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DON EDWARDS : WASHINGTON OFFICE:
10T DISTRICT, CALIFORNIA (202) 225-3072

COMMITTEE ON DISTFgCT OFFIBCES:
JUDICIARY , FEDERAL QFFICE BUILDING
@:Un regﬂ Uf t B mn[teh étateg 280 SOUTH FIRST STREET
Suite 372
CHAIRMAN SAN Jose, CA 95113
SUBCOMMITTEE ON Bousge of Repregentatibes (408) 2620143
CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS ) 38750 Pasto PADRE PARKwAY
Wasghington, BE 20515 FrewoxT, A 94538
COMM ON

VETERAIN® ArrAIRS

January 6, 1986

Dear Mr. President:

During the past few days you have apparently ordered U.S.
fleet movements towards the sea off Libya. Warplanes have
been dispatched to the Middle East, and Administration
spokesmen have stated that military actions including a naval
blockade are under active consideration.

This letter is to remind you, respectfully, that a
military attack or a blockade of Libya is an act of war and,
pursuant to Article I of the U.S. Constitution, requires
Congressional approval.

The Constitution is explicit and the history of the
Constitutional Convention and the Federalist Papers makes it
clear that Congress alone, except when we are actually
attacked, is authorized to decide to go to war.

What our actions should be towards Libya will be an
immensely important decision, very possibly affecting all the
American people. The Western European nations, all our
friends and allies, have rejected strong-arm threats and have
other ideas as to how the criminal Qaddafi should be handled.
A wise decision by the United States should be made only after
indepth consultation with them and with the Congress, as
required by the Constitution.

Sincerely,
\_en Md.

DON EDWARDS
Member of Congress
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T HE WHTITE HOUSE OFFICE

Rl = ZRRAL
JANUARY 27, 1986
TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE

ACTION REQUESTED:
DRAFT 1 Y FOR SIGNATURE OF:
Wi..2 HOUSE STAFF MEMBER

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING:

ID: 365636

MEDIA: TELEGRAM, DATED JANUARY 8, 1986
TO: PRESIDENT REAGAN

FROM: MR. DALE L. RENAUD

NATIONAL COMMANDER
THE AMERICAN LEGION
1608 K STREET, N.W.
WASHINGTON DC 20006

SUBJECT: WRITES IN SUPPORT OF ACTION TO ISOLi._: LIBYA

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN

TAXFN V" THIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEA{_. TELEPHONE THE
Ul _ _RS1GNED AT 456-7486,

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE
(OR DRAFT) TO:

AC_JICY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE

SALLY KELLEY
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE

42@(’/ JAN 2 4 1996 NAR -

(IS



































