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Mr. Jerome E. DeBruin 
7321 Gwenn Court 
Sylvania, Ohio 43560 

Dear Mr. DeBruin: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

W ashington, D .C. 20520 

October 9, 1981 

Ms. Anne Higgins, of the President's office, has asked me to reply 
to your recent letter to the President concerning your brother, 
Eugene DeBruin. 

We are, of course, aware of the circumstances of your brother's 
capture on September 5, 1963, i mprisonment by Pathet Lao forces, 
and escape in early July 1966. We have obtained no information on 
Eugene DeBruin's fate since that escape attempt. At that time, 
two of the people in the group , who did successfully escape, 
reported that Eugene DeBruin was last seen trying to reach high 
ground near the prison. One later report, which indicated that 
Eugene DeBruin had been seen i n 1967-68, was determined to be 
a fabrication. 

We understand how painful your brother's disappearance has been to 
you and your parents. We have repeatedly attempted to obtain from 
the Lao Government information on Eugene DeBruin's fate. We have 
given the Lao Government all t he i n formation available to us on 
his capture and subsequent escape ( in Lao as well as English), a 
photograph of Eugene De Bruin in captivity, and a map showing his 
last known location. As you are no doubt aware, Senator Hayakawa 
made the most recent attempt to gain information from the Lao on 
Eugene DeBruin during the Senator's visit to Vientiane in August. 

You mentioned in your letter to the President increasing reports of 
· sightings of live prisoners in Southeast Asia. These reports are 
a l l very carefully investigated. A number, distressingly, turn out 
t o be fraudulent. About half refer to persons who returned from 
Southeast Asia in the 1973-76 period. The remainder are still 
under investigation. However, none of the reports that Americans 
may be held against their will in Laos or Vietnam has been sub­
stantiated. Nor can any of the reports still under investigation 
b e equated with Eugene DeBruin. 

Unfortunately, all our efforts to obtain information on Eugene 
DeBruin's fate have been unsuccessful. Nevertheless, we will 
continue to press the Lao Government for an accounting for 
Mr . DeBruin, as well as for all Americans lost in Laos. We will 
continue to investigate carefully and fully all reports of 
sightings of live Americans in Laos and Vietnam. We will hold the 
La o and Vietnamese governments to their humanitarian obligation to 
account as fully as possible for Americans missing as a consequence 
o = t he Vietnam War. 
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I regret that I am unable to provide you with the "good news" you 
have sought on your brother as an anniversary present to your 
parents. We sympathize with the sorrow and frustration felt by the 
families of those still missing and unaccounted for. We have done 
and will continue to do all that is possible to resolve thi-s pain­
ful humanitarian issue. 

Sincerely, 

:)
, "' o _ A O ,[)711dJ -

·-_, l11A~tf.◄ c3/& lfUJ.-_ 
Dani A. O'Donohue 
Deputy Assistant Secretary 
Bureau of East Asian and 

Pacific Affairs 
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8127865 
Sept r 21, 1981 ..... . 

ar Mr. D Bruin: 

Thank you for your sage to P-r sid nt agan 
regarding th 50th wedding anniver ary of your 
parents. I know you ill underst nd that e­
cause of the heavy official d n on th resi­
dent's ti , it i not possible for h to co ply 
with your request for a recorded ssage. How-
ever, I ave enclo ed a card which thought 
your par nts might enjoy h ving. 

In regard to the other tter o di cu sed, I 
have fonarded your l tter to the p ropri te 
governme t offici 1 for eir consi er tion. 

fi th President gan• t i , 

Since ly, 

e Bigg· 
Director of corr pod c 

Mr. Jerome E. De ruin 
7321 Gwenn court 
Sylv nia, OII 43560 

✓Enclosures: R-2; return cassett tape 
cc: Office of Agency Liaison with incoming for 

special referral 
AVH:MAK:SEV:kdb-V-6 
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Honorable Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear President Reagan: 

7321 Gwenn Court 
Sypania, Ohio 43560 
August 3, 1980 

81.27865 

I write to enlist your assistance in theS£_~e o_f my br9ther, Eu ene 
Henry DeBruin an Ameri(&ln civilian prisoner f he Pathet Lao in Laos 
since Se temb r 5 19.§3. Next month, Eugene wil l begin his 19th year in 
captivity in Southeast Asia. The following month, on October 17, 1981, 
Eugene's parents will "celebrate" their 50th Wedding Anniversa:?cy. 
Incredible as it may seem, nearly 40% of my parents' married life has 
been spent in limbo in attempts to prod officials of the U.S. Government 
to obtain Eugene's release. Thus far, we have been unsuccessful in our 
efforts. The 18 years since Eugene's disappearance and the 15 years since 
his escape from Houei Het Prison in Southern Laos have been scattered like 
dry leaves, and covered with a heavy snow. Our hopes have been dashed, 
lifted and dashed again. But still there is hope as reports of live 
Americans being held prisoner in Southeast Asia continue to mount. Per­
haps you can help before time ru,,s out . " .:,fil st:;::-,.1~~les with cRn.c:er • ..D3_rl' s 
health continues to fail and Eugene languishes in a prison in far away 
Laos. Won't you help bring Eugene home again to be reunited with his 
family on his parents' 50th Wedding Anniversary? Admittedly, this is no 
easy task, but for you, as President of the United States, the task is 
not an insurmountable one. 

What can you do to help our family? First, our family wants you to 
directly intercede with Prince Souphanouvong, a Pathet Lao leader in 
Laos, who has visited Eugene several times in prison. Won't you establish 
direct contact with the Prince and ask him for Eugene's immediate release? 
If Eugene's release cannot be gained at the present time (I don't see 
any real reason why it cannot), please encourage the Prince to permit 
Eugene to write to us and supply information on his current whereabouts. 
This vital information could be given to Mom and Dad at the time of their 
Anniversary and before they die not knowing the fate and whereabouts of 
their son. Eugene's release or a letter or tape from him would be the 
single most significant event in my parents' 50 years of wedded life and 
an answer to a dream, the American Dream of freedom, incll2rJ.ing Eugene. 
You can make this dream become a reality. 

Second, I realize that this request is extraordinary and will take 
some of your valuable time. I also realize, as do you, that there are 
three American lives at stake, Mom, Dad and Eugene. Won't you dictate 

0404 67 



H9norable Ronald Reagan 
August 3, 1981 
Page 2 

a few sentences on the enclosed tape and return it to me for playback at 
their Anniversary? Perhaps a phone call that relates your efforts to 
obtain Eugene's release would do much the same. Your words would lend a 
great deal of emotional support. Mom and Dad would then know that their 
President truly wants to fulfill the dream of having Eugene released. 

As previously mentioned, our family believes in the American Dream 
of freedom for all and the ideal for which it stands. The DeBruin family 
has helped America protect the integrity of this ideal by sending four 
sons to military service for a combined total of 32 years of dedicated 
service to their country. In return, we ask you to seek Eugene's 
immediate release. We earnestly hope that you will have good news for 
Mom and Dad on October 17 1981, their 50th Wedding Anniversary . Time 
is running out. ---
JED/th 
Enc. 

Respectfully yours, 

Jerome E. DeBruin 



THA PA CHON VILLAGE, LAOS 1964 
Left to Right: American, Eugene Henry DeBruin: 
Thais, Pisidhi Indradat, Prasit Promsuwan, 
Prasit Thanee: Hong Kong Chinese, To Yick Chiu 

Eugene Henry DeBruin, 

1960 

Eugene Henry DeBruin, 

1960 
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July 26, 1983 

Mr. Nhot K. Sinvongsa 
Ivan Bruner Construction 
555 Odana Road 
Madison, Wisconsin 53729 

Dear Mr. Nhot Sinvongsa: 

The President's office has asked me to reply directly to your 
letter of June 10 to President Reagan. 

I assure you that the United States Government and the American 
people continue to be concerned about Laos and the Lao people. 
As you know, the United States has provided sanctuary to more 
than 133,000 Lao refugees and we continue efforts to assist Lao 
refugees in Thailand. 

The keystone of American policy in Indochina is our support for 
the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN). The United 
States and most ASEAN countries a~ well as many other nations 
have diplomatic relations with the current government in 
Vientiane. We sympathize with your desire to end the 
Vietnamese military presence in Laos and restore Laos' 
neutrality, and we are aware of human rights violations in 
Laos. We have particularly deplored the detention of persons 
in •re-education• camps without trial some eight years after 
the war. The United States, however, is not trying to 
overthrow the government of the Lao People's Democratic 
Republic by force; nor do we provide assistance to groups 
seeking its forceful overthrow. Our objective is to support 
ASEAN in achieving a peacef 1 sol tion to the problem in 
Kampuchea. We believe that this course offers not only the 
best opportunity for restoring stability and security in 
Southeast Asia but also for reducing external interference in 
Laos. 

The United States shares your concern at the threat to the 
security of the region posed by aggressive Vietnamese military 
operations. The Vietnamese occupation of Kampuchea seriously 
destabilizes the region and threatens the security of Thailand. 

You have mentioned the use by the Vietnamese and Soviets of 
poison gases in Laos. The use of chemical weapons which are 
prohibited by both conventions and international law is of 
paramount concern to the United States. We have been active in 
efforts to investigate the use of these inhumane weapons and to 
publicize information on Soviet and Vietnamese involvement. 
The United States Government will continue to play a major role 
in efforts to resolve this issue and to halt the use of 
chemical weapons against the people of Afghanistan and 
Southeast Asia. 



• ' 

Thank you for writing to express your views on the situation in 
Laos. Should you be in Washington on other business, I would 
be happy to meet you to further discuss Laos and United States 
policy in Indochina. 

Sincerely, 

David C. Halsted 
Acting Director 
Office of Vietnam, Laos 

and Kampuchea Affairs 
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ivan brunar con)truction 
DANAROAD • MADISON • WI 53719 • TEL6081271-3131 

The Honorable Ronald R. Reagan 
President of the United States 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear President Reagan: 

June 10, 1983 

I am the leader of the S.B.G. organization and am writing on behalf of the Lao 
refugees here in the United States. The purpose of this letter is to explain our situation 
that we might enlist the hel of the American overnm 11 of the Lao people of this 
world are grateful for the aid of the American government, because without your aid we 
would be living under Communism in Laos, and that situation is intolerable. 

The letters S.B.G. in Laotion stand for Sor Bor Gor which means Laotion helping 
Laotion. S.B.G. presently have approximately 5800 members in the states of Wisconsin, 
Minnesota, Iowa and Illinois. e have not expanded beyond these states even though 
there is keen interest nationwide. The primary reason for lack of expansion is shortage 
of money and time. The goal of this organization is to enlist many more Lao to help our 
people in their struggle for freedom. 

We the Lao people no in your country give ourselves into the charge of the 
American government. We would do that which the government would have us do in 
order to return to our country - a free country as it was before. 

February 21, 1975 there was an agreement among the people (the old government 
and the communist faction), to work together. But the old government lost its political 
and its military powers. The Communists took over the country completely. Therefore 
many of the Lao people were forced to leave their country. 

Although'_ there is still a countr of Lao on the map of the world as before, it is not 
the country of Laos we knew. The countr e kne as a country of freedom and 
religion with a king and a system of law and order. The flag of this country was a three 
headed elephant and was recognized by the United ations for forty years. 

There has been much political and military turmoil in Indochina since 1962 until the 
day the American government signed an agreement to end the war in Vietnam in 1970. 
The government and the people of America kno that orth Vietnam was disloyal to this 
agreement and the war continued. As the American military was withdrawn from South 
Vietnam the South Vietnamese were frightened and felt unable to fight the North 
Vietnamese on their own. 

The three countries of Indochina were all taken over by the Communists. After the 
Communist takeover there were still many people being killed daily in these countries. 
About five million (Indochinese) people have died in Indochina due to this war. 

1 
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After the Communist takeover of Laos many thousands of Soviet and Vietnamese 
came to assist the Lao Communists in the complete takeover of the country. The Lao 
people who had worked with the old government or worked with the American 
government (people who had fought in the war) and many other people were arrested and 
sent to reeducation camps. Many of these people were killed. Whole families were 
arrested, whole families killed regardless of age or sex. 

Throughout the country, the Soviets sprayed poison gasses from planes (chemical 
warfare) killing many more people. This then left the area free for them to enter 
unnoticed. Tractors were used to conduct mass burials that these murders might be kept 
secret. After this killing the Soviets and Vietnamese entered the areas and secretly 
mined diamonds, gold and silver from the mountains of Laos and sent them to their own 
countries. The forests of Laos were stripped, they logged many varieties of trees and 
sent the wood to their own countries. 

Many Lao people were killed but to cover this fact (to keep the census up) 
Vietnamese families were moved into Laos that the world might see that the population 
of Laos is still the same. This practice further covered up the killing which has taken 
place. 

Mr. Gysone, the present President of Laos and his cabinet are set up for looks only, 
the workings of the government are actually controlled by the Soviet and Vietnamese 
military. Now that the country of Laos is well under control some of the Soviet and 
Vietnamese soldiers are no fighting with the country of Thailand. In every office, 
school and business the Soviet or Vietnamese are sent to work as the supervisors of the 
Lao people working there. The customs, rules, regulations and religion of the old Laos 
are no longer in use. The young Lao men and women are forced to marry Vietnamese. 
The children of these marriages always use the Vietnamese last names, that they might 
be Vietnamese citizens. This process would slowly eradicate the Lao people. The 
present government says if two Lao people marry, these people do not love their 
country. These couples are separated and sent to different parts of the country, neither 
knowing the whereabouts of the other and then new Vietnamese spouses are found for 
them. If these Vietnamese spouses are not accepted the Lao are killed. 

Sweet rice was the major crop planted. This rice is the staple of the Lao people. 
The government of Gysone now takes 95% of the harvest and the people themselves are 
left with only 5% of their harvest. This percentage taken by the government is used to 
feed the Soviet and Vietnamese soldiers. The people are not to say that the government 
took 95% of their harvest but that they wished to give it to the government. The people 
do this under the fear of death. People of all ages are sent to study Russian and 
Vietnamese, although Laotion is still studied it is not given much time. The people also 
study how bad America and other free coW1tries of the world are. They curse America 
and the American way of life daily. The young Lao people are taught only these 
languages and the cursing of the free world. They are not allowed to study trades or 
anything else that they may be kept from having the knowledge to think and care for 
themselves. 

The Buddist religion which used to be highly respected and an everyday part of life 
in Laos is no longer allowed. There are no longer any practicing monks. The large 
temples are now used for military camps. Any statues of Buddah and other artifacts of 
the temple were removed from the country. The Lao people have been greatly saddened 
by these things but are unable to do anything to stop it. 
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Every daily aspect of life is now made difficult for the Lao people in their own 
country. Families are separated and sent to different parts of the country. The Lao 
people are now very poor, they do not have enough clothes to wear or food to eat. The 
work is hard and food is not enough and the medical problems of the people increase but 
there is no medicine or medical help for them. Travel from city to city is very difficult 
since the roads between them are in great disrepair. 

The government of Gysone has taken many thousands of Lao women to be 
prostitutes for the Soviet and Vietnamese armies. If a woman becomes pregnant she is 
sent back to her home and a new woman is taken to be a prostitute. This is all done 
discreetly so the foreign embassies have no knowledge of it. 

Sometimes young Lao people are sent to study in Vietnam. When the young people 
return they all have Vietnamese spouses. 

Since the Communist takeover of Laos the Lao people now see that they do not like 
the Communists in their country. They have seen and heard and worked with communists 
and are tired of their ways. It is not as they were told it would be. The people were 
forced to do work they didn't know how to do and had never done before. We the Lao 
people were therefore forced to leave everything we owned and the country we loved and 
escape from the ietnamese and the Communist rulers. The escape to Thailand is filled 
with danger yet Lao people attempt it every day. Out of every 100 people that attempt 
to escape, twenty-five are killed on the way. The most dangerous part of the escape is 
crossing the Mekong River. • any people are shot in the river - women, children, old 
people and pregnant omen. Even knowing of this great danger the Lao peoples still 
attempt to escape for they cannot live with the Communist rule. 

Once reaching Thailand, the Lao people enter refugee camps run by the United 
Nations. There they are provided ith food, shelter, clothing and medical attention. 
From these camps in Thailand the Lao people are resettled in a third country. They are 
accepted by many countries; Canada, France, Japan, Australia and many more. America 
has resettled the largest number of Lao refugees. The Lao people are very happy to have 
been resettled here in America (better than other countries). They have found so much 
help in every aspect of their resettlement. 

The Laotions are amazed by the p osperity here in merica, so different from 
Laos. Even though they are helped in every aspect of life here and enjoy the prosperity 
of America, the Lao people still miss their o country. They still want to return home 
to Laos. 

The Lao people still in Laos are not able to escape anymore because the Soviet and 
Vietnamese military has sealed off the paths of escape. The people in Laos are waiting 
to see if those that were able to escape will help them to gain back their country. 

Before the Communist took over Laos they told the Lao people how wonderful 
things would be under Communist rule. All people would be equal - there would be no 
rich and no poor. But having taken over the country things are not as they said it would 
be. It was all a lie. 

This brings us the Lao people, to the point of writing this letter to the American 
government that the government might consider the problems of the people and the 
country of Laos and then help us to resolve them. 
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The Lao people who have been resettled here in a third country would like to return 
to their own country of Laos. As long as Laos is under Communist rule, we are unable to 
return. We would like a democratic government in Laos as there is in America. 

We, the people of S.B.G. organization (in America, Laos and other countries) have 
come together in one mind. We have come to despise the Communists and are ready to 
do anything to rid our country of them. The Laotions still in Laos are going to fight the 
Communists and they ask our help. There are 9,000 men in Laos ready to fight from 
within if they have weapons. They are not properly armed but are willing to fight with 
anything and anyway they can, so much is their hate for the Communist rule of their 
country. There is no one helping these Lao people in their fight against Communism. We 
as Lao refugees in America come to ask the Americans for help. All of the Lao people 
are ready to fight to the death, there is no turning back. If all the Lao must die, we are 
still willing to fight. If there are still Lao people left they will fight the Communists. 
Only if all of the Lao people have died would the Communists then have the country of 
Laos without a fight. If all the Laotions were to be killed then God is left to judge. 

The old government of Laos lost their will to fight the Communists. The 
Communists entered Laos and the old government turned over the country to the 
Communists, the people of the old government then escaped to other countries. Now, we 
the people of Laos still wish to fight and will not turn back or give up as the old 
government did. 

The Lao people no request the help of the people and government of America that 
we might be advised as to what must be done to regain our country. We are willing to do 
whatever the government advises. Does the American government want to see the 
extinction of the Lao people? (Or, ill you help us before it is too late?) 

The people of the S.B.G. organization have written this letter to the American 
government that the government might know of our plight, in order that the government 
might consider helping us in our fight against communism in our country. 

The fears, concerns and willingness of men to fight have been communicated to us 
from the Lao people still in our country. e cannnot emphasize strongly enough the 
desire of the Lao people in this country o help our brothers and sisters in Lao. 

After reading this letter if the merican government feels compelled to assist us, 
the S.B.G. orgznization will then continue our fight against the Communist rule in our 
country. We are willing to do whatever the merican government would have us do. 
(Without the government's assistance we are unable to continue this fight.) 

The people of the S.B.G. organization hope that war may never touch the shores of 
America and that this country may have continued good fortune and prosperity. 

would like a meeting with ou ersonall either in in Washin on, 
D.C. or at any location o your c 01ce. Will you please respond by letter or telephone to 

-Mr. Ivan Bruner, 5555 Odana Road, Madison, isconsin 53719, telephone (608) 271-3131 
and he will complete the arrangements on our behalf. Thank you for your time and 
consideration. We trust we have conveyed our serious concern and urgency to act. 

Nhot Sinvongsa 

- .., 
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