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WASHINGTON 
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cc: PJWallison 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 16, 1986 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: 
(\_ .. , i 

JOHN M. POINDEXTER ) -~ 

SUBJECT: Report to Congress on U.S. Military Actions in Libya 

Issue 

War Powers Resolution report to Congress on the involvement of 
U.S. Armed Forces in Libya on 14 April 1986 (EST). 

Facts/Discussion 

On 13 April you met with senior leaders of Congress to notify 
them of your intention to undertake a preemptive strike against 
selected targets in Libya. As explained to the members, you were 
exercising your authority as Commander in Chief to take necessary 
and proportionate action, in the exercise of our right of self­
defense under Article 51 of the United Nations Charter, to deter 
future acts of terrorism. Upon completion of the strikes, it is 
advisable to report to Congress on the details. George Shultz 
and Cap Weinberger have forwarded a report for your signature at 
Tab A which, consistent with the War Powers Resolution, advises 
Congress of the circumstances necessitating the use of Armed 
Forces, the constitutional authority and the estimated scope of 
involvement. 

The Attorney General, Peter Wallison and Will Ball concur. 

Recommendation 

OK No That you sign the reports at Tab A. 

Attachment 

Tab A - Reports to Congress 

~ 
Declassify on: OADR 

Prepared b y : 
Paul B. Thompson 

cc Vice President 
Don Regan 

FC:Z.7- ( 03 -:if ,;,s-

BY _ J'h -:J)J t-:Ar:A. [ A- ~ y('u~ 



,. April 16, 1986 

MEMORDANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: 
/l1 '~ 

GEORGE P. SHULTZ V , 
CASPAR W. WEINBERGER \ ~ ✓' 

SUBJECT: War Powers and Libya 

Attached for your signature is a report to Congress on the 
recent actions taken in self-defense by U.S. Armed Forces against 
Libya. 

This report is submitted consistent with section (4) (a) (1) 
of the War Powers Resolution in order to keep Congress informed 
on these important developments. Further consultations with 
and/or reporting to Congress may be appropriate in the future, 
depending upon how the circumstances develop. 

Recommendation 

That you sign the proposed report and transmit it to 
Congress. 

Attachment: 
Report to Congress 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WA SH IN G T O N 

Dear Mr. President: 

Commencing at about 7PM (EST) on April 14th, air and naval forces 
of the United States conducted simultaneous bombing strikes on 
headquarters, terrorist facilities and military installations 
that support Libyan subversive activities. These strikes were 
completed by approximately 7:30PM (EST). 

The U.S. Air Force element, which launched from bases in the 
United Kingdom, struck targets at Tripoli Military Air Field, 
Tarabulus (Aziziyah) Barracks, and Sidi Bilal Terrorist Training 
Camp. The U.S. Navy element, which launched from the USS Coral 
Sea and the USS America, struck targets at Benina Military Air 
Field and Benghazi Military Barracks. One F-111 with its two 
crew members is missing. These targets were carefully chosen, 
both for their direct linkage to Libyan support of terrorist 
activities and for the purpose of minimizing collateral damage 
and injury to innocent civilians. 

These strikes were conducted in the exercise of our right of 
self-defense under Article 51 of the United Nations Charter. 
This necessary and appropriate action was a preemptive strike, 
directed against the Libyan terrorist infrastructure and designed 
to deter acts of terrorism by Libya, such as the Libyan-ordered 
bombing of a discotheque in West Berlin on April 5. Libya's 
cowardly and murderous act resulted in the death of two innocent 
people -- an American soldier and a young Turkish woman -- and 
the wounding of 50 U.S. Armed Forces personnel and 180 other 
innocent persons. This was the latest in a long series of 
terrorist attacks against U.S. installations, diplomats and 
citizens carried out or attempted wit~ support and direction of 
Muammar Qadhafi. ~ 

Should Libyan-sponsored terrorist attacks against U.S. citizens 
not cease, we will take appropriate measures necessary to protect 
U.S. citizens in the exercise of our right of self-defense. 

In accordance with my desire that Congress be informed on this 
matter, and consistent with the War Powers Resolution, I am 



providing this report on the employment of the United States 
Armed Forces. These self-defense measures were undertaken 
pursuant to my authority under the Constitution, including my 
authority as Commander-in-Chief of U.S. Armed Forces. 

Sincerely, 

The Honorable Strom Thurmond 
President Pro Tempore of the Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 



THE WH I TE HOUSE 

WA SH IN GTO N 

Dear Mr. Speaker: 

Commencing at about 7PM (EST) on April 14th, air and naval forces 
of the United States conducted simultaneous bombing strikes on 
headquarters, terrorist facilities and military installations 
that support Libyan subversive activities. These strikes were 
completed by approximately 7:30PM (EST). 

The U.S. Air Force element, which launched from bases in the 
United Kingdom, struck targets at Tripoli Military Air Field, 
Tarabulus (Aziziyah) Barracks, and Sidi Bilal Terrorist Training 
Camp. The U.S. Navy element, which launched from the USS Coral 
Sea and the USS America, struck targets at Benina Military Air 
Field and Benghazi Military Barracks. One F-111 with its two 
crew members is missing. These targets were carefully chosen, 
both for their direct linkage to Libyan support of terrorist 
activities and for the purpose of minimizing collateral damage 
and injury to i nnocent civilians. 

These strikes were conducted in the exercise of our right of 
self-defense under Article 51 of the United Nations Charter. 
This necessary a nd appropriate action was a preemptive strike, 
directed against the Libyan terrorist infrastructure and designed 
to deter acts of terrorism by Libya, such as the Libyan-ordered 
bombing of a discoth e que in West Berlin on April 5. Libya's 
cowardly and murderous act resulted in the death of two innocent 
people -- an American soldier and a young Turkish woman -- and 
the wounding of 50 U.S. Armed Forces personnel and 180 other 
innocent persons. This was the latest in a long series of 
terrorist attacks against U.S. installations, diplomats and 
citizens carried out or attempted with support and direction of 
Muarnrnar Qadhafi. t'-<. 

Should Libyan-sponsored terrorist attacks against U.S. citizens 
not cease, we will take appropr i ate measures necessary to protect 
U.S. citizens in the exercise o f our right of self-defense. 

In accordance with my desire t hat Congress be informed on this 
matter, and consistent with t he War Powers Resolution, I am 



providing this report on the employment of the United States 
Armed Forces. These self-defense measures were undertaken 
pursuant to my authority under the Constitution, including my 
authority as Commander-in-Chief of U.S. Armed Forces. 

Sincerely, 

The Honorable Thomas P. O'Neill, Jr. 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20510 



Dear Mr. Speaker: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 16-, 1986 

Commencing at about 7:00 p.m. (EST) on _April 14, air and naval , / 
forces of the United States conducted simultaneous bombing Ji;::j'v7Jr 
strikes on headquarters, terrorist facilities and military / 7 <? 
installations that support Libyan subversive activities • . /~/2f;J 
These strikes were completed by approximately 7:30 p.m. (EST). 

· . /~v16-a 
The United States Air Force element, which launched from bases ~/" 11 
in the United Kingdom, struck targets at Tripoli Military Air J,mt?tl 
Field, Tarabulus · (Aziziyah) Barracks, and Sidi Bilal Terrorist/~/} 
Training Camp. The United States Navy element, which launched 
from the USS Coral Sea and the USS America, struck targets at 
Benina Military Air Field and Benghazi Military Barracks. One 
F-111 with its two crew members is missing. These targets 
were carefully chosen, both for their direct linkage to Libyan 
support of terrorist activities and for the purpose of 
minimizing collateral damage and injury to innocent civilians. 

These strikes were conducted in the exercise of our right of 
self-defense under Article 51 of the United Nations Charter. 
This necessary and appropriate action was a preernpt.ive strike, 
directed against the Libyan terrorist infrastructure and 
designed to deter acts of terrorism by Libya, such as the 
Libyan-ordered bombing of a discotheque in West Berlin on 
April 5. Libya's cowardly and murderous act resulted in the 
death of two innocent people -- an American soldier and a 

~~young Turkish woman:-- and the wounding of 50 United States 
Armed Forces personnel and 180 other innocent persons. This 
was the latest in a long series of terrorist attacks against 
United States installations, diplomats and citizens carried 
out or attempted with the support and direction of Muamrnar 
Qadhafi. 

Should Libyan-sponsored terrorist attacks against Uiited 
States citizens not cease, we will take appropriate measures 
necessary to protect United States citizens in the exercise of 

~-ii?:i?!it~ ffen/2/£ ~~~ 
~~~ f ~~ 

~~~ 
-~~~~ 

/ .-A/J£..7:Y~cJL??9 
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In accordance with my desire that Congress be informed on this 
matter, and consistent with the War Powers Resolution, I am 
providing this report on the employment of the United States 
Armed Forces. These self-defense measures were undertaken 
pursuant to my authority under the Constitution, including my 
authority as Commander in Chief of United States Armed Forces. 

Sincerely, 

The Honorable Thomas P. O'Neill, Jr. 
Speaker of the 

House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 



Dear Mr. President: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 16, 1986 

Commencing at about 7:00 p.m. (EST) _ on April 14, air and naval 
forces of the United States conducted simultaneous bombing 
strikes on headquarters, terrorist facilities and military 
installations that support Libyan subversive activities. 
These strikes were completed by approximately 7:30 p.m. (EST). 

The United States Air Force element, which launched from bases 
in the United Kingdom, struck targets at Tripoli Military Air 
Field, Tarabulus (Aziziyah) Barracks, and Sidi Bilal Terrorist 
Training Camp. The United States Navy element, which launched 
from the USS Coral Sea and the USS America, struck targets at 
Benina Military Air Field and Benghazi Military Barracks. One 
F-111 with its two crew members is missing. These targets 
were carefully chosen, both for their direct linkage to Libyan 
support of terrorist activities and for the purpose of 
minimizing collateral damage and injury to innocent civilians. 

These strikes were conducted in the exercise of our right of 
self-defense under Article 51 of the United Nations Charter. 
This necessary and appropriate action was a preemptive strike, 
directed against the Libyan terrorist infrastructure and 
designed to deter acts of terrorism by Libya, such as the 
Libyan-ordered bombing of a discotheque in West Berlin on 
April 5. Libya's cowardly and murderous act resulted in the 
death of two innocent people -- an American soldier and a 

~·young Turkish woman~- and the wounding of 50 United States 
Armed Forces personnel and 180 other innocent persons. This 
was the latest in a long series of terrorist attacks against 
United States installations, diplomats and citizens carried 
out or attempted with the support and direction of Muammar 
Qadhafi. 

Should Libyan-sponsored terrorist attacks against United 
States citizens not cease, we will take appropriate measures 
necessary to protect United States citizens in the exercise of 
our right of self-defense. 

7 
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In accordance with my desire that Congress be informed on this 
matter, and consistent with the War Powers Resolution, I am 
providing this report on the employment of the United States 
Armed Forces. These self-defense measures were undertaken 
pursuant to my authority under the Constitution, including my 
authority as ' Commander in Chief of United s,tates Armed Forces. 

The Honorable Strom Thurmond 
President pro tempore 

of the Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Sincerely, 



THE WHITE HOUSE ,,_,dent Sid Pit WH 
fxlaltive Clerk WASHINGTON 

April 16, 1986 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT (} 

FROM: JOHN M. POINDEXTER °rt~ SIGNED 
SUBJECT: Report to Congress on U.S. Military 

Issue 

Actions in Libya 

War Powers Resolution report to Congress on the involvement of 
U.S. Armed Forces in Libya on 14 April 1986 (EST). 

Facts/Discussion 

On 13 April you met with senior leaders of Congress to notify 
them of your intention to undertake a preemptive strike against 
selected targets in Libya. As explained to the members, you were 
exercising your authority as Commander in Chief to take necessary 
and proportionate action, in the exercise of our right of self­
defense under Article 51 of the United Nations Charter, to deter 
future acts of terrorism. Upon completion of the strikes, it is 
advisable to report to Congress on the details. George Shultz 
and Cap Weinberger have forwarded a report for your signature at 
Tab A which, consistent with the War Powers Resolution, advises 
Congress of the circumstances necessitating the use of Armed 
Forces, the constitutional authority and the estimated scope of 
involvement. 

The Attorney General, Peter Wallison and Will Ball concur. 

Recommendation 

OK No That you sign the reports at Tab A. 

Attachment 

Tab A - Reports to Congress 

Declassify on: OADR 

Prepared by: 
Paul B. Thompson 

cc Vice President 
Don Regan 

f?t -;:,- t?IJ-,!/3_{ 

BY /1;\ ':J?}~ NARA, DA (/t '-f /oC> 



April 16, 1986 

MEMORDANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT 

~ FROM: GEORGE 
CASPAR 

P. SHULTZ ') 
W. WEINBERGER \ ;;._,✓ 

SUBJECT: War Powers and Libya 

Attached for your signature is a report to Congress on the 
recent actions taken in self-defense by U.S. Armed Forces against 
Libya. 

This report is submitted consistent with section (4) (a) (1) 
of the War Powers Resolution in order to keep Congress informed 
on these important developments. Further consultations with 
and/or reporting to Congress may be appropriate in the future, 
depending upon how the circumstances develop. 

Recommendation 

That you sign the proposed report and transmit it to 
Congress. 

Attachment: 
Report to Congress 



..; · .. r~o~ -.-~A~ll~,l / Document No. ___ 3_o_8 __ f ___ _ 
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

DATE: 4/ 16 / 86 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: ASAP 

SUBJECT: REPORT TO CONGRESS ON U.S. MILITARY ACTIONS IN LIBYA 

ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT □ r:; POINDEXTER 

REGAN □ RYAN 

MILLER 

1 □ 
SPEAKES 

BALL □ SPRINKEL 

BUCHANAN □ □ SVAHN 

CHAVEZ □ ;ts THOMAS 

CHEW OP TUTTLE 

DANIELS □ □ WALLISON 

HENKEL □ □ 
CLERK 

HICKS □ □ 
KINGON □ □ 
LACY □ □ 

REMARKS: Please provide any comments / recommendations directly to 

my office as soon as possible. Thank you. 

RESPONSE: 

ACTIONF;, 

□ □ 

□ □ 

□ □ 

□ □ 

□ □ 

.z □ 

□ ;( 
□ 

□ □ 

□ □ 

□ □ 

David L. Chew 
Staff Secretary 

Ext. 2702 
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C. F . 
THE WHITE HOUSE .5b~S-5f 

WASHINGTON 2otJ%9 
April 16, -1986 

Dear Mr. Speaker: 

Commencing at about 7:00 p.m. (EST) on April 14, air and naval 
forces of the United States conducted simultaneous bombing 
strikes on headquarters, terrorist facilities and military 
installations that support Libyan subversive activities. 
These strikes were completed by approximately 7:30 p.m. (EST). 

The United States Air Force element, which launched from bases 
in the United Kingdom, struck targets at Tripoli Military Air 
Field, Tarabulus · (Aziziyah) Barracks, and Sidi Bilal Terrorist 
Training Camp. The United States Navy element, which launched 
from the USS Coral Sea and the USS America, struck targets at 
Benina Military Air Field and Benghazi Military Barracks. One 
F-111 with its t wo crew me mbers is missing. These targets 
were carefully chosen, both for their direct linkage to Libyan 
support of terrorist activ ities and for the purpose of 
minimizing collateral damage and injury to innocent civilians. 

These strikes were conducted in the exercise of our right of 
self-defense under Art i cle 51 of the United Nations Charter. 
This necessary and appropriate action was a preemptive strike, 
directed against the Libyan terrorist infrastructure and 
designed to deter acts of terrorism by Libya, such as the 
Libyan-ordered bombing of a discotheque in West Berlin on 
April 5. Libya's cowardly and murderous act resulted in the 
death of two innocent people -- an American soldier and a 

~ young Turkish woman~- and the wounding of 50 United States 
Armed Forces personnel and 180 other innocent persons. This 
was the latest in a long series of terrorist attacks against 
United States installations, diplomats and citizens carried 
out or attempted with the support and direction of Muammar 
Qadhafi. 

Should Libyan-sponsored terrorist attacks against United 
States citizens not cease, we will take appropriate measures 
necessary to protect United States citizens in the exercise of 
our right of self-defense. 

~ tV 

-· 
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In accordance with my desire that Congress be informed on this 
matter, and consistent with the War Powers Resolution, I am 
providing this report on the employment of the United States 
Armed Forces. These self-defense measures were undertaken 
pursuant to my authority under the Constitution, including my 
authority as Commander in Chief of United States Armed Forces. 

Sincerely, 

The Honorable Thomas P. O'Neill, Jr. 
Speaker of the 

House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 16, 1986 

Dear Mr. President: 

Commencing at about 7:00 p.m. (EST) on April 14, air and naval 
forces of the United States conducted simultaneous bombing 
strikes on headquarters, terrorist facilities and military 
installations that support Libyan subversive activities. 
These strikes were completed by approximately 7:30 p.m. (EST). 

The United States Air Force element, which launched from bases 
in the United Kingdom, struck targets at Tripoli Military Air 
Field, Tarabulus (Aziziyah) Barracks, and Sidi Bilal Terrorist 
Training Camp. The United States Navy element, which launched 
from the USS Coral Sea and the USS America, struck targets at 
Benina Military Air Field and Benghazi Military Barracks. One 
F-111 with its two crew members is missing. These targets 
were carefully chosen, both for their direct linkage to Libyan 
support of terrorist activities and for the purpose of 
minimizing collateral damage and injury to innocent civilians. 

These strikes were conducted in the exercise of our right of 
self-defense under Article 51 of the United Nations Charter. 
This necessary and appropriate action was a preemptive strike, 
directe d against the Libyan terrorist infrastructure and 
designed to deter acts of terrorism by Libya, such as the 
Libyan-ordered bombing of a discotheque in West Berlin on 
April 5. Libya's cowardly and murderous act resulted in the 
death of t wo innocent people -- an American soldier and a 

. young Turkish woman~- and the wounding of 50 United States 
Armed Forces personnel and 180 other innocent persons. This 
was the latest in a long series of terrorist attacks against 
United States installations, diplomats and citizens carried 
out or attempted with the support and direction of Muammar 
Qadhafi. 

Should Libyan-sponsored terrorist attacks against United 
States citizens not cease, we will take appropriate measures 
necessary to protect United States citizens in the exercise of 
our right of self-defense. 
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In accordance with my desire that Congress be informed on this 
matter, and consistent with the War Powers Resolution, I am 
providing this report on the employment of the United States 
Armed Forces. These self-defense measures were undertaken 
pursuant to my authority under the Constitution, including my 
authority as Commander in Chief of United States Armed Forces. 

The Honorable Strom Thurmond 
President pro tempore 

of the Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Sincerely, 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

April 16, 1986 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

Attached for your approval 
is a report to Congress on 
the recent U.S. Armed Forces 
involvement in Libya. 

Approval of the report is 
recommended by NSC and the 
Office of Legislative 
Affairs. Counsel's Office 
has no objection. 

~vO 
David Chew 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 16, 1986 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE 

FROM: 

PRESIDENT () 

M. POINDEXTER ~~ JOHN 

SUBJECT: Report to Congress on U.S. Military Actions in Libya 

Issue 

War Powers Resolution report to Congress on the involvement of 
U.S. Armed Forces in Libya on 14 April 1986 (EST). 

Facts/Discussion 

On 13 April you met with senior leaders of Congress to notify 
them of your intention to undertake a preemptive strike against 
selected targets in Libya. As explained -to the ·members, you were 
exercising your authority as Commander in Chief to take necessary 
and proportionate action, in the exercise of our right of self­
defense under Article 51 of the United Nations Charter, to deter 
future acts of terrorism. Upon completion of the strikes, it is 
advisable to report to Congress on the details. George Shultz 
and Cap Weinberger have forwarded a report for your signature at 
Tab A which, consistent with the War Powers Resolution, advises 
Congress of the circumstances necessitating the use of Armed 
Forces, the constitutional authority and the estimated scope of 
involvement. 

The Attorney General, Peter Wallison and Will Ball concur. 

Recommendation 

OK No That you sign the reports at Tab A. 

Attachment 

Tab A - Reports to Congress 

SECRE~-
Declassify on: OADR B 

'lhh/t'- : ~ ~ br ~. 

Prepared by: 
Paul B. Thompson 

cc Vice President 
Don Regan 

II rVJ )-/0 J --:;t.j 'J> J 

JVl ---:J /? Nl'R I DAl ¥ 1/tk.J 





MEMORDANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

April 16, 1 986 

THE PRESIDENT A,A~ 

GEORGE P. SHULTZ /VV ~ 
CASPAR W. WEINBERGER \~ 

SUBJECT: War Powers and Libya 

Attached for your signature is a report to Congress on the 
recent actions taken in self-defense by U.S. Armed Forces against 
Libya. 

This report is submitted consistent with section (4) {a) (1) 
of the War Powers Resolution in order to keep Congress informed 
on these important developments. Further consultations with 
and/or reporting to Congress may be appropriate in the future, 
depending upon how the circumstances develop. 

Recommendation 

That you sign the proposed report and transmit it to 
Congress. 

Attachment: 
Report to Congress 



U Document No. ~\ ,'l,~\~'Jt~itf"~.r 0 ---------

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

DATE: 4/ 16 / 86 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: ASAP 

SUBJECT: REPORT TO CONGRESS ON U.S . MILITARY ACTIONS IN LIBYA 

ACTION FYI AC:ON✓ 
VICE PRESIDENT □ 

✓ 
POINDEXTER 

REGAN □ RYAN □ □ 

MILLER 

1 □ 
SPEAKES □ □ 

BALL oC □ SPRINKEL □ □ 
BUCHANAN □ □ SVAHN □ □ 
CHAVEZ □ ;ts THOMAS . □ □ 

CHEW OP TUTTLE 

.l □ WALLISON Cb ~ DANIELS □ □ □ 
HENKEL □ □ 

CLERK ;( 
□ 

HICKS □ □ □ □ 
KINGON □ □ □ □ 

LACY □ □ □ □ 

REMARKS: Please p rovi de any comments / recommendations directly to 

my office as soon as possible. 

RESPONSE: 

Thank you . 

David L. Chew 
Staff Secretary 

Ext. 2702 
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM CR Ir; '" ' 2: ~~ 1 

DATE: 4/ 16 / 86 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: ASAP 

SUBJECT: REPORT TO CONGRESS ON U.S. MILITARY ACTIONS IN LIBYA 

ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT □ r:; POINDEXTER 

REGAN □ RYAN 

MILLER 

1 □ 
SPEAKES 

BALL □ SPRINKEL 

BUCHANAN □ □ SVAHN 

CHAVEZ □ ;ts THOMAS 

CHEW OP TUTTLE 

DANIELS □ □ WALLISON 

HENKEL □ □ 
CLERK 

HICKS □ □ 
KINGON □ □ 
LACY □ □ 

REMARKS: Please provide any comments / recommendations 

my office as soon as possible. Thank you. 

RESPONSE: 

ACT~ONF✓ 

directly to 

□ □ 

□ □ 

□ □ 

□ □ 

□ □ 

✓. □ 

□ ;( 
□ 

□ □ 

□ □ 

□ □ 

David L. Chew 
Staff Secretary 

Ext. 2702 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 16, 1986 

MEMORANDUM FOR DAVID L. CHEW 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

STAFF SECRETARY AND DEPUTY ASSISTANT 
TO THE PRESIDENT 

PETER J. WALLISON ~J 
COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENrrf11"' 

Report to Congress on U.S. 
Military Actions in Libya 

Counsel's Of f ice has reviewed the above-referenced report and 
finds no objection to it from a legal perspective. 

l 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Dear Mr. President: 

Commencing at about 7PM (EST) on April 14th, air and naval forces 
of the United States conducted simultaneous bombing strikes on 
headquarters, terrorist facilities and military installations 
that support Libyan subversive activities. These strikes were 
completed by approximately 7:30PM (EST). 

The U.S. Air Force element, which launched from bases in the 
United Kingdom, struck targets at Tripoli Military Air Field, 
Tarabulus (Aziziyah) Barracks, and Sidi Bilal Terrorist Training 
Camp. The U.S. Navy element, which launched from the USS Coral 
Sea and the USS America, struck targets at Benina Military Air 
Field and Benghazi Military Barracks. One F-111 with its two 
crew members is missing . These targets were carefully chosen, 
both for their direct linkage to Libyan support of terrorist 
activities and for the purpose of minimizing collateral damage 
and injury to innocent civilians . 

These strikes were conducted in the exercise of our right of 
self-defense under Article 51 of the United Nations Charter. 
This necessary and appropriate action was a preemptive strike, 
directed against the Libyan terrorist infrastructure and designed 
to deter acts of terrorism by Libya, such as the Libyan-ordered 
bombing of a discotheque in West Berlin on April 5. Libya's 
cowardly and murderous act resulted in the death of two innocent 
people -- an American soldier and a young Turkish woman -- and 
the wounding of 50 U.S. Armed Forces personnel and 180 other 
innocent persons. This was the latest in a long series of 
terrorist attacks against U.S. installations, diplomats and 
citizens carried out or attempted with support and direction of 
Muamrnar Qadhafi. 

Should Libyan-sponsored terrorist attacks against U.S. citizens 
not cease, we will take appropriate measures necessary to protect 
U.S. citizens in the exercise of our right of self-defense. 

In accordance with my desire that Congress be informed on this 
matter, and consistent with the War Powers Resolution, I am 



providing this report on the employment of the United States 
Armed Forces. These self-defense measures were undertaken 
pursuant to my authority under the Constitution, including my 
authority as Commander-in-Chief of U.S. Armed Forces. 

Sincerely, 

The Honorabl e St rom Thurmond 
President Pro Tempore of the Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Dear Mr. Speaker: 

Commencing at about 7PM (EST) on April 14th, air and naval forces 
of the United States conducted simultaneous bombing strikes on 
headquarters, terrorist facilities and military installations 
that support Libyan subversive activities. These strikes were 
completed by approximately 7:30PM (EST). 

The U.S. Air Force element, which launched from bases in the 
United Kingdom, struck targets at Tripoli Military Air Field, 
Tarabulus (Aziziyah) Barracks, and Sidi Bilal Terrorist Training 
Camp. The U.S. Navy element, which launched from the USS Coral 
Sea and the USS America, struck targets at Benina Military Air 
Field and Benghazi Military Barracks. One F-111 with its two 
crew members is missing. These targets were carefully chosen, 
both for their direct linkage to Libyan support of terrorist 
activities and for the purpose of minimizing collateral damage 
and injury to innocent civilians. 

These strikes were conducted in the exercise of our right of 
self-defense under Article 51 of the United Nations Charter. 
This necessary and appropriate action was a preemptive strike, 
directed against the Libyan terrorist infrastructure and designed 
to deter acts of terrorism by Libya, such as the Libyan-ordered 
bombing of a discotheque in West Berlin on April 5. Libya's 
cowardly and murderous act resulted in the death of two innocent 
people -- an American soldier and a young Turkish woman -- and 
the wounding of 50 U.S. Armed Forces personnel and 180 other 
innocent persons. This was the latest in a long series of 
terrorist attacks against U.S. installations, diplomats and 
citizens carried out or attempted with support and direction of 
Muammar Qadhafi. 

Should Libyan-sponsored terrorist attacks against U.S. citizens 
not cease, we will take appropriate measures necessary to protect 
U.S. citizens in the exercise of our right of self-defense. 

In accordance with my desire that Congress be informed on this 
matter, and consistent with the War Powers Resolution, I am 



providing this report on the employment of the United States 
Armed Forces. These self-defense measures were undertaken 
pursuant to my authority under the Constitution, including my 
authority as Commander-in-Chief of U.S. Armed F,orces. 

/ 
Sincerely, / 

The Honorable Thomas P. O'Neill, Jr. 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20510 




