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MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

ACTION March 16, 1981 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

RICHARD V. ALLEN 

GEOFFREY KEMP 

SUBJECT: Agrement of Dr. afik Jweijati of the Syrian 
Arab Republic as Ambassador to the United States 

At Tab Bis the Department of State memorandum recommending the 
appointment of Dr. Rafik Jweijati as Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of Syria to the United States. His biographic 
sketch is also attached. 

If you concur with the Department of State, the memorandum at Tab A 
for Allen Lenz's signature to State will relay the President's 
approval to the proposed appointment. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That you approve that Allen Lenz sign the memorandum at Tab A. 

t 
NSC/ S: 

. the 20th be­
I dated this know if it 

te had to 
cause Sta ved Friday 
had been appr~herefore they 
and it was ,h information 

bl d out t e 
ca e ·t the 20th. 
and dated i 

d
. d not get the folder we i 

until today. 

send 
ld You please 

AlSO, cou 
roe a copy. 

Thanks, carol c. 

DISAPPROVE ----- - -



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washlniton, D.C. 20520 

March 13, 1981 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. RICHARD V. ALLEN 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

8107981 

Subject: Appointment of Dr. Rafik Jweijati of the 
Syrian Arab Republic as Ambassador to the 
United States. 

The Government of the Syrian Arab Republic has inquired 
whether our Government agrees to the appointment of Dr. Rafik 
Jweijati as .Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of 
Syria to the United States (Tab 2). A biography of Dr. Jweijati 
is attached (Tab 1). 

The Department believes from the information available 
that Dr. Jweijati will make a good ambassador to the United 
States and recommends that the President agree to the proposed 
appointment. If he concurs, the Department will inform the 
Government of the Syrian Arab Republic. 

Attachments: 

1. Biography. 

(/~l~--L 
L. Paul Bremer, III 
Executive Secretary 

2. Note dated February 24, 1981 
from Embassy of Syria. 

(UNC~S 
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EMBASSY OF THE SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC 

2215 WYOMIN G AVENUE, N. W. 

WAS HINGTON, D . C , 2 0008 

His Excellency 
Alex~nder M. Haig 
Secretary of State 
Washington, D.C. 20520 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

Upon instructions from my government I have the honor 

to request the agreement of the government of the United 

States of America for the appointment of Dr. Rafik Jweijati, 

as Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the 

Syrian Arab Republic to the United States of America. 

I am transmitting herewith . the curriculum vitae of Dr. 

Jweijati. 

I avail myself of this opportunity to renew to Your 

Exc·ellency the assurances of my highest consideration. 

Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 

February 24, 1981 

Abdul Hassib Istwani 
Charge d'Affaires ad interim 



J. 

CURRICULUM VITAE 

EDUCATION 

1 - Licenciate of Law - Damascus University. 

2 - Diploma of Interpretation, Higher School of Arabic. 

3 - Diploma of Political Economy, Faculty of Law - Paris 
(La Sorbonne). 

4 ~ Diploma of Humanities - London University. 

(Int~rnational Law, International ·Economics, International 
Relations}. 

5 . - PHO in Political and Social Sciences (New School for Social 
Research), New York. 

6 - Parvin Fellows Fellowship - (Princeton). 

EXPERIENCE 

Joined Foreign Ministry by competition in 1947. 

1947 - 1952 

1952 - 1954 

1954 - 1956 

1 9 5 6 - 1 9 58 

1958 

1959 

1959 1 961 

1961 - 1962 

Attache, Third, and Second Secretary - Embassy 
of Syria, London. 

Departments of Western Europe, Protocol, Chief 
of Cabinet of the Minister. 

First Secretary, Embassy of Syria, Madrid. 

Loaned to United Nations Secretariat (Political 
Officer, Security Council and Political Affairs 
Department}. 

Charge d'Affaires - Syrian Delegation to the 
United Nations. 

Secretary General of the Institute of Ec6nomic 
Development, Damascus (on loan). 

Secretary General of the General Authority of 
Petroleum, Damascus (on loan). 

Bureau of International Relations - Presidency 
of the Republic. 



4 ' • 

.. 

1963 - 1 964 

1964 - 1973 

1973 - 1981 

.... 4 • .J ,, 

- 2 -

Chief of Cabinet of the Foreign Minister. 

Deputy Permanent Representative to the United 
Nations. 

Director of the Department of Western Europe -
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Damascus. 

Representative to the Euro-Arab Dialogue. 

PUBLICATIONS: In English 

The Political Thought of Roger Martin du Gard. 

Reflections on the Politi~al, Legal and Economic Theory. 

The A, B, C, of Economic Development. 

Introduction to Political Science. 

DECORATIONS: 

Spanish, German and French. 

LANGUAGES: 

French, Spanish English. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 18, 1981 

Mr. Nihad Harned 
3642 Karen Parkway 
Pontiac, Michigan 48054 

Dear Mr. Harned: 

On behalf of President Reagan, I would like 
to thank you for your communication concern­
ing U.S. policy toward Syria. You comments 
will be reviewed by the appropriate Adminis­
tration officials and receive all due 
consideration. 

We appreciate your concerns, and thank you 
for sharing them. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Special Assistant to 

the President 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 18, 1981 

Mr. Nihad Hamed 
3642 Karen Parkway 
Pontiac, Michigan 48054 

Dear Mr. Hamed: 

On behalf of President Reagan, I would like 
to thank you for your communication concern­
ing U.S. policy toward Syria. You comments 
will be reviewed by the appropriate Adminis­
tration officials and receive all due 
consideration. 

We appreciate your concerns, and thank you 
for sharing them. 

Sincerely, 

<Ji:~ 
Special Assistant to 

the President 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 

TRANSMITTAL FORM 

S/S t 

Date 

8116530 

December 9, 1981 

FOR: Mr. James w. Nance 
National Security Council 
The White House 

REFERENCE: 

TO: Edwin Meese FROM: Mr. Nihad Hamed 

DATE: May 22, 1981 SUBJECT: Support of Syrian 

Government 

WliITE HOUSE REFERRAL DATED: 5/27/81 NSC t 026105 
(if any) 

THE ATTACHED · ITEM WAS SENT DIRECTLY 
TO THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

ACTION TAKEN: 

xx 

A draft reply is attached. 

A draft reply will be forwarded. 

A translation is attached. 

An information copi of a direct reply is 
attached. 

We believe no response is necessary for the 
reason cited below. 

Other. 

REMARKS: Given the nature of the message and the fact that this 
organization makes frequent complaints and ass·ertions of this type, 
we do not believe a response is warranted. 

r\ I r,., L 'u, QJ.q,,..J,:.A-~ 
L. P~:Mmer, Ilk 
Executive Secretary 

UC S 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 

TRANSMITTAL FORM 

S/S t 

Date 

8116530 

December 9, 1981 

FOR: Mr. James w. Nance 
National Security Council 
The White House 

REFERENCE: 

TO: Edwin Meese FROM: Mr. Nihad Hamed 

DATE: May 22, 1981 SUBJECT: Support of Syrian 

Government 

WEITE HOUSE REFERRAL DATED: 5/?..7/81 NSC i 026105 
(if any) 

THE ATTACHED - ITEM WAS SENT DIRECTLY 
TO THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

ACTION TAKEN: 

xx 

A draft reply is attached. 

A draft reply will be forwarded. 

A translation is attached. 

An information copy" of a direct reply is 
attached. 

We believe no response is necessary for the 
reason cited below. 

other. 

RE~RKS: Given the nature of the message and the fact that this 
organization makes frequent complaints and assertions of this type, 
we do not believe a response is warranted. 

~D,~~~~ 
L. PaulYrJmer, IlJr 
Executive Secretary 
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• llUC~ 2 o 1981 
Dear .1r. Solarz ·: l 

I am writing with respect . to your letter of June 22 to the 
President r co-signed by 141 of your colleagues, regarding the 
condition of the Jewish community in Syria. 

The situation of Syria's Jewish community, which now numbers 
sone 4 , 500 personsr is a matter of continuing concern to the U.S. 
Govern~ent. Friar to the resumption of fornal u.s.-Syrian rela­
tions in rnid-1974, the U.S. Government did what it could through 
various ind irect diplomatic channels to ameliorate conditions for 
Syria's Jewish cor.r.unity. Since 1974, as your letter notes, we 
worked toward this objective directly through diplomatic contacts 
with the Syrian Gov?rnment. In these efforts, we have consulted 
with various American Jewish organizations and interested members 
of Congress. 

While the situation is still not perfect, from 1974 through 
197 n . sone of the nore onerous restrictions long imposed upon 
Jews in Syria were gradually relaxed. A series of unpublicized 
high-level decrees in late 1976 and 1977 eliminated or signifi­
cantly reduced remaining official restrictions against Syria's 
Jewist1 cora~unity. Under the new regulations, for example, the 
i dentity aocuments of Jews still include an intlication of their 
r e lig ion , but the ~es i gn~t ion i~ no longer pro~ inently feature d 
in re d i :11< . 

In other areas. important positive changes also occurred. 
Restrictions on Jewish movements within the country were elirn­
in~ted as a permanent feature of government policy. Today, 
Jews can hol,-3 9overnr:;ent jobs and Jewish merchants are now 
allo~ed to i mport anJ export- goods in the same manner as other 
citizens. Jewish schools are to be treated equally with other 
µriv~te 8ducational institutions in the country: Jewish com­
mun ity leaders are invited to attend official _cerenonies ; and 
Jewish students are adrnitted to Syrian universities under the 
sa~e con~itions that apply to other Syrian applicants. In 
add ition . Syrian. Jews may bequeath or inherit ?roperty as other 
citizens , although some l eqa l complications in their ability 
to obtain or transfer pro~erty deeos and other titl ~ docunents 
still occur and they experience the usual bureaucratic de lays 
an~ red tape. Th~ supre~e gove rnmental co□~ittee that existed 
to supervise Jewish affairs has been abolished. 

'l1he f~onor ahle 
S tephe n J. So l arz. 

House of ~epresentatives. 
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The American Embassy in Damascus. which is in regular 
contact with the community leadership, as well as members 
of the community and American Jewish representatives who 
visit Syria, concur that the pverall situation of the com­
munity has improved under the Assad regime. At the same 
time, me:.,bers of the Syrian-Jewish community share with 
many other Syrian citizens the hazards associated with the 
country's current uncertain internal security situation, and 
although the Jewish community has not been the deliberate 
target of government security measures, dissident terrorism 
or discrimination related to the security problems in recent 
nonths. there have been incidents af i ecting members of the 
community. 

~ith respect to travel out of S~ria, Syrian Jews, like 
all Syrian citizeris, must obtain a p~ssport. Jews are now 
able to obtain passports more readil~ then in the past, 
althouqh passports may be refused foi Jews as well as others 
fo r a number o f reasons. In addition, any Syrian traveling 
abroad may be r equi red to pos t a bond which is forfeited by 
fa ilure to return. 

As your letter indicates , a formal ban exists on the 
emig ration of membe rs of the Jewish faith. U.S. efforts to 
have t he ban on Syrian Jewish esigration lifted have been 
unsuccessful. Eouever, in 1977, the Syrian authorities did 
s-,er:,1 i t a nu;-1:)~ r of y o 11ns Syri an :Jewish vonen to set ~1,2 to th is 
cou~try. In 1980 an Amer ican citizen rnarried a young Jewish 
wo~an in Syria , and she was given permission to emigrate to 
tne U. S . Althouah there have thus been some positive steps 
in re0ard to the situation of the co~munity's unmarried women, 
tr:e le ader shi p of the Syrian community continues to ::,ee this 
situation as its most press ing hu~an and social problem. 

'Ili.e forsal ban on emiryratior. for Jews has led some 
Y:;i2r,~2rs cf ti1e co~muni ty to try to leave Syria without per­
Ll iss ion to trave l. Clandestine depa rtures dJring th~ last 
sev0ral months of 197 8 o f a sizeable numbe r of community lead­
ers prornpt e~ th~ Syr ian au t horities to launch an investigation 
into the incidents. In connection with that investigation, 
several meI!~be rs of the cor:n~uni ty v:ere detained for ques tioning 
and subsequently released. Since that time. there have been 
other cases in wbich Syr ian <1uthorities have apprehended me.-1-
bers of t he com:r!unity seeking to fle e Syria. While the treat­
ment normally assoc iate~ ~ith investigation in these ciases 
cannot be described a s gentle, we have no reason to believe 
that the treatment of me~~c rs of the com~~n ity ouestioned ~as 
harsh s :c than i:1lg h t have been ex;:,erience<J by any Syrian citizer: 
u~6er s i s ilar circums tances. ~e understand that clan~estine 
oepc:rt ,.:res cent i nue to occur. 
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I hope that this information addresses some of your con­
cerns regarding the welfare of the Syrian Jewish community. 
The Reagan Administration is determined to work by means 
judged most effective towards alleviating the hardships of 
this community. Our goal will be the eventual assurance that 
all Syrian Jews may leave Syria freely, or remain there in 
safety and dignity if they wish. UltiMately. progress toward 
the achievement of a just, comprehensive and lasting peace in 
the Middle East offers the best hope for further improvement 
of the conditions of Syria's Jews, including the question of 
emigration. However, we believe that progress can be made in 
the meantime, and we are committed to the exploration of all 
appropriate means to move in that direction. 

Sincerely , 

Rich a rd Pa~ 
Assist a ~t Secretary 

fer Congressional Rel a tions 
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Qtongre,, of tbe ltnittb &tatt, 
J,ou~e of l\epre~entatibe~ 

lla~fu;tou, Jl.~. 20515 

June 22, 1981 

Hon. Ronald Reagan 
The President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

we write to you on behalf of the beleaguered Jewish 
community in Syria, about whose fate and future we are 
deeply concerned. 

There are approximately 5,000 Jews, the remnant of 

029782 

a once flourishing community, still residing in Syria. They 
face a number of deprivations and hardships, the most serious 
of which is the denial of their right to emigrate. Despite 
the fact that the overwhelming majority of Syrian Jews want 
nothing more or less than the opportunity to leave Syria so 
that they can live in freedom in other lands, the Syrian 
Government, in violation of its obligations as a signatory 
of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, has refused to 
let them leave. 

Both the Congress and the two previous Administrations 
were active in efforts to assist Syrian Jewry. Presidents 
Ford and Carter, as well as Secretaries of State Kissinger 
and Vance, all took a personal interest in the welfare 
of the Syrian Jewish community, and undertook high-level 
representations to the Syrian Government on their behalf. 
Members of Congress travelling to Syria also raised the 
emigration issue in their meetings with senior Syrian 
leaders. These endeavors were rewarded with a small but 
significant measure of success in 1977, when the Syrian 
Government permitted 15 unmarried Jewish women to emigrate 
to the United States. There are, as you likely know, about 
500 single Jewish women in Syria for whom there are few 
marriageable Jewish men available, since most of the latter 
have long since left Syria • 

• 
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Although we were hopeful at the time that additional 
unmarried Jewish women would be allowed to emigrate, not 
a single Syrian Jew, married or unmarried, has been 
permitted to leave Syria since then. We strongly 
believe that continued expressions of concern from 
the U.S. Government are essential if the Syrians are 
to be persuaded to resume permitting at least unmarried 
Jewish women, and hopefully the entire Jewish community, 
to emigrate. We urge that you accord the same priority 
to this pressing humanitarian issue as did the Ford and 
Carter Administrations, and commit your Administration 
to using whatever influence it may have with President 
Assad to prevail upon him to let these people go. 

We recognize that the United States-Syrian relation­
ship is a strained one, and that the prospects for 
significant improvement in the near future are uncertain. 
Nevertheless, we feel it is important for the Syrians to 
know that how they treat the Jewish community, and more 
specifically, th~ir position with respect to Jewish 
emigration, will be one of the factors that the Reagan 
Administration will take into account in assessing its 
policy towards Syria. 

We hope that we can count on your assistance on this 
nonpartisan, humanitarian issue, which has been a top 
priority for previous Administrations, and which, we 
trust, will be a matter of great importance to your 
Administration as well. 

Sincerely, 

"mr, ffl/1;. 

Id£.. '<I "'-· w7.: .... 
✓ HENRY A. WAXMAN 

Member of Congress 
✓~-~ 

Member of Congress ;?7 [n,J., 

/ow,~~ 
✓ TOM LANTOS 

Member of Congress ~ 

;Pl 

t,J~~ 
✓ WILLIAM LEHMAN 

Membe r of Congress 
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7>t.A , 

GORE, JR. / 
Member of Congres 

-- (3. ~, -,~ ~ 
✓ ANTHO C. BEILENSON 

Member of Congress 1'~ 

&~/M~ 
✓FRANKHORTON 

Member of Congress~ 

Congress 
m.6, 

\.2 11 • ~a:.y.~JL 
✓ BARBARA A. MIKULSKI 

Member of Congress 
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PAULS 
Me e <>f cnJM~s ~ y 

/----- G. ~(-~ 

~ \~, 
/i>AUL S. 

Membe 
✓EDWIN B. FORSYTHE A,.~b~ 

Me~n~ 

/ BERKLEY B ~::b__ , 
Memb - ~e;:_.,(_ r 

~ 
gress z!L MAD~+ • 

./ D ENEY 
•• - -l--- --t= r,",,...rr,..-.c:i,C!C Mo~hor n~ rnnrrr~ss 
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~ ~ ✓~ / FRED~~ w. R;C~D\ / VI~kM.JI...) ____ ..., 
Member of Congress Member of Congress 

~ 
~~ 

Congress 

Member 

✓ BOBBI FIEDLER 
Member of Congress 

u~, 
✓ WALTE=-=R:--::E:-.--=F:=-A-=t=== 

✓ 

Member of Congress 

Congress 

IJfJ,...JL £.-

A. GILMAN 
Member of Congr 

4-
✓ HAROLD S. S 

Mernbe r of. Cdn _ s 
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~WA~.,_.-
✓ RON WYDEN 

Member of Corrgress 

'rfVV 

~k~,-L--
✓ BOB TRAXLER 

Member of Congress 
Tf-JV 

✓N 
Member of Congress 

/ BRIAN J. 
Membe 



V ANTE B. 
1ember of Congress 

~ d~i:; 7 PATRICIA SCHROEDE R 
Member of Congress 

?;)~c _,.~ 
V DAVID E. BONIOR 

Member of Congress 

11:r~;,k;d fJl,A-' 
✓DENNIS M. ~RTEL 

~c~~ 
/ ROBERT GARCIA Memberof7Z~ 

ongress 

✓RALPH M. 
Member of Congress 

/ MARVIN LEATH 
Member of Congress 

/ TED WEISS ✓ J 
Mernbe of Congress // fYVv .M of Congress 

,~ i.;.t\ ~Ar~ 
AMILTON FISH, JR • 

..;vh,Ja,Mernber of Congress 
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Member of Congress 

Member of Congress 
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UWNX BQ SYDA 086 
DAMAS 86/84 31 2000 ETAT SYRIA 

ETAT 
HIS EXCELLENCY MR RONALD REAGAN 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

WHITE HOUSE DC 
I WISH TO THANK YOU MOST SINCERELY FOR YOUR KIND 

~ GREETINGS ON THE OCCASION OF THE NATIONAL DAY OF THE 
SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC AND FOR THE KIND WORDS ON THE 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF OUR PEOPLE AND THE IMPORTANCE OF 

THE SEARCH OF JUST PEACE IN OUR AREA 
I AVAIL MYSELF OF THE OPPORTUNITY TO EXPRESS OUR 

HAPPINESS AND THE PROSPERITY BEST WIS HES FOR YOUR PERSONAL 
OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE 

31/5/1982 HAFEZ AL-ASSAD 
COLL ETAT 31/5/1982 doc - A ,,J 
1550 EST fT< TIZ.. £' - rfS.S;t/D 
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