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MEMORAND UM •.•• (} O c; ?S-

FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE W HIT E HO USE 

WASHINGTON 

January 24, 1981 

JAMES BAKER 
EDWIN MEESE 
RICHARD ALLEN 
JAMES BRADY 
MICHAEL DEAVER 
CHARLES TYSON 
,JOSEPH CAN ZERI 
'ROBERT GARRICK 
ED GRAY 
DAVE FISCHER 

MORT ALLIN 
Press Office (2947 or 2948) 

Alleged Interview of President Reagan 

---,?~ C'/1/- ij-

/'I? CJ~ 1 
/' tJ (.7(/ 7, 

As attached states, the u. S. Embassy in Rome would like to 
inform top-level Italians whether interview is genuine or not. 

Would each of you please let me know as soon as possible whether, 
to your knowledge, 

✓ ~ (a) President Reagan ever met with Mr. Carpi; / ~ 

(b) Written answers were ever prepared; or 

(c) The statements may have been gleaned from other articles/ 
broadcasts done by the candidate in the past? 

If all your answers are negative to all three possibilities, I 
will recommend that the Embassy state that 11 to the best of our 
knowledge, the interview never took place and the statements 
attributed to President Reagan were never made by him." 

Please advise of any recommended changes if such a statement 
is to be suggested to the Embassy. 

Thanks. 
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OP I MMri-D 
OE RUE~R O #1 , 11/01 0221922 
o 2"21-s frn J AN 1n 
FM AHEMBASSV RO ME 

TO WHiiEHOUSE WASH OC I MMEC?ATE 
~SiCA ~ASHDC I MM EDIATE 

! NFO S~CSTAiE WASHDC 7739 

UNCI.AS SECT?O N tH OF ' 02 AO ME 0HHi' 

WHITE HO US~ l'R~SS OrFice: FOR ALL..{'NJ US!CA/EU FOR BAL.PYGA 
E, O, 120661 N/ ,l 
TAGS I !'FOR, !T 
8UAJ~ci1 A~LEGE D I NTERVIEW wiT~ FR~S±O!NT REAGAN 
REF I Re ME 21208, BUR NETT/MAI.ON! 'TEL.CON 1/22 -

1~ RO ME WEEKLY "IL !ETTlMANAL.E~ 0~ JANUARY 21 . CAR~IES 
WHAT t, AI.L.EGEO TO BE AN EXCL.US!VE ?NTERVI! W WITH 
PRESID~NT REAGAN CO NOUCTEO av PI~R CARF?, TH! AUTHOR OF 
A CO NT~OVER!?AI.. eo oK CAL.I.EC "THE KENNEDY .CLAN," 

2, . TH~ I NTERVIE W HAS ATTRACTING _ HIGH;L.EVEL. A'1'TeNT?0N 
BECAUS~ 0~ STATEME NTS ~BOUT !TAL.IAN _POLITICA~ LEAO~RS 
ANO TH~ ITALIA N CO MM UN?ST PARTY~ - ~OVISORS TO iTALIAN 
PRESID~ NT ?ERT!NI AN O SENATE PRESIDENT FANFANI HAVE 
AL.~EADV ASl<EO EMBASSY WHETHe:R ;THc !NTERV!E \4 ?S GENUINE, 

~~ TH~ FOLLO WI NG EXCERPTS MAV HEL~ ESTABLISH WHeTHER 
QR NOT THE INTERVI EW IS GENUIN!~ w _ . ; Q: WHAT 00 YOU THINK OF 'THE tTAL.IAN POLITICAL 

L.!!AOERSH!Ptf 
A~ X.DPMfT ~~OW ANV OP THEM ~5RSONAL.~Y, BUT i 
HpP e Ta •• ~ . 
Cl. ONE OF THeM CL.AIMS 'TO KNOW YOU WELL. ANO TO 
H6V ' MET YOU WHEN HE WAS FOREiGN MI NISTER. 
A~ I tM SO RRY, BUT . I HAV! . A VER'f GOOD MEMORY• I 
O" N'T KNOW ANY ITAL.lA ~ PQ~IT?~IANS BUT t _HOPE TO 
G~T TO KNO ~j THEM SOON, I' M SURE ·r.H AT WEIL.I. HAVE A 
CLE AR EXCHA NGE'. OF : !DEAS .WHICH WtL,L. I.C:AO TO A _ 
R~? NFORCE M~NTS OF TH! AL.ReADY VERY . GOOD RE~ATIONS 
WM?CH E~iST BETWEEN · CUR TWO. COU NTRIES~ . . Q: HO W 00 VO U L.OOK - UPON A POS~?Bl..E , EN'1'RANCf OF ' THE 

• • · • .. ~ • •• ; .,, .. . ,. ;, . ,. ., • . ,. ,, .,, ,, . ••W HSR COMMENT • . ,. * ·• • .. .,, .,,. '* ,; , • . , • ..• ·• ., • ., . 

PRESS oFFICE MR' 
!09 H~UQ ~~ 

PAG E 01 



"" .. .. 
• , 

... 
; 

.. 

BT 

.. 
•••••••UN CLASS! F? E D••~~•••S COPY 

CpM ~UNrs+, I NTO THE i~A~iAN GOVERNME NT? -
A. THE u.s. OC!S N □ T - INT!RF!~E IN TH! ?NTERNAL . 
AFFA!~S CF OTHER COUNTRIES, NOT ~VE N ?TS ~RI!NOS 1 
NA TURALLY? w □ u ~o NOT L.00! UPON IT FAVORABLY BUT 
!,THI NK TH AT ITtS - REAL.~V %MPR06ABL!1 
Q1 IN ITALY IT•S .TAL.KEO _AaCUT SERlOUSL.Y AND OUR 
COU NT~Y HAS THE STRON~!ST COM~UNIST PARTY IN TH! 
H~ST 1 , 1 _ . · 

A. Y~U MAY. ee: A GOOD WRITER, BUT YOU ARE ' A iacoR 
Ppl. -IT!CI AN , 11 , . . .. . , , .. 

G,THAN~ you, THATtS A COMPLIM!NT~ . . . 
A, IT'S NOT CORR!cT··· To SAY T~AT ?TALV HAS TH! 
STRONGEST CO MMUN I~T PARTY . f~ THE WEST, IN REALITY, 
I't IS ., THE WE AK EST, !T Rece:?V!S A !..OT OF ' VOTES BUT 
T!o!AT IS ITS ?RINC?f'AL. W!Al<NE!S, OUTSIDE ,OF · A FE W 
PARTY 1.EAOeRs ANO A C!RTAiN ~S~RUCTURE, THOSE ITA~lA~S 
A!:! E NAT VO T J: NG r: 0 MM LI N ! ST • " . X,. W 0 UL. 0 SA V, . THAT , THE ·PC l 
IS ?1.LfHiITIMATEL. y US!NG ,. ITAL.IAN SOC?AL,IST \/OTss, . 
P~OTl:ST .. \/OTES, A l<?NO OP' NA-TIONAL.?5T?C VC'l'li ANO A 
P\JR!I.V ?RRATIClNAL., VOTlr • . BY Bf!CC)MtNG A GOVEFfNMSNT 
PARTY, THE PCI WOl}l.D ONl. ,V _ L.CSe ?TS \/ARI!O ANO . UN• 
O~F?NABLE ATT~AOT?VENESS !NO fT WOULD ~~SE· YOTee. 
THE COMMUN X STS A~E 'COMMUN? STS I A~O THAT' s "' rr • .. . ONCE; 
IN PIOWER .. THEY . MUST '. 1'01.L.OW ?NT!!RNATIONA.1..? S'(' ' O?OTATES 
ANO RE ~1 A IN I' A ?THFUl,.1 TO MOSCOW ANO. 0? SAPPO!NT : THOSE 
w~o YOT!D FOR THeM~ OR CHANGE ANO TH~N THEY wou~o NO 
LONGER 8! C □ M~UN ISTS ANO THE OISAP?OINT~ENT WOULD 6E 
E\iEN GREATER~ IN ADO!T!ON, I II DQNJT BEl.!EV! ,THAT 'THI! 
I;1:AI.IAM COMMUNIST! t:,AVE A ,R!::AL ' 1.EAOeR QAFIASL.! , oP 
?LAYI NG AN AL. T!RNAT?VE' ~OL.E, W1"1!CH · ts PO!S?BL.t! ONL. Y 
FpR S □ M!!ONE 01' Tri! MVTHtCAL. ; STATURE· OP ' ~ TITO, 
Q, t~HO IS THE PERSON Tt-1.«T ,:YOLI , MOST AQM?RE7 
A~ THERE ARE A NUMBER '· OF · TtliM, ,. ~UT J! . HAVE. GREAT 
SVMFIATHV P'OR THE ROMAN, JIONTtfl'!!a, ,? ADMIRE HIM POR 'THE 
THI NGS T'HAT ril; HAS · S,UD ' ANO w~rTT!N, WH!CH SHO W GREAT 
M~ RAL. TENSION~ _ . . . 
Q~ WHO AR! THE STATESMEN WHOM you MOST AOMIRE1 
Ar METTERN!CH, : JEFFERSON ANO PITT~ 
Q• ANO THE PECP~E THAT YOU MOST LOVE? 

TOR i 022/ 19 ,·2az 

· - ; · 



878 

OP I MM FD 
OE .RUE~RC #1517102 0221924 
0 .221SH9Z JAN 81 
FM AMEMBASSY RO ME 

TC _~H !fEHOUSE WASHDC . IMMEDIATE 
USICA W. AS~OC I MM EDIAT! 

INFO SECSTAig W ASH □ C 17 ◄ 0. 

t'JNCL.AS SECTION 02 OF 02 ' ROME 01511 

~H±TE ~ouse PRESS OFF?~! FOR A~LENJ usiCAl!U POR BA~OVGA 
.. A. , T~ER E ARE THREE- THAT ' ! cou~o NEVE? tM!TATEI 
~- ST~ F~ANCJS, HENRY THE ?V OF NAVARRA AND GIUSEPPE 
~- G~RIBALDI, . 
~- cf oo vau ~AVi ANY MUSIC AL FAVOR!TES'1 
~ A: ?N ADD?TIDN TO MOP!~N MUSiC, JAZZ IN ~ARTiCULAR, 
.,. , ?_HAVE SO ME GP.SAT L,CVl!S, MY HEART %S . W%TH . V?V,AI..D?, 
, . ~y !NTEL.L?CT WITH WAGNER ~NO . MY !AR WXTH OFFENBACH, 
.. . % HAV~ AL.SO KNOWN TWP rn~EAT" CONOUCTORS, TCSCAN?NI 
, . ANO V!CTPR DE SA8A'!'A, % 'F?~!O THE 1.JTTER ONE· 01' 'THE 
"" G~EATEST~ . . 
, . Q' : ~lHA T. ! S THE MOST. RECENT" aoOK ~CU HA\I! : REA0'1 
~- A: I RECENT~V REREAO A NEW TRANSLA1ION OF "THE 
, . MASTER ANO MARGER!TA" SY MICHAEL. BU!..G AN OV, A GREAT 
• A i:1 Tl-10 ~ ~ I AM AL SO -A GR E ~ T · FAN OF P OE TRY ANO N ARR A• · 
, . TiO N~ POE, SAUD!l.A?RE, TENNYSON, BORGES • . %. THINK 
~- ·vnuR DANT~ ?S SOM!TH?NG sua~XME, !SPEC?A~~y IN THE 
, H~t~N TO Ut..VSS€S IN 'THE ' 11 0?V?N! ·cOMEOY, 11

• 

"' ' ra . ANO WITH AOV5BSAR%ES -'!HAT: STAS .YOU IN THE BACl<'l 
" ; :t...AM REFE .~tNG TO 'THE · PROB~f!M oir : T!RRCRtSM WHICH 
"!' A P'F!CT~ ·- MI NE .ANO MAN V OTHER . coUNTR t!S • . . , 
.. . A: ITiS A PL.AGUE Wl◄ iCH MUST SI! . ANO WU .. L. SE. O!S'l'AOY!O, 
• · FREE PEOPL E ANO TH~XR . GOVeRNMENTS · MUST · USE EVERY MEANS 
; . T~ DESTROY THIS CRiM!~ !VE~~ COUNTRY HAS ?TS FROB•· 
; t.~MS, OFTEN OXFFERENT·, BU'!' _' TH!RE ARE. SOME WHICH HAV! 
!II ' Bt;EN ±N THE . eye I OF THE C~CL;CN! ' !'CR TOO I.ONG. : ?TAI.¥' 
111 TURKEY, .SPAI N, 1 ,THERFLAI..SO ·ci.;e:ARL.V !!X?ST AN I NTER• 
~ _ N~T?O~AL -OE3IGN, COUNTR?!S, _HiDOEN CENTERS, MEN WHO 
"' ' O~GAN!ZE, FINANClt ANO PROTECT : T!!RROfHSM • 
~- Q' ?S TH~ RE A REAGAN COCTR?N!1 . . 
, A: yoµ BET THERe _xs. , ?Tis 6ASEC ON TWO FUNOA MENTA~ 
• POI NTS, THE CDNST?TUT?ON o, THE U,S, ANO "THE 

TOR1022/19129Z 



II! □ =:CL.ARATIOM OF TH! RIGHTS OF MAN, . I DONf 'l" THXNK THAT 
~ A~Y PRESIDE NT COULD ADD ANYTHiNG TO THE M, !T~! . 
• DtFFICJJ.L.T .fNOW.GH T.O RfMA!N FA!T!ol.F-U.!. T.O i!-!OS! -r wo. 
111 Q: WHAT DO YOU . THINK CF 11 C:OUP,5 01! MA?N'' !..IKE . TH~T ?N 
• THE HORN OF AFRICA, THE USE . OF CUBAN Ml!RCENAR!eS IN 
~ R~VOL. TS A~O . 1.0CAI. , CONFRONTATIONS !N MANY COUNTRIES'l 
, , A. THE U,S, \HL,I. _NOT· TCL.ERAT! SUCH CR?MES ANO I t'M · 
, SURE TH~T OUR ALl.±!S WOU~D AGREE. 
• · Q~ :;11 HAT 00 -YOU . INT~ND TO 00 DURtNG. YOUR . AOM?N?STFU• 
, T!ON ABOUT nte: l'ROBl.EM 011' ' TH! AM!RtCAN 1-iOSTAG!S ?N 
1111 · T~e: EMaASSY IN 'T!HRAN'I .. _ . . , . , . 
, A~ weft.~ 00 !OMETH!NG, . THATlS CL~~R. tTtS EVaN 
• CtEARER THAT ~If! 00 NOT ?NTENO . TP GIVE XN TO BI.ACKMAtt. ·, 
~ NOR TO QEA L NiTH COMMON PiRATES. _you WILL· REM!MBER ' 
• Hi,M JUl,.!US CAESAR, l<?ONAP?EO BY F'!RATF.S, . AF'l'ER TME . 
,, PAY MEM T OF· THg RANS OM, R ETUR NEO To EX!CU TE THE:M AL"-~ 
~ w~~~, FOR us, EVERY AMeR?OAN tITIZEN IS CAESAR AND WE 
, CiNNO f AND WIL~ NOT PAY RANSOM, THUS !NDC~SING A 
(ll • ia i R AT i c AL -, AN o c.R :r M x N ! l. e p L ± c.v w H :r c t-f: so ME Nu T M r c. 1-1 r 
• · ,~EL JUST!FIEO ?N IM?TlT?NS~ 
" ' '" . t ' ' .. . ' • ' - ' ' ' ~ ' ' ' 

~. ACTION R!QUEeTEC • .... !MijASSV ;; seQuEST! .. S00N!5T '. POSS I!L;ft: 
OONFIR MA T?ON Wl'.'!ETHER ~ TH!! :· :t~TE~Y?EW ,~0?0: tN FACT ( 'l'AIO! 'IIIL,;AC!· 
FOR WtnEST ' POS!?8L.E O?SS!M!N~T?ON ·,-o N!WS·· MEO?A · ANO Go? ·' 
OFF?C?AI.S. ' 

e. Fu~~ TEXT cF ?NT!R~±ew FcLCow~ seP~!L• GARDNER 
8T 

PAGE 02 OF 02 
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International 
Communication 
Agency 
United States of America 

Washington, D. C. 20547 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

... J 

February 6, 1981 

The Honorable 
Richard V . All en 
Ass i stant to the President 

for Nati onal Security Affairs 
The White House 

John W . Shi rle~ 
Acting Di rector 

Visit of Italian Foreign 
M i ni ster Col ombo 

Director 

j'fb 

Attached i s a briefing paper which assesses the current state of 
Italian public opi nion on fore i gn and defense i ssues . I hope you 
w i ll find it us e ful i n di scussing M iniste r Colombo's February 11 
v i s i t w ith the Pre s i dent and the Vice Pre s i dent . 

USICA 



February 5, 1981 

ITALIANS PREDOMINANTLY SUPPORT NATO, PREFER EC 
RATHER THAN ATLANTIC FOREIGN AND ECONOMIC POLICIES 

Many Italians Deem NATO Essential, But Few Favor Increased 
Defense Spending 

Many Italians still consider NATO essential to their security, 
according to a public opinion survey last October (59% to 28% 
among those aware of NATO). This level of support has been 
relatively constant over the past decade. It is lower than 
support for NATO in Britain and West Germany, but higher than 
in France. This degree of support is about the same as in 
Belgium and the Netherlands. When asked to choose between NATO 
and several alternative security approaches: 

A majority (56%) favored continued military ties with the 
U.S. Only 27 percent, however, wanted this cooperation 
through NATO as is, while the other 29 percent would pre
fer a modified NATO structure giving the Europeans more say. 

A quarter chose one of four other alternatives: the French 
formula, an independent West European force not allied to 
the U.S., reliance on Italy's own forces, or accommodation 
with the USSR. 

Despite majority support for NATO, Italians widely oppose 
increased defense expenditures: in October, only one in ten 
favored increased defense spending for NATO. In fact, four in 
ten wanted decreased defense expenditures while about as many 
(36%) favored keeping them at the same level. Moreover, last 
May, most Italians (70%) favored reduced defense spending if in
flation gets much worse, but only 13 percent supported reduced 
spending for medical and social services. 

On the u.s.-soviet military balance, the Italian public is evenly 
divided. In January 1980, 26 percent called the U.S. stronger, 
27 percent believed that the Soviet Union was stronger, and 35 
percent saw the superpowers as equal. 

Italians Prefer the EC Framework on Foreign and Economic Policy 

Last October a 40 percent plurality favored developing a common 
EC foreign policy. Only 22 percent supported a common Atlantic 
foreign policy based on close cooperation with both the other EC 
states and the U.S. 

Similarly, a plurality (38%) of Italians preferred a common EC 
economic policy, while a third favored a common Atlantic (19%) 
or trilateral (14%) policy. Nonetheless, last May a majority (55%} 



- 2 -

named the U.S. as the country best able to lead in trying to 
solve international economic problems. Second place West 
Germany was named by 16 percent. 

On energy, however, the Italians expect their government to 
look out for Italy's own interests. Thus, most Italians (72%) 
agreed that, if necessary to maintain future oil supplies, 
Italy should make its own agreements with the Arab oil 
countries, even if it harms relations with the U.S. 

Italian Domestic Scene -- Terrorism the Most Serious Concern; 
More Prefer the Communists Outside the Government 

Despite serious concern about terrorism as well as widespread 
disillusionment with the economic situation and the political 
system, few favor radical change, according to surveys conducted 
in September and October 1980. Terrorism was mentioned most 
frequently (by 50%) as one of the most "important and urgent 
problems" facing the Italian government, followed by unemployment 
(40%) and inflation (32%). (Terrorism was also the most frequently 
named problem in two earlier surveys taken in the past 18 months.) 

Only 21 percent expressed satisfaction with the functioning of 
their political system. (Satisfaction in the other eight EC 
countries ranged between 36 and 75 percent.) One-third of the 
Italians saw Italy's economic situation as "disastrous" and an 
additional 36 percent believed it to be "serious, but the worst 
is yet to come." Nevertheless, only six percent favored rev
olutionary change. The majority (61%) supported gradual reform, 
while 29 percent emphasized the defense of the "present society" 
against subversion. 

As to Communist participation in the government, more Italians 
favor the Communists outside rather than in the government. 
However, they are divided on the governmental coalition formula 
they prefer. Last September, shortly before the formation of 
the present government, a plurality (40% to 30%) believed that 
"in the interest of the country" it is preferable for the 
Communists to be in opposition. 

Asked more specifically about the kind of coalition they do 
want, about half (53%) favored a government not includingthe 
Communists, with 31 percent preferring the center-left and 22 
percent wanting either a centrist or center-right solution. 
About a third (36%) opted for some form of government including 
the Italian Communist Party. 

Only one-quarter considered the center-left -- which is the 
majority supporting Prime Minister Forlani -- to be an adequate 
means for dealing with Italy's problems, while 37 percent 
believed it inadequate. 

Prepared by: 
Douglas A. Wertman (PGM/REU) 
724-9347 

B-2/6/81 
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MEMORANDUM 

0107 ~t 
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL D0925 1 

January 29, 1981 ~ r u r "" II_-..: .. ■ 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

THROUGH: 

DICK ALLEN 

JANET COLSON \ 

JIM RENTSCHLERJ ) ........,,_ 

py 'eoo-J.i!' 
?RCL'Jf'-/)/ 
rCotJt ✓1;1. 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: Colombo Meeting with the President 

The Schedule Proposal at Tab A is self-explanatory. You and 
Chuck may or may not want to use this format (I am told it was 
initiated in the first Nixon Administration); it's a bit 
cumbersome but it does have the virtue of nailing pretty much 
everything down in a single memo. 

In any event, State is fully on board with the kind of meeting 
jl;()Alt-W recommended in this submission . .Q_ne question-mark at the moment 
D~~/ is the e x tent to which the Vice Pr • is firmly locked into 
,___7J _g 3:00 p.m. meeting on Fe ruary 12 with Colombo 1 wou e gl:iDd 
~4 if he is; the logistics of the follow-on drop-by with the President 
~ would then flow smoothly from that kind of format -- the Vice 
d'I.AJ...fll.. President could simply lead him to the Oval Office). I would 
/ VU"-1. •~~ suggest sending the Vice President's office a copy of the attached 
-:g~trtJ "?,' ' proposal and requesting concurrence before it goes to the 
~ p-. President. 

r- RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the Schedule Propo al at Tab A. 

Approve __ 

cc: Chuck Tyson 

UNCLASSIFIED with 
CONf,.I,PENTIAL Attachment 

;-;·P' 

J/5 t fi'g If} f) I tJ 7' 
- ·-------

Disapprove ------
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Comment: 

Voila! - #0107 has surfaced 
(although RVA initialed t4e SP, 
it apparently did not go forward 
to anyone - ~this seems to be 
one of those things that was 
handled by telephone) 

JEAN PALAGINO 
c/o Situation Room 
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Review January 28, 1987 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGT O N 

0107 

SCHEDULE PROPOSAL 
DATE: .:' 

FROM: Richard V. Allen µ
VIA: Michael Deaver 

r' 

Brief "Drop-by" call by Italian / f~reign Minister 
Emilio Colombo (U) / 

J 

Thursday, February 12, 1981 cl m.) {Gf 
~t 

,i 
Foreign Minister Colombo wouid like to pay a brief 

J 

courtesy call on you in coniection with a lunch 
and meeting he hopes to have with the Secretary of 
State earlier in the day 3:i~d following a possible 
3:00 p.m. meeting with the Vice President (e) 

the Oval Office 

Foreign Minister Colombo, The Vice President, 
Mr. Allen, Italian Ambassador Pansa ..(G)' 

Vice Pres:i/1ent .~(-C) 

talking··points will be provided by NSC (U) 

meet_ing will be announced; 

full-blown photo opportunity (U) 

Mr. Allen; 

NS'C Staff member James Rentschler (U) 
i'. 

" 
_,/ State (see attached request) (U) 

None (U) 

None (U) 

The Foreign Minister will be in New York February 11 
for the inauguration of the Italian Trade Center. 
Embassy Rome and the State Department strongly feel 
that a brief photo meeting with Colombo will a) re
spond to an intense Italian desire to avoid having 
its Foreign Minister among the last of the major 
allies to be received at the highest levels of the 
new Administration; b) help ensure effective 
cooperation with Italy in NATO matters; c) provide 
a boost for the domestic political position of the 
Forlani government. Because it is anticipated that 
the Foreign Minister will meet briefly with the 
Vice President at 3 p.m. on February 12, Colombo's 
"drop-by" call might be most effectively scheduled 
in the context of that call. (C) 

APPROVE DISAPPROVE -----
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MEETING: 

DATE: 

PURPOSE: 

FORMAT: 

CABINET PARTICIPATION: 

SPEECH .HATERIAL: 

PRESS COVERAGE: 

STAFF: 

RECOMMEND: 

OPPOSED: 

PREVIOUS PARTICIPATION: 

BACKGROUND: 

C'ONf IBlSNTil.tL--

Review January 28, 1987 

THE 'NHIT':: HOU3Z 

0107 

SCHEDULE PROPOSAL 
DATE: 
FROM: Richard V. Allen 
VIA: Michael Deaver 

Brief "Drop-by" call by Italian Foreign Minister 
Emilio Colombo (U) 

Thursday, February 12, 1981 (p.m.) (C) 

Foreign Minister Colombo would like to pay a brief 
courtesy call on you in connection with a lunch 
and meeting he hopes to have with the Secretary of 
State earlier in the day and following a possible 
3:00 p.m. meeting with the Vice President (C) 

the Oval Office 

Foreign Minister Colombo, The Vice President, 
Mr. Allen, Italian Ambassador Pansa (C) 

Vice President (C) 

talking points will be provided by NSC (U) 

meeting will be announced; 

full-blown photo opportunity (U) 

Mr. Allen; 

NSC Staff member James Rentschler (U) 

State (see attached request) (U) 

None (U) 

None (U) 

The Foreign Minister will be in New York February J l 
for the inauguration of the Italian Trade Center. 
Embassy Rome and the State Department strongly feel 
that a brief photo meeting with Colombo will a) re
spond to an intense Italian desire to avoid having 
its Foreign Minister among the last of the major 
allies to be received at the highest levels of the 
new Administration; b) help ensure effective 
cooperation with Italy in NATO matters; c) provide 
a boost for the domestic political position of the 
Forlani government. Because it is anticipated that 
the Foreign Minister will meet briefly with the 
Vice President at 3 p.m. on February 12, Colombo's 
"drop-by" call might be most effectively scheduled 
in the context of that call. (C) 

APPROVE DISAPPROVE ----- -----



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

W ashington , D .C. 20520 

January 27, 1981 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. RICHARD V. ALLEN 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

S/S 

Subject: Visit of Italian Foreign Minister -
Encounter With the President 

Italian Foreign Minister Emilio Colombo will 
be in New York February 11 for the inauguration of 
the Italian Trade Center. He will visit Washington 
February 12 for a meeting and lunch with the Secre
tary. We understand that Colombo has a 3:00 p.m. 
appointment with Vice President Bush on that date. 
He then hopes for an opportunity to exchange a few 
words with the President. 

A brief call on the President with the Vice 
President as escort has been a part of the program 
for recent visits by Italian Foreign Ministers, and 
the Italians would be dismayed if it could not be 
arranged this time. Such a meeting will give a 
boost to the center/left government, which is in 
our interest. The Secretary supports both a vice 
presidential meeting with Colombo and a brief "walk
through" to introduce Colombo to the President. The 
Department therefore recommends that, following 
their own meeting, Vice President Bush introduce 
Colombo to the President for greetings and photos. 

Peter Tarnoff 
Executive Secretary 

CONrlOENTt~ 
GDS 1/27/87 
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MEMORANDUM 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

0066 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

DICK ALLEN 

' JIM RENTSCHLER '°' 

26, 1981 

Call by Italian FM Colombo on President -.f-{:t)·· 

II (/vV ' 
For what it's worth, I think it would be very useful to work '7i, n 
in a brief "drop-by" on the President for Italian Foreign )-A nt>"W 
Minister Colombo during the February 12-13 timeframe as n.JJ l'' o. 
suggested in Dick Gardner's cable (attached). The Italians ~ 11)#--
are notoriously hung up on bella figura, but a few minutes of (Yf" 

the President's time this early in the Administration can .A 
probably buy a number of important items: J,.et' D-j-1i.f'p• 
-- Less Italian obsession with the "Guadeloupe Syndrome" f 

(exclusion from Quad meetings) and thus greater flexibility 
for the President in future multilateral-meeting formats; 

a disincentive to play games with us on TNF; 

a psychological boost for the Forlani coalition's domestic 
position; and (as I risk violating the Hatch Act) 

some early domestic points for the President with the 
Italian-American community here . .(eJ 

Helping the Italians with their imagery at this point will, in 
fact, preclude the necessity for any longer substantive meeting 
over the next few months -- and thus work to the overall interests 
of the President's crowded schedule. "Diplomacy by photograph" 
is really the easiest thing we could do for the U.S.-Italian 
bilateral relationship in mid-February and probably the most 
effective . .,.,,{-e7 

RECOMMENDATION 

That the President's schedulers be asked to reserve a ten- or 
15-minute drop-by call for Colombo during the period February 12-13. 
;er- I 
, Approve V 

Work up schedule 

Dis~rove______ J 
proposal V /4??~ t,1/7~ ~ 

cc: Chuck Tyson 

CONF~ 
Rtiview January 26, 1987. 

.P /u,,µ ~ -/4 Jh - ~ d 
~ 0 ~ ) !l~. 



OP IMMID 
UTS148 
DE RU EHRO #1760/01 0251419 
0 2513532 JAN 81 ZFF-4 
I M AM EMBASSY ROMF 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC NIACT I MM EDIATE 7818 

CON F~ I A L SECTION 01 OF 02 POM. 01760 

:EXDIS 
E.O. 12065: RDS-1 1/25/01 (GA RDNER, RICHAR D N) OR-M 
rI'AGS: CVIP , IT 
SUBJECT: VISI T OF ITALIAN FOREIGN MI NIS TER COLO MBO 
REE: ST ATE e1s2s0 ; ~OME 1639 

1. (CO~fiJ.I-mtNTfAL - ENTI RE TEXT) 

2. SUM MARY: ITALIANS RAVE EXPRESSED DIS AP POI NTMENT 
THAT THE IR PROPOSAL THAT COLOMBO MEET WI T! TJ E PRESIDENT 
FE BR UARY 12 OR 13 CA NN OT BW ARR NGED. ~H ILB AP PR~CIATI I G 
OU R SUGG- EST IO N OF LAT -r.:R VISIT' THEY HA V ·, As·u ~D T. HAT \•.iE 
RE CO NSIDER ON BAS IS OF T~.E I RFQUEST FOR RIEF T. EN 
MINUTE ~AL K-I N CALL ON PRESI DEN T FEB. 12 OR 13 . 
AL ER7'TATIV1;LY, ITAtI AN S S.'"~tD THAT COLOMBO :BY EESCHEDUL:"D 
.filLW ... L JiLIOUL D NOT BE LA ,. T AMONG Wi:ST EUROPE.A N BI G 
FO UR lU - FRENCH-FRG-I TA.LY) TO :B l{ RFCEI V:ED I r-1 11 "' HI NG.O -
APPARENTLY THI S WOULD MEAN COLOMEO ~OULD HAVE TO CO M~ 
SO~ETIME BEFORE GEN SCHER ARRIV ES ON MARCH ., . ff E 
RE COMME ND THAT COLOMBO VISIT BE RE CONSIDERED U~GENT LY I N 
LI GHT OF ITALI AN REQUESTS. EN D SUMMARY. 

3. ITALIA N MFA SEC ETARY GENERAL MALFATTI Pii ONED 
AMBASSADOR EVE NI NG OF J& NUARY 24 , AP PAREN TLY I MMED I ATE LY 
ON RE CEI PT OF MESSAGE FROM ITALI AN AMBA SS ADOR I N 
WASHI NGTON PANSA. MALFATTI EXPRESSED STRO. G Dic APPOI~ -
~ENT THAT FOREIGN MINI T R COLOMBO COULD . OT SEE THE 
PR ES IDEN T DUR I NG HIS PROPO SED F BR[ARY 12-1 3 VIS I ~ TO 
WASHINGTO N. MALFATTI SAI D THAT HE WPS SURE THAT HIS 
DISAPPOI NTMENT WOULD REFLE CT THA~ OF CO I OMBO HI MS ELF. 

4 . AMB ASSADOR RESPOND~D THA T HE , TOO, FAD JUST 
REC EIVED ME SSAGE ON COLOM BO VISIT. BE ~E~ I DED MAL FATTI 

* * * * * * * * *~H SR CO MMENT ** 

RA NA N COL VP 
E,0 :B : EURW 

5t ,ott) w~ w e,,r 
BY. cl z.2-. 

PSN:032765 PAGE 01 TOR: 025/1 8 :eE Z DT :251353 2 J AN 81 
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COPY 

THAT THE ITALIANS HAD SELECTED THE TI ME , AND, AS 
PEGARDS A COLO MBO MEET IN G t ITH THE PRES IDENT, WE WERE 
NOT SAYI NG "No" EUT J UST "NOT NOW." AM BASSAD OR CONTI NUED 
THAT U.S. PROPOSAL FOR LA TE~ TIMING IN MAR CH OR APRIL 
WAS AN ~XC ELLENT ON E SINCE IT WA S DES IG N1D TO GIVE COLO MBO 
FULL SUBSTANTI VE EXPOSURE TO THE PRESIDENT , TRE SECRETARY 
AND OTHFR KEY M MEERS OF THE NEW ADM I NISTRATION, AND AL 0 
TO ACC ORD TO THE ITALIANS I DENT ICAL TREATMENT TO THE 
BRITISH, THE FREN CH AND THE GERMANS . 

5. MALFATTI ANSWERED THAT ITALIANE V~RY MUCH APPREC I ATED 
U.S. DES IRE TO GIVE COLO MB O OPPO RTUNI TY FOR DISCUSSJONS 
IN DEPTH WITH THE PR ESIDENT AN D SECRETARY , AND ~ERE 
PARTI CULA RLY PLEASED BY PROPOSED EQUAL TREATMEr T WI TH 
"BIG THR EE~" HOWEVER, PRE SENT ITAi I AN IMP ERA IVE I 
APFEARANCES AND TI MING. TR~Y WISH TO BE SF~N AS A~ ONG 
THE FIRST TO BE RECEIVED AT TH E HIGHj ST Lf. VEL I N 
WASHI NG TO N, AND THIS WA S MORE IMPORTANT THAN 
SUPs-TK~Cl!; AT rrF PB_.t<.;]E'NT f! OMF T. MALFATTI :'.::Y- PLAINED 
THAT ALL THE ITALIANS WIRE ASt I NG WAS FOR TEN MINUTES 
OF THE PRESID~NT'S TIME -- EN OUGH FOR A HANDS HAKE, A 
FEW WORDS AND A PHOTO AND , HOP EFUL LY, THE S!ME WITH THE 
VICE PRESIDENT -- AND THIS IN T:EIR PROPO ED FEBR UARY 12-
13 TIMEFRA ME. THIS COUPLED WITH U. S. SUGGESTI ON FOR 
EX TEN DED OFFICE CAL L AND LUN CHEON WITH THE SE CRETARY 
ON FEBRUARY 12 WOULD BE OPTIMUM FROM ITALIAN TAN DPOINT • 
. ALFATTI URGED THAT AMBASSADOR AS~ hASHINGTO~ TO 

RE CO NSIDER COLO MB O VISI T ALO NG THESE LINES . 

6. MALFATTI WA S FRANK I N FMPHAST7.J ~G THAT ITALIAN 
PURPOSE IN SEEKING EARLY M:F::ET DIG- WITH ppr I DE l FOR__Q_Q OMB O 
WA S MUCH MORE I MAGE THAN SUBSTANCE. MALFA TTI REVIEWED 
NUMBER OF FAC TORS WHICH LED GOI TO PURSU rr re: COUR SE . 0 
GIVE FORLANI GOVE RN MENT TIMELY I MAGE 500ST BOTH r o~ 
DOMESTIC AND FOREIGN PURPOS~S . ON DOMES~ I C SIDE , 
MA LFATTI UNDERLINED FRAGILITY OF GOV E~N ~E IT BESET BY 
TERRORISr, ECONOMIC PROBLEMS AND SCANDALS AND ~A CED 
WITH I NCR EASINGLY STR ID ENT OPPOSITION FROM ITALiiN 
COMMUNIST PARTY. ON FOREIGN SIDE, MALFATT I I MP LI ED ( BUT 
DID NOT SPE CIFICALLY M~NTI ON) THAT VISIT COJLD BOL~TER 
I TAL IA N PERF ORMAN CE ON TNF . (CO MMENT: WE i OTF THAT 
GERMAN S MA DE SAME POI NT I N CONNECTION WITg SC _. DT 
VISIT.) 

7. CONCLUDI NG , MALFATTI SA ID THAT I F EVEN TE N MINUTE 
WAL K-I N VISIT ~ITH PRESIDENT FOR C LOMB O ON FEBRUARY 12 
OR 13 WA S TOTALLY IMPOSSI BLR , 1T8LU S CO 1LD AC~.R~ .S. 
PROPOSAL FOR LATKR VI IT iF IT DID NOT RE EAT NOT MEAN 
THAT ITALIANS ~ERE LAST AM OIG ~ JO R EUROP EAN ALLIES 

PSN:032765 PAGE 0 2 TOR:025/18 : 062 DTG : 251353Z J AN 8 1 
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TO BR RRGE IVED :BY r-E P RE S I DE.l T IN WAS HIN GT ON. HE 
WAS CLEAR IN HIS MEAN I NG THAT COIOMBO MUST BE INS FRTtD 
IN THE SCHEDULE SO ME WHERE AMO NG THE BR ITISH, fij ENCH 
AND GERM AN HEADS OF GOVER NMEN T OR FOREI GN MINISTERS 
AL READY PROGRA MMED. (COMM ENT: THIS IS USUAL ITALIA N 
FORMULA - NEITHER FIRST NOR LAST. IF OUR UNDER STANDI NG 
OI CURRENT SCHEDULE OF VISITS IS CORRECT, THIS MEANS 
TH AT WE WOULD HAV E TO ARRANGE A COLO~EO VISI T ~O ME TIM E 
BT 

PS N:032765 PAG E 03 OF 03 TOR: 025/18: 062 DTG :2513532 J AN 8 1 
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OP I MMED 
STU763 
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0 251353Z JAN 81 ZFF-4 
FM AME MEASSY RO ME 

TO SFCSTATE WASHDC NIACT IMMEDIATE 7819 

C ~N 1 IDEN TI AL ~ECTIO J 02 OF 02 ROME 01760 

I;XD I S 
BEFORE GENS CH EH CO MES ON MAR CH 9.) 

I 

8 . AMBASSADOR AGREED TO CO NVEY MALFATTI'S VIEWS TO 
WASH INGTON ON AN URGENT BAS IS. 

9. COMMENT: IN SUM, ITALIAN PROPOSALS ARE THAT 
PRESIDENT RE CEI VE COL OM BO FOR A TEN MINUTE W&LK-IN 
VISIT ON FEBRUA_Y 12 OR 13 , OR ALTERNATIV ELY COLO MB O 
BE SCHFDULFD FOR FULL-FLEDGED MEETINGS WITH PRESIDE~T 
AND SECRET ARY AND OTH ERS SOMETIME BEF OR E GENSCBER COMES 
ON MARCH 9. MA LFATTI MADE THE FAMILIAR ARGUME~T FOR 
APPEARA NCE AND TIMING OV ER SUBSTAN CE -- I IS A FAC T 
THAT I N THE I TALIAN SIT UAT IO N AP PEARAN CES HAV E IMPORTANT 
SUBSTA NTIV E ASPECTS. WE ASK THAT TijE COLO MBO VISI T 
BE RE CONSIDERED I N LIGHT OF ABOVE ON AN U~GFN T BAS IS. 
GARDNER 
:B T 

PSN:032766 PAGE 01 OF 01 TOR:025/18:esz DTG :251353Z JAN 81 
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MEMORANDUM 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

. - . ---·--------------

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTO:"J 

January 27, 1981 

RICHARD V. ALLEN 

CHARLES P o TYSONc_:(' 

Visit of Italian Foreign Minister 

Would you please advise me as to whether a meeting with 
Foreign Minister Colombo is going to be set up. The 
President's Schedule is starting to get tight for that 
time period. 



OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT-ELECT 

WASHINGTON, DC 20270 

January 11, 1981 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF STATE-DESIGNATE 

FROM: RTCHARD Y. ALLEN 

As you know, the Italian ForE;ign_Minister, Mr. Colombo, 
will be in the United States in connection with the inauguration 
of the Italian Trade Center on 11 February in New York. 

Ambassador Pansa has called to tell me of a request 
that has been made to see you, and now Ambassador Pansa requests 
a meeting with the President on February.12th. or 13th. 

Because you and I have basically agreed that French 
Foreign Minister Jean Francois Poncet should see the President, 
it will be obviously necessary for Mr. Colomb..o to call upon the 
President too, albeit briefly . 

It is my intention t o recommend to the President that 
he see Foreign Minister Colombo, but I should like to have 
your advice and concurrence oefore so doing. 

The Vice President-elect has also been asked to see Foreign 
Minister Colombo. A possible way to handle the visit would be 
for the Foreign Minister to pay a call on George, who could then 
introduce him hriefly to the President. 

If convenient, I should like to hear from you on this 
by Wednesday, January 14 . 

* * * * 

bee : Chuck Tyson / 
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MEMORANDUM 

TO: 

SUBJ: 

THE WHITE HOU .SE 

WASHINC,T01'J 

RICHARD ALLEN 

GREGO* WELL 

Add-on 0107 

DATE 

Approved Presidential A<:?tivity 

---·--·----....... 

Please take the necessary steps to implement the following 
and confirm with Helene von Damm, ext. 2699 ~ 'J'..'he c;1.ppropriate 
briefing paper should be submitted to Dick Darman by 3:00 p.m . 
of the preceding day. 

Meeting: 'th It 1 . . .. wi a ian Foreign Minister Emilio Colombo. 

Mrs. Reagan Participation: No 

Date: Thurs., Feb. 12 

Location: Oval Office 

Time: 3: 3 O p m 

P~~ss Coverage: Coordinate with Press Office. 

Purpose: · Brief courtesy call while he is in the u. s. for the 
inauguration of the Italian Trade Center in New York. 

Ncte: Following the President's meeting, please submit a con
fi:crned list of actual participants, including staff or Admin
istration attendees to me. Include full names · and business: 
titles for non.:....whi te _ House partici.pants · • 

CC: Michael Deaver 
James Brady 
Dc..vid Gergen 
Joseph Canzeri 
David Fischer 
Richa rd Darna:n 
Richard Williams on 

·Ken Khachagian 
·Larry Speakes 

Eli z abeth Dol e 
Cra ig Fuller 
Peter McCoy 
Nina Horms er 
JGnnifer Fitzgerald 
Helen Donaldson 
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ID 8101335 NATIONAL SECURITY eOUNCIL 

REFERRAL 

MEMORANDUM FOR: STATE SECRETARIAT 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: TO: PRES 

KE~ORDS : ITALY 

FROM: COLOMBO, EMILIO 

DATE: 16 MAR 81 
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PAGE D01 

DATE: 19 MAR 81 

SUBJ: THANK YOU FOR HOSPITALITIES EXTENDED DURING RECENT VISIT TO US 
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March 16, 1 981 

I have, the honor to c onvey to you the e n c losed message 

from His ElK'.cellenc y Emilio Colombo, Minister of Foreign 

Af f airs o f Italy. 

For your c onvenience, I am also enc losing an unoff i c i a l 

translation o f the text. 

I avail myself o f this occasion to renew to you the 

assurance s o f my highe st c onsideration. 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Paolo Pansa Cedronio 



AMBASCIATA D'ITALIA 
WA SHI N GTON, D. C . 

UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION OF THE MESSAGE ADDRESSED TO THE 

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES BY THE MINISTER OF 

FOREIGN AFFAIRS . 

11 Dear Mr. President, 

Upon my return to Italy, I wish to let you know 

h ow pleased I was to meet you personally and t o express 

to you my warmest appreciation for the cordiality with 

which you welcomed me in Washington. 

I considered especially useful and fruitful the 

exchange of views which we had and from whi.ch a c o nvergent 

assessment emerged on such important aspe cts of a complex 

and delicate international situation. 

In renewing to you my most sincere best wishes, 

I c onvey to y ou, Mr. President,my most cordial greetings. 

Sincerely, 

Emilio Colombo 



Roma, 16 febbraio 1981 . 

al mio rientro in Italia desidero dirle quanto 

sia stato lieto di fare la Sua personale conoscenza ed 

esprimerle il mio piQ vivo ringraziamento per la cordia

lita con cui Ella mi ha accolto a Washington o Considero 

particolarmente utile e fruttuoso lo scambio di idee che 

abbiamo avuto e che ci ha visti concordi nella valutazio 

ne di cos, importanti aspetti di una situazione interna

zionale complessa e delicata . 

Nel rinnovarle i piQ sinceri auguri, La prego 

di voler accogliere, Signor Presidente, i miei piQ cor

diali saluti. 

Sua Eccellenza 
Ronald Wo Reagan 
Presidente degli Stati Uniti d 1America 

WASHINGTON 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

SUBJECT: 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, O.C. 20506 

March 24, 1981 

-r 
L. Paul Bremer III 
Executive Secretary 
Department of State 

-r 

C. F~ . 
017712 J 

1253 / /3 C) 

P'l 1;-1c {) C} ~ 
;:::: f7 £J / I 
rc;:-00£-/J_ 

_ Agrement of Rinaldo Petrignani of Italy 
as Ambassador to the United States 

The President has reviewed and concurs in the recommendation 
of the Department of State that the appointment of 
Rinaldo Petrignani as Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni
potentiary of Italy to the United States would be agreeable 
to the Government of the United Sta.tes · i ,u are requested 
to so infonn the Italian government. / 

;:aL ~I • ✓i'c 
Al{$!1Jenz 
Staff Dir/e 01\ 

. \ 



MEMORANDUM 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

March 20, 1981 

RICHARD V. ALLEN 

DENNIS C. BLAI ~ 

Agrement of Rinald Petrignani of Italy 
as Ambassador to the United States 

Attached at Tab A is a memorandum to State for Allen Lenz's 
signature approving Mr . Petrignani's appointment. Your 

, approval is required before Allen Lenz signs the memo. 
)\- Jim Rentschler and I concur with the State Department's 

assessment at Tab I that Mr. Petrignani would make an 
excellent ambassador to the United States. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you concur with Mr. Petrignani's appointment as 
ambassador to the United States. 

Approve~ 
. ~ jdJJ'6' I 

Disapprove 
---

C'ffl'W"lDENt''ffl~ ATTACHMENT 



8108226 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Wash ington , D .C. 20520 -CONRDENfMt-

March 16, 1981 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR . RICHARD V. ALLEN 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Appointment of Rinaldo Petrignani of Italy 
as Ambassador to the United States . 

The Government of Italy has inquired whether our 
Government agrees to the appointment of Rinaldo Petrignani 
as Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to the 

JJ.. 53 

United States (Tab 2). A biography of Petrignani is attached 
(Tab 1) . 

The Department believes from the information available 
that Petrignani will make an excellent ambassador to the 
United States and recommends that the President agree to 
the proposed appointment. If he concurs, the Department 
will inform the Government of Italy. 

Attachments: 

l. Biography. 

2. Note No. 02542 

L. Paul Bremer, III 
Executive Secretary 

from Embassy of Italy. 

G9NEfflENftld: 
(UNCLASSIFIED UPON REMOVAL 

OF ATTACHMENTS) 



BIOGRAPHY - Rinaldo Petrignani 

Italy 

A career diplomat, Petrignani joined the Italian foreign 
service in 1949. He served on the staff of the Under Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs (1949 - 50) and then on the Italian 
delegation to the UN European Office in Geneva (1951 - 52). He 
was Vice Consul in Mulhouse , France (1953) before joining Italy ' s 
delegation to the Council of Europe in Strasbourg (1953-57) . 

From 1957 to 1959 Petrignani served at the Italian 
Consulate General in New York . From 1959 to 1968 he was 
First Secretary and Counselor at the Italian Embassy in 
Washington. He then returned to Rome , where he headed the 
Foreign Ministry's disarmament office (1968-73) and later 
served as diplomatic advisor to Prime Minister and after
wards Fo r eign Minister Rumor (1973-76) . In 1976 he went 
to Geneva as Permanent Representative to the UN office , with 
rank of ambassador . In March 1978 he became Deputy Secretary 
General of NATO , the post he currently holds . 

Our NATO Mission describes Petrignani as "efficient , 
clear-thinking , and entirely pro-American" . Other U. S . 
officials have found him intelligent, extremely competent , 
friendly , and cooperative. He is one of Italy ' s leading 
e xperts on disarmament and related questions . 

Petrignani was born in Rome on December 18 , 1927 . He 
obtained a law degree from the University of Rome in 1948 . 
He is married . He speaks excellent , idiomatic English . 

A thorough search of United States Government sources 
reveals no grounds for objection . 

~ t+~ \j)q,\Jli 
Y. - r1,.---- - -= I~ j t; J_~o~)t, 



AMBASCIATA D'I TALIA 
WASHINGTON, D, C. 

N. 02542 

The Embassy of Italy presents its compliments to the 

Department of State and has the honor to inform that the 

Italian GoverP..ment proposes to appoint Ambassador Rinaldo 

Petrignani, whose curriculum vitae is enclosed , as Ambassador 

of Italy to the United States of America to succeed Ambassador 

Paolo Pansa Cedronio and to request the agreement of the United 

States Government to this appointment. 

The Embassy of Italy avails itself of this opportunity to 

renew to the Department of State the assurances of its highest 

consideration,/471 (pf 

' 

March 12, 1981 
The Department of State 
Washington D.C. 



AMBASCIATA D'ITALIA 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 

CURRICULUM VITAE OF AMBASSADOR RINALDO PETRIGNANI 

Ambassador Rinaldo Petrignani was born in Rome on December 

18, 1927. He graduated in Law from the University of Rome on 

November 22, 1948. 

He entered the diplomatic-consular service of the Ministry 

of Foreign Affairs on December 1, 1949. 

On February 1, 1950 he was assigned to the Secretariat of 

the Under Secretary of State. 

On July 1, 1950 he became Consular Attache. On April 26, 1951 

he was assigned as Second Secretary to the Diplomatic Mission of 

the Council of the United Nations for Lybia. On December 21, 1951 

he became Vice Consul, Second Class. 

On March 2, 1952 he was assigned to the Department of Political 

Affairs in Rome. On Febrnary 11, 1953 he was posted in Mulhouse. 

He was promoted to the rank of Vice Secretary, First Class on 

November 8, 1954. On July 1, 1956 he became Third Secretary of 

Legation. On June 26, 1957 he was assigned to tl.i.e Italian Consulate 

General in New York as Deputy Consul· • . On August 5, 1957 he becan1e 

Second Secretary of Legation. On November 20, l958 he became First 

Secretary of Legation. On March 18, 1959 he was assigned to the 

Italian Embassy in Washington. On t-farch 16, 1962 he became Counselor 

of Legation. On December 20, 1963 he was confirmed as Counselor 

at the Italian Embassy in Washington. On March 17, 1967 he became 

Counselor of Embassy. On April 1, 1967 he was confirmed as First 

Counselor at the Italian Embassy in Washington. 

. I. 



-- .AMBASCIATA D'ITALIA 
WASHINGTON, D, C. 

- 2 -

On June 14, 1968 he was appointed Head of the 14th Bureau of 

the Department of Political Affairs in Rome. On September 29, 1970 

he was promoted Extraordinary Envoy and Minister Plenipotentiary, 

Second Class. On May 26, 1973- he was assigned as Assistant to the 

Director General of Political Affairs in Rome. On July 26, 1973 he 

was assigned as Diplomatic Counselor to the President of the Council 

of Ministers. 

On November 23, 1974 he was appointed Head of the Cabinet of 

the Minister of Foreign Affairs. On May 23, 1975 he was promoted 

Extraordinary Envoy and Minister Plenipotentiary, First Class. 

On August 14, 1976 he was appointed Head of the Italian 

Permanent Mission to the International Organizations in Geneva with 

the rank and title of Ambassador. 

On March 16, 1978 he was assigned to the Atlantic Council in 

Brussels as Deputy · Secretary·, General of the North Atiantic Treaty 

Organization. 

He was promoted to the rank of Ambassador on February 22, 1980. 
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