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/a1JO 
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDU~ r~//1/d-c/ 
··.~ ~ ~£JLJof 

DATE: 3/25/ 86 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENTDUEBY: 1:15 p.m. today 

· SUBJECT: RESPo ~s E TO CHAIRMAN FASCELL 

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT □ □ LACY ::J □ 
REGAN ✓ □ POINDEX~ff,d'~g:;iuQ" □ 

MILLER □ □ RYAN □ □ 

BALL/H.:-OJ,~ -~ ~ □ SPEAKES □ ~ t,t.l. "5 ~ .Lt:\:.., 
~ BUCHANAN a.J;" □ SPRINKEL □ □ 

CHAVEZ □ □ SVAHN □ □ 

CHEW OP ~ THOMAS~ ~ □ 
DANIELS □ □ TUTTLE ~ □ □ 

FIELDING □ ~ □ □ 
HENKEL □ □ □ □ 

HICKS □ □ □ □ 
KING0N □ □ □ □ 

REMARKS: Attached is a proposed respo~se to Chairman Fascell's inquiry 

RESPONSE: 

on the War Powers Ac t . l a wenave your comments on he 
d raft: response as well as a : 1. recommendation as to who should 
sign it no later than 1:15 p.m. today. 
meetin3 for which a response is needed. 

T~ re is a 2:00 
Thanks. 

p.m. 

David L. Chew 
Staff Secretary 

Ext. 2702 
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Dear Mr. Chairman: 

I hasten to respond to your letter of yesterday to the President 

to put quickly to rest any misconception you may have of the 

actions we have taken in the Gulf of Sidra. 

First, our maneuvers in the Gulf have long been planned, a,rpart ✓ 

of a global freedom-of-navigation program by which the U.S. 

preserves its rights to use international waters and airspace. 

Similar, prior operations did not provoke a response. We 

obviously cannot be deterred from exercising our rights by 

Qadhafi's legally baseless claims or ..-d by his threats. 

We disagree with your c l aim that our "actions in the Gulf of 

Sidra have fa i led to adequately satisfy the requirements of the 

War Powers Resol ution." Nor do we believe that the Resolution 

was intended to require consultation before conducting naval 

maneuvers in i nternational waters or airspace. We considered 

this question carefully and concluded that conducting the 

operations did not place U.S. forces into hostilities or into a 

situation in which imminent hostilities were clearly indicated by 

the circumstances. Contrary to your letter's suggestion, it is 

not enough under the statute that an operation create "a distinct 

possibility" of hostilities. After Libya attacked our forces, we 

notified congressional leaders. 



Our plans in this instance have been known to all, including 

Qadhafi himself. The very purpose of the present operation has 

been to exercise our rights, openly and unambiguously. 

With best wishes, I am, 

Sincerely yours, 
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DNr Hr. President: 
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Your recent policy deciaion lmolving tbe dlpl.Jjw,t. of 
American naval forces off the cout of Libya baa bam a -tts al 
qr•t concern to ma. 'ft\at ca.:.mn WM~ thia aJfflinq bf 
nprta that an American aircraft WM fired an by a Libyan 
lliaaile. 

I write you in the oontat of f11f over&i9bt rNpOmibilltiu 
for full i111>lanentatia1 of the llar Paera Raaol.ut.ian. >.a 'da 
original Hruae sponsor of that legialatiai I hnw an abiding 
detel'D\i.natia, to assure full 0e11>1.ianc:a witb tM law. 

Like you, I recognize that the action■ of IJ.by9n lemer 
Qaddaffi are conterrpti.ble in .-uwry LtipECt. Kia nipeatei Sf.1JPlrt 
for terrorism and his direct aqirJreUion against neighboring 
states ~rit the world's hanhaat cx:udaatat.im. 

In ?,Jr suing policies inta'ldad to offset tik. o,ctSaff.i '• 
actiooe, I am sure you would agr• tbat w ~ rwspal-"'"t an:! abide 
by our c:wn laws and constituticnal ptwoedm'•. In that 
ccnnection, I believe 'fOJr Adlain.utration'• a:tia• in the Q1lf 
of Sidra have failed to adecpataly satisfy the reqa.irwnts of 
the Nar Powltrs Rasolution. 



!btPraidant 
NUdl 24, 1916 
Jllll)e'l\,o 

As den>,1St.rated by t.oday's repmted attack, ttw deployll!t,ta 
cawtituted fran the outset a situatim llhen i-tnent: 
involV91ent in hostilities ... a diatinct ponibi Uty clMrly 
indicated by the circ:::umstanr:es eYWl prier tD tloday's dftelq:aent. 

thder the circ.-umatancea, prier oomultat.kln ldth Ca.grw •• 
mquired under the War PU.m'■ kt. 

In viaw of these circ.~ta.cw, I ~y QE91 yai to 
CDll)ly fully with the proviaiom of the 1fllr Pot HW a.olDt.im 
before the ■ituation wol'Y911 fart:lw. 

With bnt wiahn, I • 

mr:jby 



D0<ument No. ________ _ 

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

DATE: 3/25/ 86 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: 1: 15 P. m. today 

· SUBJECT: RE SPO~SE TO CHAIRMAN FASCELL 

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT □ □ LACY :J □ 
REGAN if □ POINDEXTER ~ □ 
MILLER □ □ RYAN □ □ 

BALL ""- - . -~ □ SPEAKES □ 
- ~ 

BUCHANAN ~ □ SPRINKEL □ □ 
CHAVEZ □ □ SVAHN □ □ 
CHEW OP ~ THOMAS ~ □ 
DANIELS □ □ TUTTLE □ □ 
FIELDING □ ~ □ □ 
HENKEL □ □ □ □ 
HICKS □ □ □ □ 
KING0N □ □ □ □ 

REMARKS: Attached is a proposed response to Chairman Fascell's inquiry 

RESPONSE: 

on the War Powers Act. May we have your comments on the 
draft response as well as a , •recommendation as to who should 
sign it no later than 1:15 p.m. today. There is a 2:00 
meeting for which a response is needed. Thanks. 

p. m. 

David L. Chew 
Staff Secretary 

Ext.2702 



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

2413 

March 25, 1986 

MEMORANDUM FOR DAVID L. CHEW 

FROM: RODNEY B. MCDANIEL 

SUBJECT: Response to Chairman Fascell 

Recommend proposed letter to Chairman Fascell be forwarded as 
drafted (with changes noted) for signature by Will Ball. 

Attachment 
Tab A Draft letter to Fascell (with changes) 
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORAND GENT 
DATE: 3/25/ 86 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: 1: 15 P. m. today 

· SUBJECT: RESPO~SE TO CHAIRMAN FASCELL 

VICE PRESIDENT 

REGAN 

MILLER 
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CHAVEZ 

CHEW 
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ACTION FYI 
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REMARKS: Attached is a p r opos ed re s po n se t o Ch airman Fascell's inquiry 
on the War Powers Act . ay we h a v e your comme n ts on the 
draft response as we ll a s a r e comme ndation as to who should 
sign it no later tha n 1 : 15 p . m. today . There is a 2:00 p.m. 
meeting for which a re s ponse i s need e d . Th a n ks. 

RESPONSE: 

David L. Chew 
Staff Secretary 

Ext. 2702 
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Dear Mr. Chairman: 

~ J. I/ 
I 111 ~.., responrlo your letter of ~••• bteraa,- to the President 

bo: p11t ~••~ t ~ misconceptions-you may have of the 

actions we have taken in the Gulf of Sidra. 

First, our maneuvers in the Gulf have long been planned, aj'part ✓ 

of a global freedom-of-navigation program by which the U.S. 

preserves its rights to use international waters and airspace. 

N ~ Aimilar, prior operations did not provoke a response. We 

obviously cannot be deterred from exercising our rights by 

Qadhafi's legal l y baseless claims or._, by his threats. 

We disagree with your c l aim that our "actions in the Gulf of 

Sidra have fai l ed to adequately satisfy the requirements of the 

War Powers Resol ution . " Nor do we believe that the Resolution 

was intended to requ i re consultation before conducting naval 

maneuvers in i n ternat i o nal waters or airspace. We considered 

this question carefu l y a nd c onc luded t hat conducting the 

operations did not p l ace U.S. f o rces into hostilities or into a 

situation in which immi nent hosti l ities were clearly indicated by 

the circumstances. Contrary to your l etter's suggestion, it is 

not enough under the statute that an operation create "a distinct 

possibility" of hostilities. After Libya attacked our forces, we 

notified congressional leaders. 



Our plans in this instance have been known to all, including 

Qadhafi himself. The very purpose of the present operation has 

been to exercise our rights, openly and unambiguously. 

With best wishes, I am, 

Sincerely yours, 
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

DATE: 3/25/ 86 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: 1: 15 P .rn. today 

· SUBJECT: RESPO~SE TO CHAIRMAN FASCELL 

VICE PRESIDENT 

REGAN 

MILLER 

BALL 

BUCHANA.._-=::..:::; 
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HICKS 

KINGON 

ACTION FYI 
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ACTION FYI 

:J □ 

~ □ 

□ □ 
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REMARKS: Attached is a proposed response to Chairman Fascell's inquiry 
on the War Powers Act . ay we have your comments on the 
draft response as well as a recommendation as to who should 
sign it no later than 1:15 p . m. today . There is a 2:00 p.m. 
meeting for which a response is needed . Thanks . 

RESPONSE: 

David L. Chew 
Staff Secretary 

Ext.2702 
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REMARKS: Attached is a proposed response to Chairman Fascell's inquiry 
on the War Powers Act. ay we have your comments on the 
draft response as well as a recommendation as to who should 
sign it no later than 1:15 p.m. today. There is a 2:00 p.m. 
meeting for which a response is needed. Thanks. 

RESPONSE: 

David L. Chew 
Staff Secretary 

Ext.2702 
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Dear Mr. Chairman: 

~ ~ hrl:,( ~? lootr; 
NSC. ~ ~1f»-' 

J/uifl 
,e~ 

I hasten to respond to your letter of yesterday to the President 

to put quickly to rest any misconception you may have of the 

actions we have taken in the Gulf of Sidra. 

First, our maneuvers in the Gulf have long been planned, afpart ✓ 

of a global freedom-of-navigation program by which the U.S. 

preserves its rights to use international waters and airspace. 

Similar, prior operations did not provoke a response. We 

obviously cannot be deterred from exercising our rights by 

Qadhafi's legally baseless claims or ..ad by his threats. 

We disagree with your claim that our "actions in the Gulf of 

Sidra have failed to adequately satisfy the requirements of the 

War Powers Resolution." Nor do we believe that the Resolution 

was intended to require consultation before conducting naval 

maneuvers in international waters or airspace. We considered 

this question carefully and concluded that conducting the 

operations did not place U.S. forces into hostilities or into a 

situation in which imminent hostilities were clearly indicated by 

the circumstances. Contrary to your letter's suggestion, it is 

not enough under the statute that an operation create "a distinct 

possibility" of hostilities. After Libya attacked our forces, we 

notified congressional leaders. 



Our plans in this instance have been known to all, including 

Qadhafi himself. The very purpose of the present operation has 

been to exercise our rights, openly and unambiguously. 

With best wishes, I am, 

Sincerely yours, 
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Amrican naval forces off the ocut of IJ.b-ja bas bMn a •tta cl 
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rapcrta that an Aaerican aircraft wa fired an IF! a Libyan 
aiaaile. 

t write you in the contat of -, overaiA)bt ~il)illtia 
for full iq>lanentatim of the 1lllr Polera Raaolutian. Aa tla 
original Hou.ae sponsor ot that legialat.icm I hna., abiding 
determinatim to assure full c:mpl.ianca witb tM law. 

tJ.ke you, I recognize that the action■ of Libyan 'lemllr 
gaddaffi are conterrptibl• in ftaZ)' rripiiCt. Ilia npeat.s ~ 
for tarroriam and his direct aq,JreUicn -,ainat neighboring 
• bite■ merit the world's i"larahaat CXJiallllaticn. 

In ~nuing policies intandad to offaet ~. Qactlaffi '• 
action•, I c11n sure you would •• tbat w .at rap,ICt am abidll 
by cw- oim laws and constitat.icnal pr~•• ln that 
ccnnec:tion, I beli~ yoJr Mllliniatratim' • ct.ta• in the Ql.1f 
of Sidra have tailed to adecpaetaly atiafy tba recJ1iramts of 
the •r Poli,ars RIHolut.ion. 
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ftit PNeidant 
lllfttl 24, 1916 ,..,.1\,o 

Aa de1ro1•trated by today's ?Wp.Jtbld attack, tt... deplo)'llenta 
cawtituted frm the outset • sit:uatim llbln i-tnent 
inYOlvaent in hostilities WU a diatinct p::eeibt Ut.y c:1-rly 
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bafor• the aituation wolva fmtlw. 

With bNt wiMIN, I • 
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mr:jby 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

RO 05&c1d9~SS 
2413 (:_, o o er 

March 25, 1986 

MEMORANDUM FOR DAVID L. CHEW 

FROM: RODNEY B. MCDANIEL 

SUBJECT: Response to Chairman Fascell 

Recommend proposed letter to Chairman Fascell be forwarded as 
drafted (with changes noted) for signature by Will Ball. 

Attachment 
Tab A Draft letter to Fascell (with changes) 



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

2413 

ACTION March 25, 1986 

MEMORANDUM FOR RODNEY B. MCDANIEL 

FROM: RON SABLE vi SIGNED 
SUBJECT: Response to Chairman Fascell 

Recommend attached draft (as 
sign~iuc:_by Will Bf~ 

changed, Tab A) be forwarded for 

Jim J'J.f and PaJ'd fOiiipson 

RECOMMENDATION: 

concur. 

That you sign the memo t o Chew at Tab I. 

Approv e ~ 

Attachments 
Tab I Memo fo r s ignatu re 

Tab A Dra f t (a s cha nge d) 

Disapprove 
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bear Mr. President: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 26, 1986 

On March 23, United States forces in the Eastern Mediterranean 
bega_n a. peaceful exercise as part of a global Freedom of 
Navigation program by which the United States preserves its 
rights to use international waters and air space . This exercise 
:is being conducted entirely in and over areas of the high seas, 
in accordance with international law and following aviation 
safety noti£ication procedures. 

On March 24, our forces were attacked by Libya. In response, 
U.S. f9rces -took limited measures o f se i f - derense necessary to 
protect themselves from continued attack . In accordance with my 
desire that the Congress be i n formed on this matter, I am 
providing this report o n the actions taken by United States Armed 
Forces during this incident. 

Shortly before 8:00 a . m. (EST) - on March 24, two SA-5 ~urface-to
air missiles were fired at U.S. aircraft flying over the high 
seas in the Gulf of Sid ra from a -Libyan missile installation in 
the v~cinity of Sirte on the ~orthern Libyan coa st . During the 
course of the next few ho rs, several surface-to-air missiles 
were fired at U.S. aircraft operating over the high seas. At 
approximately 3:00 p .. (EST) these missile installations again 
activated their target-acqu isition radars with the evid9nt 
objective of firing upon U.S . aircraft. Two HARM air-to-surface 
mi_ssiles were thereupon fired by a U.S. Navy A-7 aircraft, 
apparently resulting in t he destruction of the radars controlling 
the missile battery. After a short outage, the radar returned to 
active status and still posed a threat to U.S. forces . At 6:47 
p.m., A-7 aircraft again fired two HARA missiles at the SA-5 
radar at Sirte. After a noth er short outage, the radar has 
returned to active status . 

. Meanwhile, a Libyan missile patrol boat equipped with surface-to
surface missiles came within missile range of U.S. ships on the 
high seas well away from the Libyan coast. The U.S. commander 
determined, in light of the Lib~an attacks on U.S. aircraft, that 

- this vessel was hostile and therefore ordered U.S. aircraft to 
engage it. At approximately 2:00 p. m. (EST), D.S . Navy A-6 
air~raft fired two Harpoon missiles, which struck and heavily 
damaged the Libyan vessel. At approximately 4:30 p.~. (EST), a 

- second Libyan patrol boat approached U.S. forces, and was 
driven off by U.S. Navy aircraft. Shortly after 6:00 p.m. (EST), 
a third Libyan patrol craft approached the GSS YORKTm·m at a high 

. rate of speed;· the YORKTOWN fired two Harpoon missiles, which hit 
the ·Libyan craft. //J //1/ . / ✓~ / 
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Shortly after 12:20 a.m. (EST) on March 25, U.S. Navy A-6 
aircraft armed with Harpoon missiles attacked another Libyan 
craft, apparently resulting in the sinking of that vessel. 

All U.S. aircraft returned safely to their carriers, and no 
casualties or damage were suffered by U.S. forces. The extent of 
Libyan .casualties is not known. 

U.S. forces will continue with their current exercises 8 ., . We will 
not be deterred by Libyan a ttacks or threats from exercising our 
rights on and over the high seas under international law. If 
Libyan attacks do not cease , we will continue to take the · 
measures necessary in the ·e xercise of our right of self-defense 
to protect o u r forces. 

The deployment of these United States Armed Force s and the 
measures taken by them in self-defense during this inciden t were 
undertaken pursuant to my authority under the Constitution, 
including my authority as Conunander-in-Chief of U.S .. Armed 
Forces. 

Sincerely, 

The Honorable Strom Thurmond 
President pro ternpore 0£ the Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 26, 1986 

Dear Mr. Speaker: · 

On March 23, United States forces in the Eastern Mediterranean 
began a peaceful exercise as part of a global Freedom of 
Navigation program by which the United States preserves its 
rights to use international waters and air space. This exercise 
is being conducted entirely in and over areas of the high seas, 
in accordance with international law and following aviation 
safety notification procedures. 

On March 24, our forces were attacked by Libya. In response, 
U.S .. forces took limited measures of self-defense necessary to 
protect themselves from continued attack. In accordance with my 
desire that the Congress be informed on this matter, I am 
providing this report on the actions taken by United States Armed 
Forces during this incident. · 

Shortly before 8:00 a.m. (EST) on March 24, two SA-5 surface-to
air missiles were fired at U.S. aircraft flying over the high 
seas in the Gulf of Sidra from a Libyan missile installation in 
the vicinity of Sirte on the northern Libyan coast. During the 
course of the next few hours, several surface-to-air missiles ~· 
were fired at U.S. aircraft operating over the high seas. At 
approximately 3:00 p.m. (EST) these missile installations again 
activated their target-acquisition radars with the evident 
objective of firing upon U.S. aircraft. Two HARivl air-to-surface 
~t~siles were thereupon fired by a U.S. Navy A-7 aircraft, 
apparently resulting in the destruction of the radars controlling 
the missile battery. After a short outage, the radar returned to 
aqtive status and still posed a threat to U.S. forces. At 6:47 
p.m., A-7 aircraft again fired two HARN missiles at the SA-5 
radar at Sirte. After another short outage, the radar has 
returned to active status. 

Meanwhile, a Libyan missile patrol boat equipped with surface-to
surface missiles ca..rne within missile range of U.S. ships on the 
high seas well a·way from the Libyan coast. The U.S. commander · 
determined, in light of the Libyan attacks on U.S. aircraft, that 
this vessel was hostile and therefore ordered U.S. aircraft to 
engage it. At approximately 2:00 p.m. (EST), U.S. Navy A-6 
aircr~ft fired two Harpoon missiles, which struck and heavily 
damaged the Libyan vessel. At approximately 4:30 p.m. {EST), a 
second Libyan patrol boat approached U.S. forces, and was 
driven off by U.S. Navy aircraft. Shortly after 6:00 p.m. (EST), 
a third Libyan patrol craft approached the USS YORKTOWN at a high 

· rate of speed; the YORKTOWN fired two Harpoon missiles, which hit 
the Libyan craft. 
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Shortly after 12:20 a.m. (EST) on March 25, U.S. Navy A-~ 
aircraft armed with Harpoon missiles attacked another Libyan 
craft, apparently resulting in the sinking of that vessel. 

All U.S. aircraft returned safely to their carriers, and no 
casualties or damage were suffered by U.S. forces. The extent of 
Libyan casualties is not known. 

U.S. forces will continue with their current .e xercises. We will 
not be deterred by Liby an attacks or threats from exercising our 
rights on and over the high seas under international la~. I£ 
Libyan attacks do not ceas~, we will continue to take the 
measures necessary in ·the exercise of our right of self-defense 
to p r otect our forces. 

The deployment of these United States Armed Forces and the 
measures taken by them in self-defense during t h is incident were 
undertaken pursuant to my authority under the Constitution1 

including my authority as Commander-in-Chief of U.$. Armed 
Forces . 

Sincerely, 

~~~ . . C . 

The Honorable Thomas P. 0 1 Neill, Jr. 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

J 
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TO President Pro Ternpore of the Senate 3/26/86 

(rate) 

RECEIVED FRCl>i THE WHITE HOUSE: 

Le t ter from the .President dated 3/26/86 with respect 

to U.S. forces in the Eastern Mediterranean that were 

a t t acked by Libya 

. Delivered by t·t!s ~ 

TO Speaker of the Hous e 
of Representatives 

RECEIVED FRCM THE ~E ROUSE: 

3/26/86 

(rate) 

Lett e r from t e President dated 3/26/8 6 with respect 

to U. S . fo r ces in the Eastern Mediterranean that were 

attacke d by Libya 

i ) .Y7 /)_ . 
Delivered by { / l · ~ 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release March 27, 1986 

TEXT OF A LETTER FROM THE 
PRESIDENT TO THE SPEAKER OF THE 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
AND THE PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE OF THE SENATE 

March 26, 1986 

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 

On March 23, United States forces in the Eastern Mediterranean 
began a peaceful exercise as part of a global Freedom of 
Navigation program by which the United States preserves its 
rights to use international waters and air space. This exercise 
is being conducted entirely in and over areas of the high seas, 
in accordance with international law and following aviation 
safety notification procedures. · 

On March 24, our forces were attacked by Libya. In response, 
U.S. forces took limited measures of self-defense necessary to 
protect themselves from continued attack. In accordance with my 
desire that the Congress be informed on this matter, I am 
providing this report on the actions taken by United States Armed 
Forces during this incident. 

Shortly before 8:00 a.m. (EST) on March 24, two SA-5 surface-to
air missiles were fired at U.S. aircraft flying over the high 
seas in the Gulf of Sidra from a Libyan missile installation in 
the vicinity of Sirte on the northern Libyan coast. During the 
course of the next few hours, several surface-to-air missiles 
were fired at U.S. aircraft operating over the high seas. At 
approximately 3:00 p.m. (EST) these missile installations again 
activated their target-acquisition radars with the evident 
objective of firing upon U.S. aircraft. Two HARM air-to-surface 
missiles were thereupon fired by a U.S. Navy A-7 aircraft, 
apparently resulting in the destruction of the radars controlling 
the missile battery. After a short outage, the radar returned to 
active status and still posed a threat to U.S. forces. At 6:47 
p.m., A-7 aircraft again fired two HARM missiles at the SA-5 
radar at Sirte. After another short outage, the radar has 
returned to active status. 

Meanwhile, a Libyan missile patrol boat equipped with surface-to
surface missiles came within missile range of U.S. ships on the 
high seas well away from the Libyan coast. The U.S. commander 
determined, in light of the Libyan attacks on U.S. aircraft, that 
this vessel was hostile and therefore ordered U.S. aircraft to 
engage it. At approximately 2:00 p.m. (EST), U.S. Navy A-6 
aircraft fired two Harpoon missiles, which struck and heavily 
damaged the Libyan vessel. At approximately 4:30 p.m. (EST), a 
second Libyan patrol boat approached U.S. forces, and was 
driven off by U.S. Navy aircraft. Shortly after 6:00 p.m. (EST), 
a third Libyan patrol craft approached the USS YORKTOWN at a high 
rate of speed; the YORKTOWN fired two Harpoon missiles, which hit 
the Libyan craft. 

more 

(OVER) 
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Shortly after 12:20 a.m. (EST) on March 25, U.S. Navy A-6 
aircraft armed with Harpoon missiles attacked another Libyan 
craft, apparently resulting in the sinking of that vessel. 

All U.S. aircraft returned safely to their carriers, and no 
casualties or damage were suffered by U.S. forces. The extent of 
Libyan casualties is not known. 

U.S. forces will continue with their current exercises. We will 
not be deterred by Libyan attacks or threats from exercising our 
rights on and over the high seas under international law. If 
Libyan attacks do not cease, we will continue to take the 
measures necessary in the exercise of our right of self-defense 
to protect our forces. 

The deployment of these United States Armed Forces and the 
measures taken by them in self-defense during this incident were 
undertaken pursuant to my authority under the Constitution, 
including my authority as Commander-in-Chief of U.S. Armed 
Forces. 

Sincerely, 

RONALD REAGAN 
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DRAFl'/Date 7/15/86 ,t-) 
RR/ AGAIII / \( G / 

(Drafter) ~ (Re¥. II) 

SPECJAL INSTRUCTIONS: 

Endolura: 

Other: 
AVH/ ____ ! ___ _ 

Dear Mrs. Brooks, 



TO: 
Van Eron/NSC 

DATE DUE: TYPE OF RESPONSE: 
Open □ Multiple Mailing 0 Form Reply Kl One-Time Reply 

SUBJECT: 

U.S. resf>Onse to Libyan terrorism. 

REQUESTED BY/ADDRESSED TO: Mrs. W. F. Brooks 
Stratford, Connecticut 

BACKGROUND: 

SIGNATURE: 

Draft reply prepared in White House corresf>Ondence. 
Letter from nother of U.3. serviceman in Germany who 
wrote hone in April regarding his support for the 
President's decision to retaliate against Libyan 
terrorist-related installations. ResI?()nse emphasizes 
U.S. willingness to deal with the terrorist threat 
by whatever steps are necessary. 

Presidential Messages 
Old Executive Office Building 

Room94 
GW2) 456-7610 

DATE: 

Your Recommendation/Comments: I 

is_J__ as amended ___ _ 

SIGNATURE: 

The NSC concurs ·as 
for 

RODNEY B. MCDANIEL 

DATE: 

July 29, 1986 

T ___ _ 

June 1988 



President Ronald Reagan 
White House 
Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20050 

Dear Mr. President: 

.: 

305 Meadowbrook Road 
Stratford, Connecticut 06497 
April 28, 1986 

Enclosed please find a copy of a recent letter from my 

son who is an Air Force Staff Seargent stationed in Bitburg, 

Germany. He enlisted at the age of 18, right out of high school, 

has been in the military service now for five years, and has 

re-enlisted for another term which will bring his length of 

service to ten years. 

Though, as a parent, I am worried and concerned about 

him in relation to our world condition, I thought that you, as 

his Commander-in-Chief, would like to know just how he feels 

about you and the decisions you must make that will affect him, 

and all who have given a portion of their lives to this country. 

Even though parts of the letter are personal - I feel 

you must read it in full context to see the true meaning behind 

his words. 

I was so moved when I received this, I thought it 

might enlighten your spirit and lighten your task to read it. 

Needless to say, I am very proud of him. 

Very sincerely, 



Fo>&y , /J/Jf8. l'l 
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