital role in commerce and trade, America's shipping 
a?d_ shipbuilding industries have distinguished themselves in providing lo­
gistic and combat support to our armed forces in times of war. 

The men and women of our Merchant Marine can be justly proud of their 
contributions to our Nation's economy and national defense. In these dual 

29 
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Ad111i11ist ration of Jimmy Cart er, 1978 

Reception Honoring 
Armenian Americans 
R emarks at the White Ilouse R eception. 
May 16, 1978 

THE PRESIDENT. The first thing I want to 
say is that it is a n honor for Rosalynn and 
me to have you here in our home, which 
is also your home. 

In preparation for the previous meet­
ing that I had with your group in the 
Roosevelt Room in the West Wing, I went 
back and studied some of the history of 
the Armenian people. And I, again, am 
impressed with the tremendous contribu­
tion that you've made to our own Nation, 
the high examples that you've set in lead­
ership, in music, arts, in business, in 
politics, in education, and in your sound 
political judgment in choosing to be Dem­
ocrats-[laughter]- also in your very 
early support of me when I ran for Presi­
dent. Yours was the first group that had 
confidence in me, and I will always re­
member it. And your help for our party 
and ·our country is something that I ap­
preciate very much. 

As one of the oldest people in the world, 
you have, I think, struggled with great 
courage and tenacity to preserve your own 
identity, your O\,·n customs, and, too, in 
a very modest way, let the world come to 
appreciate what you've accomplished. 

I feel close to you because you were the 
first Christian people, first Christian na­
tion, and because of that, your deep reli- · 
gious beliefs, I doubt that any other 
people have ever suffered more. I know 
that through the early years of the foun­
dation of your people's home, you suf­
fered a great deal. But it's generally not 
known in the world that in the )'ears pre­
ceding 19 I 6, there was a concerted effort 
made to eliminate all the Armenian 
people, probably one of the greatest trag­
edies that ever befell any group. And 

916 

there weren't any Nuremberg tri als. 
There weren't any high public figures who 
recognized how much you and your f:11ni­
lies had to suffer. 

Well, I feel , ·ery deeply that I, as Pre5i­
dent, ought to make sure that this is never 
forgotten, not only the tragedy of your 
history but also the present contributiom 
that you make and the bright future that 
you have. --

I'm very grateful that there are about a 
million Armenian Americans who pro\·idr: 
stability in a unique place in our Nation ':< 
social and political structure, and I'm \·ery 
grateful to you. 

I might add one other thing. You are 
very generous people. Some of you have 
become quite influential, quite affluent, 
and quite famous because of your superb 
achievements. And this is a matter of 
great pride to me as it is to you. 

So, I just wanted to let you know that, 
in a few words, as President, and on 
behalf of the American people, I appre­
ciate what you are. 

Thank you very much. 
CLEMENT Co:--GER. ?-.fr. President, :i\frs. 

Carter, as Curator of the ·white House, it 
gives me great pleasure to inform you that 
the Committee for the Preservation of 
the White House accepts with great pleas­
ure two very importa~t gifts of American 
paintings being given by the Manoogian 
family. They are, on the left, "Barn in 
Winter" by N. C. Wyeth, and on the 
right, "The Red Mill" by Ernest Lawson, 
AmP-rican imrres~ion'.st art. A::id I k:-iow 
that all of us realize that President and 
Mrs. Carter are very impressed with 
American impressionist artists. 

I th ink Mr. Richard Manoogian would 
like to say just a word b efore we accept 
them. 

MR. MANOO~IAN. Mr. President and 
Mrs. Carter, on behalf of the Manoogian 
family, I'm very pleased to present these 
paintings to the permanent ,.Yhite House 
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collec tion. And I belie\·e I sp eak for a ll the 
Armeni ans present to extend to you our 
appreciation and th anks for inviting us 
today, and we're looking forward to 
coming back over the next 7 years. Thank 
you. 

}.fas . CARTER. I want to thank you, too, 
for these paintings. One of the things that 
we need in the ,vhite House is a -good 
collection of American paintings. And I 
really appreciate this contribution. And I 
\\"ant to welcome all of you here today. 
It's just a great pleasure for us to have you 
here with us. 

THE PRESIDENT. One of the things that 
we enjoy here in the \\lhite House is hav­
ing come to visit our Nation, world 
leaders, kings, and prime ministers, chan­
cellors, presidents. One of our most im­
portant visitors was Chancellor Schmidt 
from Germany. And when he came, we 
wanted to be sure, as one of our chief 
allies in preserving world peace, that ':e 
had the best entertainment that was avail­
able in our country, and we had Lili 
Chookasian to sing for us that night. It 
was a wonderful evening. And she hon­
ored us by being here. And this afternoon 
it's I know with a \\·arm sense of com­
~;n appre~iation that you and I now 
welcome Lili to sing for us again. 

Ms. CttoOKASIAN. May I say, Mr. 
Presid ent and :Mrs. Carter, that it's in­
deed my pleasure. It's just unbelievable 
to be back here within a year. And my 
pianist is going to be Mr. Shahan Asranee. 

The first number I'm going to sing is 
ca lled "Siranitzar," which is translated 
"Apricot Tree." The lover is begging 
the apricot tree not to bear a ny fruit be­
cause his sweetheart has left him, and his 
sorrow is as deep as the deepest ocean. 

K OTE : The President spoke at 4: 33 p .rn. at 
the reception held for Armeniat: Arner!c~n 
leaders of business, labor, edu cational, c1v1c, 
and religious organizations in the East Room 
at the White H ouse. 

Visit of President Kenneth D. 
K~unda of Zambia 
R emarks at the Welcoming Ceremony. 
May 17, 1978 

PRESIDENT CARTER. It's a great honor for 
me as President of the United States to 
welcom e to our country a grea!_!!J~n and 
a fri end, K enneth Kaunda, the President 
of Zambia. 

The last time he was here was 3 years 
ago. His wife, Betty, was with him. And 
they captured the hearts of Americans by 
an impromptu musical performa nce that 
was brought back to my own memory by · 
his sincrincr of the words of the n ational 
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anthem, a few minutes ago, of hJ.S fine 
country. 

Since tha t v1s1t, in 3 years, a lot has 
h appened. Momentous chan~es have. o~­
curred and are presently takmg place m 
the southern part of Africa. 

His neighbors are standing in admira­
tion of his leadership and using the ex­
ample set by this great ma~ as a _vision 
of what might be accomplished m the 
countries still in turmoil, where human 
rights have not been achieved, and where 
many black people are deprived of ~he 
ri crht to vote, to participa te in the shapmg 
o{ their own government's policy, their 
own destiny, and are also deprived of the 
right of equality of opportunity and life. 

President Kaunda is a deeply religious 
man. And the principk:s of his Chri!-tian 
beliefs have shaped his private and his 
public life. He's an idealist. He's a man 
of great integrity which has never _been 
questioned . H e's a man who has provided, 
a moncr the fron tline sta te leaders, a con­
stant : ,ision or perception of what might 
be in his neighboring state of Zimbabwe, 
or Rhodesia. He's a good partner for us. 

I think it's accurate to say that our 
hopes for a future life in Rhodesia is t?e 
same as his. \Ve want to see a community 
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