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April 24, 1981 

De r Mrs. Oait r: 

he Pr ident as ac.ked m to thank you for your April 10 
lett r advis'n9 him of your deep concern t:egarding the 
itu tion in Lebanon. We also appreciate receiving the 

views cont ined in the letter whicb you and Congressm n 
R hall a r ed to secretary Haig. 

You ay be assured that the Administration welcomes having 
the benefit of your personal insight# particularly t.he first­
hand information which you and your colleagues \Jere ble to 
gather during your visit to Lebanon last year. In view of 
your strong recommendation that Lebanon's problems be ettled 
vith immediacy, I hav taken the liberty of diractin your 
letter to the Pr si ent•s n tional security advis rs. I am 
sure that your ob ervntions and concerns will bo given 
careful con ideration as th Administration focu es on this 
issue. 

Again., thank you very much for your interest in appri ing us 
of your views. 

With cordial reg rd, l ~~ 

Sincer ly, 

Max L. Priedersdorf 
Assistant to the President 

The aonorable Mary Rose Oakar 
House of epresentatives 
i1a hington, o.c. 20515 

MLF:CMP:KIR: ir 

cc: / c ef& e p - SC - for appropriate follo -up IF NECESSARY 
( ease se c ~ & a~ rep y to ax Friedersdorf) 

., 
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COMMnTEES: MARY ROSE OAKAR 
20TH DISTRICT, OHIO 

BANKING, FINANCE 
AND URBAN AFFAIRS 

DISTRICT OFFICE: 

523 FEDERAL COURT BUILDING 

215 SUPERIOR AVENUE 

CLEVELAND, OHIO 44114 

(216) 522-4927 

<ongrcss of tbt itnitcb 3i,tatei 
J,ouse of l\epresentatibes 

Ria.uf,ington, It<. 20515 

POST OFFICE ANO CIVIL SERVICE 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON AGING 

WASHINGTON OFFICE: 

107 CANNON HOUSE OFFICE Bul l.DINO 

WASHINGTON, D .C . 20515 
(202) 225-5871 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

April 10, 1981 

020075 

As you are aware, Lebanon is again a victim of intense and 
fierce fighting. 

I wanted to pass along to you a copy of the recent letter 
Congressman Nick Rahall and myself wrote to Secretary Haig. 

We are deeply concerned about this tragedy and wanted you 
to know our views. 

MRO:jg 
Enclosure 

Sincerely, 

?!~f~~ 
Member of Congress 



C!tongress of tbe mlniteb ~tates 
~ou.se of i\epre.sentatibes 

ffiasbington, ~.QC. 20515 

April 7, 1981 

The Honorable Alexander M. Haig, Jr. 
Secretary of State 
Department of State 
Washington, D.C. 20520 

Dear Secretary Haig: 

-
I 

As you know, Lebanon is once again the object of intense 
and fierce fighting. This fighting, which is now in its fifth 
day, is the most serious in three years. Reports suggest that 
in Zahle and Beirut 130 lives have been lost and over 500 
people have been wounded. The fighting is of great concern, 
and we strongly urge that the United States Government press 
for a lasting cease fire in the short term, and for a political 
solution in the long-run. 

As people who share common ancestry, we are deeply con­
cerned about the situation in Lebanon. We feel it important 
to meet with you as soon as possible to discuss our concerns. 
Last year, ti__ve Members of Congress traveled to Lebanon,- -&yria 
and Israel at the- request of t'.ne- speaker of the House of Repre­
sentatives to gain first-hand information about the continuing 
problems in and around Lebanon. We found that Lebanon's 
sovereignty was continually threatened by the conflicts on its 
soil. Villages were emptied of their inhabitants. Thousands 
of refugees lived in and around Beirut. Human suffering was 
unabated. Businesses expressed little confidence in the political 
climate. The once-bustling Beirut -- now blackened and ugly -­
was clearly no longer the "Pearl of the Mediterranean." 

The time cannot wait for the. United States to take a 
strong position regarding Lebanon. Every day the situation 
worsens. We feel it impoxtant that the United States call 
upon all parties to cease fighting. The United States should 
demand that United Nations troops replace military forces 
on all aggressive fronts and that all forces c~ase fire. 

Rather than being viewed as a sideshow to the problems 
of the Middle East, Lebanon's problems must be settled with 
immediacy. Certainly, in the long run, increased military 

1 



'l'he 1-lonorabl.e Alexander M. Haig, Jr. 
April .7: 19 81 
Page Two 

.:.1nd ~cc,num.i.c aid an<.l uru11.i.l:.iyul:.ed U.S. suppo.c·l;. fo:c th<;; c<:::ntr<-tl 
government of Lebanon 1 s reassertion of sovereignty over the 
entire country is warranted. However, in the meantime, a 
short-term solution is mandated. We strongly urge that the 
United States act immediately and save the lives of the 
innocent victims of the Lebanon disaster. 

Sincerely, 

I ,' ,• 



-... 

l 
. " b 



j 

ID # __ ___;__,Q,,___.2~0<-""Q'--L.7::fi-"'L-_ 

& t)f{, 
WHITE HOUSE 

CORRESPONDENCE TRACKING WORKSHEET 

□ 0 · OUTGOING 

□ H · INTERNAL 

ffl · INCOMING 
Date Correspondence d 1 ; 
Received (YY/MM/DD) 6 '/ f OT f I? 

Name of Correspondent: c¼~ Z )'},,~ 
Er Ml Mail Report User Codes: (A) ___ _ 

> 

(B) ___ _ (C) ___ _ 

Subject:,...!....,,!.~~;c..,e....=!==----!::!L=~=.&,l.__3:~-=4-~:.......;{-,:__=::=~~u5,::==~=-+--.L!L.!.~~.£;=_---==~== 

ROUTE TO: 

Office/Agency (Staff Name) 

/.Jk~ 
/~~ 

A - Appropriate Act ion 
C - Comments 
D - Draft Response 
F - Fact Sheet 

ACTION 

Action 
Code 

ORIGINATOR 

Referral Note: 

J 
Referral Note: 

Referral o e: 

Referral o e: 

I - Info Copy, o 
R - Direct Repl) 
S - For Signature 
X - Interim Reply 

Tracking 
Date 

YY/MM/DD 

I I 

I I 

DISPOSITION 

Type 
of 

Response 

Complet ion 
Date 

Code YY/MM/DD 

I 

B-

~O OUTGO! G CORRESPO DE CE 

ype o Response = n ia s of S,g e• 
Code = A-

I 

Comments:_/\--_l_s_ c... __ i-------'('-o __ ?.._ </-_ {,_ ~ ________ Com_ p_et_ion-D-at-e _= -□at_e_o_f Out_ go __ _ 

Keep this worksheet attached to the original incoming letter. 
Send all routing updates to Central Reference (Room 75, OEOB). 
Always return completed correspondence record to Central Files. 
Refer questions about the correspondence tracking system to Central Reference, ext. 2590. 

2181 



RECORDS MANAGEMENT ONLY 

CLASSIFICATION SECTION 

No. of Additional 
Correspondents: __ _ Media: L lndividualCodes: L .~L.£1 ...i.~Ad. 
Prime 1a~ 1 0 / 
Subject Code: ~ ~..LJ.ftz -__ 

Secondary /V.. .A / 
Subject Codes: _ g __/') L&_ -__ 

0a L53_ . __ 
Cb Cl6. - :?w/ 

Code 

c __ 

DSP 

SIGNATURE CODES: 

Date 

CPn • Presidential Correspondence 
n • 0 • Unknown 
n • 1 • Ronald Wilson Reagan 
n · 2 · Ronald Reagan 
n • 3 · Ron 
n • 4 • Dutch 
n - 5 - Ron Reagan 
n • 6 • Ronald 
n - 7 - Ronnie 

CLn • First Lady's Correspondence 
n • 1 • Nancy Reagan 
n • 2 • Nancy 
n • 3 • 

PRESIDENTIAL REPLY 

Comment 

Time: 

Time: 

MEDIA CODES: 

B • Box/package 
C • Copy 
D • Official document 
G - Message 
H • Handcarried 
L. Letter 
M - Mailgram 
O-Memo 
P • Photo 
R • Report 
S • Sealed 
T • Telegram 
V • Telephone 

CBn · Presidential & First Lady's Correspondence 
n • 1 · Ronald Reagan • Nancy Reagan 

X - Miscellaneous 
Y · Study 

n • 2 • Ron • Nancy 

Form 

p. 

Media: __ _ 



' r 

-··-~---~···---·--' 
\ ··-· -·--·-· 

April 24, 1981 

Dear Chuc ~ 

on 

-d nc hc-s as .. ed Cle to thank you for your 
1 t cr1 cosigned by lG of your colleagues 

r n t Foreign Relations CG~itb·•e, x ross­
concern over the pres~nt .ituation 

ured that to Mministrati.on ppre-
c~ tJ:e benefit of your assessment of this 
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secur ty ~ i -r • I a ure. that your o "St.U.'Wltions 

nd cone n will be gi n c reful cor.sideraticn as 
th d ini tr tion foe se on this issue. 

Again, thank you v ry uch for apprising u of your 
view .. 

i ith cordi rngard1 I ar:i 

Sincer ly; 

Mu L. Fricdcrsdo.rf 
Assistant to the President 

flle Sonora le Charles H .. Percy 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

cc: w/inc to Jeff Kemp - NSC - for appropriate follow-up IF 
NECESSARY (Please send copy of any reply to Max Friedersdorf) 

MLF:CMP:KIR:ds- -v 
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The Presiden t 
The White Ho u se 
Washington , DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

April 10, 1981 

0200 76 

We are wr iting to express our concern over recent events 
in Lebanon a n d are pleased that the Administration is making 
efforts to end the bloodshed. 

The Syrian army 's indiscriminate shelling of the 
Christian city of Zahlah is indefensible. Hundreds of 
civilians hav e b een killed or wounded by Syrian artillery 
and tank fire i n t h e past six days. This large-scale and 
completely unnecessary v i olence is the type of thing the 
Syrian forces were supposed to prevent, not promote. 

Five years a go, wh e n t he Syrian troops entered Lebanon, 
their professed purpose was to restore order and to assist the 
Lebanese Central Government i n reasserting its authority 
throughout the country . In October 1976 the Arab League gave 
the Syrian presence a multi- national veneer by adding contingents 
from other Arab states. Howe ver, the other Arab states --
Saudi Arabia, North Yeme n , t h e Sudan and the United Arab 
Emirates -- hav e long since withdrawn their forces leaving the 
Syrians as the only conti ngent of the original multi-national 
force. 

In 1978, t here were s imilar s h ellings of Christian areas 
by Syrian forces. Indeed, i t aopears that during the past 
five years , t h e Sy rian s ha v e c ha nged their role from peacekeeper 
to occupier. At the same time, the Sy rians have enhanced their 
position by becomi ng t h e p atrons of t he PLO and pro-Soviet 
Lebanese forces. When t he Sy rians withdrew from ~ositions south 
of Beirut, t h e y turned t h em o ver to the PLO rather than to the 
newly constituted Army of t h e Lebanese Central Go~ernment. 

Mr. President, a continuation of the present situation and 
the attacks on the Christian community is outrageous and only 
contributes to t h e tensions and strains which for too long have 
wracked that unfortunate country . 
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We would like to express strong Congressional backing 
for efforts by the Administration to end the bloodshed. We 
believe it is essential that: 

an immediate and effective ceasefire be established ; 

Syrian forces end their siege of Zahleh; and 

the Administration commence efforts to encourage 
the withdrawal of Syrian forces from Lebanon. 

It is time to make clear our support for freeing 
Lebanon from the external forces which have afflicted its 
heartland. We support the Administration decision to give 
this matter high priority in current discussions with leaders 
of other nations in the region. 

Sincerely, 

Ch.uck Cl~ -
Claibor 

~)~ 
:resse Helms 

f- {: l!xt:tl:Ro~q ~ 
uc· Jc,_., 

. I 
I 1)$ d" 
ct:J.-a.-i 

Q 
I 

YL(l ( fJv-
1r t 1~. 

) 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 19, 1981 

Mr. Khalil Nakhleh 
President 
Association of Arab-American 

University Graduates, Inc. 
556 Trapelo Road 
Belmont, Massachusetts 02178 

Dear Mr. Nakhleh: 

This is to acknowledge receipt of your letter 
of April 9 to President Reagan concerning 
Richard Allen. 

Please be assured that your views will be 
brought to the attention of the President's 
staff. 

Sincerely, 

d::~ 
Special Assistant to 

the President 
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President 
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Mujid Kazimi 
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Association of 
Arab-American University Graduates, Inc. 
556 Trapelo Road , Belmont, MA 02178, U.S.A. (617) 484-5483 

April 9, 1981 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear President Reagan: 

020509 

As an association of Arab-American professionals and aca­
demics and others interested in Arab world issues, we are pro­
foundly concerned that, as your Administ~ation begins to articulate 
its Mideast policy, statements by top officials of your Admin­
istration on the Lebanese crisis have already served to aggravate 
and intensify that crisis and unfortunately indicated to the 
1Lebanese people and the Arab world that the U.S. may indeed 
encourage current Israeli policy towards Lebanon. That policy 
continually violates Lebanese sovereignty, ignores United ations 
resolutions on Lebanon and inflicts enormous suffering on Leb­
anese and Palestinian civilians in Lebanon. 

Both National Security Council Advisor Richard V. Allen' s 
remark justifying Israeli raids into Lebanon on the grounds of 
"hot pursuit" and Secretary of State Alexander Haig's blanket 
condemnation of Syria and his warning of "serious consequences" 
(meaning, we suspect, another Israeli invasion ) are extremely 
harmful to any accord being reached in the Lebanese con ict . 

Allen's remark on Israeli raids in Lebanon, broadcas on 
April 2, 1981 on ABC-TV, callously brushed aside es &&er·ng 
of hundreds of thousands of Lebanese and Palestin·an c· ans, 
who have been displaced , wounded or killed (200 · ed si nce 
1978) in Israeli raids and invasions. en ccro·e e y gnores 
previous U.S. concern and condemnation over :srae ' s o ic of 
11 pre-emptive 11 strikes. In 
contradicted Israel's o 
Israeli leaders clearly te 
than "retaliatory." As Is 
puts it, Israel is aging a 

i · n or , as 
sra ra·ds e 11 rather 
i C of S aff afael Eitan 
ar ut rules" in Lebanon. 

Since you took office, Israeli troops have invaded Lebanon 
on numerous occasions, including on January 29, February 22, 
March 2, arch 30 and the latest, as we write you, on pril 
9. All these raids, as reported in the American press , inflicted 
civilian casualties. Israeli -backed forces in South Lebanon 
have also been responsible for the death of U !FIL soldiers 
this March. 

Former Presidents: Saha Abu-Laban, Ibrahim Abu-Lughod. Naseer Aruri, Cheri! Sassiouni. Samih Farsoun, William J . Gedeon , Hassan S. Haddad. 
Elaine C. Hagopian, Abdeen Jabara, Mujid Kaz imi , Fouad Moughrabi. Fauzi Najjar, Michael W. Suleiman. 
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These are signs that the Israeli government has already inter­
preted your Administration's emerging position on Lebanon as a 11 green 
l i ght 11 for further attacks . Certainly, Prime Minister Begin has 
opposed the efforts of UNIFIL Commander Callaghan to stablize South 
Lebanon and Israel remains adamantly opposed to the deployment of units 
of the official Lebanese Army in South Lebanon. 

The Arab Deterrent Force i n Lebanon, however difficult its task, 
is there on a mandate from the Arab League and by consent of the Lebanese 
government. Israel, which the Lebanese government has repeatedly 
urged the international conmunity, and especial ly the U.S . , to condemn 
(the latest in letters to the U.N. Security Council on February 3) 
is pursuing an aggressive policy whose aim is to divide Lebanon and 
to destroy the Palestinian people. 

That Israel pursues this policy - quite openly - with U.S. -supplied 
weapons not only seriously damages Arab-American relations but flies 
in the face of U.S. law. We urge that you seek the immediate resignation 
of Richard Allen and that U.S. policy in Lebanon be firmly based on 
support for Lebanese sovereignty, respect for UN resolutions on Lebanon, 
and opposition to Israeli aggression in Lebanon. 

Sincerely, 

~~lk~~~ \__ 
President 

KN/pj 

cc: Alexander Haig 
Richard Allen 
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April 24, 1981 

Dear Jim: 

The President h as d e to than you for your April 10 letter 
indicatin your concurr nee with the letter which the Pre id nt 
r ceived fro the onat Foreign Relations Couunitt e concerning 
th pre~ nt ituation in L banon. 

You ay b a ured t t th arninistration appreciates h ving 
the benefit of your a~ e~s nt of this sen itive matter . I have 
taken th lib rty of ir cting your letter to the President•s 
nation l ecurity advi rs . I am ure that your observations 
and cone rn ill given c reful con id ration ao tho Admin-
i tration focus on this i u . 

gain , t n_ you v ry .uch for ppris1n u of your views. 

ith cordi l regard , tam 

Sincerely, 

M x L. Fri dersdorf 
Assistant to tbe President 

The Honorable James Abdnor 
United States Sen te 
~ shlngton, o.c. 20510 

MLF : C P: IRt 
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JAMES ABDNO~ 

SOUTH DAKOTA 

- 4239 DIRKSEN SENATE OFFICE BUILDING 

(202) 224-2321 

VERNON C. LOEN 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSI STANT 

WASHINGTON, O.C. 20510 

April 10, 1981 

~Mt,O;rTE~, 

APPROPRIATIONS 

ENVIRONMENT AND 
PUBLIC WORKS 

JOINT ECONOMIC 

020604 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

The Committee on Foreign Relations has provided me with 
a copy of its letter addressed to you under date of 
April 10, 1981, regarding armed attacks being made in 
Lebanon by the Syrian army and particularly its indis­
criminate shelling of the Christian city of Zahle. 

I, too, am pleased with the efforts being made by the 
Administration to bring a halt to the bloodshed in 
Lebanon, but since the shelling of the city continues, 
causing great injury and death to innocent civilians , 
I urge there be no letup in those efforts. It is 
evident the Syrians, rather than keeping the peace 
which they declared to be their purpose in entering 
Lebanon in 1976, are now waging war in their savage 
attack against defenseless civilians. We must do all 
we can to see there is an end to it. 

With best wishes, 

JAMES ABD_ -oR 
United Sta~es Senator 

JA/gfr 

1 
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Date May, 1 3 ; 1981 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
BXECUT~ SECRET~-~IA'r 

I 

DA?lSMITTAL FO.Rl·l 

MJ;_ Richard V- Al.len 
National Securi.ty Council. 
'the White liouse 

REFERENCE: 
II 

m: President FROM~ Bashir Gemayel 

DATE~ January 5, 1981 SUBJECT: Lebanon ------------ -----------
WHITS HOUSE REFER..~ DATED: April 22 NSCf 021539 

THE- ATTACHED lTP~-! WAS SENT DIRECTLY 
___ 'rO THE- DEPAR'n!ENT OF STATE 

. ACTION TA1CEN: 

X 

A draft reply is attached 

A draft reply will be forwarded. 

A translation is attached. 

An information ~opy of a direct reply is attached. 

We believe no response is necessa_ry for the reaso~ 
cited below .. 

Other 

REM.n.RKS: Overtaken by events in large part as a result of military 
actions taken by sender. In addition, our Ambas sador in Lebanon 
has been in frequent touch wi th sender, and should be major contact 
with Lebanese factions (rather than President Reagan, for whom a 
<li.rect response to a militia le"/"er wouldl-ie inappropriate). 

i lra:J Brem:in 
Executive Secretary · 
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THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE 

REFERRAL 

APRIL 22, 1981 

TO: IEPARIMENI' OF Sl'A.TE 

ACTION REOOESTED: 
DIRECI' REPLY, FURNISH INFO COPY 

DESCRIPTICN OF INCCMING: 

ID: 021539 

MEDIA: IEITER, ffiTED JANUARY 5, 1981 

TO: PRESIDENT REAGAN 

FROM: MR. 13Affi3IR GEMAYEL 
CHAIRMAN 
CCM1AND cn.JNCIL OF '!HE LEBANESE 
FORCTS 
BEITEL KATAEB 
SASSINE SOJARE 
BEIRur LEBP.N:N 

SUBJECT: I.EBAN:N AND ZABLE A CHRISTIAN 'TOWN 

PRCMPI' ACI'ICN IS ESSENl'IAL - IF REX:UIRED ACI'IOO HAS N'.JI' ~ 
TAKEN WI'IHIN 9 WORKING DA.YS OF REX:EIPT, PLEA.SE 'lEIBPHCNE 'IHE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486. 

REl'URN BASIC CORRESPONDENCE, CXNI'IDL SHEET' AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
(OR OOAFT) TO: 
AGENCY LIAISOO, RXM 33, '!HE WHITE H:USE 

BY DIRECI'ION OF '!HE PRESIDENT: 
LESLIE SORG 
DIREC'IDR OF AGfilCY LIAISOO 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPCNDENCE 

81.13322 
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LEBANESE FORCES .... 

Beit El Kataeb, Sassine Square, Ash af i~h. Beirut LEBANON 
I c. r 1,, l ! I .J v 

President-elect Ronald Reagan 
Office of the President-elect 
Washington, D.C. 20720 

The Honorable Ronald Reagan 

,,,. 

January 5, 1981 

President-elect of the United States of America 

021539 

I wish respectfully to ~bring to _your attention in all responsibility the 
dangerous s i tuation iR I ebaaon and more specifically the Christian town ,,.o f 
Zah1 e . The subjection of the peaceful inhabitants of this Lebanese town, which -is the largest Christian t own in the Middle East, to b~ b~rous b.9mbardment by 
Fhe 5.;tr~cW-S and the renewal of the bombing of the Christian quarters in Beirut 
by the Palestinians and Syrians, constitute yet another advance in the march 
of Communism in the Middle East. -.,. 

The Syrians, and t he PLO are the principal agents of the Soviets in the - ., Middle East, particularly a f ter the recent conclusion of the twenty year 
treaty of friendship and cooperation between Syria and the Soviet Union. 

For the last six years, international Communism, using the Syrians and the 
PLO as willing tools, has brough t about tremendous destruction in Lebanon and 
untold suffering to the Lebanese Christian community, the last bastion of 
Christianity in the Middle East and a traditional friend of the United States 
of America. 

Lebanon today is very v ulnerabl e to Communist domination by Syrian and 
Palestinian proxy. In add1. tion, t h e PLO with S rian approval has opened its 
; ITit ary camps il\ Lebanon to the international terrorists who took your people 
as hostages in Iran and who threaten daily the security of the Persian Gulf 
countries. 

How all these developments have been taking place in full view of the West 
and without anything effective being done to counteract them is beyond my 
comprehension. 

, 
Your election and what you represent in terms of traditional American values 

has brought a new hope for all of the friends of America in the world. 

The Lebanese Forces which I have the honor of commanding are determined to 
fight to the last man to stem the onslaught of barbarism and slavery. The rights 
of the Christians in Lebanon are in many ways similar to your right in trying to 
sav e your hostages from the fanatics and barbarians in Iran. 



January 5, 1981 

page two 

I have one request to make respectfully of you: Please ascertain the 
facts fully and once you have done so we have every confidence in the judgement 
of your conscience as to how to deal with them. 0Jg reEresentatiye office in 
Washington, D.C., the Lebanese Information and Research Center, and its director, 
~r. Alfred Mady, are at your disposal for any clarification and facts -~~ -lright 
-request. For our part, we- consider it a sacred duty to the cause of civilization 
~istianity to continue our struggle in the battle for freedom, truth and 
man against all odds. 

cc: Mr. Alfred Mady 
Executive Director 

Bashir Gemayel 
Chairman of the Command Council 
of the Lebanese Forces 

Commander-General of the Lebanese 
Armed Forces 

Lebanese Information and Research Center 
968 National Press Building 
Washington, D.C. 20045 
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UNCLASSIFIED 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

REFERRAL 
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OF CATHOLIC BISHOPS 
1312 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, N ,W. 

WASHINGTON, O .C. 20005 

Thanks very much for our cordial meeting 
It was a good lunch, good company, and estab­

lished a relationship I look forward to developing in 
the future. 

I did not expect to run into difficulties 
so quickly, but when I returned to the office I learn­
ed that there was considerable flap about a situation 
in itebahonj When fighting broke out there in December, 
I nappened to be meeting with President Carter on an­
other issue, and I mentioned this difficulty to him. 
There was a quick response by the National Secur it¥ 
Council, and peace was restored. 

W you can do anything to assist in this 
dreadful situation, I will be most gratefuiJ 

With all good wishes, I remain 

Mr. Edwin Gray 
Deputy Assistant to the President 
The white House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

c. 
Secretary 

6 APR 1981 
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Department of Social Development and World Peace 
1312 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE N.W., WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005 (202) 659-6812 

Office of International Justice and Peace April 2, 1981 

M E M O R A N D U M 

TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

I have had several calls this morning, including one from 
Bishop Zayek, informing me of the events in Zahle and Beruit in 
the last two days. The reports as yet are not complete, but it is 
clear that extensive damage has been done in both places with 
estimates of those killed running over 20 in Beruit and about 20 
in Zahle including four children. 

The attack on Zahle is similar to the one we brought to the 
attention of the Carter Administration in December 1980. Zahle, 
of course, is the principal Christian city in the Bekar Valley. 
The Christians view the present attack as a coordinated and 
purposeful design of the Syrians to take over Zahle. The expec­
tation of the Christians I have talked with is that the Christians 
of Zahle will put up fierce resistance to any Syrian invasion. 
The prospects for a major loss of life are very high. 

In Beruit the fighting is in the Christian section and appears 
to be between the Palestinian Liberation Army (PLA) and the 
Lebanese Army which protects the Christian area of Beruit. 

No one is clear about what precipitated these attacks. From 
several consultations I have held with Lebanese in the past two 
weeks, including members of the Lebanese government but not confined 
to them, almost no one has a good word for the Syrians. This is a 
shift from the past two years when the Syrian presence was accepted 
grudgingly· as the lesser evil to all out civil war. 

There is another widespread feeling or conviction among Lebanese 
that the new Administration has not looked squarely at the Lebanon 
issue. My sense is that people feel that the Administration is 
taking its time - for several reasons - to set direction on Middle 
East policy and Lebanon is at the end of that process. The fear 
among some Lebanese is that time will overwhelm the process -
Lebanon could literally "blow-up" before it is _ given attention. 
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Accordingly, I recommend that we bring the present fighting in 
Zahle and Beruit to the attention of the Administration with a 
strong plea from uscc that the U.S. use the diplomatic pressure 
available to it to bring the fighting to a halt. I appreciate 
that the U.S. margin of influence with the Syrians is much more 
narrow than most Lebanese believe, but there is some leverage in 
the U.S. position and it should be used on humanitarian grounds 
to stop the shelling of civilian areas. Later we should go to the 
Administration with a more developed policy statement on Lebanon. 
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