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My~ T3~ b T A e

by: Pao Yang

In 1975, the Hmong people started to plant their own crops. They don't worry
about anything neither did we. We started to build new hou: 3 and make a new
living. We didn't know when the enemies were going to attack. Until the 13th
of July at midnizht. We're still sleeping, but not my father because he was very
sick, he couldn't sleep. A moment later my father heard a strange sound. It
sound like the sound of an airplane. He knew that the sound was from an airplane
because my ' :her was once a pilot in Laos. He was trained by the American pilots.
Then he woke us up and then we started to run to the cave where we always did when
the airplane came. We stayed there for a moment we saw the Vietn :se bomb our
house and destroy our farm. We werc really afraid that the Vietnamese soldiers

e
might come and kill us all. But they didn't. They thought that®were dead. Then
for a moment the noise was gone my father came out of the cave to see if there
were any airplanes left, but they were all gone. My father said that there were
no airplanes left so we came out of the cave. Our garden, our pig and chicken
were all dead. They were lying around everywhere. Everything that we had were
all destroy. We only have a little food left. We had a lot but when the Viet-
namese came they de :roved it all.

On the next day we were afraid that the Vietnamese were going to come back
again. So my family and I and scme of the Hmong people :arted to move.,
walked with our bare feet | 1se at that time we didn't have any shoe . We

walked all day and all night without stopping anywhere until we reached the Viet-
namese farm. My father told my uncle and my cousin to go see if anybody still
guarc 1 the gate that were going to cro: . But  cousin and my uncle didn't go
because tl r were s¢ red. They just v 1t down near the gate. Then they came

back and told us that there were no guards left. They didn't look for the guards










He asked what my father and my mother were Aoing there. My father said that
they got lost. So my father's friends told my mom and dad to g¢ with them.
When they cross the gate nothing happen. Everybody was saved. Then they came
to a city (called) Too Kai. My father and my mother stayed there. They didn't
even know where I was. They thought I was dead.

The next vear which was 1979. I was 8 years old then. My aunt sent a
letter tc mv mom arnd dad that I was saved. She had taken me to live with her
and they shouldn't worry., When my father and my mom received the letter they
both were very narrv that I was saved. So they paid about 2,000 (Laotian)
dollars to cne ¢f cur cousins to come and get me. We lived 400 miles from the
city that my mom ard dad lived in. When he arrived to the city where we lived
he came to mv aunt's house and said that he was going to take me to my mom and
dad. He told my aunt rot to say a word to me, because if she did then I would
tell all r friends that I was going to go away. Then everyone would know and
they would capture my ccusin. At that time I was fishing with my friends so
I didn't (krow) that my ccusin had come. When I got home my aunt didn't said
anything. All she &id was ¢ . I asked her what happened. She said that I was
going to go away.

"Why," I asked. She said that one of my cousin's came and my mom and dad
paid him to take me to them.

Where is he? I asked.

My aunt said, "He's right there." I look in the closet and there he was.
He ¢ (ed my aunt not to worry. Someday 1e would e us again. Then he took
me to the station and two days later we got to my mom and dad. When I met them
I didn't know who my father was and who my mom ' 3, because we were separated for
a long time. But my mom and dad knew They hugged me, and we were all crying.
We lived ther for about 6 months.

Almost seven months lal - we started to Thailand so we could get to the










two days. Then on the third day, ¢ 32 an airplane. That's the United States
airplane.

It was about 6:00 P,M. when we get to the airplane. I didn't know when
he airplane started to take off. Suddenly I saw some blue sky. Then I knew
that we were in the sky already.

about two davs later we got to Chicago. We lived there for two and a

'

half vears, then we came to Oshkosh. Now I still miss my grandmother. I
know she returred to Laos, but I don't know if she 1s still alive.

Now we have came to the United States. A country of peace and happiness.
It is orne of the most keautiful country in the world I had every seen and a
free country wnere T have nothing to worried about. I would like to thank the
United States fcr letting our people came to their country. We came here
because cur country nad keen lost in war. If t! ‘e were no country like this
one, all of our recrle would have been killed. This country : Jjust like a

mother to our people. It makes everyone of our | Hple very happy. We hope

the United States is very happy for us too.






So we only got to live in our bran new house for a week and then started to vacked
things up again. At that time, there was no place to hide 30 we went to a
big cave and hid there. We hid there about a week but nothing happened to our

[n\as~,}‘€"))
village. We were going to go back, but then misaus and bullets were crying on

(z u fef)
top of our heads. We went back to the cave until it was guite again. Then
we racked things up and started our trip. I was wondering if we will ever settle

somewners tcrever so T don't have to walk so much.

we walked sc Tar off to the other side of the mountains and stayed there

and rest there acou* two or three montl . But our bkiggest problems were food.
We ran cut >f Zocd and had nothing to eat. Sometimes we went to other people's

farm and searched for plants to eat. But since there were > many people, every-
thing was gore. We only ate what we found each day and sometimes it wasn't
enough for all c? wus.

We were coinrg to live there for several more days, but those enemies seemed
to follow us ever,where so we packed up and started another trip. We traveled
and traveled, tut <his time, it never seemed to end.

We traveled for so long and was so tired, so we built a little shelter in
the woods to stay Icr several days. There were 2veral other families with us
too.

Sometir ;, we were sc afraid to cook because if we built a fire, they will
see us and they will drop roms at us. Everything was so difficult at those dav§.
We only stayed there for akout a month then my dad went to a place where
there were »re people. He went there and talked with some men. They said they
knew the way to Thailand. My dad begged them to accept us. They did accept
us. S2> v went to the place they lived in. We stayed there about a week then
started packing again. And this time it's o»re difficult because we traveled

in the jun%les. We threw everything away except our clothings and foods.

But no matter how much we packed, we knew we wouldn't make it. And at that










Thailand. They wanted to know how far we had to traveled. But some stupid
people went to the Vinamies farm and stold the Vinamies's crop seeds. And when
the leaders got back, they 1id it was us. My dad told them that he was neT
with them, but they wouldn't listened. They didn't want us to go with them

so one of the leaders pointed his gun toward my dad. I thought he was going

to shect my dad, kut lucky he didn't.

My dad was mad so he told us to followed him., There was a Lee family that
wanted tc join us. We let them because we known them since the war began.
There was also ancther Le family that wanted to follow us too. Dad wouldn't
let them kecause he didn't know the way either, No matter how much we told
him to go on his own, he wouldn't. He and his family followed 1 like sad dogs
so Dad decided they could come along with us. I wished he didn't because that
man stold some of our salt and I was the person who carried the salt and when
it dissapreared, I got into trouble. And there was a family that begged my dad
with money to accert them. My dad said if they want to come along, they can
but he couldn't take the money because he didn't know the way. We got around
five families in our group. But two days later, we were lost somewhere in the
jungle. We went <hree “ime around in a circle.

Two days later we got capture by the Vinamies. When we were hiding, my
dad went out and ther they saw my dad. Some people started running and the
Vinamies started shcctirc. But nmvy dad was standing in the field with my brother
on his back. We thought they were coing to shcot ny dad, but they didn't.

The leader yelled at his soldeirs @ they stc__:d ooting, My dad told us

to get out of our hiding place. me people n ry but we didn't. We got

out of the tall grass and star 1 to cry outloud. My dad was also crying too.

But the Vinamies told my dad not to Ey because they're not going to harm us.

So they took us to their house and cooked for us. We were hungry, but we couldn't

eat much at .1, Things t:¢ :ed so good, but we couldn't eat much because we were



over hungry.

In the morning, they sent us to a town called "Pa Xa". We stayved there
about a week then we saw that the Vinamies had captured the peop. that kicked
us out of their group. Some of their babies di: ippear because they gave posion

(quiet)
to the baby to keep them quite. But they gave too much and the babies died.
My mem also gave my brother some, but she only have him a little, plus she cooked
it kerore giving it to him.

we staved in Pa Xa about a week and then they sent us to another village
called "a Xue". It wi¢ really poor there. They didn't have food there at all.
They cnly gave us a little amount of food each week. And it was nev - enough.

wWnen we v ‘e the: my mom, dad, and sister were sick. They were all sick
except my olcdest sister and me. I was too, but I wasn't that sick.

My mom, dad, and sister had to go to the hospital so only my oldest sister,

my step brother and I left. And it was really miserable there. That place was

the ugliest place in the whole entire world. It was poor it was ugly and evil,

1ty

It caused a lot cf ceople's lives. And we thought we were going to die there,
but we didn't.

When my mom, <ad, and my sister came back from the hc »ital, there was two
men can from a tc far away called "Town 52". They came to rescue their cousins
so my dad « <ted them to accept v too. My dad begged them to accept us. They
did accept us so we s rted our trip to the new town. It was so far away. I
walked everyday until 9:00 P.M. and the morning, we start about 5:30 or 6:00
A.M.

!  walked about one 1d a ] Lf week then we finally got to that new town.

That town was clean and pretty. But our trouble s 3, we didn't have a place

tO StaVeeeaeesn

My dad knew a men and he was rich. My dad asked him if he could find a house

for v . I did gave us a house to live in. But we were so poor and didn't have



anything to eat. They had to go work for either money or rice. But they choce
rice because mor 7 was not so good at those days. A thousand only worth a dollar
or two if I compare.

My mom, dad, and sisters were off to the fields everyday and sometimes night
too. I was to stay home and took care of my vounger brothers and cooked for them.
we didn't have anything to eat at all., All we ever eat was rice. BRut that's
better than nothing.

We lived in that hot : about a year then there was three men came from
Thailand., They contact my dad and was willing to help us to get to Thailand.

My dad agreed so ther it goes again,

When v were going to leave, we can not tell anyone because if we did, they'll
put us in jail. Some people tried to escape, but tl Vinamies captured them
back id put them in Jail.

Anyway, we packed our things up and just carry enough food for our trip.

We traveled nine days in the jungle and then we finally reached the river between
Laos and Thailand.

When we got to t..e river, the three men told us to wait and they'll return
with the boat. Wwe waitted and waitted, but nothing happened. We thought they
would never come back., We were so scared. And my dad w¢ mad. But later the
three men sent a Thai guy over instead. He make three or four trips back and
fourth., And we wer tI last to get on the boat. It was so scary waiting on
the other side. I had a feeling and it kept on blocking my mind. I kept on
thinking, what if they don't come back, what if the enemies come after us......

I we so scared, but lat : on, they came back and none of my family was lost.

When we got to Thailand, we were tired, so we Llept on the sand until morning.

But before v got a chance to go to sleep, the thi : men told us to go to the

camp where tt 7 put new :rangers first.

In the morning, v went to find that place. We walked and walked and when




we got there, we didn't see it so we passed it. But luckly there was a man and
a woman walked passed us. They were Hmoong too, so we asked them., They told
us that we passed it, so we v 1t back and staved there.

A couple days later, one of our cousin came. He didn't know that we were
there though. He saw us by accident. He talked to my dad for about an hour,

thern ne nad to leave. I asked Dad if I could go with him. Dad said yes, so
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o his house, he told his wife to take me to my aunt's house.

She tccx me e my aunt's house an hour later.
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ct to ny aunt's house and when I saw her, I ran into her arms and
began to cry crnze asain for my "victory". She was also crying too.

Tren zre rex: Ziv we went back to where my parents were. She told us that
when they 21lcwed =z “o Zet cut, she will come and pick us up.

A weex later <he Tha:is allowed us to out of the camp, so we went and live
with my aunt.

Mom and Zad wcrxel zc nari o Tet enough money to pay the three men, so we
could come to <he Urnited States., They worked arnd worked and finally it was
done because the n=lt 2 «=v aunt toc.

We only lived in Trhailand half vear and then we came to the United Staes.
We got to Deccrarn Iowa in 2. 3.

When we got to Cecoran, we lived in the country where there was no other
families around. It was really lonely, but we v .t to school everyday and it
didn't seemed koring after all. But in tt} weekends, we just stay 1 home and
chaced squerrals around. Sometimes we went to town and v: .t our cot ins, but
only if they come and pick us up. We haven't have car and Dad doesn't know how
to drive vyet.

We lived in the country for two ' 1rs tl 1 we moved to town. We lived in
town for a vear and a half then we moved to Oshkosh, Wisconsin,

Now, I'm living in America and I'm really proud of the country I'm in because




I got most of the things I want. I'm having a lot of fun with all mv friends,
Sometimes I felt bad that it's not my country, because sometimes people made
fun of me: they even spit at me, but I didn't car anymore, I got used to it.
Ard I'm living in the country where I really don't belong. Anyway, I Jjust
want 2all the teachers and the presindent to know that I'm proud of their country.
And someday, I like to go back to the country where I was born; if there's a
chanceésseevee..and if there's no more war.....
Thanx you America, for what you have done to us, and for helping us to get

our educations!!










can it when you feel like it, and have fun instead fear and wondering what
will happening to you next approaclting,

I believed my family is one of the very locky. We came to South Dakota
lived there for 3 months, we moved to Chicago lived there for 3 vyears, and
then we came to Oshkosh.

I and all my sist s and brothers got a chance to enrolled in school we
live and having fun just like anyother kids in the city and that makes me
very apprreciated wnat I really fought for from the very small village to this

beautiful Country.












































































































