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MEMORANDUM FOR MR. DONALD P. GREGG

THE WHITE HOUSE 1255?£7/;y
— o AT
Yot
SUBJECT: P B L N FEE/

SLo0 44

Italian Prime Minister Bettino Craxi has accepted President
Reagan's invitation to make an official working visit to
Washington on March 5, 1985. As the first Socialist to head an
Italian government, Craxi leads a five-party coalition which is
strongly well-disposed toward the United States. He paid an
official working visit to Washington in October, 1983, shortly
after becoming Prime Minister that August. This time, he will
be coming in a dual capacity as the Prime Minister and as
President of the European Community under the EC's rotating
practice. 1Italy holds the EC presidency during the first half
of this year.

The Department recommends that the Vice President host a
dinner for Craxi on March 5, and attend a return dinner hosted
by Craxi at the Italian Embassy residence on March 6. The
Department is informed that Italian Ambassador Petrignani has
broached this idea with your office on behalf of his
government. In addition we recommend that the Vice President
receive Craxi on an office call. Such a gesture would benefit
our i terests by reinforcing the pro-U.S. disposition of Craxi -
and h .s coalition colleagues. It would also reinforce Italy's
undertaking to work during its EC presidency to enhance
U.S.~European cooperation on regional issues, particularly the
Middle East.

Nicholas Platt
Executive SecYetary

Attachment:
Biographic Information
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT
TRANSMITTAL FORM

8505613
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Date March l, 1985

For: Mr. Robert C. McFarlane
National Security Council
The White House

Reference: - Frank D. Stella, President
. The President . National Italian American
To: From: noundation

Date: February 11, 1985 Subject: Address to a Joint Session of
Congress by Italian Prime
Minister Craxi

WH Referral Dated: 2/22/85 - NSC I.D.$# 8501437
(i1f any)

The attached item was sent directly to the
Department of State.

Action Taken:

A draft reply is attached.

A draft reply will be forwarded.
A translation is attached.
An information copy of a direct reply is attached.

XX We believe no response is necessary for the reason
cited below.

The Department of State has no objection to the
proposed travel.

Other.

Remarks: Mr. Stella's letter has been overtaken by events. Craxi's
address to Congress, which Mr. Stella asked the President
to support, has been scheduled for March 6. In a coincidental
telephone call with the Department (EUR/WE) on February 28
Mr. Stella confirmed that he knew this, was delighted, anrd
i his letter t i . ;
regquired no reply to his t o the Preslézzg;4l (?

?ﬁééz/Nicholas Platt

Executive Secretary

UNCLASSIFIED
(Classification)
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February 11, 1985

The Honorable Ronald Reagan
President of the United States
The White House

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

I write today on a matter I believe to be of great
substantive and symbolie importance to the millions
of Americans of Italian heritage.

As you know, Prime Minister Bettino E. Craxi of the
Republic of Italy will be visiting the United States
on Mareh 5th and will remain in this country for a
short period for official talks with your administration
and others,

It is my understanding that you have received a letter
signed by approximately 150 members of the House

and also by 50 members of the United States Senate,
including such outstanding leaders as Senators Domeniei,
D'Amato, and Congressman Conte, asking you. to.egonsider
requesting that Prime Minister Craxi be given the oppor=-
tunity to address a joint session of Congress. This
has of course been done in the past with leaders of
many of our allies such as England, France, Ireland,
and others.

We of the National Italian American Foundation would
like to join with these members of Congress and the
millions of Italiam Americans who would appiaud such
jan action in urging that you do request, in accordance
with official policy, that the leaders of the House
'of BRepresentatives and the Senate invite Prime Minister
‘Craxi to address a joint session of Congress on March
6th.

Italy has been in the past, 1is now, and will remain
one of our stauncliest allies. Sueh an invitation to
Prime Minister Craxi would be outstanding recognition

Th i el “our 1, Inc. , not 2ct L inthe] toft
Cc
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of this unique and strong bond between Italy and the United States
and would give Mr. Craxi an opportunity to emphasize the strong
ties between our nations before the widest possible American,

as well as Italian, audience.

Thank you for your affirmative consideration of our request and
withﬁhighest personal regards and respect.

;'::
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WASNTHNGTON

February 20, 1985

Dear Mr. Speaker:

I understand that the Italian Ambassador,
Rinaldo Petrignani, has written you
concerning the desire of Prime Minister
Bettino Craxi to address a joint session
of Congress on March 6 during his official
working visit to Washington. In addition,
I have received letters supporting such an
address by more than 200 members of the
Congress.

I strongly endorse this suggestion. The
Italians have consistently supported the
United States in our efforts to maintain
NATO solidarity and a unified approach to
the Soviet Union on arms control and foreign
policy issues. TItaly cooperated closely with
us in the Multinational Force in Lebanon

and continues to participate in Middle East
peacekeeping activities. Prime Minister
Craxi is currently serving as the President
of the European Community ard we anticipate
his leadership will be critical at the

Bonn economic summit in May. The Italian
government under Mr. Craxi has also taken
very courageous stands in curbing drug
trafficking, combatting organized crime

and fighting terrorizt activities.

Best recgards.

Sincerely,

The Honorable Thcmas P. O'Neill
Speaker of the

House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

February 12, 1985

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT M. KIMMITT

FROM: M. B. OGLESRY, Jl}

SUBJECT: Possible Address to Congress by
Italian Prime Minister Craxi

Bob -

We normally would ask the Italians to write the

Speaker making the request -- then the President
would follow with a supporting letter.
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 S/S 8504373

ACTION:EUR ' } //Wj
Dist To: : F/}f ' )
S February 11, 1985 é74/+,
D
P
H
S/S
S/S-S
TMC MEMORANDUM FOR NICHOLAS PLATT
SL ExXxecutive Secretary
RF (SHM) Department of State
SUBJECT: ' Possible Address to Congress by Italian Prime
Minister Craxi
The NSC has received advance copies of two letters £from a group
of Senators and Congressmen, asking that the President request
the Speaker of the House to arrange an address by Italian Prime
Minister Craxi to a Joint Meeting of the House of Representatives
and the Senate. We request that you provide us a recommended
response to this request, and, if you agree, a draft response
from the President, v February 13, 1985.
Robert M. Jt;mltt
Executive Secretary
Attachment

Tab A - Letters from Senatcors and Congressmen

cc: M. B, Oglesby
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February 6, 1985

The President
The White House
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

We are writing in regard to the official working visit on
the 5th and 6th of March of the Prime Minister of Italy, Bettino
Craxi. We believe it would be appropriate that the Prime
Minister be invited to address a Joint Meeting of the House of
Representatives and the Senate, and we ask that you arrange for
such a joint meeting.

As you know, as well as being the sitting President of the
European Community, Prime Minister Craxi heads a five-party
coalition Government which has been staunchly pro-West, pro-NATO,
and pro-U.S. Italy has become one of our most consistently
supportive allies., With Italy's strategic location, they play a
key role in NATO in the support of the U.S. through thick and
thin in Lebanon, they are members of the Multi-National Force and
observers in the Sinai,and they have intensified their
cooperation with us in narcotics interdiction. Italy has played
a courageous and leading role in combatting terrorism while
maintaining the principles of the rule of law and human rights.

Through a number of postwar cabinets, Italy has maintained
basic lines of democratic and western-oriented policies, Our
bilateral relations are excellent with traditionally strong
historical, cultural and political links. We should do
everything in our power to support a friendly coalition
government in Italy. A Joint Meeting with the Congress would
provide an excellent opportunity for Americans and Italians alike
to demonstrate our solidarity.



Mr. President
Page Two
February 6, 1985

With sincere appreciation for your consideration of this
proposal, we are,

Truly yours,

I Paul Laxalt
Unlted States Senator United States Senator

John W. Warner
. United States Senator

C Cl

Paula Hawkins
United States Senator

Willitam S. Cohen
Uni States Senator

N -

Slade Gorton
United States Senator

\ | ; § \g .ll \ |
TR AN N N

Paul S. Trible Alfonse M. D'Amato
United States Senator United States Senator

Jamé%/kbdnor

United States Senator




Mr. President
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February 6, 1985

Al okl

Chic Hecht
United States Senator

im Sasser
United States Senator

//wm

ﬁ}ne t/F. Ho]]lngs
Un|t States Sena r

%ﬂ%

Howe]l Hefli
United Stat Senator

1yl

John F. Kerry
United States Sgnator

s %-»-:--\

United States Senator

/

Edward M, Kennedy
United States S or

Sam Nunn
United States Senator

st
uitt teu owates Senator



Dennis DeConcini
United States Senator
3

William Proxmire
ited States S or

-
L«u %
Claiborne Pell

United States Sendtor

Albept Gore Jr.
U;}, States Senator

Alan Cransto
Unitj Stafé§ Senator

A
/

2

Daniel K. lnouye !
United States Senator

Q4494 €] -

Georég J. Mitche
United S es nator

Z£;7r John Glenn

United States Senator

Spark M. MatslUnaga
United States Senator

. Metzenbaum
Unite tates Se

Joseph R. Biden
United States Senator

///
Fr S gt

’fJef ’@1ngam
/ Un Yed Statgs Senator

%A@M

Jo:ﬁ D. Rockefeller IV)

Uni/ted States Senator

Mﬂ

Wendell H. Ford
United States Senator

L

Iﬂ[LMQd/

John C. Stennls

Unlteg States Sengtor

Carl Levin

David Pryor
United States Senator




Méﬁco]m Wallop Warr’g B. Rudman
United States Senator United States Senator

Pete Wilson emia onh

oy Svedin

Eg;ry Qﬁéz;ler
United States Senator

|£n Quayle
United States Senator

- L) 7,

Steven D. S Mack Mattingly
United States Senator United States Senator
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WASHIINGTON

February 20, 1985

Dear Mr. Speaker:

I understand that the Italian Ambassador,
Rinaldo Petrignani, has written you
concerning the desire of Prime Minister
Bettino Craxi to address a joilnt session
of Congress on March 6 during his official
working visit to Washington. 1In addition,
I have received letters supporting such an
address by more than 200 members of the
Congress.

I strongly endorse this suggestion. The
Italians have consistently supported the
United States in our efforts to maintain
NATO solidarity and a unified approach to
the Soviet Union on arms control and foreign
policy issues. Italy cooperated closely with
us in the Multinational Force in Lebanon

and continues to participate in Middle East
peacekeeping activities. Prime Minister
Craxi is currently serving as the President
of the European Community ard we anticipate
his leadership will be critical at the

Bonn economic summit in May. The Italian
government under Mr. Craxi has alsoc taken
very courageous stands in curbing drug
trafficking, combatting organized crime

and fighting terrorizt activities.

Best rcgards.

Sincerely,

Qs (Rargem

The Honorable Thcmas P. O'Neill
Speaker of the

House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

ALy
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

February 12, 1985

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT M. KIMMITT

FROM: M. B. OGLESBY, Jl},

SUBJECT: Possible Address to Congress by
Italian Prime Minister Craxi

Bob -

We normally would ask the Italians to write the

Speaker making the request -- then the President
would follow with a supporting letter.
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WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 S/S 8504373
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ACTION:EUR ' :
Dist To: F/Zf '/‘,,4//7
S : February 11, 1985 éf*Jl
D
P
H
S/S
S/S-S
TMC MEMORANDUM FOR NICHOLAS PLATT
ST Executive Secretary
RF (SEM) Department of State

SUBJECT: Possible Address to Congress bv Italian Prime

Minister Craxi

The NSC has received advance copies of two letters from a group
of Senators and Congressmen, asking that the President regquest
the Speaker of the House to arrange an address by Italian Prime
Minister Craxi to a Joint Meeting of the House of Representatives
and thYe Senate. We request that you provide us a recommended
response to this request, and, if you agree, a draft response
from the President, v February 13, 1985.

Robert M. Jt;mltt

Executive Secretary

Attachment
Tab A - Letters from Senators and Congressmen

cc: M. B. Oglesby
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WASHIINGTON

February 20, 1985

Dear Mr. Speaker:

I understand that the Italian Ambassador,
Rinaldo Petrignani, has written you
concerning the desire of Prime Minister
Bettino Craxi to address a joint session
of Congress on March 6 during his official
working visit to Washington. In addition,
I have received letters supporting such an
address by more than 200 members of the
Congress,

I strongly endorse this suggestion. The
Italians have consistently supported the
United States jin our efforts to maintain
NATO solidarity and a unified approach to
the Soviet Union on arms con*rol and foreign
policy issues. Italy cooperated closely with
us in the Multinational Force in Lebanon

and continues to participate in Middle East
peacekeeping activities. Prime Minister
Craxi is currently serving as the President
of the European Cummunity ard we anticipate
his leadership will be critical at the

Bonn economic summit in May. The Italian
government under Mr. Craxi has also taken
very couraceous stands in curbing druy
trafficking, combatting organized crime

and figh+ing terrorict activities.

Best recgards.

Sincerely,

The Honorable Thomas P. O'Neill
Speaker of the

- House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON AR

February 12, 1985

— 7}

MEMORANDUM FOR: BOB TURNER - N

~N
Acting Assistant Secretary for xL)}waﬁ

Congressional Relations
Department of Stgte

FROM: M. B. OGLESBY, JR
Assistant to the” sident for
Legislative Affairs

SUBJECT: Bettino Craxi Visit ~ March 5-6

We received the attached letter from approximately 140 Members
of Congress urging the President to request that the Speaker
of the House arrange a Joint Session for Prime Minister
Craxi's visit.

In a second letter which we received today from Senator Dole,
the Senator indicates that Italy's Ambassador Rinaldo
Petrignani has requested that Prime Minister Craxi be invited
to address a Joint Session. Therefore, I would appreciate
your assistance in formulating an appropriate White House
response to the attached letters.

Thanks very much for your prompt assistance.

cc: NSC Secretariat - FYI
cc: White House Records Management - FYI
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

February 12, 1985

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT M. KIMMITT

FROM: M. B. OGLESBY, JR

SUBJECT: Possible Address to Congress by
Italian Prime Minister Craxi

Bob -

We normally would ask the Italians to write the

Speaker making the request -- then the President
would follow with a supporting letter.
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Z N Y ¢cC 7T L
ACTION February 11, 1985

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT C. McFARLANE

FROM: TYRUS W. COBB/ZQC___/

SUBJECT > Possible Address to Congress by Italian Prime
Minister Craxi

Ambassador Petrignani has written you (Tab II), requesting your
assistance in arranging a Joint Address to Congress by Italian

Prime Minister Craxi. Petrignani has attached copies of two
letters -- one signed by about 50 Senators and another by over
130 Representatives -- requesting that the President ask Speaker

0'Neill to favorably consider this invitation to Craxi.

Attached at Tab I is a memo from Kimmitt to Platt, requesting
State's recommendation on the desirability of endorsing support
on Capitol Hill for an address to Congress by Italian Prime
Minister Craxi. If State concurs,the memorandum further reguests
State to draft a letter from the President to Speaker O'Neill.

RECOMMENDATION

That you guthorize Bob Kimmitt to send the memo at Tab I to State
with an iyformation copy to B, Oglesby.

N iy
Jack Mdéﬁéék and Chr#@“é%ﬂ“//'concur.
. ’ (::i,f"'

Approve K,_ Disapprove
Attachment
Tab I Memo to Platt

Tab A - Letters from Senators and Congressmen
Tab IT Letter from Ambassador Petrignani
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

WASHINGTON, D.C, 20506 S/S 8504373
ACTION:EUR - -
Dist To: ‘ F)Iﬁ ' 7
IS February 11, 1985 é%VPJ,
D
P
H
S/S
S/S-5S
T™MC MEMORANDUM FOR NICHOLAS PLATT
ST, Executive Secretary
RF (SHM) Department of State

SUBJECT: Possible Address to Congress by Italian Prime

Minister Craxi

The NSC has received advance copies of two letters from a group
of Senators and Congressmen, asking that the President request
the Speaker of the House to arrange an address by Italian Prime
Minister Craxi to a Joint Meeting of the House of Representatives
and the Senate. We request that you provide us a recommended
response to this request, and, if you agree, a draft response
from the President, “y February 13, 1985.

Robert M. Jf itt

Executive Secretary

Attachment
Tab A - Letters from Senatc~rs and Congressmen

cc: M. B. Oglesby
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MEMORANDUM FOR NICHCLAS PLATT
Executive Secretary
Department of State

SUBJECT: Possible Address to Congress by Italian Prime
Minister Craxi

The NSC has received advance copies of two letters from a group
of Senators and Congressmen, asking that the President request
the Speaker of the House to arrange an address by Italian Prime
Minister Craxi to a Joint Meeting of the House of Representatives
and the Senate. We request that you provide us a recommended
response to this reguest, and, if you agree, a draft response
from the President, by February 13, 1985,

ZMIC

=es
Attachment

Tab A - Letters from Senators and Congressmen

cc: M. B. Oglesby
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February 8, 1985

I have tried to reach you at the beginning of this week to discuss with you per-
sonally a matter of considerable inportance, but 1 understand that your schedule

has been particularly heavy and has not made it possible for us to meet.

What I wanted to bring to your personal attention is a specific point regar-
ding the program of the upcoming visit to Washington on March 5th and 6th, 1985,
of the Italian Prime Minister Bettino Craxi. This official working visit of our
Prime Minister (his second, 1 would stress, since he tock office in 1983) will
be, I believe, of special political significance. Besides the circumstance that
the Prime Minister will come also in his capacity as President of the European
Council, the visit will take place at a moment when the relations between the
United States and Italy are particularly good, intense and thriving. In fact
we have witnessed in these last four year a constant, steady growth in this beati-
ful Italian-American partnership. The next visit of our Prime Minister may there-
fore offer a special opportunity to underline an increasingly fruitful cooperation
between our two Governments, not only in the political and economic fields and
within the Alliance, but also on a number of other issues of common interest such
as the struggle against terrorism, organized crime and narcotics traffic which are
becoming more and more the object of an integrated effort between the United States

and Italy.

In this context, the Italian Government believes that an address of Prime Mi-

T.H. Robert C. McFarlane

Assistant to the President for

National Security Affairs

The White House

Washington, D.C. S



nister Craxi to a Joint Session of Congess would undoubtedly add great significan-
ce and resounding to the visit and the Prime Minister personally would consider
it a particular privilege to be invited to deliver such an address. 1 really hope
that it will be possible to arrange for this event to take place which, 1 under-

stand, presupposes a request to Congress by the Administration.

As far as the Congress is concerned, allow me to add that 1 have had, during
the past five or six days, the opportunity of discussing this perscnally with a
large number of Senators and Representatives and 1 have realized that the idea
has met with a tremendous support and an extremely warm interest, even beyond ny
own expectations. The letters addressed to the President on this subject, signed
by over 130 Representatives and almost 50 Senators, are a clear and significant
indication of the consideration that the initiative has raised in Congress. 1
hope that this encouraging demonstration of interest coming from Congress itself

can make the decision of the Administration easier.

I would be extremely grateful to you if you could give this matter your per-
sonal attention and I would like to thank you in advance for your support and co-

operation.
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February 1, 1985

Mr. President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

We are writing in regard to the official working visit on the 5th and 6th of March
of the Prime Minister of Italy, Bettino Craxi. We believe it would be appropriate
that the Prime Minister be invited to address a Joint Meeting of the House of
Representatives and the Senate, and we ask that you request the Speaker of the
House to arrange for such a Joint Meeting.

As you know, as well as being the sitting President of the European Community,
Prime Minister Craxi heads a five-party coalition Government which has been
staunchly pro-West, pro-NATO and pro-U.S. Italy has become one of our most
consistently supportive allies. With Italy's strategic location, they play a key role in
NATO in the support of the U.S. Sixth Fleet Operations in the Mediterranean Area.
They have stood by the U.S. through thick and thin in Lebanon, they are a member
of the Mutli-National Force and observers in the Sinai, and they have intensified
their cooperation with us in narcoties interdiction. Italy has played a courageous
and leading role in combatting terrorism while maintaining the principles of the rule
of law and human rights.

Through a number of postwar cabinets, Italy has maintained basic lines of democratic
and western-oriented policies. Our bilateral relations are excellent with traditionally
strong historical, cultural and political links. We should do everything in our power
to support a friendly coalition government in Italy. A Joint Meeting with the
Congress would provide an excellent opportunity for Americans and Italians alike to
demonstrate our solidarity.
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February 1, 1985

With sincere appreciation for your consideration of this proposal, we are

Cordially yours,

~Silvio O. Conte
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Dante B. Fascell

Member of Congress Member of Congress
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SCHEDULE PROPOSAL

TO:

FPROM:

REQUEST:

PURPOSE:

BACKGROUND:

PREVIOUS
PARTICIPATION:

DATE & TIME:

LOCATION:

PARTICIPANTS:

MEDIA COVERAGE:

PROPOSED "PHOTO":

OPPOSED BY:

PROJECT OFFICER:

0398

WASI ON

January 17, 1985

FREDERICK J. RYAN, Director
Presidential Appointments and Scheduling

ROBERT M. KIMMITTEbk'

Courtesy call/Photo opportunity with
Italian Minister of Defense Spadolini

To demonstrate our continued
appreciation for the support we have

received from Italy within NATO.

MOD Spadolini will be in Washington as
Secretary Weinberger's guest during
the period 23-24 January.

Spadolini has been very supportive of
U.S. positions regarding cruise missile
deployments and other sensitive NATO
issues. He is also a key pro-NATO and

pro-U.S. voice within the Italian
government.

None

0945, 23 January or 0945, 24 January,
for five minutes

Oval Office

The President, The Vice President,
MOD Spadolini, Ambassador of Italy
Petrignani, Robert C. McFarlane

Photo opportunity

President shaking hands with Minister
Spadolini in Oval Office.

None

Robert M. Kimmitt/Don Mahle








