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L %L
August 7, 1981

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. RICHARD V., ALLEN
THE WHITE HOUSE

Subject: Appointment Request for the Vice Pr sident:
Samuel K. Doe, Head of State of the Republic
of Liberia

Samuel Doe, Liberian b ad of State since April 1980,
will be visiting the United States Sept nber 15-18 in
connection with the United Nations General Assembly and
has requested a meeting with the President. While we
cannot recommend that the President n 2t with I ad of
State Doe, we strongly recommend the Vice President see
nim in view of our special relationship with, and our
interests and heavy investments in, Liberia.

Liberia, which has enjoyed a close and special
relationship with the United States for over a century,
has the only airport in Africa to which our military has
unquestioned access and is the site of n jor American
communication and navigation installations valued at over
$300 million. Those facilities initially appeared Jjeo-
pardized by Soviet and Libyan influence following a coup
in 1980, but Doe acted firmly, expelling the Libyans and
reducing Soviet presence in Liberia.

Liberia has become a prime example of the Adminis-
tration's commitment to support our f :nds in Africa and
draw the line against Libyan expansic. sm. The United
States has adopted a high profile in Liberia, greatly
increasing our bilateral assistance in the form of a
special Economic Support Fund, PL-480 food aid, and con-
cessional military assistance, all totaling an estimated
$72 million for FY 1982.

In addition to highlighting our commitment to a close
African friend, a meeting would allow us to emphasize at the
highest level our views on a number of pressing bilateral
economic and political issues.

GDS 8/6/87




Recor\mr\nf‘lal- 1iAne.

That the Vice President agree to a call by Head of
State Doe betv 3>n Septembe -7

Executive Secretary
Attachment:

Biographic information
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