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Dr. Gregg C. Donaldson 
RD 1, Box 202 
Buffalo Mills, Pennsylvania 15534 

Dear Dr. Donaldson: 

United States Depart merit of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

MAY 20 a 

I am replying to your message to President Reagan 
concerning the disturbances in the West Bank and Gaza and U.S. 
policy toward Israel. 

The United States has watched with profound concern the 
pattern of violence in the occupied territories which began in 
early December. We are deeply grieved by the loss of life and 
by the large number of people who have been wounded. Such 
events threaten the well-being of both Palestinians and 
Israelis and harm the prospects for a peaceful resolution of 
the forty-year-old Arab-Israeli conflict. 

The absence of peace and the resulting twenty-one years of 
Israeli occupation of the West Bank and Gaza have exacted a 
toll on the 1.5 million Palestinians in the territories and on 
the citizens of Israel as well. In the absence of a political 
agreement between the parties, the prevailing atmosphere has 
been one of mutual tension and mistrust. This environment has 
contributed to the recent violent protests by Palestinians and 
has prompted harsh security measures by Israeli authorities to 
restore order. 

The United States has repeatedly urged both sides to adopt 
practices that avoid unnecessary confrontation and calm ten­
sions. We oppose the use of lethal force and consider beatings 
and deportation to be counterproductive to the peace process 
and Arab-Israeli reconciliation. At the same time, we ac­
knowledge the need for the preservation of public safety and 
believe that the Israelis have the right to seek the resto­
ration of order in the occupied territories. We have taken a 
stance in the UN Security Council consistent with our overall 
assessment of the situation, while also noting that we do not 
believe that the Council should dwell repeatedly on the same 
issues. 

j 
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The current unrest underscores the urgent need for move­
ment in the Middle East peace process. In our view, direct 
negotiations based on UN Security Council Resolutions 242 and 
338, entered into and concluded by the parties to the conflict 
freely and without coercion, offer the best hope of ensuring 
security and recognition for Israel and realization of the le­
gitimate rights of the Palestinians. We hope that a revital­
ized peace process will lead soon to a substantial change in 
conditions in the West Bank and Gaza. 

A fundamental aspect of U.S. involvement in the peace pro­
cess is our historic and moral commitment to the security of 
Israel. President Reagan emphasized in his September 1982 
Middle East initiative that, in order for the peace process to 
succeed, the security and legitimacy of Israel must be as­
sured. Our military and economic assistance reflects this U.S. 
commitment to Israel as a free and democratic state and helps 
to give Israel the confidence to move forward in the search for 
peace. 

We hope that all the parties involved will regard the dis­
turbances as a challenge to work harder on practical steps to 
bring about reconciliation, negotiations, and peace. We will 
continue to be involved and do our best to move the peace pro­
cess forward. 

I am sending the enclosed material in the belief that you 
will find it of interest. 

Enclosure. 

Sincerely yours, 

Charles E. Redman 
Assistant Secretary 

for Public Affairs and 
Department Spokesman 

jJ 



President Ronald Reagan 
Washington D.C. 
United States of America 

Dear President Reagan= 

Gregg Donaldson, M.D. 8814490 
RD 1 Box 202 5 8 0 Q 6 2 
Buffalo Mills, Pa. 

15534 

April 24, 1988 

Concerning the recent events in the Middle East , as an American 

citizen I am compelled to speak out about my government's policy on 

the Israeli/Palestinian situation. 

Having lived now for the past 4~ years in the Middle East 

(lordan and t~e UniteJLA..c:ab._Emirates}, and having made many Christ­

ian and Muslim arab friends (including Christian and Musli■ 

Palestinians), and having grown up in a predominently Jewish suburb 

Washington D.C. with some of my best friends being Jewish and 

I believe I am speaking from a relatively well informed 

that my government refuses to condemn publicly 

the way in which the Israeli government has chosen to try to bring 

the Palestinian uprising under control. By saying little against 

their methods and by vetoing U.N. Security Council resolutions 

condemning what most of the world has seen on their television 

screens, we are silently agreeing with their methods of brute force, 

intimidation, and harassment. I along with others watched arms being 

broken by rocks, olive trees owned by Palestinians and a world 

symbol of life and peace, being bulldozed down, and houses being 

blown up in reprisals. And let us not kid ourselves by saying ... ahh 

but these are just isolated instances. They are not! When the 

Israeli 1overn■ent controls access to areas, not only to the press 

but to any outsiders, you know there is something to hide! 

In the United States our criminal code convicts those that aid 

and abet others in the co■■ission of a crime. The U.S . government 

stands to be convicted of the acts of the Israeli government because 

of our aid and refusal to stand up to the spoiled child. Vou know as 

well as I the Israeli governmen~ could not exist without U.S. 

eco■o■ic and ■ilitary aid. Thus the U.S. government , as an 

accomplice, helped commit the murder of Khalil Al Wazir, Abu Jihaad. 
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No matter what he had done in the past. he was not charged and 

brought to trial but murdered. The U.S. i s further implicated by 

complicity in the invasion of a sovereign country by a commando 

force, without due process of law and without cause. The U. S. 

government . which includes you and I. is guilty by association. And 

I refuse to accept that guilt and so I must speak out! 

We are not living by our own constitution. We do not believe in 

the preamble of our constitution when it is not politically 

expedient. Inalienable rights only apply when expedient. We believe 

in the rights of black South Africans because we are against 

apartheid . We speak out against the South African government and 

pass sanctions. but we do not believe in the rights of Palestinians . 

Review your history on how this mess was created . How would you like 

it if an international commission decided to give the city ~f 

Philade l phia or Pittsburg to an oppressed people and demanded you to 

leave or get out. Tough luck that you own this or that or your paid­

for-house that has been passed down from generation to generation is 

there . 

It amazes me to see that people who experienced some of the 

worst civil rights abuses are now using some of the same principl es 

and methods of force, intimidation, and expulsion to others who they 

now control. 

May we not be guilty of standing by and helping those we could 

help if only we had the courage to do so. And may we not be guilty 

of accepting the excuse that we the Israelies suffered so much in 

the past, that any means justifies the end. Remember the Israeli 

attack on the USS Liberty? 

Do I have a solution? Possibly. The U.S. stands up to the 

spoiled child and says you either stop abusing the civil rights of 

your residents. Palest i ni ans and Israelies. or you go it alone 

economically and militarily . 

Do we really want peace in Palistine? If so maybe we could 

tell the Israeli government to give back the West Bank, Gaza Strip, 
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and the Golan Heights (a return to the pre-war boundries) and make 

way for the creation of a Palastinian nation, and then sign a mutua l 

defense pac with Israel and essentially say to all its neighbors if 

you attack Israel you attack us and we will "knock your block off" 

if you do such a foo l hardy thing. You know it just might work. 

A concerned citizen, 

1!.~n.s~on~~o 
P. O. Box 1016 

Al Al o , Abu Dhabj 

Un i ted Arab Emirates 

Un t ll June 1 , ! 988 
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· · President Ronald Reagan 
Washington D.C. 
United States of America 

Dear President Reagan: 

Gregg Donaldson, M. o. -8814490 
RD 1 Box_ 202 5 8 Q Q 6 2 
Buffalo Mills, Pa. · · 

15534 

April 24, 1988 

Concerning the recent events in the Middle East, as an American 

citizen I am compelled to speak ou·t about my government's policy on 

the Israeli/Palestinian situation. 

Having lived now for the past 4~ years in the Middle East 

( ordan_ and the United.. ab E irates and having made many Christ-

ian and Muslim arab friends (including Christian and Muslim 

Palestinians), and having grown up in a predominently Jewish suburb 

D.C. with so■e of my best friends being Jewish and \\Y't\ of Washington 

\_}~ ~ ~ pro-Israel, I believe I a■ speaking from a relatively well informed 

_\' point of view. 

I am asha■ed that ■Y government refuses to condemn publicly 

the way in which the Israeli government has chosen to try to bring 

the Palestinian uprising under control. By saying little against 

their methods and by vetoing U.N. Security Council resolutions 

condemning what ost of the world has seen on their television 

screens, we are silently agreeing with their methods of brute force, 

intimidation, and harassment. I along with others watched arms being 

broken by rocks, olive trees owned by Palestinians and a world 

symbol of life and peace, being bulldozed down, and houses being 

blown up in reprisals. And let us not kid ourselves by saying ... ahh 

but these are just isolated instances. They are not! When the 

Israeli govern•ent controls access to areas, not only to the press 

but to any outsiders, you know there is something to hide! 

In the United States our criminal code convicts those that aid 

and abet others in the commission of a crime. The U.S. government 

stands to be convicted of the acts of the Israeli government because 

of our aid and refusal to stand up to the spoiled child. You know as 

well as I the Israeli government could not exist without U.S. 

ecomomic and military aid. Thus the U.S. government, as an 

accomplice, helped commit the murder of Khalil Al Wazir, Abu Jihaad. 
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No matter what he had done in the past, he was not charged and 

brought to trial but murdered. The U.S. is further implicated by 

complicity in the invasion of a sovereign country by a commando 

force, without due process of law and without cause. The U.S. 

government, which includes you and I, is guilty by association. And 

I refuse to accept that guilt and so I must speak out! 

We are not living by our own constitution. We do not believe in 

the preamble of our constitution when it is not politically 

expedient. Inalienable rights only apply when expedient. We believe 

in the rights of black South Africans because we are against 

apartheid. We speak out against the South African government and 

pass sanctions, but we do not believe in the rights of Palestinians. 

Review your history on bow this mess was created. How would you like 

it if an international commission decided to give the city of 

Philadelphia or Pittsburg to an oppressed people and demanded you to 

leave or get out. Tough luck that you own this or that or your paid­

for-house that has been passed down from generation to generation is 

there. 

It amazes e to see that people who experienced some of the 

worst civil rights abuses are now using some of the same principles 

and methods of force, intimidation, and expulsion to others who they 

now control. 

May we not be guilty of standing by and helping those we could 

help if only we had the courage to do so. And may we not be guilty 

of accepting the excuse that we the Israelies suffered so much in 

the past, that any eans justifies the end. Remember the Israeli 

attack on the USS Liberty? 

Do I have a solution? Possibly. The U.S. stands up to the 

spoiled child and says you either stop abusing the civil rights of 

your residents, Palestinians and Israelies, or you go it alone 

economically and militarily. 

Do we really want peace in Palistine? If so maybe we could 

tell the Israeli government to give back the West Bank, Gaza Strip, 
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.and the Golan Heights (a return to the pre-war boundries) and make 

way for the creation of a Palastinian nation, and then sign a mutual 

defense pac with Israel and essentially say to all its neighbors if 

you attack Israel you attack us and we will nknock your block offn 

if you do such a fool hardy thing. You know it just might work. 

A concerned citizen, 

1-:.n:n.:~ .. ?M~o 
P.O. Box 1016 

Al Ain, Abu Dhabi 

United Arab Emirates 

Until June 1, !988 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

SUBJECT 

S/S 8733189 
United States Department of State 

Washington , D.C. 20520 

November 18, 1987 

Mr. Grant S. Green 
National Security Council Staff 

Alerting NSCS on Presidential 
Correspondence 

Enclosed is the original of a letter to President Reagan 
from President Chaim Herzog of the State of Israel 
which is transmitted for your information. 

This correspondence was received in the Information Manage­
ment Section of the Executive Secretariat on November 18, 1987. 
A copy has been assigned to the appropriate bureau for action. 

~16!,/2 
Information Management Section 

Executive Secretariat 
647-3836 



EMBASSY OF ISRAEL 

WASH I NG TON , D , C . 

~.K,rv" ri,,.,,,rv 
1,ro,~.,rv, 

8733189 

A0/1108 November 16, 1987 

My dear Mr. President, 

I have been asked by President Chaim Herzog to transmit 
to you the following message: 

"To: H. E. Ronald Reagan, President of the United 
States of America 

On our return to Israel from the historic first 
State Visit of the President of the State of Israel 
to the United States, I hasten to send you on 
behalf of Aura and myself our heartfelt gratitude 
and appreciation for the wonderful welcome accorded 
us and for a visit which will long live in our 
memories. The relations between the United States 
and Israel have been special ones, based as they 
are on human values and conmon principles, but you 
have succeeded i n elevating t hem to new heights. I 
sincerely hope and pray that you will enable us to 
receive Mrs . Reagan and yourself in Israel so that 
you can f eel at first hand the gratitude and 
appreciation of t he nation. 

Aura joins me in sending Mrs. Reagan and yourself 
our warmest wishes. 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

In friendship, 

(sd . ) 
Chaim Herzog 

President of Israel 

Sincerely, 
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EMBASSY OF ISRAEL 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20008 

Address Correction Requested 

Return Postage Guaranteed 

Ambassador Arad 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 
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A copy has been assigned to the appropriate bureau for action. 

~1~g/2 
Information Management Section 

Executive Secretariat 
647-3836 



■ 

8?1vav 1a P4: l4 



EMBASSY OF ISRAEL 

WASHINGTON , D . C . 

SN,~" .n,,.,~..:,~ 
ii~'J"~, 

8733189 

A0/1108 November 16, 1987 

My dear Mr. President, 

I have been asked by President Chaim Herzog to transmit 
to you the following message: 

"To: H. E. Ronald Reagan, President of the United 
States of America 

On our return to Israel from the historic first 
State Visit of the President of the State of Israel 
to the United States, I hasten to send you on 
behalf of Aura and myself our heartfelt gratitude 
and appreciation for the wonderful welcome accorded 
us and for a visit which will long live in our 
meroories. The relations between the United States 
and Israel have been special ones, based as they 
are on human values and common principles, but you 
have succeeded in elevating them to new heights. I 
sincerely hope and pray that you will enable us to 
receive Mrs. Reagan and yourself in Israel so that 
you can feel at first hand the gratitude and 
appreciation of the nation. 

Aura joins me in sending Mrs. Reagan and yourself 
our warmest wishes. 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

In friendship, 

(sd.) 
Chaim Herzog 

President of Israel 

Sincerely, 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 9, 1988 

Dear Sam: 

I have taken the liberty of 2 assing your 
letter on to Secretary Georg e Shultz and 
Gen 1 Colin Powell. 

I enjoyed our visit, although it was very 
brief. I especially appreciate your well 
thought out observations. 

Best personal regards. 

Chi 

...,.....,..w.liiWo..,_,._~· -=l -=-1 i am Sax 
Laventhol & Horwath 
300 S. Riverside Plaza 
Suite 1110 
Chicago, IL 60606 

HHB: nsw 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH I NG TON 

May 9, 1988 

MEMORANDUM FOR SECRETARY GEORGE SHULTZ 
GENERAL COLIN POWELL 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

HOWARD H. BAKER, JR. 

Samuel Wm. Sax 

Sammy Sax, from Chicago, is a prominent member of the Jewish 
community in that city. He passed along these thoughts to me 
which I thought might be useful. 

Attachment 



April 7, 1988 

TO: 

FROM: 

Senator Howard Baker 
Chief of Staff 
WHITE HOUSE 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Samuel Wm. Sax 

Dear Howard: 

Thank you for the time Thursday and the request for this note. The 
Arab-Israeli war is just that • • • a war! The main point of my 
comments to you were that the perceived politics of the current 
round of diplomacy was confusing to the audiences that I have 
addressed as recently as the Illinois Primary. 

These groups, mostly Jewish War Veterans and the like, stated, over 
and over, that the administration appears to have abandoned the 
Camp David process in favor of an international conference. 
Translated, the Camp David accord was between President Carter and 
Prime Minister Begin, but not between the Republican party and the 
Labor Party in Israel. It appears that this Administration favors 
the Labor Party. 

I talked to friends in Israel this morning covering both sides of 
the political spectrum, and they said that Secretary Shultz was 
clear, direct and humanistic on Israeli television, and that the 
intellectuals and upper class in the country respected him. 
However, the masses hated his going to the public and not through 
the "chain of command• i.e., the Prime Minister. For the the 
majority of the Israeli viewing audiences, this is a new ex­
perience. They are simply not used to that method. Sunday's New 
York Times further supports my observations. The article by Abba 
Eban states that he would have preferred to follow the procedures 
and composition of the 1973 Geneva Conference with American and 
Soviet leadership alone. Governor Dukakis, announced he now favors 
the notion that the United States should support the framework 
established by the Camp David accords in 1978 for the future of the 
Westbank and Gaza, after having earlier supported the letter from 
thirty Senators supporting Secretary Shultz. 

I think we both agree that the situation in the area is a grid 
lock, and coupled with the elections this year in both countries, 
it is a very hard environment. Here are some suggestions: 



Senator Howard Baker 
April 7, 1988 
Page 2. 

Reintroduce, at least for public relations purposes, 
some recognition of the Camp David Process. You might 
consider having President Reagan ask the Secretary of 
State, upon his return, to brief President Carter either 
privately or publicly. 

Given the extraordinary strength, leadership, and 
humanity of President Reagan, I think it is possible to 
invite low level military dialogue, perhaps through the 
Naval War College and the like. In fact, there is a 
precedent since General Magdoub of Egypt and General 
Tamir and others spent an entire year at the Madison 
Hotel in such dialogue prior to Camp David. 

Of the four key Israeli players, Shamir, Sharon, Peres 
and Rabin, Rabin and Sharon probably will give the most 
credibility to any plan, and they voted in favor of Camp 
David. 

I certainly hope and pray that the Secretary of State will get 
something going. 

With warm regards, 

~ 
__ -samuel Wm. Sax 

SS:kmc 
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United States Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

Merle Thorpe, Jr. 
Foundation for Middle 
East Peace 
Suite 800 
555 13th Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20004 

Dear Mr. Thorpe: 

July 8, 1988 

I have been asked to respond on behalf of the President to 
your letter of June 24, 1988 concerning Israeli human rights 
practices on the West Bank. Many of these concerns were 
addressed in our response to your letter of May 27, 1988 which 
was addressed to John Whitehead. 

.. ,, : 2 
Regarding the overall U.S. approach to the Arab-Israel~ ~. 

~ 

conflict, between February and June 1988 Secretary Shultz ' 
traveled three times to the Middle East to promote a new : ' 
initiative to reinvigorate the search for peace. Although 
there have not yet been any major breakthroughs, none of the 
parties to the conflict has suggested that the U.S. initiative 
be abandoned or that our efforts should stop; on the contrary, 
all recognized the dangers inherent in the status quo and urged 
that we continue to work to bring about negotiations. 

In the period ahead, the United States will remain heavily 
involved and in close touch with the parties. We are willing 
to help shape opportunities that exist and to discuss the 
details required to launch a realistic negotiating process. 
There will be no diminution of the American effort. We are 
confident of our initiative, confident of the desire of the 
parties to proceed, and confident that the peace process can be 
carried forward. 

Sincerely, 

John Holzman, Acting Director 
Office of Israel and 
Arab/Israeli Affairs 
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SUBJECT: REQUESTS THAT THE PRESIDENT PROTEST TO 
DEFENSE MINISTER RABIN, THE ISRAELI PRACTICES 
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PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486. 

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
(OR DRAFT) TO: 

AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE, 20500 
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DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 
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FOUNDATION FOR MIDDLE EAST PEACE 

SUITE 800 

555 13TH STREET, N. w. 
WASHINGTON, D. C . 20004-1109 

(202) 637- 6558 

June 24, 1988 

The Honorable Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

Apropos your meeting with Defense 
Minister Rabin next week, may I call your 
attention to the enclosed joint statement 

8820324 

of fourteen U.S.-based charitable organizations 
working with Palestinians in the West Bank 
who believe that Israeli practices there are 
"inconsistent with universally recognized 
norms of behavior." The organizations request 
that you protest these practices to the highest 
levels of the Israeli Government. 

It is my hope that this statement 
will influence you in your discussion with Mr. 
Rabin. 

-----t~ru1;£:_ 
erle Thorpe, Jr. 

President 

Enclosure 



FOUNDATION FOR MIDDLE EAST PEACE 

SUITE 800 
555 13TH STREET, N. w. 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20004-1109 

(202) 637- 6558 

June 24, 1988 

The Honorable Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

Apropos your meeting with Defense 
Minister Rabin next week, may I call your 
attention to the enclosed joint statement 
of fourteen U.S.-based charitable organizations 
working with Palestinians in the West Bank 
who believe that Israeli practices there are 
"inconsistent with universally recognized 
norms of behavior." The organizations request 
that you protest these practices to the highest 
levels of the Israeli Government. 

It is my hope that this statement 
will influence you in your discussion with Mr. 
Rabin. 

....,........,..t-c.rua:;:__ 
erle Thorpe, Jr. 

President 

Enclosure 



HUMANITARIAN ORGANIZATIONS 
SPEAK ON WEST BANK AND 

GAZA CONDITIONS 

We are a group of U.S.-based charitable and development 
organizations that render humanitarian assistance to Palestinians 
in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. We are deeply concerned about 
the deterioration of conditions affecting Palestinians, particularly 
since the beginning of the popular uprising in December 1987. 
Lives today are marred by increasingly aggressive Israeli military 
practices against the civilian population. These brutalize and 
demean both Palestinians who face such treatment and Israeli 
soldiers who feel compelled to act in this way. Whatever the 
provocation, such practices are not acceptable. They are inconsist­
ent with universal ly recognized norms of behavior and violate 
principles of international law pertaining to conduct toward 
civilians under military occupation and the provision of medical 
and humanitarian assistance. 

Specific practices, many of which our personnel have witnessed, 
include: 

• systematic and indiscriminate beatings; 
• widespread use of tear gas, rubber bullets, and live 

ammunition; 
• repeated attacks on hospitals, clinics, and medical 

personnel; 
• adminisuative detentions and mass arrests; 
• protracted curfews, house demolitions, and other forms of 

collective punishment; 
• and extended closure of schools and universities. 

These practice , which will leave enduring physical and psycho­
logical scars, must be stopped immediately. 

It is imponant that the present confrontation be placed within the 
context of the long unresolved Israeli-Palestinian dispute. Ul­
timately, the protection of human rights and the end of violence can 
only be assured by a comprehensive settlement. 

As concerned U.S. organizations, we call upon our government to 
protest these practices to the highest levels of the Israeli govern­
ment, to pursue vigorously efforts to bring an end to violence on the 
ground, and to press for a solution that will realize security and self­
determination for both Palestinians and Israelis. 

Orin Parker 
Prt:sidem 
America-Mideast Educational 

Training Services, Inc. 

Asia Alderson Bennett 
Executi\·e Secretary 
American Frie11ds Service 

Committee 

Peter Gubser 
Presidem 
America11 Near East Refugee Aid 

Edward A. Hazbun 
President 
The Betblehem Association 

James E. Upchurch 
President 
Cooperative Housing Foundation 

J. Richard Butler 
Executive Director 
Church World Service 

Merle Thorpe, Jr. 
Presidem 
Foundatiollfor Middle East Peace 

Dan Connell 
Executive Director 
Grassroots h1ternational 

Hisham Sharabi 
Chairman 
The Jerusalem Fund 

John A. Lapp 
Executive Secretary 
Menllonite Central Committee 

James V. Knight 
President 
Musa Alam, Foundation 

Robert Alpern 
Director 
Unitarian Universalists 

Dale Bishop 
Middle East Executive Secretary 
United Church of Christ and 

Christian Church 

Suhail M. Miari 
Executive Director 
United Holy Land Fund 

8820324 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
3977 add-on 2 

P1-?.t11f ~f 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

1nci '\JN 21 Pi'\ \ ~ 39 
June 27, 198~;:i\.. " 

RHETT DAWSON 

PAUL SCHOTT STEVEN~ 

White House Statement on the President's 
Meeting With Israeli Defense Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin 

The President's photo opportunity with Defense Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin on Tuesday, June 28, 1988, 2:00-2:10 p.m., provides a good 
chance to reaffirm our commitment to a strong U.S.-Israeli 
relationship and reinforce a need for progress in the peace 
process. Attached is an interagency coordinated statement. We 
recommend that it be issued on Tuesday, June 28, following the 
President's meeting with the Defense Minister. 

Attachment 
Tab A White House Statement 

cc: Marlin Fitzwater 





THE WHITE HOUSE 
Office of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release June 28, 1988 

President Reagan met today with Israeli Defense Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin. During his visit Defense Minister Rabin also met with 
Vice President Bush, Secretaries Shultz and Carlucci, and 
National Security Advisor Powell. In these meetings, the 
regional environment in the Middle East, US-Israeli defense 
cooperation, and the peace process were discussed. 

The President and Vice President expressed their concern about 
ominous new military trends in the region. In particular, they ; 
called attention to the proliferation of ballistic missiles and 
chemical capabilities in the area. They observed that such 
capabilities could change the military situation, making any 
future war far more costly, difficult to control, and dangerous. 
Both the President and Vice President emphasized the need for 
international regional efforts to stop this dangerous trend. 
They also stressed that this trend puts a premium both on 
continuing US-Israeli defense cooperation, and energetically 
working for peace in the area. Given the emerging military 
trends, the joint US-Israeli effort to develop Anti-Tactical 
Ballistic Missiles (ATBMs) -- an outgrowth of research on SDI 
takes on new and increased importance. In this regard, we 
are pleased with the signing during the Minister's visit of a MOU ? 
that will implement this important joint endeavor. 

The President and Vice President paid tribute to what Defense 
Minister Rabin has done to strengthen Israeli capability for 
self-defense and its cooperation with the U.S. The 
Administration was pleased to have been able to support the 
Minister's request last July for early delivery of additional 
F-16 aircraft at the best possible price. 

Defense Minister Rabin has done much to develop our strategic 
partnership and give it substance. He has recognized 
realistically what Israel can afford to develop on its own and ~ 
in partnership with us. On issues like Lavi, he's made the tough 
decisions -- the real measure of leadership. They are necessary 
to preserve the long-term health of Israel's defense industries 
and overall security. 

The President and Vice President fully endorse the Minister's 
efforts to strengthen and support Israeli industry and research 
and development capabilities and pledged to permit Israel to use ~ 
a portion of FY 90 U.S. assistance in offshore procurement and 
directed offsets. In addition, they pledged to continue and 
intensify our work together on the SDI initiative and in other 
weapons development. 
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The President and Vice President reaffirmed America's commitment 
to Israel's security, noting that Israel could never be fully 
secure without peace. Realism and a willingness to nurture 

trather than reject) possible opportunities for peace are 
essential, as is a climate that makes negotiations possible. 
While Israel should not be expected to make concessions under the 
threat of violence, the preservation of order in the territories 
must neither provide a justification for civilian lawlessness nor 
act as an excuse for avoiding political discourse with the 
Palestinians of the West Bank and Gaza. Neither should violence 
nor controls on violence become ends in themselves, making a 
political solution more difficult. The President and Vice 
President congratulated Defense Minister Rabin for his long 
record of dedication to the pursuit of peace. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 
Office of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release June 28, 1988 

President Reagan, Vice President Bush and other top officials 
have met with Israeli Defense Minister Yitzhak Rabin over the 
past two days. 

President Reagan is pleased that shortly we will be signing an 
MOU on the joint development of Anti-Tactical Ballistic Missiles 
(ATBMs). Given emerging military trends in the Middle East, the 
joint US-Israeli effort to develop ATBMs -- an outgrowth of 
research on SDI -- takes on new and increased importance. 

The President expressed his concern about ominous new military 
developments in the region. In particular, he called attention 
to the proliferation of ballistic missiles and chemical 
capabilities. He observed that such capabilities could change 
the military situation, making any future war far more costly, 
difficult to control, and dangerous. Both the President and Vice 
President emphasized in their meetings with Minister Rabin the 
need for international efforts to stop this proliferation. They 
also stressed that these trends put a premium both on continuing 
US-Israeli defense cooperation, and energetically working for 
peace in the area. 

The President paid tribute to what Defense Minister Rabin has 
done to strengthen Israeli capability for self-defense. Defense 
Minister Rabin has also done much to develop our strategic 
partnership and give it substance. He has recognized 
realistically what Israel can develop on its own and in 
partnership with the United States. 

The President and Vice President reaffirmed America's commitment 
to Israel's security, noting that Israel could never be fully 
secure without peace. Realism and a willingness to nurture 
rather than reject possible opportunities for peace are 
essential, as is a climate that makes negotiations possible. 
While Israel should not be expected to make concessions under the 
threat of violence, the preservation of order in the territories 
must neither provide a justification for civilian lawlessness nor 
act as an excuse for avoiding political discourse with the 
Palestinians of the West Bank and Gaza. Neither should violence 
nor controls on violence become ends in themselves, making a 
political solution more difficult. 
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The President and Vice President paid tribute to what Def~ 
Minister Rabin has done to strengthen Israeli capability for 
self-defense and its cooperation with the U.S. The 
Administration was pleased to have been able to support the 
Minister's request last July for early delivery of additional 
F-16 aircraft at the best possible price. 

Defense Minister Rabin has done much to develop our strategic 
partnership and give it substance. He has recognized 
realistically what Israel can afford to develop on its own and is 
in partnership with us. On issues like Lavi, he's made the tough 
decisions -- the real measure of leadership. They are necessary 
to preserve the long-term health of Israel's defense industries 
and overall security. 

The President and Vice President fully endorse the Minister's 
efforts to strengthen and support Israeli industry and research 
and development capabilities and pledged to permit Israel to use 
a portion of FY 90 U.S. assistance in offshore procurement and 
directed offsets. In addition, they pledged to continue and 
intensify our work together on the SDI initiative and in other 
weapons development. 
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The President and Vice President reaffirmed America's commitment 
to Israel's security, noting that Israel could never be fully 
secure without peace. Realism and a willingness to nurture 
rather than reject possible opportunities for peace are 
essential, as is a climate that makes negotiations possible. 
While Israel should not be expected to make concessions under the 
threat of violence, the preservation of order in the territories 
must neither provide a justification for civilian lawlessness nor 
act as an excuse for avoiding political discourse with the 
Palestinians of the West Bank and Gaza. Neither should violence 
nor controls on violence become ends in themselves, making a 
political solution more difficult. The President and Vice 
President congratulated Defense Minister Rabin for his long 
record of dedication to the pursuit of peace. 

■ 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
Office of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release June 28, 1988 

President Reagan met today with Israeli Defense Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin. During his visit Defense Minister Rabin also met with 
Vice President Bush, Secretaries Shultz and Carlucci, and 
National Security Advisor Powell. In these meetings, the 
regional environment in the Middle East, US-Israeli defense 
cooperation, and the peace process were discussed. 

The President and Vice President expressed their concern about 
ominous new military trends in the region. In particular, they 
called attention to the proliferation of ballistic missiles and 
chemical capabilities in the area. They observed that such 
capabilities could change the military situation, making any 
future war far more costly, difficult to control, and dangerous. 
Both the President and Vice President emphasized the need for 
international regional efforts to stop this dangerous trend. 
They also stressed that this trend puts a premium both on 
continuing US-Israeli defense cooperation, and energetically 
working for peace in the area. Given the emerging military 
trends, the joint US-Israeli effort to develop Anti-Tactical 

(

Ballistic Missiles (ATBMs) -- an outgrowth of research on SDI 
takes on new and increase~im ortance. In this regard, we 
are pleased that we will ortl be signinglan MOU that will 
implement this important join endeavor. 

The President and Vice President paid tribute to what Defense 
Minister Rabin has done to strengthen Israeli capability for 
self-defense and its cooperation with the U.S. The 
Administration was pleased to have been able to support the 
Minister's request last July for early delivery of additional 
F-16 aircraft at the best possible price. 

Defense Minister Rabin has done much to develop our strategic 
partnership and give it substance. H_e has recognized 
realistically what Israel can afford to develop on its own and is 
in partnership with us. On issues like Lavi, he's made the tough 
decisions -- the real measure of leadership. They are necessary 
to preserve the long-term health of Israel's defense industries 
and overall security. 

he President and Vice President fully endorse the Minister's 
efforts to strengthen and support Israeli industry and research 
and development capabilities and pledged to permit Israel to use 
a portion of FY 90 U.S. assistance in offshore procurement and 
directed offsets. In addition, they pledged to continue and 
intensify our work together on the SDI initiative and in other 
weapons development. 
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The President and Vice President reaffirmed America's commitment 
to Israel's security, noting that Israel could never be fully 
secure without peace. Realism and a willingness to nurture 
rather than reject possible opportunities for peace are 
essential, as is a climate that makes negotiations possible. 
While Israel should not be expected to make concessions under the 
threat of violence, the preservation of order in the territories 
must neither provide a justification for civilian lawlessness nor 
act as an excuse for avoiding political discourse with the 
Palestinians of the West Bank and Gaza. Neither should violence 
nor controls on violence become ends in themselves, making a 
political solution more difficult. The President and Vice 
President congratulated Defense Minister Rabin for his long 
record of dedication to the pursuit of peace. 



SCHEDULE PROPOSAL 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

June 8, 1988 

3977 

TO: FREDERICK J. RYAN, JR., Director 
Presidential Appointments and Scheduling 

FROM: PAUL SCHOTT STEVEN~ 

REQUEST: Photo Opportunity and Brief Meeting with 
Israe~i Defense Minister Rabin 

PURPOSE: To promote progress in the Arab-Israeli 
peace process. 

BACKGROUND: Defense Minister Rabin will visit Washington 
June 27-28. He plays a central role in 
shaping Israeli policy in the Occupied 
Territories, and remains committed to a 
negotiated settlement based upon an exchange 
of territory for peace. 

PREVIOUS 
PARTICIPATION: None 

DATE AND TIME: June 27 or 28 
DURATION: 10 minutes 

LOCATION: Oval Office 

PARTICIPANTS: The President 
Defense Minister Rabin 

OUTLINE OF EVENTS: Photo opportunity and brief meeting 

REMARKS REQUIRED: To be provided by NSC 

MEDIA COVERAGE: Photo Opportunity 

RECOMMENDED BY: NSC Staff, Department of State 

OPPOSED BY: None 

cc: Torn Griscorn 

■ 



CONFIDENTIAL CONFIDENTIAL 
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

May 26, 1988 

3977 

ACTION 

SIGNED 
MEMORANDUM FOR COLIN L. POWELL 

FROM: ROBERT B. OAKLEY{JP 

SUBJECT: Presidential Photo Opportunity for 
Israeli Defense Minister Rabin 

Defense Minister Rabin will visit Washington June 27-28 at 
Secretary Carlucci's invitation. You have agreed to meet with 
Rabin on the afternoon of the 27th. I also recommend that we 
propose a ten-minute photo opportunity with the President. 

As you know, Rabin plays a central role in shaping Israeli policy 
in the Occupied Territories and in South Lebanon, and is also 
virtually co-leader of the Labor Party with Peres. He can make 
meaningful, if not major, decisions on issues relating to these 
areas, even during this electoral period. Beset by pressures 
from both ends of the Israeli political spectrum, Rabin has 
steered a middle course on problems in the Territories and 
remained committed to a negotiated settlement based upon an 
exchange of territory for peace. He has publicly called for a 
dialogue with the Palestinians. Like the Peres visit to the 
White House earlier this month, Rabin's talks here provide a good 
opportunity--without openly playing electoral politics in 
Israel--to encourage Israeli moderates and keep the pressure on 
those whose "vision" for the Territories is not only unworkable 
but dangerous for the entire region. 

Secretary Shultz, who will see Rabin separately on June 27, 
supports a brief Presidential meeting with the Defense Minister. 

M~B~~ concurs. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you approve the 

Attachment 

Proposal at Tab I. 

Disapprove ------

Tab I Schedule Proposal 

CONFIDENTIAL 
Declassify on: OADR CONFIDENTIAL 

l 



OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASHINGTON 

4047 

June 1, 1988 

MEMORANDUM FOR PAUL STEVENS 

FROM: DON GREGG U~ 

SUBJECT: VP Meeting with Israeli Minister of Defense 

The Vice President will meet with Israeli Minister of 
Defense Rabin at 3:00 p.m. on Monday, June 27, in his West Wing 
office. We would very much appreciate your providing background 
papers, talking points, and a biography for the Vice President's 
use by cob Wednesday, June 22. 

In an effort to comply with present security 
requirements, we would also appreciate your providing dates of 
birth and/or passport numbers or Social Secu rity numbers, where 
appropriate, for all visitors to the Vice President's office or 
residence. If visitors arrive in a control l ed motorcade, it is 
necessary to provide a list of names only. 

An appropriate member of the NSC staff is welcome to 
attend the meeting. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

6/13/88 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

COLIN POWELL 

FREDERICK J. RYAN, JR.1~ 

APPROVF.D PRESIDENTIAL ACTIVITY 

MEETING: Photo with Itraeli Prime Minister Rabin 

DATE: 

TIME: 

DURATION: 

LOCATION: 

June 28, 1988 

2:00 pm 

10 minutes 

Oval Office 

BACKUP LOCATION: 

REMARKS REQUIRED: To be provided by NSC 

MEDIA COVERAGE: Coordinate with Press Office 

FIRST LADY 
PARTICIPATION: No 

NOTE: · PROJECT OFFICER, SEE ATTACHED CHECKLIST 
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Is 10 minutes ok for duration? 

That's what they request. 

HCD 



SCHEDULE PROPOSAL 

TO: 

FROM: 

REQUEST: 

PURPOSE: 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

June 8, 1988 

3977 

FREDERICK J. RYAN, JR., Director 
Presidential Appointments and Scheduling 

PAUL SCHOTT STEVEN~~ 

ihoto Opportunity and Brief Meeting with 
Israeli Defense Minister Rabin 

To promote progress in the Arab-Israeli 
peace process. 

..,.,, 

BACKGROUND: Defense Minister Rabin will visit Washington 
June 27-28. He plays a central role in 
shaping Israeli policy in the Occupied 
Territories, and remains committed to a 
negotiated settlement based upon an exchange 
of territory for peace. 

PREVIOUS 
PARTICIPATION: None 

DATE AND TIME: June 27 or 28 
DURATION: 10 minutes 

LOCATION: Oval Office 

PARTICIPANTS: The President 
Defense Minister Rabin 

OUTLINE OF EVENTS: Photo opportunity and brief meeting 

REMARKS REQUIRED: To be provided by NSC 

MEDIA cove;RAGE: Photo Opportunity 
' . 

RECOMMENDED BY: 

OPPOSED BY: 

cc: Tom Griscom 

NSC Staff, Department of State 

None 




