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discuss border matters, including de-
marcation. In late 1984, the Crown
Prince/Prime Minister visited Baghdad
and discussed border issues. Although
the issues have not been fully resolved,
the two countries enjoy friendly
relations.

Despite its improved relations with
Iraq, Kuwait occupies an exposed and
sensitive geographic position at the
head of the Persian Gulf. In addition to
the external pressures generated,
Kuwait must deal with the presence of
some 400,000 Palestinians and 300,000
Shi'a Muslims in a population of only
about 1.7 million. It gauges its policies
to take into account the sometimes con-
flicting Interests of its larger neigh-
bors—Iraq, Iran, and Saudi Arabia—
and to remain within whatever consen-
sus may exist among the Arab states
on regional issues.

The most immediate current threat
to Kuwaiti security is the Iran-Iraq
war. Although Kuwait is formally neu-
tral in the conflict, it has assisted Iraq
through the transshipment of goods
through its territory and through more
than an estimated $6 billion in loans.
This support made Kuwait subject to
several acts of Iranian retaliation. In
October 1981, an oil-gathering center
was bombed in northern Kuwait, and in
December 1983, a series of terrorist
bombings took place that were directed
at Kuwaiti installations and at the U.S.
and French Embassies. Three employ-
ees of the U.S. Embassy died in the
bombing, in addition to a Kuwaiti cit-
izen and the suicide bomber. Several
U.S. Embassy emplovees and others
elsewhere were wounded. The govern-
ment subsequently convicted 21 persons
of complicity in the attacks, sentencing
six to death (three in absentia). Most of
those convicted were members of a pro-
Iranian Shi'a Muslim oup based in
Iraq.

In December 1984, a Kuwait Air-
ways airliner was hijacked to Tehran,
and two U.S. Government employees
were killed before the hijackers, who
had reportedly demanded the release
those jailed in the December 1983
bombings, were taken by Iranian au-
thorities. The Kuwaiti media was
highly critical of the Iranian regime’
performance during the hijacking.

In May 1985, the amir of Kuwait's
motorcade was attacked by terrorists
using a car bomb. This incident led to
increased security measures throughout
Kuwait,

As part of Iran’s strategy in its war
with Iraq, shipping serving Kuwait in-

of

-

Travel Notes

Climate and clothing: Wear lightweight
clothing most of the year, except in the
cool winter months, Dress conservativly in
public; dress for social functions is similar
to that worn in the West.

Customs: Visas should be obtained from
the Embassy of Kuwait in Washington. DC
or from its consulate in New York City.
Importation of alcohol and pork products is
forbidden. Cholera and vellow fever vac-
cinations are required of travelers coming
from an infected area. Health requirements
change; check latest information.

Health: Many European doctors and a
number of Western-trained Arab doctors
practice in Kuwait.

Telecommunications: Local telephune
service 1z good. Direct-dial international
links are available to most countries, in-
cluding the US. Satellite ground =stations
are in operation. Kuwait is eight time
zones ahead of eastern standard time.
Transportation: Several airlines serve
Kuwait from major cities in the US, Eu-
rope, the Near East, and South and East
Asia. Most principal roads in Kuwait are at
least four lanes. All-weather highways run
north to Iraq and south to Saudi Arabia.
Driving is on the right.

National holidays: New Year's Day (Jan. 1)
and National Day (Feb. 25). Islamic holi-
days are based on the Islamic calendar and
correspond to different days each vear of
the Western calendar. They include: Ascen-
sion Day, Eid Al-Fitr, Waqfa, Eid Al-Adha,
Islamic New Year, and the Birth of the
Prophet.

creasingly became subject to attack in
1986. Late that vear, Kuwait asked per-
manent members of the UN Security
Council to protect its oil exports by ei-
ther leasing their ships to Kuwait or by
reflagging Kuwait's tanker fleet with
these countries flags. In 1957, the
United States reflagged 11 of Kuwait's
oil tankers and established a maritime
protection regime to ensure the safe
passage of U.3. flag ships carrving
Kuwait’s oil.

The Kuwaliti response to current
instability in the area has been to im-
prove its own defense forces and coop-
erate more actively with itz Arab Gulf
neighbors. In early 1951, Kuwait was a
leader in forming the Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) with Saudi Arabia,
Bahrain, Qatar, the United Arab Emi-
rates, and Oman. In November 1934 at
the GCC Summit in Kuwait, member
states announced the formation of a
rapid deployment force to be based in
Saudi Arabia, and efforts began aimed
at linking the air defenses of the GCC

countries. The GCC also is moving to-
ward a common external tariff and free
internal movement of goods, capital,
and GCC citizens.

Kuwait consistently maintains that
defenze of GCC countries falls first and
foremost on these countries themselves
without involvement by the great
powers or others except as a last
resort.

In January 1957, Kuwait hosted the
Firth Summit of the Organization of the
[slamic Conterence (OIC). Elected
chairman of the OIC. it will hold this
position until the next summit meeting
in 1990, Kuwait alzo is an active mem-
ber of the Nonaligned Movement.

Kuwait established diplomatic rela-
tions with the Soviet Union in 1963,
and in 1964 the two countries signed an
agreement for economic and technical
cooperation. In recent yvears, Kuwait
and East European countries have peri-
odically exchanged high-level visits.
Kuwait also has full diplomatic relations
with other communist countries, includ-
ing the People's Republic of China.

DEFENSE

Kuwait maintains a small military force
that includes army, navy, and air force
units. A military modernization pro-
gram is underway. The United King-
dom is the main supplier of defense
equipment with a total of about $1.4
billion in sales to date. Several other
countries, including the United States
and France, have sold major items. Ad-
visers from the United States and sec-
onded personnel from the United
Kingdom, Pakistan, Egypt, and Jordan
provide technical expertise. Kuwait has
purchased some arms from the Soviet
Union, and some Soviet advisers are
present. A separately organized Na-
tional Guard maintains internal se-
curity. Police forces are under the
Ministry of Interior.

U.S.-KUWAITI RELATIONS

A U.S. consulate was opened at Kuwait
in October 1951 and was elevated to em-
bassy status at the time of Kuwait’s in-
dependence 10 years later. The United
States supports Kuwait's independence
and closer cooperation among Gulf
countries. In 1987, cooperation between
Kuwait and the United States increased
due to the implementation of the mar-
itime protection regime to ensure free-
dom of navigation through the Gulf for
Kuwaiti oil in U.S. flag ships.



The United States has provided
military and defense technical as-
sistance to Kuwait from both foreign
military sales (FMS) and commercial
sources. All transactions have been by
direct cash sale. The U.S. Liaison Of-
fice Kuwait attached to the American
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Embassy, manages the FMS program.
By 1985, sales to Kuwait of defense ar-
ticles and services under FMS totaled
$1.5 billion. Principal U.S. military sys-
tems currently operated by the Kuwait
Defense Forces are I-HAWK air de-
fense missiles; A-4 Skyhawk tactical
aireraft; sidewinder air-to-air missiles;
155mm SP howitzers; M113 armored
personnel carriers; TOW anti-tank mis-
siles; wheeled tactical vehicles; commu-
nications equipment; and an automated
support system for management of sup-
ply, maintenance, personnel, and fiscal
functions of the Kuwait Air Force. The
United States is currently conducting
an undergraduate pilot training pro-
gram to train 150 air force pilots over
the next several years and also is as-
sisting with development of a flight
training facility in Kuwait, which
should provide the Kuwaiti Government
with an indigenous pilot training ca-
pability by 1988.

The United States is currently
Kuwait’s second largest supplier (after
Japan), and Kuwait is the fifth largest
market in the Middle East for U.S.
goods and services. U.S. exports to
Kuwait, after exceeding $900 million in
1981-  fell to $741 million in 1983 and
$635.% million in 1986. Kuwait is a
highly competitive market, sensitive to
price. The strong U.S. dollar has made
U.S. exports more expensive compared
to products of most other countries,
causing a shift away from U.S. goods.
Provided their prices are reasonable,
U.S. firms still have a competitive ad-
vantage in many areas requiring ad-
vanced technology, such as oilfield
equipment and services, electric power
generation and distribution equipment,
telecommunications gear, and military

equipment. Besides the strong Ameri-
can dollar, the most important disincen-
tive for U.S. exports to Kuwait is the
Arab boycott of Israel. At times, U.S.
firms have been caught between con-
flicting U.S. and Kuwaiti regulations
regarding the boycott. Some of these
conflicts have been resolved in ways
that satisfy U.S. and Kuwaiti law, but
others remain insoluble and have kept
certain U.S. firms out of the Kuwaiti
market.

Principal U.S. Officials

Ambassado V. Nathaniel Howell

Deputy Chief of Missio ames R.
Hooper

Political Officer—Joseph D. Stafford,
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Economic Office
Stammerman

Consular Officer—William D. Colwell

Publie Affairs Officer (USIS)—Lee
James Irwin

Chief, U.S. Liaison Office, Kuwait—
James A. Bell
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The U.S. Embassy in Kuwait is lo-
cated at Bneid al-Gar, Kuwait (opposite
the Hilton Hotel). The mailing address
is P.O. Box .., Safat, Kuwait, State of
Kuwait (tel. 2424150-9; Hilton Hotel
will pass messages sent to 22039
HILTELS “PASS TO AMERICAN
EMBASSY”). &
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