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United States Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

November 21, 1988

Melvin E. Clouse, }M.D.
53 Seaver Street
Erookline, MA 02146

Lear Dr. Clouse:

I am responding on behalf of President Reagan to your
lett ¢ of October 24 regarding the issue of granting diplomatic
inmunity to personnel of the Israeli Defense Procurement
Mission in New York.

For more than forty years, Israel has maintained a missicn
in New York that conducts military procurement and related
activities. That mission has long been heacded by an accredited
diplemat, but the status cf the mission itself and its other
employees has not been clearly settled. Other governments
conduct similar military procurement in the United States
through embassy personnel with full diplomatic immunities
(e. ., Egypt, Pakistan, France, Brazil). Several years ago,
Istael requested that its procurement personnel in New York be
accorded privileges and immunities comparable to those of these
other governments. Pecause Israel's mission is in New Ycrk and
not Washington, Israel recuested that its mission be made a
consular annex and the mission personnel be accredited as
consular officers or employees.

The consideration of this reqguest was held in abeyance
while the Department of Justice investigatec allegations that
the Israeli procurement mission was involved in vioiations of
United States export laws. Earlier this year Justice advised
the Government of Israel that these investigations had been
terminatec for insufficient evidence. Israel then renewed its
request.

Secretary Shultz has decided to grant that request.
Israel's procurement mission will be considered an annex to the
Israeli Consulate General in New York. Up to 45 members of the
mission will be accredited as consular officers or employees.
The remainder will have no privileges and immunities.
Similarly, the Israeli economic and trade mi sion in New Ycrk
will bhe made an annex of the Consulate General, with up to 10
members accrecited as consular officers or employees.

Sincerely,

- .

.
B ST
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/John L. Hirsch, TDirectecr
Office of Israel and Arab-Israeli Affairs
















. ISRAEL’S HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS AND U.S. POLICY

By Dr. Shaw Dailal*

A its routine justification for the annual aid Congress

mrants to Israel, the Department of State again certified
this vear that “Israel...guarantees by law and respects in
practice the civil, political and religious rights of its
citizens.”

This certification is fraudulent. It is fraudulent because
in the same report to Congress, the Department of State
acknowledged the following violations of human rights
and discriminatory practices by Israel:

1- Emergency regulations continued in effect against the
Palestinian Arab citizens of Israel since 1948.

2- In October 1987, a special judicial commission,
headed by former High Court President Moshe Landau,
found that since 1971 Israel’s internal security agency, Shin
Bet. has routinely been using physical and psychological
torture to obtain confessions from Palestinian Arab prison-
ers. These confessions are often the only evidence asainst
the accused. The commission also found that by 10, it
had become a “well-rooted practice and the accepted
norm” for Shin Bet interrogators 1o lie to the courts about
their interrogation methods, and that by the early 1980s,
Shin Bet interrogators “had been given written instruc-
tons” on how 1o lie to the courts when accused persons
tried to retract forced confessions.

3. Admunsurauve detention [without charges or trial] of
Palestinian Arab lIsraeli citizens is still allowed.

4- The incoming and outgoing mail of Palestinian Arab
Israeli citizens is often delayed or confiscated.

5- In 14%7. a weekly Arabic magazine was denied
permission to publish. There was never an explanation for
the demal. No allegavon that the magazine advocated
violence was made.

6- The Law of Rewrn of 1950 and the Citizenship Law
of 1952 confer advantages on Jews denied to lIsrael’s
Paiestinian Arab citizens, such as the use of land held by
the state or quasi-public organizations “in trust for the
Jewish people.” The jewish people are defined as those
born of Jewish mothers

7- Under lsraeli law, Israeli Jews enjoy freedom of
movement within the countrv and are free to travel abroad
or emigrate. The movement of Palestinian Arab citizens is
restricted within Israel and abroad.

8- United Nations General Assembly Resolution 194 of
December 11. 1948 calls on Israel 1o permit Arab refugees
who left their homes in the 1947-1949 fighting to return if
thev are wiiling to live in peace. If they choose not to
rewurn. thev should be compensated. Israclt refuses to
complv with this resolution.

9. The Palestinian Arab citizens of Israel are disadvan-
taged in the Knesset. There are no Palestinian Arabs in the
cabinet.

10- The Palestinian Arab citizens of Israel are disadvan-
taged in their access to education, housing. medical care,
and are discriminated against in employment

Despite these violations of human rights and the brutal-
itv inflicted on the Palestinians in the occupied West Bank
and Gaza, the General Accounting Office of the US.
Congress granted Israel about five billion dollars in 1987,
in violation of the Foreign Assistance Act which stipulates
that “a principal goal of the foreign policy of the United

Palestine rerspectives

States shall be to promote the increased observance of
internationally recognized human rights by all countries.”

This Act links human rights to foreign assistance and
prohibits the Fxecutive Branch from providing foreign aid
o any country “the government of which engages in a
consistent pattern of gross violations of internationally
recognized human nights.”

“Gross” human rights violations are defined in the Act
to include “torture or cruel, inhuman, or degrading
treatment or punishment, prolonged detention without
charges and trial...and other denial of the right 1o life,
liberty, or the security of persons.”

By any objective standard, the human rights violations
by Israel, which are acknowledged by the Department of
State in its report to Congress, are “gross violations.” The
scenes which have become familiar to television viewers all
over the world during the past months, and to which the
Department of State made reference in its report, cannot
be considered other than torture and inhuman treaiment
They are graphic documentation of “flagrant denial of the
right to life, liberty, or the security of persons.”

Yet, Israel's violations of human rights is nothing new.
Such violations existed since the creation of Israel. In the
occupied West Bank and Gaza, they have been increasing
since 1967, Tronically, as Isracl's human rights violations
intensified, U.S. financial aid to Isracl has increased.

In 1967, Isracl received about $225 million in grants
from the US. Treasury. By 1973, Isracl was tightening its
grip on the occupied territories, violently quelling resis-
tance to its occupation, and US. annual grants jumped to
$1.5 billion. By 1975, as more Jewish setlements were
being built in the occupied territories, US. aid reached
$2.5 billion.

After Israel’s invasion of Lebanon, when nearly thirty
thousand Lebanese and Palestinian civilians were killed
and about six hundred thousand were made homeless, aid
to Israel increased again o $3 billion.

Furthermore, from 1948 to 1967 most US. aid o Israel
was in the form of loans at favorable rates. The aid Israel
now receives is in direct grants. Most of the previous loans
have now been “forgiven.”

There are other forms of aid which Israel receives from
the United States, which are not usually included in the
reports of the General Accounting Office. They include
about $1 billion of “charitable,” tax-deductible contribu-
tions from American citizens; they include about $1 billion
in annual sales of Israeli bonds in the United States; they
include about $10 billion in short term loans from US.
banks; and they include about $2 billion in Israeli goods
and services sold in this country, almost all of which come
duty-free. . ..

Without this aid Israel cannot survive. Its bonds become
worthless, its credit nonexistent. In short, it becomes
financially bankrupt. The United States, in becoming
responsible for Israel's economic solvency has inevitably
also become the underwriter of its misdeeds: its wars, its
conquests, its illegal seulements, and its gross violations of
human rights. (J

*Shaw J. Dallal is an international lawyer and businessman residing in the
state of New York. ’
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