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THE WHITE HOUSE 
COLJ 7f7 

WASHINGTON !!'he President has seen 

April 6, 1981 
,,,,,.-:--- ~ 
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INFORMATION 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: RICHARD V. ALLEN 

SUBJECT: Thank You Note from Prime Minister Seaga of 
........ ~-~, -- ---..... ~~-- -~,~ __ ,,.,.,. 

Jamaica 

Attached at Tab A for your information is a warm personal 
note from Prime Minister Seaga thanking you for x..q~r __ gj._ft 
of a Harvard cha t r. 
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MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

~ arch 30, 1981 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR RICHARD V. ALLEN 

FROM: ROGER FONTAINE tf 
SUBJECT: Prime Minister Seaga's Thank You Note to the 

President 

At Tab A is a warm personal note from Prime Minister Seaga to 
the President t ha nking t h e President for his gift of a Harvard 
chair. At Tab I i s your memo to the President on this matter 
forwarding Prime Mini s t er Seaga's note for information. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign t he me morandum at Tab I. 
/(14 q_c, _ ,;:, 



JAMAICA HOUSE 

KINGSTON, JAMAICA 

NSC# 1636 

19th March, 1981 

receive your very thoughtful gift of a "Harvard 

chair" which I have installed at my desk in my 

office. 

It rekindles fond memories of 

both my days at Harvard and of my visit with 

you earlier this year at the White House. 

Mitsy joins me in sending kind 

regards to both yourself and Mrs. Reagan. 

President Ronald Reagan, 
The White House, 
Washington 
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JAMAICA HOUSE 

KINGSTON , JAMAICA 

PY 

S fvO 
C(J - '7 

3rd February, 1981 

PP{)OS:tJI 
;::c;LJ/I 
~~i!!J~-,/,Z, 

~e,,a.,1a I Ala r1 e (!, 
~EB 2 3 1981 

Dear ~~ ~ 
1 

I am sending you a note to let you know how much I 
enjoyed my visit to Washington. 

For me i t was n a tural that the highl ight f the 
visit was meeting with you, and our discussions 
about common household problems and other topics 
of mutual interest helped to establish a warm rapport 
between us. 

I am making use of the cook books which you gave me 
which will always serve as a memento of the visit. 
My children love the gifts which you sent them and 
were glad to be remembered. 

I am sorry that I did not have the opportunity of 
meeting with the members of your family but I do hope 
that this will be possible some time in the near future 
in sunny Jamaica. 

Eddie and I send you our warm regards and our best 
wishes for a successful administration. 

Yours sincerely, 

Mrs. Nancy Reagan, 
The White House, 
Washington 
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INFORMATION 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WA SH IN GTON 
52 

January 27, 1981 

MRS. REAGAN 

RICHARD V. ALLEN 

Your Meeting with Mrs. Seaga 

Mrs. Seaga is warm and outgoing. She is well respected 
in Jamaica and has a considerable public following in her 
own right. She is not active, however, in the rough-and­
tumble Jamaican political scene. Mrs. Seaga has taken a 
personal interest in obtaining medicines and medical supplies 
for Jamaica's hospitals and clinics. These have been in 
s hort supply as a result of Jamaica's critical shortage of 
foreign exchange. Several U.S. private organizations have 
contributed medicine and foodstuffs in response to these 
urgent needs. 

Attached for your use are background papers and notes about 
Jamaica, including a list of participants on the US and Jamican 
side. 



RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN JAMAICA 

The Political Situation 

On October 30, 1980 Jamaica held its fourth election 
since independence in 1962. Edward Seaga's Jamaica 
Labor Party (JLP) won 51 of the 60 seats in the House 
of Representatives, the largest majority ever for 
a Jamaican party. The Previous Prime Minister, Michael 
Manley, of the socialist-oriented People's National 
Party (PNP) ran against the JLP. Mr. Seaga moved 
quickly to appoint a Cabinet of 15 party stalwarts 
who are effective managers. 

After initially boycotting the Parliament, all 
opposition PNP members have taken their seats, and 
Michael Manley has become the leader of the opposition. 
In spite of threats by some PNP members that politics 
would be carried to the revolutionary stage, the PNP 
thus far seems to have adopted a non-confrontational 
posture. In short, the deep roots of the British 
parliamentary system have held the country together 
during a period of sharp ideological confrontation, 
and there has been a smooth transition of power. 

Prime Minister Seaga has reaffirmed an open political 
system based on the constitution and legal due process. 
He followed through on his campaign pledge to send 
the Cuban Ambassador home. Although relations with 
Cuba have cooled somewhat, Seaga has indicated his 
desire to see some Cuban programs, such as rural medical 
care, continued. The Cubans recently delivered a 
gift of 28 tractors following the disaster caused 
by Hurricane Allen. 

Violent crime has decreased since the election. 
However, the crime problem continues and is exacerbated 
by social tensions, poverty and the 35 percent unemployment 
rate. We and others are helping to improve the capabilities 
of the Jamaican security forces. 

During his campaign Seaga indicated his intention 
to improve Jamaica's ties with the United States. 
Indeed, anti-American rhetoric has ceased and relations 
have greatly improved since the election. Prime Minister 
seaga seeks close, friendly relations with the U.S. 

J 
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Jamaica, however, will continue to pursue a non-aligned 
foreign policy and maintains relations with Cuba and 
the soviet Union. 

The Economy 

The most urgent challenge facing Jamaica is to 
reverse the many years of economic decline. There 
is little hope for a short-term economic miracle, 
because of a lack of resources, both human and capital, 
and the seriously depressed state of the economy. 
The most optimistic forecast envisions an end to the 
past seven years of economic decline in 1981, followed 
by modest economic recovery over the medium-term if 
sufficient foreign aid is forthcoming. We are working 
closely with the International Monetary Fund to draw 
up an economic program which would help meet Jamaica's 
urgent financial needs. 

The United States has offered $60 million of 
fast-disbursing financial assistance to Jamaica this 
year. The U.S. has just signed an agreement to provide 
$40 million of this amount as direct budgetary support. 
We are also negotiating urgently a $10 million food 
aid program. The Agency for International Development 
has proposed an additional $7.6 million of bilateral 
assistance this year and requested from Congress $9.3 
million for next year. The United States also is 
seeking the support of other key donor countries for 
Jamaica's recovery program. 

Jamaican Culture 

The arts and culture, especially music and the 
dance, receive particular attention in Jamaica. The 
Government and private sponsors have promoted numerous 
Jamaican writers, performers and artists. Jamaicans 
seek to express their ethnic, particularly African, 
folk origins in order to affirm an identity appropriate 
to their multiracial society. Jamaica's cultural 
attainments are famous throughout the world, particularly 
its Reggae music and dancers such as those of the 
National Dance Theater Company. It has also produced 
a number of intellectuals and managers who have won 
wide recognition and high international posts. The 
International Communication Agency has an active culture 
and education program in Jamaica and has helped promote 
close cultural ties between our two countries. 
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Conclusion 

In sum, we have a strong mutuality of interests 
with Jamaica, a keystone to the Caribbean. Mr. seaga's 
government has a popular mandate to turn away from 
the socialist model of Mr. Manley and to seek close 
ties with West. Jamaica wants to reinvigorate its 
economy by adopting a free enterprise model that will 
expand its private sector. Thus, we have a close 
identification of interests which Prime Minister and 
Mrs. Seaga's visit will help consolidate. 
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Official Name: Jamaica 

PROFILE 

People 

J:'OPULATION (est. 1978): 2.2 million . 
ANNUAL GROWTH RATE: 1.4 %. 
ETHNIC GROUPS: African 76.3 %, 
Afro-European 15.1 %, Chinese and 
Afro-Chinese 1.2 %, East Indian and 
Afro-East Indian 3 .-1 %, European 3.2 %, 
other 0.9 %. RELIGIONS: Anglican, Pen­
tecostal , and other Protestant; Roman 
Catholic . LANGUAGES: English , Creole. 
EDUCAT IO N: Years compulsory- NA . 
Attendance -NA. Literacy-82%. 

United States Department of State 
Bureau of Pu blic Affairs 

July 1980 

HEALTH: Infant m ortali ty rate -
23! 1,000 ( li =1 5/1,000). Li fe ex pec tancy-
65 yrs. \\'OR K F. ORCE (672 ,000 , 1975 ): 
.4 griculture - 2 . 1 c-,,_ Industry and 
com merce - 17. i '"c. ervices - 33 %. 
Govern ment _;_ 'i: . 

Geogr a phy 

AR EA: 11 ,-12-1 q . km . (-t, -111 sq . mi. ). 
CITIES: Capital - Ki ngston (pop. 
600 .000 ). Oth er cities - )lontego Bay 
(50 ,000 ), Span ish Town (50,000 ). TE R­
RAI N: 11oun tainous . CL DIATE: Trop i­
ca l. 

Government 

TYP E: Const itu tio na l monarchy. DATE 
OF L DE PENDENCE: Au gust 6, 1962. 
CONSTIT T ION : August 6, 1962 . 

BRA CHE S: Ex ecutive -Governor 
General (Chief of Sta te , represents 
Queen ), Prime Minister , Cabinet. 
Legislative -bicameral Parliament (21 
Senators , 60 Representatives ). 
Judic ial-Court of Appeal. 

SUBDIVISIONS: 12 Parishes and 
Kingston-St. Andrew corporate area. 

POLITICAL PARTIES: People 's Na­
tional Party (PNP), Jamaica Labour 
Party (JLP ). SUFFRAGE: Universal over 
18. 

CE NTRAL GOVERNMENT REV­
ENUE (1979-80 est. ): $762.39 million . 

DEFENSE: 2.2% of GNP (FY 1978 
est. ). 

FLAG: Intersecting golden diagonal 
stripes form a saltire dividing the flag 
into four triangles, of which the top and 
bottom are green and the others are 
black. 

Economy 

GN P (1978): $2.4 billion. REAL 
GROWTH RATE (1978) : -1.7 %. PER 
CAPITA INCOME (1978) : $1, 143. AVG. 
RATE OF INFLATIO N (1 978) : -1 5%. 

. NATURAL RESOURCES: Bauxite, 
gy psum , limestone. 

AGRI CULTURE: Products - sugar, 
ba nanas , citrus fruits , coffee , pimiento, 
a llspice, coconuts . 

INDUSTRY: Types-bauxite , tex­
t il es, processed foods, sugar, rum , molas­
ses, cement, metal , paper, chemical 
product s, and touri sm. 

TRADE (1 978): Exports - $738 mil­
lio n: alumina, bauxite, sugar, bananas, 
c itrus fruits and products, rum, cocoa. 
Partn ers-VS 37%, UK 24 %, Canada 8 %, 
Norway 7.5 %, CARICOM 6.6%, USSR 
1. 7%. lmports-$865 million: machinery, 
transportation and electrical equipment , 
food , fuels, fertilizer. Partners - U~ 
38%, Venezuela 16 %, llK 10.5 %, Canada 
5.7 %, Netherlands An '_ ill es 5.4 %, 
CARICOM 5%. 

OFFICIAL EXCHANGE RATE : 1.55 
J a maican dollar = US$1. 

ECONOMIC AID RE CEIVED: US 
aid- $160.4 million (FY 1962- 78) . Inter­
national organizations- $349.5 million 
(FY 1962-78). Other Western 
countries-$176.63 million (CY 1969-78). 

MEMBERSHIP IN INTERNA­
TIONAL ORGANIZATIO NS: UN, OAS, 
IBRD, International Devel opment Bank 
( IDB) , Caribbean Development Bank 
(CDB) , Caribbean Common Market 
(CARICOM ), General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade (GATT ), International 
Bauxite Association (IBA). 
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EOPLE 

amaica's people are primarily of Afri­
an origin, with a diversity of other 
roups. Traditionally , Jamaica has en­
oyed harmonious racial and cultural 
elations. Jamaica's national motto, 
'Out of Many, One People," suggests 
their desire for harmonv. Class distinc­
tions which have lingered from the co­
lonial period are being reduced as social 
mobility through education and greate r 
opportunities for property ownership 
increases. 

Religion plays an important part in 
the life of most Jamaicans. The Angli­
can Church is the largest of the estab­
lished churches, followed by numerous 
Baptist sects, the Roman Catholic 
Church, and the Methodist Church; 
evangelical and revivalist sects are par­
ticularly popular. Jamaica has several 
Muslim and Hindu groups , along with a 
Jewish community which numbers 
about 600. 

Education is free and compulsory 
to age 14 for almost all schools , which 
are organized into three categories: 
primary (ages 6- 12), junior secondary 
(12-15), and senior secondary (15- 19). 
Literacy is estimated at about 82 %. 

Emigration by Jamaicans histori­
cally has been heavy . Since the United 
Kingdom restricted emigration in 1967, 
the major flow has been to the United 
States and Canada. About 15,000 
Jamaicans enter the United States and 
5.000 enter Canada each year in immi-

• •
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thou and Jamaican enter on vi itor's 
vi as yearly . . Iany remain here either 
legally or illegally .. ·ew York . J1iami, 
Chicago, Hartford . and ~li lwaukee have 
significant Jamaican populations. 

A vigorou ,arts and cultural 
movement. which began in the 1930 
and 1940s, ha continued to develop in 
Jamaica under active governmental and 
private spon or hip. Jamaican \Hiter . 
artists, and performers are engaged in 
an active search through he nation's 
ethnic, particularly African, folk origins 
for a cultural iden tity and expression 
suitable for their multiracial society. 

GEOGRAPHY 

Jamaica is the third largest island in 
the Caribbean. Mountains cover about 
80% of its surface. The highest , Blue 
Mountain , is 2,221 meters (7,402 ft.). 
The climate is humid and tropical most 
of the year , but temperatures from 
November to March are cooler, par­
ticularly along the north shore , where 
the range is between 21 °C and 27°C 
(70°F-80°F). Rainfall is seasonal, with 
striking regional variations. Some 
northern regions receive up to 506 cen­
timeters (200 in. ) a year , and the south­
ern and southwestern plains receive 
almost none at all. The annual average 
rainfall is 196 centimeters (77 in.). 
J amaica has not been hit by a major 
hurricane since 1951 , although tropical 
storms in 1979 caused extensive flood 
damage. 

HISTORY 

Jamaica was discovered in 1494 by 
Christopher Columbus and settled by 
the Spanish during the early 16th cen­
tury . In 1655 British forces occupied 
the island and in 1670 Great Britain 
gained fo rmal possession through the 
Trea ty of Madrid. 

ugar and slavery -important 
elements in Jamaica's history and 
de\·elopment-made Jamaica one of the 
most valuable possessions in the world 
for more than 150 years . Slavery was 
abolished in 1838, some years before 
emancipation was declared in most 
other parts of the New World. 

After a long period of direct British 
colonial rule, Jamaica began to achieve 
a semblance of local political control in 
the late 1930s. This period of develop­
ment was marked by social unrest and 
occasional violence. During this time 
the groundwork for Jamaica's leading 
political parties was laid by Sir Alex­
a!1Cler Bustamante (Jamaica Labour 
Party, JLP), who died in August 1977, 
and his cousin, Norman W. Manlev 
(People's National Party, PNP), \;ho 
died in September 1969. 

These two political parties, having 
their roots in well-organized and pow­
erful rival trade unions. have domi­
nated the Jamaican political scene since 
the institution of adult suffrage in 1944. 
The JLP formed the first government 
under adult suffrage in 1945 and won 
again in the 1949 election, but it lost to 
the PNP in 1955. Since then the two 
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parties have alternated in power and 
have each maintained about one-half 
t he electorate . 

In 1958 Jamaica joined nine ot he r 
British territories in the fo rmation of 
the West Indies Federat ion but \\·it h­
dre\\' \\·hen. in a national referendum 
held in September 1961, J amaican vot­
ers rejected member ship. 

Jamaica attained its independence 
from the nited Kingdom in 1962 and 
has remained a member of the Com­
moirn·ealth . 

GOVE R~}1ENT 

,-(- The Constitution established a par ­
liamentary ystem of government based 
on that of Great Britain. As Chief of 

tate, Queen Elizabeth II appoints the 
Go\·ernor General on the ad\·ice of the 
Pr ime }Iinister. The Governor Gen­
eral's role is largely ceremonial, how­
e\'er, and executiYe power is ve eel in 
the Cabinet. led by the Prime :vlini ter. 

Parliament is compo eel of an ap­
pointed Senate and an elected Hou e of 
RepresentatiYes. Thir een enate 
members are nominated on the advice 
of the Prime Minister, eight on the ad­
vice of the Leader of the Oppo ition. 
House elections are held at the discre­
tion of the Governor General on the ad­
vice of the Prime Minister , at interval 
no longer than 5 year . The Senate may 
submit bills, and it is also a reviewing 
body for legislation submitted to it by 
the House. It cannot delay money bills 
fo r mor e than 1 month or other bills for 
more than 7 months. 

The Prime Minister and t he mem­
bers of the Cabinet are selec ted from 
t he Parliament ; no t less t han two nor 
mor e t han three member s of t he 
Cabinet must be selected from the Sen­
ate. 

The Judiciary is modeled on the 
British system. The Governor General 
appoints the seven-member Court of 
Appeal on the ad vice of the Prime 

READING LIST 

This lis t pr ovides a ge neral indication of 
t he material published on thi s country. The 
Department of State does not endor se un­
official publications . 

American Univer sit y. Area Ha11ci bookfor 
Jamaica. Washington, D.C.: U. S. 
Governme nt Pr in t ing Office, 1976. 

'.\1 anley, Michael. The Politics of Change . 
London: Andre Deutsch, 1974. 

--- · A V oice i II the W orkp/ace. London: 
~ And re Deutsch , 1975. 

>i'e t tlefo rd, Rex. Ca ribbea11 C11lt11ra/ 
l cie11tity. th e Case of Ja111aica. Kings­
ton: Inst itu te of Jamaica , 1978. 

Minister in consultation with the leader 
of t he opposition. 

E ach Pari sh has an elected Pari sh 
Council which exercises limited local 
government respo nsibili t ies . 

Principal Government Offi cia ls 

Governor General- Florizel Glasspole 
Prime Ministe r ; Minist er of 

Defense - Michael Manley 
Deputy Prime Minist er ; Minister of 

Foreign Affairs- P .J . Patte rson 

.l1 i11isters 

i ational Security - Dudley Thompson 
Finance - Hugh Small 
Indu try and Commerce - Derrick 

Heaven 
:\1ining and atural Resources­

Horace Clarke 

. .\mba ador to the United States; Am­
bas-ador to the OAS - Alfred Rat­
ray 

Amba sador to the U. . - Donald Mills 

Jamaica main ain an Embassy in 
he Cni eel ates at 1666 Connecticut 

. .\\·enue . ·,v .. Washington, D.C. 20009 
( el. 202- . 7- 1010). The Consulate in 
:\I iami i- at Ingraham Building. uite 
i>--19 and 55 . 25 E. econd A,·enue, 
.\Iiami. Florida 33131. 

P OLITI AL CO~ DITIO .. 

Initially . the two major political par ie 
in Jamaica \\·ere the political arm of 
the nation' two major rade union , 
formed in the late 1930 - the Bus­
tamante Indu trial Trade ·nion 
(BIT ) and the Xational Workers 
Union ( WU) . 

The Jamaican Labour Part,· (JLP) 
is at t he center of the Jamaican.political 
spectrum. Its leaders endorse a plat• 
fo rm they describe as " ~ ationalism. •· 
The party's upport comes largely from 
the 100,000-member BIT . and its 
policies are subject to strong labor in­
fluence. During the par ty' tenure fro m 
1962- 72, it steadily promoted foreign 
investment and a rapidly expanding 
economy. When it left office in 1972 , it 
was actively promoting a policy of 
"J amaicanization" (majori ty Jamaican 
ownership of financial institut ions and 
some other fo reign-owned enterprises). 
Over the year s, the JLP has generally 
been strongly suppor ted by the busi­
ness community and agricultural inter­
ests. 

The People's National Party (P NP) 
is to the left of center , relat ive to the 
JLP. It embraces a pol itical philosophy 
called "Democratic Socialism." The 
party's leaders believe t hat an ac tivist 
government role in the national econ-
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omy, including equity and management 
part icipation, will help tu so lve many of 
Jamaica's development problems. The 
party be lieves strongly in social j ustice, 
and its attempts to improve social and 
educat ional condi tions in J amaica have 
fo rmed a basis fo r its platfo rm . The 
P NP welcomes foreign investment, 
though under te rms that are more 
favo rable to J amaica t han have pre­
vailed in the recent past. The PNP his­
to rically has drawn its support from the 
NWU - which generally represent s a 
higher sk ill leve l of labor than t he 
BITU - and from the urban middle 
class. More recentlv it has evolved into 
a mass-based populist party. 

Minor political movements include 
some wit h a st rong Marxist ori enta t ion 
\\·hich, a lt hough growing, do not yet 
play a significan t role in J amaican poli­
t ics . 

In the general elect ions of De­
cember 1976, t he P NP won 47 seats and 
t he JLP won 13 in t he House of Repre­
sentat ives. Two central issues in the 
campaign \\·ere the JLP's charges that 
the P NP government had lost the con­
fidence of the people because of its flir­
tations \\"ith socialism and Cuba and the 
PNP's allegations that the JLP would 
roll back the major social programs in­
troduced since 1972 . 

Jamaica faces severe economic 
problems which have exacerbated social 
problems and become the subject of 
political debate. Infl ation is t he most 
erious economic problem in the coun­
ry. The. concentration of unemployed 

and undereducated people in urban 
area has pr oduced vast shantytO\rns 
\\"hich contribute to a high crime rate , 
especially in Kingston. 

J amaica has had. however , a rela-
i\·ely stable political system backed by 

sound instit utions. The country has 
natu ral r esources, primarily bauxite, 
and an ideal climate conducive to in ten­
sive agricul ture and tourism. Although 
faced with se rious problems, the coun­
t ry has the economic base to provide fo r 
fu ture gr owth and modernizat ion. 

ECONOMY 

The Jamaican economy was t rad i­
t ionally based on plantation agriculture, 
primarily sugar and bananas . Although 
agriculture remains basic to J amaican 
life, the discovery of bauxite in the 
1950s and subsequent establishment of 
t he bauxite/alumina industrial complex 
became t he dominant factor in the is­
land's economic growth . During the 
1960s, increased emphasis was also 
given to the expansion of tourism and 
t he establishment of local manufactur­
ing industries. The combination of large 



amounts of foreign investment into the 
bauxite/alumina industries and con­
st rut: t ion of large-scale tourist facilities 
also pro\·idecl local domest ic venture 
1.:apital, \\·hich in turn stimulated an 
economic expansion in 1965- 71. 

Beginning in 1972, however, a re­
duction in investment capital inflows , 
lo\\·er domestic productivity, and in­
creased imports caused a leveling-off of 
economic expansion through 1975. 

In 1976 the country experienced a 
severe economic slump. Exports of 
bauxite , sugar, and bananas dropped 
significantly, and the trade deficit grew 
to $350 million. Productivitv continued 
to slide, and the net foreig~ exchange 
reserves dropped to a minu~ 120 mil­
lion from a plus S55 million at the be­
ginning of the year . Central go\·ern­
ment spending also increased sharply 
even though revenues were clown. The 
consumer price index showed a 
major - 15- 20 '7c- increase during the 
year. In addition , touri m wa ad­
versely affected by publicity -urround­
ing violence in Kingston. although few 
incidents occurred in the north coast 
tourist areas, including :\1ontego Bay . 

TRAVEL \' OTES 

Clothing- Summer clothes are suitable 
yea r ro und. The eve n ings, especially 
fro m :'-iove mber to :\'l a rch, can be chilly, 
howeve r. and ligh t wraps o r sweate rs a re 
reco mmended. 

Telecommun ica t ions - ln te rnatio na l 
tele pho ne and telegra ph se rvices a re 
good . 

Tran sportation -Local buses are ove r• 
crowded but provide fai rly regular serv• 
ice . Taxis a re ava il ab le. :\Iai n roads a re 
nea r ly a ll pand, but as Jamaica is 
la rge ly mounta inous , they a re often nar• 
row and wi nd ing, wi th un even surfaces . 
Jamaica has a thrivi ng r enta l car busi­
ness . 

Health-Mun ici pal water suppli es a re 
safe as a re fruit s a nd veget a bles . Doct ors 
are ava il a ble :U hours da il y in Kingston 
a nd the princi pa l resort a r eas. 

Tra vel -A passport or other proof of U.S. 
bir th or ci ti zensh ip is r equired. Visas a re 
not req uired except fo r offi cial and dip­
lomatic t r avele rs . Inoc u lat io ns- No ne. 

FOR E IGN B US INESS 
I~FO RMATION 

For info rm a t ion on fo re ign eco nomi c 
trends. commercial development, prod uc­
tio n . t rade regulations . and ta r iff rates, 
co ntac t t he Bureau of Ex port Deve lop• 
me nt , US De partment of Commerce, 
Wash ingto n. DC 20230 . Thi s information 
is a lso available fro m a ny of the Depa rt­
me nt of Commerce dis tr ic t office s lo­
cated t hroughout t he US. 

In 1977 the government sought 
balance-of-payments assistance from 
the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF), but this assistance was discon­
tinued when the government was un­
able to maintain a stringent monetary 
and fiscal program. The economy con­
tinued to decline through 1977. A new 
agreement with the IMF begun in May 
197 lapsed in December 1979 when 
test criteria were not met. Jamaica has 
been receiving assistance from IBRD, 
IDB, CDB, and other donors . The 
Jamaican Government is striving to 
ree tabli h financial equilib rium and 

enerate increased investment. 
Jamaica actively promotes fo reign 

inve tment, e pecially in labor­
inten~i\·e indu try. The Jamaica Indus­
trial De\'elopment Corporation has an 
office in New York to as ist and attract 
potential in\·e to \,;th a wide variety 
of incentives. A number of local plants 
manufacture tires, chemicals, construc­
tion material , paper products, flour , 
and animal feeds for both dome tic and 
export markets. About 120 U.S. firms 
ha\·e operation in Jamaica, and total 
U.S. private inve tment, including 
bauxite/alumina, is estimated at about 
$1 billion. 

FORE IG, RELATIONS 

Jamaica's ties to the Commonwealth 
are loosening as its t rade and financial 
relations with North America expand. 
As a member of the nonaligned group of 
nations, Jamaica has played an active 
role in the councils of primary-products 
countries, particularly with regar d to 
their efforts to receive a better price 
for their exports in comparison with the 
prices of manufactured goods. 

Jamaica has established diplomatic 
relations with Cuba and t he People 's 
Republic of China in an effort to 
broaden potential trading relationships 
and reduce it s dependence on the met ­
ropolitan countries . Jamaica has also 
sought to involve and identify itself 
more fu lly with Third World causes. 

Because of the sympathy and in­
volvement of the Government of 
Jamaica with the causes of the Third 
World and Jamaica's closer ties with 
Cuba, the American business commu­
nity has shown some concern over the 
safety of its capital investment in 
J amaica. Despite this concern, normal 
business and trade relations between 
the United States and Jamaica have 
been maintained. U.S . policy toward 
Jamaica is to maintain constructive re­
lations based on mutual respect and 
cooperation . 

Princ ipal U.S . Officials 

Ambassador- Loren E . Lawrence 
Deputy Chief of Mission - Roy T. 

Haverkamp 
AID Affairs - Glenn 0. Patterson 
Defense Attache - Hubert Mitchell 
Economic Officer - Thomas Forborcl 
Labor Attache - Donald R. Knight 
Pol itical Officer- John Forbes 
Consul - Joseph Segars 
Public Affairs Officer (USICA) - John 

M. Keller 
Peace Corps Direct or - Don Galloway 

The U.S. Embassy in Jamaica is lo­
cated at 2 Oxford Road, Jamaica Mutual 
Life Center, Kingston (te l. 929- 4850) . 
The Consulate is at 16 Oxford Road, 
Kingston (te l. 928-3645). ■ 

Published by the United States 
Department of State • Bureau of Public 
Affai rs • Office of Public Communication 
Editorial Division · Washington , D.C. 
July 1980 • Editor: Joanne Reppert 

Department of State Publication 8080 
Background Notes Ser ies · This material is 
in the public domain and may be repro­
duced without permission; citation of this 
source would be .appr eciated. 

For sale by the Superintendent of Docu­
ments, U.S. Government Printing Office , 
Washington , D.C. 20402. 
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Mrs. Alexander M. Haig, Jr., wife of the Secretary of State 
Mrs. John A. Bushnell, wife of the Acting Assistant Secretary of 
State for Inter-American Affairs 

Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for Caribbean Affairs and 
Mrs. R. Michael Finley 

Mrs. Marie Elizabeth Constantine Seaga (Mitsy) 
Ms. Doris Chin, Counselor of the Embassy of Jamaica 
Ms. Dorothy Carter, Personal assistant to the Prime Minister 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

Ja_nuar y 26, 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. RICHARD V. ALLEN 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Mrs. Reagan's Meeting with Mrs. Seaga at 
11:00 a.m., Wednesday, January 28, 1981 

S/S 8101 861 

52 

Mrs. Reagan, we understand, plans to meet with 
Mrs. Edward Seaga, the wife of the Prime Minister 
of Jamaica, and give her a tour of the White House 
at 11:00 a.m., Wednesday, January 28, 1981. This 
memorandum helps prepare for this meeting. 

Mrs. Seaga is a warm, outgoing person who has 
been an asset to her more reserved husband. She is 
well respected in Jamaica and has considerable public 
following in her own right. She is not active, however, 
in the rough-and-tumble Jamaican political scene. 
Mrs. Seaga has taken a personal interest in obtaining 
medicines and medical supplies for Jamaica's hospitals 
and clinics. These have been in short supply as a 
result of Jamaica's critical shortage of foreign exchange. 
Several U.S.private organizations have contributed 
medicine and foodstuffs in response to these urgent 
needs. 

Mrs. Seaga will be accompanied by Ms. Doris Chin, 
Counselor of the Embassy of Jamaica, and Ms. Dorothy 
Carter, personal assistant to the Prime Minister. 
Dr. Pamela Johnson, wife of the Jamaican Ambassador 
to the Federal Republic of Germany (Ambassador-designate 
to the U.S.) will also attend if she is in Washington. 
We will confirm her attendance by phone. Mrs. Alexander 
M. Haig, Jr., Mrs. John A. Bushnell, wife of the 
Acting Assistant Secretary for Inter-American Affairs 
and Deputy Assistant Secretary for Caribbean Affairs 
and Mrs. R. Michael Finley will also attend. 
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Attached for Mrs. Reagan's information is a brief 
background paper on Jamaica, a biographic sketch of 
Mrs. Seaga and a copy of the State Department's country 
background notes on Jamaica. Please contact Ms. Marsha 
Barnes, Jamaican Desk Officer (632-6386) if you need 
any further information. 

Attachments: 

Peter Tarnoff 
Executive Secretary 

A. Jamaica Background paper; 

B. Biographic sketch of Mrs. Seaga; and 

C. Background notes on Jamaica. 



, 
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8101756 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. RICHARD ALLEN 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

January 26, 1981 

SUBJECT: The President's Meeting with Jamaican Prime 
Minister Seaga on January 28. 

The Department proposes the following scenario 
and schedule for the meeting: 

11:00 AM - 11:15 AM: Small Meeting in the White 
House Blue Room: 

Besides the President and Prime Minister Seaga, 
we suggest that secretary Haig, National Security 
Adviser Allen and Deputy Prime Minister Shearer 
participate. 

11:15 to Noon - Large White House Meeting 

Pursuant to our memorandum of January 23, we 
propose the following U.S. officials join the 
President: Secretaries Haig, Weinberger and 
Regan, 0MB Director Stockman, NSC Adviser Allen, 
Ambassador Loren E. Lawrence, and Acting Assistant 
Secretary for Inter-American Affairs, John A. Bushnell. 

On the Jamaican side, we expect the following 
persons to participate: Prime Minister Seaga, 
Deputy Prime Minister Shearer, Ambassador Johnson, 
Permanent Secretary Francis, Permanent Secretary 
Kirton, Charge Stimpson and Mr. G. Arthur Brown. 

Noon Luncheon 

We understand that a luncheon for up to 40 persons 
including spouses is being planned. Enclosed 
at Tab A is a proposed guest list which supersedes 
our earlier proposal. We have proposed more 
than 40 names in order to give the White House 
greater choice. 

E 

I 
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Toast at the Luncheon 

The President might draw on the proposed toast 
at Tab B. 

Press Remarks 

After the luncheon, we understand that the President 
intends to make a brief statement at the Diplomatic 
Entrance. Prime Minister Seaga would be invited 
also to comment. Enclosed are suggested remarks 
by the President at Tab C. As a courtesy, we 
propose coordinating this statement with the 
Jamaican delegation. 

Press Statement 

We propose the release of a press statement to 
provide highlights of the meeting and supplement 
the President's brief remarks to the press. 
Enclosed at Tab Dis a proposed statement which 
we shall coordinate with the Jamaican delegation. 

Enclosures: 

lµ~~ 
Peter Tarnoff 

Executive secretary 

A. Luncheon Guest List; 

B. Proposed Toast; 

C. Proposed Presidential Press Remarks; and 

D. Press Statement. 



LUNCHEON GUEST LIST 
OFFICIAL JAMAICAN PARTY 

Prime Minister and Mrs. Edward Seaga 

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Hugh Shearer 

Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Frank Francis 

Permanent Secretary, Office of the Prime Minister 
Alan Kirton 

Jamaican Ambassador to the Federal Republic of Germany 
and Mrs. Johnson 

UNDP Deputy Administrator and Mrs. G. Arthur Brown 

Jamaican Charge' d'Affaires a.i. 
Thomas Stimpson 

Director of Agency for Public Information 
Ken Jones 

Jamaica Labor Party Public Relations Representative 
Ann Sabo 

Personal Assistant to the Prime Minister 
Dorothy Carter 



LUNCHEON GUEST LIST 
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS 

Executive Branch 

Vice President and Mrs. George Bush 

Secretary of State and Mrs. Alexander M. Haig, Jr. 

Secretary of the Treasury and Mrs. Donald T. Regan 

Secretary of Defenseand Mrs. Casper Weinberger 

White House Chief of Staff and Mrs. James A. Baker, III 

National Security Affairs Adviser and Mrs. Richard Allen 

Director of Office of Management and Budget, David Stockman 

American Ambassador to Jamaica 
Loren E. Lawrence 

Acting Assistant Secretary of State for 
Inter-American Affairs and Mrs. John Bushnell 

Special Trade Representative and Mrs. William E. Brock 

Admiral and Mrs. T. B. Haywood 
Chief of Naval Operations 

Legislative Branch 

Senator and Mrs. Charles H. Percy 

Representative and Mrs. Clement J. Zablocki 

Speaker and Mrs. Tip O'Neill, Jr. 

Senator and Mrs. Howard H. Baker, Jr. 

Representative and Mrs. James C. Wright, Jr. 

Senator and Mrs. Harry F. Byrd, Jr. 

Representative and Mrs. Robert H. Michel 
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Others 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert V. West, Jr. (Chairman, Tesoro 
Petroleum Corporation and President and Treasurer 
of the Caribbean/Central American Action. 
Washington contact: Peter Johnson, C/CAA, 466-7464) 

Mr. and Mrs. John c. Duncan (Chairman and Chief 
Executive Officer of St. Joe Minerals and Chairman 
of the Board of Trustees of the Council of the 
Americas. Washington contact: Otto Reich, Council 
of the Americas, 298-9016) 

Mr. and Mrs. Cornell C. Maier 
Chairman of the Board 
Kaiser Aluminum 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard p. Reynolds 
Chairman of the Board 
Reynolds Metal s 

Sir Arthur and Lady Lewis 
Nobel Laureate 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Belafonte 
Entertainer 

Mayor and Mrs. Marion Barry 
Mayor of the District of Colombia 

Mr. and Mrs. Lane Kirkland 
President of the AFL-CIO 



PROPOSED TOAST FOR THE WHITE HOUSE 
LUNCHEON AT 12:00 P.M. 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 28, 1981 

Mr. Prime Minister, Mrs. Seaga, Minister Shearer, 
distinguished guests, this is a very special occasion 
for Nancy and me. A week ago in my inaugural address I 
promised that we would strengthen our ties with our neigh­
bors. Today, we are delighted to welcome you to the White 
House as the first official visitors of my Presidency. 

We Americans have in common with Jamaica the great 
Western tradition of respect for the individual and of 
government by law. Your victory, Mr. Prime Minister, 
is a clear expression of support from the Jamaican people 
as you work to safeguard these great traditions. And 
I pledge to you the good will, the cooperation and the 
moral and material backing of the United States as you meet 
the many challenges you will face in the months ahead. 
Some of these challenges will come from forces hostile to 
our shared traditions and mutual interests. With your 
overwhelming mandate from the Jamaican people and with the 
full sympathy of your neighbors, I am confident you will not 
only fulfill the trust placed in you by your country, but 
will stand as an inspiring example of courage and moderation 
for all nations of the Caribbean region. 

You have frequently said that Jamaica must earn its 
way out of its economic difficulties. Americans admire 
and share your spirit of enterprise. We know it is essen­
tial to the success of your recovery plans. In the coming 
months and years, we will work with you, as a neighbor and 
as a friend, as you carry them out. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, I propose a toast to the health 
of the Prime Minister and Mrs. Seaga. May your efforts, 
Sir, which are so important to the future of Jamaica, 
and important to us as well, prosper. 



PROPOSED PRESIDENTIAL PRESS REMARKS 

Prime Minister Seaga and I have just recently assumed our 
offices. As we compared notes, we discovered we face a number 
of similar problems and challenges. We both approach these 
problems with determination and confidence. 

I told the Prime Minister that his recent election was 
not only a victory for Jamaica, but a victory for the entire 
Caribbean region. With an overwhelming mandate from the 
Jamaican people, Prime Minister Seaga is turning back the 
challenge of radical minorities who had undermined his na­
tion's economy and jeopardized its friendly ties with other 
democratic governments in the region. 

I also affirmed that the Prime Minister has our complete 
support in his efforts to rebuild the Jamaican economy, 
revitalize the island's private sector and safeguard his 
nation's democratic traditions. 

Our talks were very informative and productive, and 
I intend to continue to consult with Prime Minister Seaga 
in the months ahead. 



• 

DRAFT PRESS STATEMENT 

President Reagan and Prime Minister Seaga met today 
to discuss a range of bilateral and regional issues which 
concern their newly-elected governments. The talks were 
highly productive and confirmed the intentions of the 
two governments to work closely together. 

Prime Minister Seaga's visit so early in the new 
Administration und erlines the importance the United States 
attaches to Jamaica and to the other Caribbean states which 
form the United States' "third border." 

Praising Prime Minister Seaga for his recent, land­
slide electoral victory, President Reagan noted how Jamaican 
voters had overwhelmingly rejected the political experiments 
of the previous Kings ton government. These experiments, 
the President noted, had undermined the Jamaican economy 
and threatened to pull Jamaica towards international align­
ments contrary to the traditions and the desires of its 
people. 

President Reagan also noted the strategic importance 
of the Caribbean region and the desire of the United States 
to collaborate closely with nations like Jamaica to safe­
guard mutual interests in the area. 

Prime Minister Seaga outlined his economic recovery 
program and plans to revitalize Jamaica's private sector 
and received strong expressions of support from President 
Reagan. Both leaders agreed on the need to work towards 
democratic development in the region. 

Both parties agreed that the 
the basis for close collaboration 
on matters of mutual interest. 

discussions established 
and continued dialogue 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHING T ON 

January 22, 1981 

Mr. Jerry Bremer 
Acting Executive Secretary 
Department of State 

Briefing Books 

Per my conversation with you yesterday, request that the 
Department provide briefing books for the visit of the 
Prime Minister of Jamaica, which is scheduled for 

VJ.A LLJX 

0008 

January 28, 1981; and the visit of the President of Korea, 
which is scheduled for Febraury 2, 1981. Please forward 
12 copies of each book to the SC on the dates you 
mentioned today: January 24 fo~ the Jamaica book and 
January.27 for the Korea book. 

c/~4'-
Charles P. Tyson II 
Deputy Assistant to the President ~ 

for National Security Affairs 

I 
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February 24, 1981 

Dear Mr. Prime Ministor: 

It wa a pleasure for Nancy and me to 
w lco you and Mrs. Seaga to Washington 
a our first official guests. 

If l that our t lks were mutually bene­
ficial and provid d a strong foundation 
for n w beginning, and I look forward 
to wor-ing with you in the period ahead. 

I want to than you for your very gener­
ous off r of wee~• iolid yin Jamaica 
for the ... _er ic hoatag s and their 
famili d your ·ind understanding of 
their plight. 

N ney d I eeply • r ciat th hand-
om inaugur l its yo brought for us 

and we look forwar to joying th • 
Sbe joins in every good i to you 
and Mr.Sag. 

Siner ly, 

'The Honor le 
Ed~ard"Seag, M.P. 
Pri Mini tr of J aica 

ing ton 

RR/RA/AVH/lme · 
Approved by NSC 

810225 

D07274 
J1co 
Coo 71' 

I OI? 
___;;J?__ c:> a-9' -o3 

/:c::eoV£-1c2_ 



Salutation: 

THE ~ E HOUSE 

~SHI NG TON 

1/28/81 

"Dear Mr. Prime Minister" 

per L. Denham, State . 

Charles Free 

Charles -

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH!? 

January 30, 1981 

Mr. McCoy has determined 
that the two sets together 
would retail for $75.00. 

C~ thaway 
7064 
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/ 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH I NGTON 

" 1/29/81 

ToElain~ ~ 

Attached are the linen place mats & napkins - -
a gift to Mrs. Reagan from Prime Minister and 
Mrs. Seaga of Jamaica, along with a copy of the 
computer identification sheet. The additional 
numbers at the bottom indicate that there are 
other gifts involved. In this case, a total of 5 
3 for the President, 1 for the President and 
Mrs. Reagan, and 1 {the placemats & napkins) 
for Mrs. Reagan. 

I understand Mr. Peter McCoy will place a 
current U. S. retail value on the placemats & 
napkins. Would you please have him specify one 
price for the two sets together as one gift and 
return the computer sheet with this information 
so that it can be updated for the permanent record. 

Many thanks ! 

Charles Free 
Gifts, Rm. 45, X2881. 

1 
r.\-'-J_J., } 

>:r~ 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

2/19 

Anne Higgins 

Anne: 

Attached is revised draft reply 
to Prime Minister Seaga for his 
gifts and earlier letter offering 
Jamaican holiday for hostages. 
It is has been approved by Richard 
Allen. 

Pls send the signed letter back 
thru NSC for dispatch. 

Carole Farrar 



~ 
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To Charles Free 

From Gary Walters 

Subject : Gifts from Prime Minister Seaga 

Reference our conversation concerning the Jamican Rum 

presented to the President on Wednesday, January 28, 

1981. 

The following information was taken from the labels: 

Rumona Rum Liqueur If Io.~ l.f- S .J-v • ~ Ii ..1. 0 · ? Q 

2 - White Overproof Jamaica Rum _ 1$ j. t:J SSLA,, ~ /pf Cf, ?o 

3 - Appleton 12 Year Old Rar e Old J➔can Bum -tJ'1 ,9.f',µ..• •-"'./Jl1•1° 
., 

4 Appleton White Jamaica Rum, Appleton White Brand - J/>'-,J r#A,• ~ 
,, 

5 - Appleton Gold Jamaica Rum, Appleton Special Brand -

II 6 - Appleton Dark Jamaica Rum, Appleton Punch Brand -
When presented, there were two bottles of each of the above. 

The Vice President has one bottle of each. The other 

/3 •S' fo 
1l -._, /3· S1:, 

" 
,, 13 --Sb 

bottles are in the President's possession. '/t/tJ/,31 
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DA TE: -----+-¼_,)_o/+-/2-'P_I_ 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHI NGTON 

STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

Document No. CJcrJO J yj 1 

ACTION/ CONCURRENCE/ COMMENT DUE BY: ______ _ 

SUBJECT=--------------------'-'------------

ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT □ □ 

MEESE □ □ 

BAKER □ □ 

DEAVER □ □ 

STOCKMAN □ □ 

ALLEN □ □ 

ANDERSON □ □ 

BRADY □ □ 

DOLE □ □ 

FIELDING □ □ 

FRIEDERSDORF □ □ 

GERGEN 0 □ 

HARPER □ □ 

Remarks: 

ACTION FYI 

JAMES □ □ 

MURPHY □ ~~ 

NOFZIGER □ □ 

WEIDENBAUM [J □ 

CANZERI □ □ 

FULLER (For Cabinet) □ □ 

HICKEY □ □ 

HODSOLL □ □ 

MCCOY 
,, ,-
L.... 

THOMAS □ □ 

WILLIAMSON □ f7 

VON DAMM □ □ 

//l'c?o I ~)J )( □ 
c/V 

c;7 ~L He:evd_ Bi 

Richard G. Darman 
Deputy Assistant to the President 

and Staff Secretary 
(x-2702) 

1-

I 
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JAMAICA HOUSE 
K I NGSTON. JAMAICA 27th January, 1981 

1 i~ J~~~r:ply moved 
by the ordeal which the American hostages have suffered 
during their prolonged imprisonment in Iran from which 
they have now happily been released. We appreciate that 
the long separation from their country and from their 
families, made more terrifying by the uncertainty of 
their eventual fate, must have imposed a terrible strain . 
on them and on their loved ones. 

The effects of such strain will pass slowly. 

I know that the American people, out of 
their characteristic generosity, ~ill be doing everything 
possible to mitigate the effects of their ordeal, and I 
have learned of . the arrangements that the Government it­
self has made to offer them a short period of quiet and 
privacy with their families as they adjust to the facto~ 
being back home. 

Jamaica for its part would like to make a 
gesture which at the same time conveys an assurance of 
humanitarian concern for their well-being. Accordingly, 
we offer to share with them the restorative qualities of 
the Jamaican climate and beaches. 

The Jamaican Government therefore wishe~s t6' 
invite the hostages and their children where applicable to 
spend a one-week holiday in Jamaica as our -guests at any 
time that may be· convenient to each family in the course 
of this year. 

I hope, Mr. President, that you will feel 
able to concur with this invitation, ·and that you will 
agree that the invitation may be passed on to each of 
the hostages individually. 

We assure you that we will look forward to 
receiving them at whatever time they choose if it is 
their decision to ~elax and recuperate in Jamaica. 

teWJY~ ~/4 -~v I 
,,.-:::__ / ,, , ./ c , <> t , _.,,./ , ~ 

<L~ . -~ . ----\- ---- c - ~ 

President Ronald Reagan, 
The White House, 
Washington 
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NATIONAL SECUR ITY COUNCIL 

2/19 

Anne Higgins 

Anne: 

Attached is revised draft reply 
Seaga for his 
letter offering 

Prime Minister to 
gifts and earlier 
Jamaican holiday for hostages. 
It _-has been approved by Richard 
Allen. 

Pls send 
thru NSC 

the signed letter 
for dispatch. 

back 

Carole Farrar 

·------------ --

• -+ c..· ~ ..... ..__c.;._ _______ ...;_ 

~./:" ... ~v-<;1.,._. ._, ~,~;.,'.>t:,~~"~" 
·--~s,'"'~r.c ,...,__.1-._Yf.,J~ - ••• -z _'. :#'' . 

....... ,. .,.. ,, ._'{,,~ 'l'., • .,-? ' \ ...... ,. 
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Dear Mr. Prime Minister: 

It was a pleasure for Nancy and me to welcome you and 

Mrs. Seaga to Washington as our first official guests. 

I feel that our talks were mutually beneficial and provided 

a strong foundation for a new beginning, and I look forward 

to working with you in the period ahead. 

I want to thank you for your very generous offer of a week's 

holiday in Jamaica for the American hostages and their 

families and your kind understanding of their plight. 

Nancy and I deeply appreciate the handsome inaugural gifts 
HAo-L-

you brought for us and~look forward to enjoying them. She 

joins with me in every good wish to you ~nd Mrs. Seaga. 

The Honorable 

Edward Seaga, M. P. 

Prime Minister of Jamaica 

Kingston 

Sincerely, 



ebruary 6, 1981 

Dear Mr. Prime Minister and • S 

ancy joins me in sending our deep 
appreciation for your lovely 
Inaugur 1 gifts. They re most 
exquisite and we look forward to 
enjoying th .. 

Pleas accept our incere th s 
for your thoughtfulness. 

Sine rely, 

Hi Excellency 
Ed rd S g and -trs. Se ga 
Kingston, J ica 

RR/AVH/lme 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

FOR: 

FROM: 

February 12, 1981 

JANET COLSON 

ROGER FONTAINE 

Attached reviewed and 
returned per your request. 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

2/9/81 

Ja t: 

Attached is proposed letter to Seaga ,-. 
which the White House corresponde~ IA~A 
prepared to respond to the gifts. I 
recommend that it be revised to include 
a thanks for generous offer of holiday 
in Jamaica for hostages (Jan 27 letter) 
and specific reference to their talks. 

/
I have prepared such a letter for clearance 
The White House will arrange to have 
it typed in final and signed; I will 
simply provide them with a cleared 
draft. 

Carole Farrar 

Revised draft approved: 

as is / 

as amended 

other handling ----

(Just so you'll know, we ordinarily 
handle these routinely; gift letters 
between me and appropriate staffer). 
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JAMAICA HOUSE 
KINGSTON. JAMAICA 27th January, 1981 

The Jamaican people have been deeply moved 
by the ordeal which the American hostages have suffered 
during their prolonged imprisonment in Iran from which 
they have now happily been released. We appreciate that 
the long separation from their country and from their 
families, made more terrifying by the uncertainty of 
their eventual fate, must have imposed a terrible strain 
on them and on their loved ones. 

The effects of such strain will pass slowly. 

I know that the American people, out of 
their characteristic generosity, will be doing everything 
possible to mitigate the effects of their ordeal, and I 
have learned of . the arrangements that the Government it­
self has made to offer them a short period of quiet . and 
privacy with their families as they adjust to the fact of 
being back home. 

Jamaica for its part would like to make a 
gesture which at the same time conveys an assurance of 
humanitarian concern for their well-being. Accordingly, 
we offer to share with them the restorative qualities of 
the Jamaican climate and beaches. 

The Jamaican Government therefore wishes to 
invite the hostages and their children where applicable to 
spend a one-week holiday in Jamaica as our guests at any 
time that may be convenient to each family in the course 
of this year. 

I hope, Mr. President, that you will feel 
able to concur with this invitation, and that you will 
agree that the invitation may be passed on to each of 
the hostages individually. 

We assure you that we will look forward to 
receiving them at whatever time they choose if it is 
their decision to relax and recuperate in Jamaica. 

t{J;//tu~ -~ ..,...__ /4 
---· 

President Ronald Reagan, 
The White House, 
Washington 
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