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WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 
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MEMORANDUM FOR CHARLES HILL 
Executive Secretary 
Department of State 
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Via LDX 

SUBJECT: Statement on the 50th Anniversary of U.S.-Soviet 
Relations 

Attached is a slightly modified version of the "Statement on the 
Fiftieth Anniversary of U.S.-Soviet Relations." Please proceed 
to utilize it as recommended in your memorandum of November 12. 

R'!:~ .. ,~ 
Executive Secretary 
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STATEMENT ON THE FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF U.S.-SOVIET RELATIONS 

Today marks the fiftieth anniversary of the recognition of the 
Soviet Union by the United States. In a letter to the Soviet 
Commissar for Foreign Affairs written on this date in 1933, 
President Franklin Roosevelt expressed his hopes for the future: 
"I trust that the relations now established between our peoples 
may forever remain normal and friendly, and that our nations 
henceforth may cooperate for their mutual benefit and for the 
preservation of the peace of the world." 

President Roosevelt had only these hopes to guide him. They 
continue to guide us, five decades later, in the conduct of 
relations with the Soviet Union. But we also have the record of 
the past fifty years before us. Unfortunately, that record falls 
short of what it should be. 

The nuclear era has presented new challenges to all nations which 
seek peace, as we do. Soviet expansionism throughout that era 
has been a challenge in its own right. It has raised the honest 
question of whether the Soviet Union is as committed to peace as 
we are. Through strength, through realism, through responsible 
deterrence, and through dialogue, the peace has been preserved, 
but the challenge remains. For our part, we will continue in our 
efforts to build a constructive relationship with the Soviet 
Union on that basis. In this nuclear age our two countries 
inhabit a small and precious planet together. Through mutual 
cooperation we have a unique opportunity to reduce nuclear 
weapons in the world. 

Our nations today have significantly different interests and 
values, as they did fifty years ago. But we are prepared to work 
with the Soviets to solve the problems that confront us. There 
is a need on both sides for responsible, predictable behavior, 
behavior that can lead to reduced tensions and equitable solutions 
that respect the interests of each. That is our approach. We 
will do our part to maintain the peace: that objective has 
guided us in relations with the Soviet Union for fifty years, and 
that is our objective today. 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WAS H I N G T O N, D.C. 20506 

MEMORANDUM FOR CHARLES HILL 
Executive Secretary 
Department of State 

SUBJECT: Presidential Message to USSR Supreme Soviet 

Attached is a message from the President to the USSR Supreme 
Soviet. Please arrange for its immediate transmission to Embassy 
Moscow for delivery. 

Attachment: 
Presidential message 

'Q.~.lf~-•c 
Robert M.lhmmitt 
Executive Secretary 



DRAFT MESSAGE 

TO: The Presidium of the USSR Supreme Soviet 

Fifty years have passed since diplomatic relations were 

established between our countries. As we note this anniversary, 

I hope that we can recommit ourselves to working constructively 

on the problems before us. 

The United States has no higher aim nor more urgent goal 

than achieving and preserving world peace and security. 

Let us seek ways, despite the differences in our 

governments, philosophies and values, to cooperate in reducing 

international tensions and creating a safer world. 

If we can work together to this end, we shall be fulfilling 

the promise of November 16, 1933, when formal ties between our 

countries began. 

Ronald Reagan 
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DRAFT MESSAGE 

TO: The Presidium of the USSR Supreme Soviet 

Fifty years have passed since diplomatic relations were 

established between our countries. As we note this anniversary, 

I hope that we can recommit ourselves to working constructively 

on the problems before us. 

The United States has no higher aim nor more urgent goal 

than achieving and preserving world peace and security. 

Let us seek ways, despite the differences in our 

governments, philosophies and values, to cooperate in reducing 

international tensions and creating a safer world. 

If we can work together to this end, we shall be fulfilling 

the promise of November 16, 1933, when formal ties between our 

countries began. 

Ronald Reagan 
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