
Ronald Reagan Presidential Library 

Digital Library Collections 

 
 

This is a PDF of a folder from our textual collections. 

 
 

WHORM Subject File Code: CO088 

(Countries: Liberia, Republic of) 

Case file Number(s): 358311 (2 of 2) 

Box: 121 

 
 

To see more digitized collections visit: 

https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digitized-textual-material 

 

To see all Ronald Reagan Presidential Library inventories visit: 

https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/white-house-inventories 

 

Contact a reference archivist at: reagan.library@nara.gov  

 

Citation Guidelines: https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-

support/citation-guide 

 

National Archives Catalogue: https://catalog.archives.gov/  
 

https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digitized-textual-material
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/white-house-inventories
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-support/citation-guide
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-support/citation-guide
https://catalog.archives.gov/


THE EXECUTIYE ~IA~SION 
0Fl'ICE 01' TUE lIJ:: .\D 01' ST.\TJ.: 

~loxnoYIA , LIDJ::HIA 

ADDKESS 

TO THE NATION 

BY 

CIC DR. SAMUEL K. DOE 
HEAD OF STATE AND PREISDENT 

INTERIM ~ATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

ON THE 

STATE OF THE NATION 

UNITY CONFERENCE CENTER 

DECEMBER 11, 1985 

,,....-

1 



., 

... 

TUE EXECllTIYE :'-L\.!'-:SlON 
0 ITICJ; 01' TIil: lit:.\D 01·' ST.\TI..: 

~lo:-..-nov1A. L1n1::HIA 

1
1iiL v' I Ct P1,ES I UE,H OF THE LHER IM l~AT I Ol'U\L 

f-\~.)t. i'iJL Y Ai'iU 'v' 1 Ct t"'l,tS l Ut:1~ f -cl~C f; 
,·Ire JtPU ry VICE litAU OF ~TJ\ft.; 

;11rL SPb\Kt.1L i'lK, $ECRE T A1{Y GEdtRAL Aim 

/U:11Pt i{:,; JF TdE I,HEtUM 1~ATIONAL ASSEMBLY: 

1·11{. Cr1 I tf Ju.) r 1 Ct A1~D i'iEr'lJ;Sti{S uF frlt 

SU~t<E,1ll CJLJ1H; 
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'Io:--noYIA. L1n1::1u.\ 

)_ 

~E ARE GRATIFIED BY YOUR KIND RESPONSE 

TO OUR INVITATION TO ASSEMBLE IN THESE 

GREAT HA LLS TODAY, 

fH E HISTOrUC PROCESS WHICH WE HAVE 

C·lBA ~K ED UPON AND THE MISS I ON WE UNDERTOOK 
FIVE YEA1S AGO FOR THE LIBERATION AND 
DEVELOPMEi T OF TH IS COUNTRY f1AKE US DUTY-

BOUND TO INVI TE YOU HERE TO REVIEW THE 

co;·rnrr IOi'IS A, D DEVELOPMENTS IN OUR COUNT i<Y, 

JUST AS ~E A~E A30U T TO EMBRACE THE ADVENT 

0 F T ii E ; E \·l '{EA R AND TO OP E N P E RH AP S THE 

i10 ST S I G . I F I CM T CH APT ER I N OUR F O ;~ i~ ARD 

MARCH TO~A~DS THE SECOND REPUBLIC, 

I 
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CI r I LE ii~, OlSfli~GUl~HElJ 

LKUlt~ J.\1·aJ GtrHLtdt1i: THE ALMIGHTY Goo HAS 

BESTOWED MANIFOLD BLESSINGS UPON US BOTH AS 

A PEOPLE Aim As A NATION, dY Hrs G,~ACE 1.-lE 

HAVE SU RVIVED MANY OBSTACLES, 

:JE WANT TO THANK ALL OF YOU, CIT I ZENS 

AND FRIE NDS ALIKE, FOR YOUR EFFORTS, 

Pf{AYE RS AN D CO NCER N IN BR ING I NG ABOUT AND 

MAINTAI NI NG PEACE AND UNITY IN THIS 

COU i'H RY I 

110RE THAN YEAHS OF 

I NDEPENOEM<;:E, THE SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT IN 

THIS COUNTRY HAD CEASED TO BE RESPONSIVE TO 

':-
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THE i'J E E D S AND ASP I RAT I ON S OF THE P E OP LE , 

VERY FEW PEOPLE EXE RC I SEO ALMOST ABSOLUTE 

RULE OVER THE MAJO~ITY OF OUR PEOPLE, 

fHE GAP BETWEEN GOVERNMENT 

PrWNOU NCEMENTS AND PERFORMANCE I NCi~EAS I NGLY 

',~IDE N ED I 

GQVEHNMENT 
f HE SOCIAL CONTRACT BET'~EEN THE 

AND THE GOVERNED WAS RENDERED 
MEAN li'JGLESS I fHUS BY lj<SV, THE NATIONAL 

CONSENSUS WAS THAT A CHANGE IN THE NATIONAL 

LEADERSHIP WAS NECESSARY ANO IMPERATIVE, 

LONSEQUENTLY, THAT HAVING DETERMINED 

THAT ALL AVENUES TO PEACEFUL CHAr~GE ~JERE 

CLOSED, THE MEN AND WOMEN OF THE ARMED 

Fo;iCES OF LI13ERIA, UNDER 
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OYFICJ:: or Till: !It:.\J> OF ST.\T].; 

:'-Io:--novIA, LIDt::HlA 

THE LEADERSHIP OF SEVENTEEN GALLANT NON­

CO MMI SSIONED OFFICERS OVERTHREW THE rRuE 

JHIG ~A~ TY GOVERNMENT ON APRIL lL, 1~60, 

fH E OVERWHELMING SUPPORT WITH WHICH 

THE i-\A SSES OF OUR PEOPL.E ~REETEO THE APRIL 

12TH ~EVOLUTION AND THE TESTIMONIES FROM 

THE TRIALS OF POLITICAL PRISONERS 

THEREAFTER CO NFIR MED THE NECESSITY FOR SUCH 

A CHA NGE, 

SINCE APRIL 12, 

ljoV, \•/ E HAVE ENOEAVOUREQ, WITH GREAT 

TENACITY, TO ENSURE STABILITY, ENCOURAGE 

I f~VE ST ME iH, PROMOTE DEVELOPMENT AND I MP ROVE 

UPON THE QUALITY OF LI FE FOR All OF OUi~ 

PEOPLE, 
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i) 

J E DECLARED AT THE OUTSET THAT OUR 
1{EVOLUT I ON ;•/AS NOT D rn E CT ED AGAIN ST ANY 

PA RTICULAR SEG MENT OF THE LIBERIAN 

POPULATI ON , r{ AT HER, THAT '1/E SEIZED POWER TO 
COR:~ECT A SYSTE M ~~tUCH PREVENTED THE 

;"\AJO:{ I TY OF THE PEOPLE FROM PARTICIPATING IN 

THE AFFA L~S OF THE STATE, 
i1 AVING THE PROMOTION OF GENUINE 

NATIO NAL UNITY AS OU R CARDINAL OBJECTIVE, WE 

SET \JP A ~EOPLE's REDE MPTION CouN~IL \HTH 

J../ ME MB ERS, REP RESE NT ING ALL THE MAJOR 

ETHNIC GROUPS IN THE COUNTRY, WE HAVE SINCE 

MAINTAINED A CROSS-SECTIONAL REPRESENTATION 

OF THESE ETH NIC GROUPS IN GOVERNMENT, 
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I 

t\S A ·MA TTEK OF FACT, \~E HAVE 

ENDEAVOURED TO APPOINT TO POSITIONS IN 

GOVER NM ENT THOSE LISERIANS WHO HAVE SHOWN A 

:,~ILLI NGNESS TO WORK \•IITH US IN BUILDING A 

SOCIETY BASED ON LIBERTY AND JUSTICE FOR 

All,., ,\EGARDLESS OF THEIR ETHNIC AND SOCIAL 

BACKGRO\,J ND, 

JUT TO SUIT THEIR OWN DESIGN, OUR 

DETRACTORS WOULD DIS REGARD OUR RECORD ON THE 

ETHNIC MIXTURE OF OUR CABINET, IN THE 

INTERIM 1~ATIONAL ASSEMBLY, IN THE JUDICIARY, 

OTHER GOVERNMENT ~GENCIES AND PUBLIC 

INSTITUTIONS, ACCUSE US OF PRACTICING 

TRIBALISM, 

I 
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l N THE SAME VIE~~, WE EMBARK ED UPON A 

PROG RAM OF 11A TI QNAL KECONC I 1,.. IAT I ON ANO 

r{ EC ON STrW CT IO N I l'/ E RELEASEO ALI,. POLITICAL 

P:~lSO NERS \·l HO WERE DETAINED IMMEDIATELY 

AFTER THE KEVOLUTION, AND HAVE TRIED TO 

REHABILITATE THOSE IAJ HO HAVE DEMONSTRATED A 

\·JILLI NGNESS TO JOIM HANDS \'llTH US IN THE 

NATIO N-~UILDING PROCESS, 

JuT OF OUR DEEP ANO ABIDING CONVICTION 

THAT ECONOMIC GROWTH WOULD 3E ACCELERATED 

AND THE PURPOSES OF UNITY ENHANCED IF \•JE 

BEGAN TO TRANSFORM QUR FOES INTO FRIENDS, 

IN O~DER TO ACHIEVE RECONCILIATION INSTEAD 

OF STRIFE; TO PROJECT LOVE INSTEAD OF 

HAT RED, ~~E, ON UCTOBER l./, l':J6U, PARDONED 

AND ORDERED THE IMMEDIATE RELEASE FROM 

HOUSE ARREST OF THE FORMER FIRST LADY, MRS, 

VICTORIA IOLBERT AND RESTORED HER RIGHT TO 

TRAVEL, 

I 
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'' 

~E ALSO PARDONED FORMER VI~E PRESIDENT 
' ~ 

JENNIE u. ~/ARNER AND INVITEO! ALL OTHER 

LIBE:<IANS 
11 

LIVING IN SELF-IM~OSED EXILE 
' I; 

ABrtOAD, TO RETURN HOME AND CONTRIBUTE THEIR 
,I 

i 

QUOTA TO THE NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT EFFORT, 

fdc ~Q I~~ r I fUT I Oi_~A.L P_ROCESS 

AT THE SAME TI ME, WE :~EMA I NED 

CONVINCE O THAT THE ROLE OF THE PRC 

bOVE~NMENT SHOULO BE LIMITED TO USHERING IN 

THE NEW LIBERIAN SOCIETY, BASED QN THE 

IDEALS OF EQUALITY, LiaERTY, OIGNITY, 

JUSTICE AND NATIONAL IOENTITV, WHICH 

:10T IVA TED THE FOUNOING OF THE NAT ION OVER 

i3.5 YEARS AGO, 

CONSEQUENTLY, ONE YEAR AFTER 11·/E 

ASSUMED PO\'JER, ON APRIL !L, l':361, A L'J­

MH\BER COMMITTEE WAS APPOINTEP TO DRAFT A 

i
0~El,~ CONST I TUT I ON FOR THE SECOND KEPUBL IC I 

f HE COMMITTEE SUBMITTEP THE DRAFT 
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l-ONSTITUTION ON jVIARCH )(), l'.:!6.5, WHICH '1'/AS 

SUBSEQUENTLY TURNED OVER TO A CONSTITUTIONAL 

ADVISORY ASSEMBLY, FOLLOWING THE 

COMPLETION OF THE ASSEMBLY'S WORK WE 

ASSEMBLED IN THESE VERY HALLS ON UCTOBEi~ 

LJ, 1~6), TO RECEIVE THE REYISEO DRAFT 

CONSTITUTION, 

FtLLOH Cl fILE !'iS, YOU ~'IILL RECALL THAT 

TH~OUGHOUT TfiIS PROCESS, GOVERNMENT HAS BEEN 

FACE D 't/ ITH SER I OU S F I NAN C I AL PROB LE M S , 

i1Q\•/EVER, V~E REMAINED UNDETERHED IN OUR 

PURSUIT TOWARDS SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF 

THE DEMOCRATIC PROCESS, 
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IT IS IMPORTANT TO NOTE, HOWEVER, THAT 

THIS PROCESS HAS BEEN SOMETIMES BAFFLING 

AND SOMETIMES 81TTER, PUNCH.IA TEO 

REGRETTABLY, BY VIOLENCE, OBSTACLES AND 

BETRAYALS, 

1·rlt i·l l ddA KAI U 

J NE OF THE MOST FRUSTRATING SETBACKS 

DURING THIS PER IOD WAS THE NIMBA ~AID 

ENGINEERED AND MASTERMINDED BY THE LATE 

COMMA NDI NG GE NERAL T HOMAS G, QuiwoNi<PA, ON 

,~OVEMBER 2i, l ':!6.5, T HE RAIO WAS PART OF A 

TWO-P RONGED ATTACK AIMED AT OVERTHROWING THE 

GOVERNME NT OF THE PEOPLE'S REDEMPTION 

COUNCIL, 



:_ , 

- I 

TIIE EXEC CTI \'E >L\!\°SION 

0Fnci; 01' Till: 111::.\D 01' ST.\TJ..: 

~!o:--nov1A , L1ni;1uA 

lL 
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ii UMAN LIVES \~ERE LOST AND PROPERTIES 

DEST RO YED DURING THAT l<AIO, rlOWEVER, 

CO N S I ST E 1H 'rll I TH OUR OE E P ANO AB I O I NG SE N SE 

OF CO MMI TMENT TO NATIONAL UNITY, COUPLEQ 

WIT H OUR CO NVICTION THAT DEVELOPMENT AND 

PROG RESS CA N ON[..Y PROSPER IN AN ATMOSPHEKE 

OF PE ACE AND U,H TY, \~E HAVE ALWAYS l3EEN 

PR01'1PTED TO PRACTICE THE VIRTUES OF MERCY 

AND FORGIVE NESS, 

HCCORDINGLY, IN WHAT WE CONSIDERED A 

SUP i~EME MOVE 

RECONCILIATIO N, 

TQ1,</AROS 

GRANTED 

NATIONAi,. 

tXECUTIVE 

CLE,"iENCY TO ALL TE N PERSONS \~HO HAD BEEN 

CONVICTED OF "TREASON, MUTINY AND 
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CONSPIRACY" 

TRIBU NAL, FOR 

15 

BY THE 

THEIR 

.· • 
1111 LI TARY ~PECIAL 

INVOLVEMENT IN THE 

dlMBA KAID, THE LATE COMMANDING GENEKAL 

THOMAS G. ~u IvlONKPA WAS ALSO PARDONED AND 

INVITED TO RETURN HOME WITH HIS SAFETY 

GUARANTEED BY GOVERNMENT, 

TrlE ELECTORAL PROCESS 
FELLOW CITILE NS: IN PURSUING THE 

CONSTITUTIONAL AND ELECTORAL PROCESS, WE 

WERE GUIDED BY THE IMPERATIVES FOR BUILDING 

LASTING DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTIONS IN THIS 

COUNTRY, 

l T \•I AS IN TH I S L I G HT AND IN KEEP IM G 

~I ITH THE TRANS IT I ON SCHEDULE, \•IE ANNOUNCED 

ON JULY Lb, i ~64 THE LI FT ING OF THE BAN ON 

·'•'·'·'-
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POLITICS, THEREBY MAKING WAY FOR THE 

FORMATION OF POLITICAL PARTIES, 

fHE LIFTING OF THE BAN SAvJ AN UPSURGE 

OF A NUMBER OF PARTIES AND GROUPINGS WHE~EBY 

THOSE OF VOTING AGE WOULD FOR THE FIRST 

TI ME IN THE HI STORY OF TH IS COUNTRY 

EXERCISE FREELY THEIR FRANCHISE IN CHOOSING 

THEIR LEADERS, 

You MAY RECALL, FtLLlM Cl fILEi~S, THAT 

ON MO~E THAN ONE OCCASION, vlE APPEALED TO 

ALL PA~TIES AND OUR PEOPLE AS A WHOLE TO BE 

UNITED IN O:W ER THAT WE COULD BUILD THIS 

NATION FOR OURSELVES AND OUR CHILDREN TO 

ENJOY , 

JE NOTED THAT THE POLITICAL CONTEST 

SHOULD NOT BE VIEWED AS A BATTLEGROUND 

I 
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WHERE WE WOULD CONSIDER EACH OTHERS AS 

ENEMIES, 

lT IS USEFUL TO MENTION ALSO THAT 

P~IOR TO THE FORMATION OF POLITICAL PARTIES 

MOST OF THE LEADERSHIP AND SOME MEMBERS OF 

THOSE PARTIES WERE GIVEN JOBS AND WORKEO 

WITH THE PEOPLE'S REDEMPTION COUNCIL 

GOVER NMENT, UNDER OUR LEAOERSH I? I AE 

THEREFOKE ASSUMED THAT THEIR DECISIONS TO 

DISASSOCIATE \'l I TH us AND FORM THE IR 

RESPECTIVE PARTIES \'/ERE BASED ON ME f~E 

DIVERGENCE OF VIEWS AND POLITICAL 

IDEALOGIES, rHESE DIFFERENCES WERE THEN TO 

FORM THE BASES FOR CHOICE BY THE 

ELECTORATE, 
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roR OUR 

lo 

PART, THE DECISION TO 

PAIHICIPATE IN THE PROCESS WAS BASEO ON OUR 

CONVICTION, WHICH HAS BEEN PROYEN TRUE THAT 

WE COULD LEND STABILITY, AND, INSURE AN 

ORDE RLY TRANSITION FROM MILITARY TO 

CIVIL IAN RULE AGAINST ALL EVIL EFForns BY 

THOSE WHO WANTED EITHER TO WIN AT ALL COST, 

OR HAVE ALL THE LI 8ER IAN PEOPLE TO LOSE 

w ITH THEM I 

vJE NOW FEE L THA T WE HAVE A LEAOERSHIP 

TO OFFER, WHI CH IF WHOLE-HEARTEDLY 

SUPPO RTE D IN THE NATIONAL INTEREST, UNDER 

Goo AND FO R OUR PEOPLE, WILL LEAD TO 

SUBSTA NTIV E REC ON CILIATIO N AND ACCELERATED 

DEVELOP MENT, 

... 
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1/ 

fo 0Uf1 SURPRISE AND DISMAY, HO'tlEVER, 

IT APPEA~ED THAT THE OTHER POLITICAL 

PA~ T I E S FELT THEMSELVES FACED \~ ITH A 

SITUATION WHERE THEY HAD TO WIN OR FIGHT TO 

DEST ~OY THE SOCIO-POLITICAL ORDER, 

r~IS ATtITUDE ON THE PART OF THESE 

P.!\qTIES HAS BEEN SUBSEQUENTLY CONFIRMED BY 

:,EPORTS WHICH WE HAVE !:HELL IGENCE 

i~ ECE I VED I i N MA NY IN STANCES, SOME OF THE 

PA iHIES \~ERE SEE N 

INTENDED TO ILLEGALLY 

OF THE ELECTIONS 

TO ENGAGE IN ACTS 

INFLUENCE THE outcoME 

IN THEIR FAlouR, 

don~ ITHSTAl'-JD I NG, SE CAUSE OF OUR COMMITMENT 

TO THE SMOOTH COMP LET I ON OF TH IS PROCESS, 

CAREFUL NOT TO 

PRECCIPITIOUS ACTION THAT 

OFqAILED THE ENTIRE EXERCISE, 

TAKE 

COULD 

ANY 

HAVE 
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:'-Ioxnov1A . LIDEHIA 

~E THEREFORE DECIDED TO ALLOW THE 

~PEC IA L tLECTIONS COMMISSION TO FULLY 

EXE KC I SE ITS MANDA TE AND AUTHORITY IN 

KEEP ING WITH THE tLECTIONS LAWS AND 

GUIDELI NES, 

Ll b f l.~Gu I SrltD LAD ItS Ai'-W GENTLElv\EN: 1
iiE 

MUST EXTE ND CO MM ENDATION TO THE CHAIRMAN 

AND MEMBERS OF THE SPECIAL ELECTIONS 

CO MMISSIO N FOR THE COURAGE TO PERFORM IN 

THE FACE OF UNJUSTIFIED AND SOMETIMES 

MALICIOUS CR1TICISMS, 

fHESE PARTIES REFUSED TO COOPERATE AND 

ACCEPT THE ELECT I ON S RESULTS ANNOUNCED BY 

-::;c:co:t AND INSTEAD THEY EMBARKED UPON A 

MASSIVE MISINFORMATION AND DISINFORMATION 

CAMPAIGN INTENDED TO CREAT~ CONFUSION AND 

DISCORD AMONG THE LIBERIAN PEOPLE, WHILE 

DISC HEDIT IN G THE IMAGE OF THE COUNTRY 

ABROAD, 

.• 

.,. , 
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I 

THE ArlORflVE l1~VASION OF ,~OVEMB£1< iL, l~oS 
; ; ' , 

i°iEANWHILE, AS ALREADY INOICATED, WE 

HAD BEEN RECEIVING PERSISTENT INTELLIGENCE 

REPORTS AS FAR BACK AS AUGUST 1985 THAT 

SOME LIBERIANS, INCLUDING POLITICIANS AT 

HOME AND ABROAD, WERE PLANNING TQ O I SRUPT 

THE WHOLE ELECTORAL PROCESS THROUGH VIOLENT 

MEANS, IT WAS IN THE WAKE OF THESE REPORTS 

AND THE INTRANSIGENCE OF THE POLITICAL 

PARTIES, THAT ON THE MORNING OF NOVEMBER 

12, l::J8S, THE ENTIRE COUNTRY WAS PLUNGE[) 

INTO TURMOIL BY THE SO-CALLED PATRIOTIC 

FORCES LED BY THE LATE FORMER CoMMANOING 

GENERAL fHOMAS G, JUIWONKPA, 
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l MIGHT MENTION AGAIN THAT IT WAS THIS 

SAME JUIWONKPA WHO TWO YEARS EARLIER, ON 

ifoYEMBER 21, 1933 PLANNEO THE ABORT IVE PLOT 

TO OVERTHROW OUR GOVERNMENT, WHICH RESULTED 

IN THE 1il MBA KA ID, AND TO WHOM i'JE HAO 

GRANTED CLEMENCY FOR THAT INFAMOUS ACT, 

tiUT AGAIN, Goo BEING ON OUR SIDE, HIS 

INYASIONARY FORCES FAILED TO ACCOMPLISH 

THEIR SELFISH DESIGNS, 

l THEREFORE WANT TO ONCE AGAIN THANK 

THE LOYAL MEN AND WOMEN OF THE ARMED FORCES 

AND ALL SEC~RITY PERSONNEL, PARTICULARLY 

THE tXECUT I YE j•·iAN SI ON GUARD ANO THE FIRST 

OATTALION FOR THEIR BRAVERY IN DEFENDING 

THE NATION AGAINST THOSE WICKEO FORCES, 

i I 
I 

' 

1 i 
I 
i 
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fHOSE OTHER rlATTALIONS THROUGHOUT THE 

COU NTRY AWAITING ORDERS IF THE SITUATION 
I 

GOT WORSE ARE ALSO HIGHLY COMMENDED FOR 

THEI R VI GILANCE, 

1 T IS OUR HOPE THAT YOU \>./ILL CONT I NUE 

TO ST AND IN REA DINESS TO P~RFQRM YOUR DUTY 

AT ALL TIMES, 

As YOUR CO MMANDER- I N-(H IE F, I AM ALSO 

PREPARED TO GI VE CO MMAND AND STAND WITH YOU 

TO DEFEND AGAI NST ANY AND ALL FORCES BROUGHT 

AGAINST THE NAT ION , 

r~E HAVE AL READY REPORTED TO YOU THE 

EXT ENS IVE DAMAGE AND DESTRUCT ION CAl,JSED BY 

TH IS TRAGIC EVE NT AND THE GREAT SETBACK IT 
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HAS 3KOUGHT UPON THE NAT ION, THE TRIALS 

HAVE BEGUN IN THE SPECIAL MILITARY fRIBUNAL 

OF THE MILITARY PERSONNEL INVOLVED, fRIALS 

OF CIVILIANS AND POLITICIANS Al~E TO BEGIN 

IN THE CIVIL COURT AS SOON AS PRELIMINARY 

INVESTIGATIONS BY THE JOINT SECURITY A~E 

CONCLUDED, 

(ONSIOE~ING THT THE INVESTIGATIONS ARE 

STIL~ CONTINUI NG , WE ARE NOT NOW IN A 

POSITION TO MAKE FINAL DETE~MINATION OF THE 

FATE OF ALL THOSE CONCERNED, FOR, WE 

BEL I EVE THAT MUCH AS WE MAY BE INCL INEP TO 

SHOWrnG ACTS OF MERCY, IT IS IMPORTANT TO 

EXHAUST THE OUE PROCESS, 
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1'IEANWH I LE, BASED UPON SE CUR ITV REPORTS 

AND CO NSISTENT WITH OUR DESIRE TO SUSTAIN 

THE RECONCILIATION PROCESS, BEING PREACHED 

BY ME AND MANY OF OUR CIT I ZENS I NCLUO I NG 

rlISHOP GEORGE rl ROWNE AND REV, PETER AMOS 

GEORGE, WE HAVE DECIDED TO ORDER THE 

IMMEDIATE ~ELEASE FROM FURTHER DETENTION OF 

THE FOLLOWING INDIVIDUALS AS UP TO NOW, WE 

HAVE NOT RECEIVED TO WARRANT THEIR FURTHER 

DETENTIO N, HE, HOWEVER, REQUEST THAT THEY 

REMAIN AVAIL~6LE TO ASSIST WITH THE ONGOING 

INVESTIGATION IF THE NEED ARISES: 

' i I 

2, 
.5 I 

~ I 

) I 

0, 
1, 
6, 
:L 
iU, 
11. 
lL, 
1.5 I 

14 I 

SAM t., l"I ATADI 
ISAAC TOBY 
GUNKOLON LEKPEH 
bOIMA YARKPAWOLO 
FUFUS l1ESZEH 
JIMMY fAYEAH 
[ UAN \4R EH 
EMMANUEL S, KROMAH 
tMMANUEL L, SHAW 
J, KUDOLPH GRIMES 
MARY A. rlROWN-SHERMAN 
ERVIN H~NRIQUE rlROOKS 
tRNEST A, JENKINS 
K \1AME A, CLE ME NT 

..... 

. ",'.', 
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i 

~EJOI N THEIR FAMILIES AND LOVED ONES AND 

CO NT I NUE TO MAKE THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE 

DEVELOP MENT OF OUR COUNTRY: 

lN AN ATTEMPT TO ADDRESS THE 

DISLOCAT I ONS WHICH OCCURRED IN THE ECONOMY 

AS A RESULT OF THE ABORTIVE INVASION, AND 

TO ENSURE THE SURVIVAL OF THE COUNTRY, WE 

HAVE ALREADY ANN OU NCED A SERIES OF ECONOMIC 

MEAS UR ES, 

i<ET I RU\E NT 

EMPLOYEES, 

I NCLUDIN G THE REDUNDANCY AND 

SC HEME OF PUBLIC SECTOR 
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NAfIONAL ECO~OMIC RECOVERY 
1

1\Y t=ELLuW Cl r I LENS, DISTINGUISrltD 

LAD l ES ,~ND GEi~TLEMEN: CONS I STENT w I TH OUR 

COMMITMENT, UPON ASSUMING POWER, TO PROMOTE 

THE DEVELOPMENT OF OUR NATIONA~ ECONOMY AND 

IMPROVE THE WELFARE OF ALL OF OUR CITIZENS, 

WE HAVE INITIATED SEVERAL MEASURES OVER THE 

YEARS, 

FROM l~Jl UP TO NOW WE HAVE SOUGHT TO 

REVITALIZE THE ECONOMY BY ENCOURAGING 

GREATER FOREIGN INVESTMENT AND INSTITUTING 

SUCH MEASURES AS THE NAT I ONAL SAVINGS 
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BOND SCHEME, ACROSS-THE-BOARD REDUCT ION IN 

THE SALARIES OF PUBI,.. IC SECTOR EMPLOLYEE S, 

EXPENDITURE CONTROL, TIGHTER 

RETIREMENT AND RETRENCHMENT 

SERVANTS, AMONG OTHERS, 

AND THE 

OF C IV I I,. 

KEGR ETTABL Y, ALL OF THE SE MEASURES 

HAVE YIELOED LITTLE RESULTS, AooITIQNALLY, 

vlE HAVE OBSERVED THAT MANY OF THE SE 

MEASURES, RATHER THAN BRINGING ABOUT 

IMPROVEMENT IN THE QUALITY OF LIFE FOR OUR 

PEOPLE, ARE CONTRIBUTING TO A DECLINE IN 

THE LIVING STANDARDS OF THE PEOPLE AS WELL 

AS IMPOSING INCREASING HARDSHIP ON THEM, 

7 
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foR INDEED, WHILE THESE MEASURES ARE 

BEI NG TAKEN, THERE ARE THOUSANDS OF 

STUDE NTS LEAVING COLLEGE ENTERING THE JOB 

MARKET , rlHAT 00 \•/E 00 ABOVT Al,.\... THESE 

QUALIFIED LIBERIANS°? \~HAT 00 WE DO ABOUT 

THOSE TO BE RETIRED'( WHAT DO WE DO ABOUT 

THE NUMEROU S REQUESTS FOR DEVELOPMENT ANO 

JOBS AD WE TRAVEL THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY] 

1T IS THE RESPONSI8ILITV OF GOVERNMENT 

TO CREATE THOSE CQND IT I ON S FOR GENERATING 

EMPLOYMENT WHICH WOULD ENABLE THESE YOUNG 

PEOPLE TO BECOME USEFUL AND PRODUCTIVE 

CITIZENS, 



.· 
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lT WAS IN THIS LIGHT THAT IN MY SPEECH 

TO THE lNTERIM :~ATIONAL ASSEMBLY AND THE 

LISE RI AN PEOPLE IN GENERAL ON THE Sn! OF 

THIS MONTH, 1 ALLUDED TO THE FACT THAT 

OTHER MEASURES WHICH REQUIRE FUNDAMENTAL 

CHANGES IN OUR TH INK I NG ANO ATTITUDE WOULD 

HAVE TO BE RESORTED TO, 

l N TH IS INTERDEPENDENT WORLD, WE HAVE 

COME TO REAL I ZE THAT NO NAT I ON CAN TRULY 

DEVELOP ANO PROSPER IN ISOLATION BUT 

REQUIRES THE FULL PARTICIPATION OF ALL 

PEOPLE, IT IS THE RESPONSIBil,..ITY . OF THE 

GOVERNMENT ANO PEOPLE TO DETERMINE WHAT 

WOULD BE IN OUR BEST INTEREST, 

.,,·.·. 
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\~E HAVE SECOME INCREASINGLY CONVINCED 

THAT THE PLACE TO START IS W 1TH THE LANO, 

OUR PEOPLE ' MUST DEVELOP AND GRASP A 

REDIFI NATION OF THE CONCEPT AND SYSTEM OF 

LAND TENURE IN THIS COUNTRY, 

TRADITIONALl,_V, OUR PEOPLE HAVE NURTURED A 

STRONG EMOTIONAL ATTACHMENT TO THE LAND, 

IT WAS OUT OF THIS STRONG EMOTIONAi.-

ATTACHMENT TO THE LAND THAT THE FOUND I NG 

FATHERS ENSHRINED IN THE CONSTITUTION OF 

164/, THE PROVISION RESTRICTING LAND 

OWHERSH IP TO CIT I ZENS OF TH IS COUNTRY, WHO 

MUST BE OF ~EGRO-DESCENT, 

I 

I 
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WHILE THIS STRONG EMOTIONAL ATTACHMENT 

TO THE LANO HAS BEEN PASSED ON FROM 

GENERATION TO GENERATION UNTO THIS DAY, YET 

OUR PEOPLE HAYE NOT AO!F:QUATELV TAPPED TH~ 

LANO TO OUR NAT I ONAL. ECONOMIC 5ENEF IT AND 

DEVELOP MENT, 
,.. 
\.,O N SEQUf:NTL Y, IN THE FACE OF Ol)R 

CONTINUI NG NATIONAL ECONOMIC DILEMMA ANO 

THE HARSH REALITIES OF OUR ECONOMIC 

SITUATION, IT BECOMES INCREASINGLY 

IMPERATIVE TO ADAPT TO CHANGING WORLD 

CONOITIONS AND KEEP PACE WITH OTHERS IN THE 

COMITY OF NATIONS, PARTICULARLY THOSE OF 

THE AFRICAN CONTINENT, 

I 
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',·/E MUST CREATE THE ATMOSPHERE TO FREE 

THE LAND TO PROVIDE FOR ITS IMPROVEMENT FOR 

INVESTMHH AND EMPl,.QVMENT WHEREBY AI..L WILi,.. 

BENEFIT, 

1'IOREOVER, WE ARE A~~ARE THAT MANY OF 

OUR PEOPLE Q\~N ANO HAVE INVESTED 

EXTENSIVELY IN LAND ANO REAL PROPERTIES IN 

OTHER COUNTRIES IN tUROPE ANO TH~ UN !TED 

jTATES, THEREBY 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR 

COUNT~IES, 

PROVIDING 

PEOPLE 

EMPLOYMENT 

IN THOSE 

ACCORDINGLY, l HAVE BEEN PLEASED TO 

HAVE RECEIVED THE FOLLOWING COMMUNICATION 

FROM TrlE DEFUNCT PEOPLE'S kEOEMPTION 

COUNCIL DATED 1-\PRIL LU, l':1cH ¥/HICH 1 HEREBY 

QUOTE: 

l 
l 
I 
I 
l 
! 

I 
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,'IR, rlEAD OF ST A TE: THE COUNCIL 

ACKNOWLEDGES WITH THANKS, YOUR LETTER DATED 

~PRIL 2S, PRC-V/DM-2/S00/'3q, 
DIRECTI NG THAT WE CAREFULLY REVIEW YOUR 

PROPOSAL RELATIVE TO LAND-OWNERSHIP IN 

LIBERIA BY NO N- AFRICANS, 

i'"iR , rl EAD OF ~TA TE, LAND IS POWER AND 

~~EAL TH, fHE MORE WEALTH ONE HAS, THE 

GREATE R ADVA NTAGE HE HAS TO ACQUIRE THE 

DESIRED AMOU NT, 1 N TH I S MANNER , THE 

COUNCIL FORMS NO OBJECTION TO YOUR PROPOSAL 

AS LONG AS GRA NTI NG THE RIGHT TO LANO-

·. · .. 
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OWN EK SH IP BY NON-AFR I CANS WI LL NOT BR EA THE 

AN AT MOSPHERE OF SOC I AL UNREST AMONGST THE 

NOW GE NERATION ANO THAT OF THE NEXT TO 

COME, 

i-I NA LLY, SIR, .,.IE REASSURE YOU OF OUR 

SUPPORT FOR THIS PARTICULAR PROPOSAL ANO 

REQUEST YOU R KIND APPROVAL, 

J IT H SE NTI MENTS OF ESTEEM AND RESPECT, 

WE REMAI N UNQUOTE, 

AGAIN, ON UECE M8ER 10, 

RECEIVED THE FOLLOWING COMMUNICATION FROM 

THE INTERIM 1~ATIONAL ASSEMBLY ON THE $AME 

SUBJECT, 

, ·,•,• ,• 
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l HAVE THE 

HO NOUR MOST RESPECTFULLY TO INFORM YOUR 

EXCE LLE NCY THAT THE INTERIM iiATIONAL 

f-\ SSE MB LY IN l{ EGULAR SESSION, MET ON TODAY, 

fuESDAY, UECEMBER 10, l ':}6S AND AFTER 

DEL I BE RA T I ON , H E R E BY SUB M I T S TH E FOLL O \~ I NG 

TO ;~IT: 

l. THA T, IN ORD ER TO PROV I DE A 

HEALT HY CL IMATE FOR RAPID 

DEVELOP MENT AND GRO WTH FOR TH~ 

LIBERIAN PEOPLE ESPECIALLY IN THE 

~ECOND KEPUBLIC, CERTAIN MEASURl;S 

SHOULD BE TA KEN BY GOVERNMENT, 

\·~HICH, I N THE MINO OF THE 

HONOURABLE riODY ARE IN THE BEST 

HITERE ST OF THE COVNTRY I TowARDS 

THIS END, THE INTERIM NATIONAL 

ASSEMBLY HAS PASSED THE ATTACHED 

JECREE AND PRAYS FOR YOUR 

~XCELLE~cv's KIND APPROVAL 

THEREOF, 

··.-. •,•· , . 

7 
' 
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2. fHAT AFTER A CAREFUL EXAMINATION 
OF EXISTING OFFICAL l{ECORDS, THE 
~SSEMBLY OBSERVES THAT THE ACTION 
NO\</ TAKEN BY IT IN THIS RESPECT, 
IS IN HARMONY WTTH PREVIOUS 
AC TION TAKEN BY ITS PREDECESSOR, 
TH E NOW DISSOLVED PEOPLE'S 
~EDEMPT ION LOU NCIL, foR EASY 
REFE ~ENCE WE MOST RESPECTFULLY 
r{ EF ER YOU l'IR, Pi~ESIDE NT, TO A 
COMMU NICATION DA TED APRIL Lo, 
1964 , REFE ~ENCE NUMBER 
UVHS/ P~C/22~/ ' 84 : 

lN VIE W OF THE FOREGOING, THE 

f-\S SEMBL Y, IN CO NT I NU OUS SUP PORT OF YOUR 

DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS FOR LI SER I A AGAIN 

REASSURES YOU OF ITS FULLEST COOPERATION, 

VI I TH S E NT I ME NT S OF OUR H I G H E ST E ST E EM 

AND RESPECTFUL REGARDS UNQUOTE, 

,.: .. , 

I 
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DASED ON THE MANDATE CONTAINED IN 

THE SE COMMUN I CAT I ON S FROM THE SE HONOURABLE 

00D!ES , l HAVE DECIOED TO APPROVE THE 

uDEC~EE BY THE lNTE~IM NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF 

THE KEP UBLIC OF LIBERIA, GRANTING TO 

FOREIG NER S THE RIGHT TO Ol"JN REAL PROPEHTY 

WITHIN THE ~EPUBLIC ,u WHICH l QUOTE 

HEREUNDER: 

DtCREt oY fdt I,"ITERlf'i i"V\rIOi'~AL 

ASSE f1ldLY vf l"rlE KtPUoLIC OF Li~tKlA, 

Gr{i-\1Hl1~G ro FOr<EIGi1iERS fH£ RIGi-lT fO 0·1·/i'~ 

KtAL ~i~OPERTY HI fdlN THE RtPU3LIC. 

\·lrlEi{tHS, THE NEW CONST !TUT ION OF THE 

!(EPIJBLIC OF Lil3E ,nA SHALl- NOT COME INTO 

FO~CE AND EFFECT BEFORE THE INAUGURATION OF 

THE ~RESIDENT-ELECT QF THE SECOND REPUBLIC: 

I 
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)/ 

INTERIM 

~SSEMBLY, UNDER THE DYNAMIC, ILLUSTRIOUS, 

ESTEEMED, FARSIGHTED, PROGRESSIVE, AND Goo­

FEARING LEADERSHIP OF "ITS PRESIDENT, CIC 

DR, :SAMUEL K, UOE, HEAO OF Sr A TE, 

PRESIDENT OF THE INTERIM i'~ATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

AND PRESIDENT-ELECT, KEPUBLIC OF LI8ERIA, 

HAS REVIEWED, EXAMI NED, AND ANALYSED THE 

ECONOMIC, SOC I AL, ANO POL IT I CAL GRmHH AND 

WEL~-BEI NG OF THE PEOPLE OF LIBERIA: ANO 

\-1 Ht RE AS, IT I s THE DE s I RE 

DETERMINATION, AND OBJECTIVE OF THE INTERIM 

i'~A T IONA!,.. ASSEMBLY GOVERNMENT UNDEI~ THE 

PRESIDENT, CIC DR, SAMUE~ KANYQN DOE TQ 

PROVIDE ANO IMPROVE TME LIVING STANDARO OF 

THE PEOPLE OF LIBERIA ANO ACCELERATE THE 

DEVELOPMENT PROCESS OF OUR COUNTRY, THERES¥ 

BRINGING PEACE, UNITY, ~QVE, AND 

UNDERSTANDING AMONG LIBERIANS AND THOSE WHO 

RESIDE WITHIN OUR TERRITORIAL CONFINES: AND 

I 
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:/rlt1{ti-\-), CE fHAIN LAVIS AND POLICIES 

PU ,~ SUED !3'r' SUCCESSIVE PAST ADMINISTf~J\TlONS 

~ETA :<J ED THE ECu l'lOMIC G'.iOl'HH MW C~EATED 

JlST.:U ~T MW APP f{ EnENSIOI~ IN THE MINDS OF 

GOOD r ;H ENTIONED FOREIGNE;~S RESIDING IN OUR 

MIDST THE~EBY ENGENDERING DISCOURAGEMENT ON 

THE PAR T OF SUCH FORE I G NE i< S OR AL I ENS OF 

'.:/rl,HEVE f\ COLOU fi O;t CtE~D TO EECOME FULLY 

l rNOLVED l;'l GENUINE [...ONG TERM DEVELOP :•\ENT 

Ai'![) ECOflO;•lIC GRQvJTH OF THE COUNTRY; AND 

.-iHi:.;{U\~, IN THE ECONOMIC I iHEREST OF 

OU~ COMMON PATRIOMONY ANO ENHANCEMENT OF 

L-lE ,JELFA.~E OF OU :< PEOP\,.E, IT IS ~IECES S,UY 

TH/\ T THE SE o Ai\~ I E ,~ S AG A I NS T PHYS I Ci\ L /\ S 

:ff.LL .~S E CO NO,•\ IC OEVELOP i'1ENT PU~SUED tW 

P,,ECEJl 1fo vOVEr~ !'l i'1E ; TS oE i<EMOVED , so AS TO 

C~EATE co:rnuc1VE E: VI ,WNMENT AND ENCOUirnGE 
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./i\ t. 1~ C.Mj, t..lut ;UA, AS A :31GiiAT0i<Y TO 

TdE J ECL/\ i{ ATlON OF dUi'1,'\i~ 1{IGHTS OF THE 

0~I TED NATIONS AND A MEMBE~ OF THE 

l0,·1MU 1~ ITY OF 14ATIONS, DEEMS IT EXPEDIENT 

AND APPROPRI ATE AT THIS CRUCIAL TIME IN HER 

HISTO ~Y TO FO~MULATE, DEVISE, AND 

EFFECT UATE CERTAIN FUNDAMENTAL CHANGES IN 

THE ATTITUDE AND PERCEPTION OF THE LIBERIAN 

PEOPLE IN ORDER TO ACHIEVE NATIONAL UNITY, 

PROGRESS, PEACE, SOLIDARITY, AND A VIBRANT 

SOCIETY, 

rWw TdEKEFOR~ 

1T IS HEREBY OECRE~D BV THE INTERIM 

~ATIONAL ~SSEMBLY OF THE ~EPUBLIC OF 

LIBE~IA AS FOLLOWS TO WI T: 
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3tc1·1u1'~ 1: 

fHAT IMMEDIATELY UPON THE PASSAGE OF 
THIS DECREE, NON-LIBERIANS, 
IRRESPECTIVE OF COLOUR, EXCEPT THOSE 
WHOSE SOCIO-ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL 
IDEOLOGIES ARE ALIEN TO OURS, SHALL 
HAVE THE RIGHT TO PURCHASE AND OWN 
REAL PROPERTY INFEE SIMPLE IN THE 
i{EPU~LIC; 

I rl I S i1 I G HT , HO vi EVER , SH ALL NOT B E 

CONSTRUED TO CONFER CITIZENSHIP ON 
SVCH ALIEN (s) OR FOREIGNER (s); 

fHAT THE RIGHT TO PURCHASE ANO POSSESS 
KEAL PROPERTY IN THE REPUBLIC HEREBY 
GRANTED TO SUCH ALIENS OR NON­
LI!3ERIANS SHALL NOT BE RESTRICTED TO 
PUBLIC LAND, BUT SHALL INCLUDE THE 
RIGHT TO PURCHASE PRIVATELY OWNED REAL 
PROPERTY FROM LIBERIAN CITIZENS; 
PROV I DE D HQ\'{ EVE R , I N THE CA SE OF 
PKlVATELY OWN ED PROPERTY, FORMALITIES 
FOR SUCH SALE SHALL INCLUDE PROCESS ING 
THE SAME THROUGH THE t1lINISTRY OF 
LANDS, MINES AND tNERTY AND APPROVED 
BY THE PRESIDENT; 
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fHAT THE RIGHT TO SELL PUBLIC LAND 
SHALL CO NT I NUE TO I3E VESTED SOLELY IN 
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE KEPUBLIC OF 
LIBE RIA: 

THAT THE ~EPUBLIC OF LIBERIA SHALL 
RE SERVE THE RIGHT TO DENY THE SALE OF 
PUBLIC LANO TO ANY APPL I CANTS ( s) FOR 
THE BENEFIT OF THE STATE, ANO SUCH 
DENIAL SHALL NOT BE A SUBJECT OF 
PROCEEDINGS OR LITIGATION IN ANY COURT 
WITHIN OR WITHOUT THE ~EPUBLIC OF 
LIBERIA; 

\/: 

/-\LL LA\'JS AND STATUTES PROHIBITING THE 
SALE OF LA ND TO FOREIGNERS OR ALIENS 
ARE HEREBY REPEALED, 
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f HIS UECREE SHALL TAKE EFFECT 
1Mi-1EDIATELY UPON THE SIGNATURE OF THE 
rlEAD OF STATE AND ~RESIDENT OF THE 
LIT ERIM i~ ATIONAL ASSEMBLY, 

WE BELIEVE THAT THIS ACTION GIVES 

i·,EAN I NG AND CONTENT TO A REAi,. UPEN OooR 

~OLl~Y, AND IF OUR ECONOMY IS TO IMPROVE TO 

p;~ ov I DE EMPLOYME T, 1lE MU ST BE PREPAREO TO 

FACE THE THE FUTURE WITH COURAGE, IT 

SHOULD ENGENDE R A GREATER PROPENSITY TO 

INVEST IN THE COUNTRY AND GENERATE 

INCREASED EMPLOY MENT ANO INCOME, 

I 
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As WE TRAVELLED ABROAD OVER THE YEARS 

ANO HELD QISCUSSIONS, A CROSS-SECTION OF 

I NV E ST ORS \~HO SHOWE O I NT ERE ST I N BUS I NE S S 

OPPORTUNITIES HERE, HAD REFERRED TO 

RESTRICT I ON ON LANO OWHERSH IP AS A MAJOi~ 

OBSTACLE, 

~ITH THIS OBSTACLE, FINA~~V REMOVED, 

ALL THOSE HOLD I NG AGR I CUL TUR AL CQNCE SS IONS 

AND PLANTATIONS MAY NOW PURCHASE SAME, VIE 

ALSO URGE ANO ENCOURAGE BUSINESSMEN AND 

INVESTORS INCLUDING LEBANESE, AMERIGANS AND 

ALL OTHER NATIONALITIES TO COME AND INVt:$T 

HERE AS \~ E ST AND RE AO Y TO PROTECT THE I R 

INVESTMENT, 

FoR THOSE I NYE ST ORS ANO MERCHANTS IN 

1
1IONROV I A ANP ITS SURROUNDINGS, WE CHALLENGE 

YOU TO IMPROVE OR RECONSTRUCT YOUR EXISTING 

' I , 
i 
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BUILDINGS AND PREMISES WITHIN FIVE YEARS 

AND TO BU I LO YOUR- O\'IN STORES AND OFF I CE 

BUILDINGS WHERE POSSIBLE, TOGETHER, LET US 

GIVE A FACE LIFT TO OUR CITY, 

fHE DOORS OF OUR COUNTRY ARE NOW 

GENUINELY OPENED FOR REAL DEVELOPMENT, 

~E APPEAL TO TH~ UNITED $TATES OF 

AMERICA, AS OUR CLOSEST ALLY, ANO TO Al-L 

OUR T~ADITIONAL FRIENDS, TO COME TO OUR AIQ 

IN REALIZING THE OBJECTIVES OF THIS REAL 

OPEN DOOR POL I CY AND IN THE ACHIEVEMENT OF 

OUR ECONOMIC RECOVERY ANO LONG TERM 

DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM, 

LET ME REASSURE AL~ OF OUR PEOPLE THAT 

WE HAVE TODAY TAKEN THIS ACTION WITH ALL 

SINCERITY, 6ELIEVING THAT IT WQULO SERVE 

THE SUPREME INTEREST OF THE COUNTRY, WE 

THEREFORE URGE YOUR FULLEST COOPERATION AND 

UNDERSTANDING IN ITS IMPLEMENTATION, 

' . . ,,·: 

I 
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~ELIGIOUS ~pLl~AfIQN ,A~Q MQRAL QISCIPblNE IN 
SQ~l~,Ty., 

MY FELLO\~ Cl fIZEN$: fHIS COUNTRY WAS 

ESTABLISHED ON RE~IGIOUS AND ESPECIALLY 

CHRISTIAN PRINCIPLES, THE FAMILY AND THE 

SOCIETY WERE HELO TOGETHER av THE MORAL 

COl,IRAGE AND FORTITUDE OF OUR PEOPLE I 

MOREOVER, OUR SURYIVAI,. THROUGHOUT OUR 

EXISTENCE AS A l\lA T ION AGAINST COUNTLESS 

OBSTACl-ES, IN A HOST IL~ INTERNATIONAL 

ENVIRONMENT WAS MAINLY THROUGH THE MORAL 

STRENGTH OF OUR POSITION, 

f ODAY, HOWEVER, IT WOULD SEEM THAT WE 

HAVE LOST SIGHT OF THESE VIRTUES AND IDEALS 

WHICH FORMED THE BEDROCK OF OUR SOCIETY, 

FAMILIES HAVE APPARENTLY LOST THE WILL TO 

INSTIL DISCIPl,.I NE. IN THEIR CHILDREN, WHil-E 

SCHOOLS HAVE FAILED TO FILL THE GAP IN 

PROVIDI NG MORAi,. LE ADE RSHI P AN O DISC IPLINE, 

I 
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i 

lF THIS SITUATION CONTINUES UNCHECKEO, OUR i . , 

ATION WOULD RUN THE RISK OF PERISHING 

U DER THE \'lE I GHT OF I TS OWN MORAL DECAY, 

'·IE 'IOU LO ALSO LOSE OUR POSIT I ON OF MORAL 

E TIT UD E, WHICH HAS BE EN OUR SINGULAR 

E, TH IN THE COMMlJNITY OF NATIONS, 

. . THIS LIGHT, WE HAVE OECIOEO TO RE­

-- .. 
TH E TEACHING OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS IN THE COUNTRY, 

~==~:-: E ACADEMIC YEAR 1~60, 

- LO\··/ Cl rILENS, DISTI1~GUISHED 

OUR GATHERING HERE 

BE SEEN AS HAVING DUAL 

:: I WE ARE ASOUT TO GREET THE 

... . MAKES IT APPROPRIATE THAT 

THE EVENTS IN OUR COUNTRY 

c R, 
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TnE EXECUTIVE ~L\.NSION 

0FFICJ:: 01' Till:: 1It::.\U 01-' ST.~TJ.; 

~IoxnoVIA' LIDEnIA 

qJ 

jviORE IMPORTANTLY, UPON ASSUMING POWER 

ON APRIL 12, 1930, WE DECLARED OUR 

DETERMINATION TO USHER INTO THIS COUNTRY A 

NEW SOCIETY WHERE SOCIAL JUSTICE, EQUALITY 

ANO FAIRPLAY WOULD PREVAIL, TooAY, WE 

STAND AT THE THRESHOLD OF THE BIRTH OF THAT 

NEW soc IE TY IN THE SECOND REPUBLIC I WE 

DEEM IT NECESSARY THEREFORE THAT \'lE REVIE~'I 

THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF THESE LAST MOMENTOUS 

AND SOMETI MES TURBULENT FIVE YEARS, 

rlAYING REVIEWED OUR EXPERIENCES OYER 

THESE YEARS, LET ME REAFFIRM MY $TRONG HOPE 

IN THE FUTURE OF THIS COUNTRY AND OUR 

ABIDING FAITH IN OUR PEOPI.-E, FIVE YEARS 

AGO , vl E AL l... HAD A SH AR E O V I S I ON FOR A N E W 

DAY, TODAY . THAT VISION HAS COME \IJITHIN 

REACH, 
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TIIE E XEC-CTIYE :'.'IA~SION 

0FFICI: 01' TUI:: 111::.\JJ 01' ST.\Tl: 

~lo:-.-nov1A, LIDEHIA 

LET us 
• 
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WITH FAITH AND COURAGE 

T RAN SLAT E THAT Vl S I ON I NT O RE A I,. IT Y I N 

USHERIN G IN THE SECOND REPUBLIC AND BUILD 

TH IS AT I ON INTO A VI BRANT AND PROSPEROUS 

0 E FO OUR SELVES AND POSTERITi, 

t'i iy GOD C01frI r~Ut TO rlLESS fHt 1~0l{KS OF 

U rl 1· ~ r\1 D SAVt TdE STATE, 

r rlAi i< vou . 

• 



> 




