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THE WHITE HO U SE 

WASHI N G T O N 

Dear Mr. President: 

3/tOCJ 
{!L)t?Jfff 
/-i;;;Ct!J th .... /. 

T~~ - ¥ roucb far your Jetter of January 22 
which was deli ge r ed ~ the President_ Pr.o _ ec.w-~.._ ........ e 
Liberian Senate, Senator John Raney. My schedule 
did not a llow me t o meet personaily with the 
delegation, but Mr. Phillip Ringdahl of !!lY White 
House National Security_._CQl.l.Il.C.ii _met i Senator 
Raney on January 31, 1986. 

I a our decision to send a high-level 
delegation to the United S tes. Its v· has 
been very in increasing the understanding 
i four c nt · f the c..on~e.rns_o the 
other. This is appropriate between good friends, 
and i t has been particularly useful now as Liberia 
moves into the second republic and as much U.S. 
attention is focused on events in your country. 
Although other commitments will prevent our meeting 
personally again in Washington this year, I join 
with you in s upporting additional efforts at 
enhanced mutual understanding. 

I apprec i ate t he efforts that you and your country­
men have made to bring Liberia to const i tutional, 
c iv i 1 i a n ru l e • ....... ........ __,Qj~"'--..i..i.!,,Y,,,~ e ,M-t~---;i oin._m_e_in 
- ~ = :J--.t..:::-=-~a~n~d=--t~h::.,:;;e_.:.Liberian e eo2le every success 
~~~~~~ ...... ·.t:.):;:l-'-.~cie.:t¥-in which a Ll L i erians 
can their views and can work together to 
m- ---~---g_es hlc f..ac - ibe-:r:ia. 

His Excellency 
Dr. Samuel K. Doe 

Sincere l y, 

(<~,¾~ 

President of the Republic of Liberia 

J ~~S/.S:~r°§ _A/.5L!, E~LJ/5LJD 
~-

D T - ON 

. . ~ 



l 



The President 
The wni te House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

~ of tqz dtltrk 

~.jt ~se of ~presenhtlibes 
~zislyingtnn, ~-a:r.. .20515 

February 21, 1986 

I have the honor to tra~smit herewith an attested copy of House 
Resolution NUil'be r 367, agreed to on February 18, 1986, resolving that it 
is the sense of the House of Representatives that the October 15, 1985 
election and vote ta:ly in the Re public of Liberia do not □eet the 
standards of section 807 of the International Security and Development 
cooperatio~ Act of 1985, and for other purposes. 

With kind regards, I am 

/~rely, 

// ------~ ~ . ~ . . 
L-~-;i~';dfa,1rN J/. 1HRIE , Clerk V" Representatives u. 



H. Res. 367 . 

In the House of Representatives, lJ. S., 
February 18, 1986. 

Whereas the Republic of Liberia and the United States are 

bound by ties of mutual respect and friendship; 

Whereas the Government of Liberia has undertaken since 1981 

to restore civilian rule and establish a genuinely democratic 

government which will provide all citizens vvith an equal 

voice in the governance of their country; 

Whereas the Government of Liberia made a public commitment 

_ to hold a free and fair election in 1985 and to install a civil­

ian government based on the results of that election by 

1985; 

Whereas the United States has provided the Republic of Liberia 

with $375,000,000 in economic and military assistance 

since 1981 on the bas"is of the Government of Liberia's 

commitment to hold free and fair elections; 

Whereas the election took place in the Republic of Liberia on 

October 15, 1985, has been characterized by improprieties, 

including the denial of the right to participate by significant 

opposition parties and candidates and restrictions on the 

freedom to campaign; 

Whereas the results of the election, as announced on October 

29, 1985, giving 50.9 percent of the vote to General Doe, 

were tallied in secret by an ad hoc committee appointed by 

* 
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the military government, contrary to previously agreed upon 

procedures which provided for tabulation in the presence of 

opposition party representatives; 

Whereas several opposition political leaders were arrested and 

held in detention without charge, allegedly on the grounds 

that they" participated in the attempted coup d'etat of No­

vember 12, 1985; 

Whereas the Congress, in the International Security and Devel­

opment Cooperation Act of 1985, expressed the need for 

free and fair elections in the Republic of Liberia; and 

Whereas it is the desire of the Congress that the people of Libe­

ria enjoy the full fruits of democracy as well as the respect 

of the international community: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That (a) it is the sense of the House of Repre-

sentatives that-

;'-,. ':1 

. \ , ....... :.•.~-, 

~-- :·1 • .. ... -.~ 

( 1) the· October 15, 1985, election and vote tally in 

the Republic of Liberia do not meet the standards of sec­

tion 807 of the International Security and Development 

Cooperation Act of 1985; 

(2) the President should disburse econonnc support 

fund assistance to the Republic of Liberia when it has been 

clearly and verifiably established that the Government of 

Liberia-

(A) has released all political prisoners, 

(B) allows the press to operate freely, 

(C) maintains an independent judicial system, 

(D) has removed all restrictions on the ability of 

political parties to organize freely, and 

e eru:5 367 EB 1S 
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(E) has achieved national reconciliation v.ith all 

significant political groups in Liberia; and 

(3) the President should suspend military assistance to 

the Republic of Liberia unless the _Government of Liberia 

has released all political prisoners and has provided for 

genuinely free and fair elections. 

As · used in paragraph (3), the term "political prisoner" means 

any person who is incarcerated or persecuted on account of 

race, religion, nationality, membership in a particular social 

group, or political opinion, but the term does not include any 

person who ordered, incited, assisted, or otherwise participated 

in the persecution of any person on account of race, religion, na­

tionality, membership in a particular social group, or political 

OpllliOil. 

(b) The House of Representatives hereby expresses to the 

people of Liberia the friendship of the people of the United 

States and the earnest desire -of the people of the United States 

for the establishment of a genuine democracy in Liberia. 

SEC. 2. The Clerk of the House of Representatives shall 

transmit a copy of this resolution to the President. 

Attest: 

Clerk. 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL ij-/ 99st) 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 btJfi" 

INFORMATION 

MEMORANDUM FOR JOHN M. POINDEXTER 

FROM: HELENE. soos9!4-

SUBJECT: Recent Developments i~ Liberia and Nigeria 

Liberia 

In a surprise major speech to the nation on June 6, President Doe 
freed all prisoners connected with the November 12 coup attempt. 
The purpose of the amnesty was to promote reconciliation and to 
put behind the thorny issues related to the trial of these 
detainees. Doe subsequently imposed an international travel ban 
on the former detainees to prevent them from coming to the U.S. 
to lobby the Congress. A security study is being conducted and 
will probably result in a lifting of the travel ban. 

Reconciliation talks between Doe and opposition leaders, begun in 
April under the mediation of the Liberian Council of Churches 
{LCC}, suffered a setback last week when Doe abruptly rejected 
their proposals, which included new elections for up to 
two-thirds of the legislature. The LCC subsequently explained 
that what Doe rejected were not their proposals, but rather the 
agenda that the LCC prepared. Reconciliation talks will resume 
in due course, and offer a forum for continued dialogue, if not 
for full reconciliation. 

Nigeria 

In late June, President Babangida announced a new set of dramatic 
economic reforms which could lead to agreement with the IMF and 
debt rescheduling. The devaluation of the Naira has been the 
greatest sticking point in the economic reform process, with 
significant domestic opposition. While avoiding the term 
devaluation, Babangida announced a two-tier exchange system 
whereby commercial and government transactions would take place 
under a free-market determined rate. The corruption- charged 
import license system would be abolished as the second tier 
system was installed. 

This move, if implemented, will return to a profitable status 
many of Nigeria's agricultural industries including export crops 
such as rubber and cocoa as well as food crops which could not 
compete against imported prices. It will also go a long ways 
toward restoring U.S. business confidence in Nigeria. 

~ 
CONF~NTIAL 
Declassify: OADR 

&ti ,f~LJ.5-~L, L 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, O.C. 20506 

May 
INFORMATION 

MEMORANDUM FOR DONALD R. FORTIER 

FROM: HELEM E. SOOS~ 

SUBJECT: Economic Crisis in Liberia 

i 2I~ 
3666 

9, 1986 

SUSPE\tS-r: 

On May 2, President Doe made a public statement demonstrating his 
acceptance of stringent economic conditions which Chet Crocker 
presented in April as a condition for further U.S. assistance. 
The conditions, developed in intense inter-agency meetings, 
practically plnce Liberia in a state of receivership. There is 
general consensus that Doe had little choice but to concur. He 
has few economic options and is threatened politically by the 
declining economy, and by broad dissatisfaction with the October 
elections and continued crack-down on the opposition. 

The action reflects that the U.S. is the leader and primary donor 
to Liberia. Liberia is over $70 million in arrears to the IMF, 
against annual foreign exchange earnings of $50. It has no 
prospects of repaying the Fund and cannot therefore qualify for 
World Bank structural adjustment loans or Paris Club 
rescheduling. Liberia is in arrears to the U.S., falling under 
Brooke Amendment periodically. Even with the best of efforts, 
Liberia's poor economic performance over the past two years has 
a!!owed its position to degenerate to a nearly hopeless degree. 

The U.S. conditions include no expenditures beyond revenue; 
an emergency budget to guide all expenditures; a priority debt 
list and reservation of off-shore revenue for its payment; 
controls over revenue collection, expenditures and the financial 
system; IMF and World Bank cooperation to provide professional 
expatriate experts stationed within the National Bank and Finance 
Minis~r' to o~ersee the collection and disbursement of off-shore 
funds, the deposit of revenue and the disbursement of all 
expenditures in strict adherence to the approved austerity 
bucge~; public audits and accountability of public expenditures; 
and a reconsideration of the U.S. dollar-based currency system. 
The government did not agree to stop minting new coins. 

With the agreement in place, considerable work remains to make it 
operative. Though most of these conditions have been agreed upon 
before . oe hus a better economic team in place now. But he must 
subjugate politica~ necessi ties to an emergency budget and 
expatria~e oversight . It i s noteworthy that the Minister of 
Finance, in~tially suspicious of the plan, became its advocate as 
h e =ea:ize tha~ it would stre~gthen his control. 

COt~FIC1~ .AL 
D~: OADR 

Jl.15e.,,/~ w q,vet?, 

a&-- /{)Id w LL-
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

June 3, 

• ~1997~ 
J/-5LJ 4171 

1986 ~ LJfff 
;-3:i(;LJ / I 
~ /)L)6,_/ 2./ 

MEMORANDUM FOR NICHOLAS PLATT 
Executive Secretary 
Department of State 

SUBJECT: Appointment of Mrs. Eugenia Alma Stevenson of the 
Repub l i c of Liberia as Ambassador to the U.S. 
(S/S 8616082) 

The President has reviewed and concurs in the recommendation of 
the Department of State that the appointment of Mrs. Eugenia Alma 
Stevenson as Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the 
Republic of Liberia to the United States would be agreeable to 
the Government of the United States. You are requested to so 
inform the Government of the Republic of Liberia. 

eoNE'IDEN'rlAL 

/ 
~'-,s:J/4,1'~ 

RodneylB.fMcDaniel 
Executive Secretary 

DECLASSIFY ON: APPOINTMENT OF AMBASSADOR 

OONF\000\N:-



4171 
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

UNCLASSIFIED WITH WASHINGTON, o.c . 20506 

t;;QNFIDEN'PIAI.-ATTACHMENT 

cl), (4'41\) 

ACTION June 3, 1986 

MEMORANDUM FOR JOHN M. POINDEXTER 

FROM: HELEN E. SOOS 8 S 
SUBJECT: Appointment of Mrs. Eugenia Alma Stevenson of the 

Republic of Liberia as Ambassador to the U.S. 

I have reviewed and concur with State's recommendation on the 
proposed appointment. 

At Tab I is a memorandum of agrement to State on the appointment 
of Mrs. Stevenson as Ambassador to the U.S. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Approve the memo to State at Tab I. 
'.> 

APPROVE 

Phil(?~gdahl 

Attachme nts: 
Tab I 
Tab II 

7/wi 
~ ,-

concurs. 

McDaniel to Platt Memo 
Incoming memo from State 

UNCLASSIFIED WITH 
CONFIE?i:I>1TIAL ATTACHMENT 

DISAPPROVE 

I 
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8616082 Lt '1 ( 

United States Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

UNCLASSIFIED , l_\, 
(With €GNP IDEill'L\~ '&'1~"'\0 
Attachments) 

May 24, 1986 

SUBJECT: 

MEMORANDUM FOR VADM JOHN M. POINDEXTER 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Appointment of Mrs. Eugenia Alma Stevenson of the 
Republic of Liberia as Ambassador to the United 
States 

The Government of the Republic of Liberia has inquired 
whether our Government agrees to the appointment of Mrs. 
Eugenia Alma Stevenson as Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of Liberia to the United States (TAB 2). A 
biography of Mrs. Stevenson is attached (TAB 1). 

The Department believes from the information available that 
Mrs. Stevenson will make a successful Ambassador to the United 
States and recommends that the President agree to the proposed 
appointment. If he concurs, the Department will inform the 
Government of the Republic of Liberia. 

Attachments: 

1. Biography. 

~~~ 
Nfbholas ~ft t 

Executive secrfu~~ry 

2. Telegram Monrovia 4861. 

UNCLASSIFIED 
(With GQ~~PIB~TU, I, 
Attachments) 
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THE WHITE HOL"S E 

WASHl'.'.'GT O N 

Dear Mr. President: 

As my Administration draws to a close, I wanted 
to write to you about an important aspect of 
American relations with Liberia, a country in 
which I have maintained a strong ongoing 
interest. 

Following his trip to Africa in January 1987, 
Secretary Shultz informed me about your request 
for U.S. assistance to help your government 
impose discipline in its fiscal management. I 
believe you will agree that my government 
responded vigorously to your request by 
assigning seventeen seasoned financial experts 
to serve in your ministries. 

Unfo rtunately, conditions have not allowed the 
experts to fully accomplish their mission. In 
view of the limitations on their effectiveness, 
we have concluded that it is necessary to remove 
them and bring the project to a close. I 
sincerely regret that this project did not 
achieve its objectives. Nonetheless, the 
experts were able to provide training and 
computer equipment which affords your government 
the technical capability to monitor fiscal 
operations better. 

Unde r improved conditions for fiscal discipline 
and economic reform, I hope that the United 
States Government, in concert with other donors, 
would be able to help Liberia in a renewed 
economic reform program. In view of the lengthy 
historical ties between Liberia and the U.S., we 
remain very interested in maintaining a 
productive bilateral economic assistance 
relationship. 

-
N~ s-h,i.,t l)Ja,ivels 

J.i.v, !Q.(!1/ 1.£l"L-



Mr. President, I extend to you and the Liberian 
people my best wishes for success in your 
struggle for economic recovery and strengthened 
democratic institutions. 

His Excellency 
Dr. Samuel K. Doe 

Sincerely, 

President of the Republic of Liberia 
Monrovia 
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