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CH~.:~Gi-,l Fi L~ 

February 20, 1985 

Dear Mr. Speaker: 

I understand that the Italian Ambassador, 
Rinaldo Petrignani, has written you 
concerning the desire of Prime Minister 
Bettino.Craxi to address a joint session 
of Congress on March 6 during his official 
working visit to Washington. In addition, 
I have received letters supporting such an 
address by more than 200 members of the 
Congress. 

I strongly endorse this suggestion. The 
Italiar.s have consistently supported the 
United States in our efforts to maintain 
NATO solidarity and a unified approach to 
the Soviet Union on arms control and foreign 
policy issues. Italy cooperated closely with 
us in the Multinational Force in Lebanon 
and continues to participate in Middle East 
peacekeeping activities. Prime Minister 
Craxi is currently serving as the President 
of the European CQmmunity aPd we anti~ipate 
his leadership will be critical at th~ 
Bonn economic swnmit in May. The Italian 
government ~nder Mr. Craxi has also taken 
very courageous stands in c~rbing drug 
~rafficking, cornbattin9 organized crime 
and fighting terrori:t activities. 

Best rc;ards. 

Sincerely, 

V.-~- {G,D' 

The Honorable Thomas P. O'Neill 
Speaker of the 

House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 



MEMORANDUM FOR 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

Bob -

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WA S r.l .'\J G 7 0 N 

February 12, 1985 

ROBERT M. KIMMITT~ 

M. B. OGLESBY, JR ,, 
Possible Address to Congress by 
Italian Prime Minister Craxi 

We normally would ask the Italians to write the 
Speaker making the request -- then the President 
would follow with a supporting letter. 
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February 11, 1985 

MEMORANDUM FOR NICHOLAS PLATT 

SUBJECT: 

Executive Secretary 
Department of State 

Possible Address t o Congress b v Italian Prime 
Minister Crax i 

The NSC has received advance copies of t wo letters from a group 
of Senators and Congressmen, asking that the President requ~st 
the Speaker of the House to arrange an address by Italian Prime 
Minister Crax i to a Joint Meeting of the House of Representatives 
and t~e Senate. We request that you provide us a recoromended 
response to this request, and, if you agree, a draft responsP. 
from the President, 7Y February 13, 1985. 

... 

~--£~ 
Executive Secretary 

Attachment 
Tab A - Letters from Senators and Congressmen 

cc: M. B. Oglesby 



MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 12, 1985 

BOB TURNER 
Acting Assistant Secretary for 

Congressional Relations 
Department of Sr;te 

M. B. OGLESBY, JR 
Assistant to the~ sident for 

Legislative Affairs 

Bettino Craxi Visit - March 5-6 

'---, 
~ t(.J---, ,Y.. 

I 

We received the attached letter from approximately 140 Members 
of Congress urging the President to request that the Speaker 
of the House arrange a Joint Session for Prime Minister 
Craxi's visit. 

In a second letter which we received today from Senator Dole, 
the Senator indicates that Italy's Ambassador Rinaldo 
Petrignani has requested that Prime Minister Craxi be invited 
to address a Joint Session. Therefore, I would appreciate 
your assistance in formulating an appropriate White House 
response to the attached letters. 

Thanks very much for your prompt assistance. 

cc: NSC Secretariat - FYI 
cc: White House Records Management - FYI 



BOB DOLE 
KANSAS' 

The President 

tinittd ~tatc,s ~tnatt 
OFFICE OF THE MAJORITY LEADER 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

February 11, 1985 

The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

I have been contacted by His Excellency Rinaldo Petrignani, 
Ambassador of Italy, requesting that his Prime Minister, the 
Honorable Bettino Craxi, be invited to address a Joint Session 
of Congress on March 6, on the occasion of his official visit 
to the United States. 

It is my understanding that the Speaker of the House has a 
policy of not scheduling Joint Sessions of Congress unless 
the request is submitted from the White House. 

In keeping with the tradition of increased cooperation between 
the United States and Italy in the political and economic 
fields, and in particular our common struggles against 
terrorism, organized crime and narcotics traffic, it is my 
honor to lend this request my strongest possible endorsement . 

Accordingly, I will appreciate your reviewing this matter, 
and if you are in agreement, have the appropriate Administration 
spokesperson contact the Speaker's office to endorse the 
request of the Italian Ambassador. 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

cc: The Vice President 
Ambassador Petrignani 

~ 
BOB 

yours, 



I ' 
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February 20, 1985 

Dear Mr. Speaker: 

I understand that the Italian Ambassador, 
Rinaldo~Petrignani, has written you 
concerning the desire of Prime Minister 
Bettino Craxi to address a joint session 
of Con_9'..fess on March 6 during his offic~al 
working visit to Washington. In addition, 
I have received letters supporting such an 
address by more than 200 members of the 
Congress. 

I strongly endorse this suggestion. The 
Italians have consistently supported the 
United States in our efforts to majntain 
NATO solidarity and a unified approach to 
the Soviet Union on arms control and foreign 
policy issues. Italy cooperated closely with 
us in ~he Multinational Force in Lebanon 
and continues to participate in Middle East 
peacekeeping activities. Prime Minister 
Craxi is currently serving as the President 
of the European Community and we anticipate 
his leadership will be critical at the 
Bonn economic summit in May. The Italian 
government under Mr. Craxi has also taken 
very 1ourageous stands:.. .. curbing drug 
trafficking, combattin~ organized crime 
and fighting terrorist activities. 

Best .L· ,: ~ards. 

Sincerely, 

\(~.~ 

X 
The Honorable Thomas P. O'Neill 
Speaker of the 

House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

do tJ7j 
rGIJ3! 
racJc6- /:U 
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MEMORANDUM 

ACTION 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 19, 1985 

1073 
Add-on 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: ROBERT C. McFA~M.B. OGLESBY, J~ 

SUBJECT : Presidential Letter to Speaker O'Neill Endorsing 
Prime Minister Craxi's Desire to Address Congress 

Prime Ministe r Bettino Craxi has expressed a strong desire to 
address a Joint Session of Congress on March 6 during his 
Official Working Visit to Washington . The concept has received 
e xtensive support from members of the Congress and we believe 
that it is in our interest to endorse the Italian request. 

Prime Minister Craxi i s the current President of the European 
Community, as well as the head of a five-party coalition 
government in Italy that is staunchly pro-NATO. Under Craxi the 
Italian government has consistently supported us on critical 
foreign policy and arms control issues and has recently taken 
very courageou s steps to curb drug traf~icking, combat organized 
crime, and counter terrorist activities. 

We prepared the letter of endorsement in coordination with State. 

RECOMMENDATION 

No 

Attachment: 

That you sign your Tab A endorsement 
letter to Speaker O'Neill 

Tab A Presidential Endorsement Letter 

Prepared by: 
Tyrus W. Cobb 

cc Vice President 





MEMORANDUM 

ACTION 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

1073 
Add-on 

February 15, 1985 

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT C. MCFARLANE 

FROM: TYRUS w. COBB✓W 
SUBJECT: Presidential Letter to Speaker O'Neill 

Endorsing Prime Minister Craxi's Desire 
to Address Congress 

As we worked out, Ambassador Petrignani has written Speaker 
O'Neill formally asking if Prime Minister Craxi could address a 
joint session of Congress on March 6 (Tab II). 

State has strongly endorsed the idea (Tab III) . In addition, 
Petrignani has secured two letters, one signed by 135 Congressmen 
and the other by 48 Senators, requesting Presidential support for 
the concept of a Craxi address to Congress (Tab IV). 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the Tab I memo (B. has already signed it), 
forwarding the endorsement letter for Presidential signature. 

Approve 

c~'f\C.Vt).a..&C e~~:~ "'"'''°~ co,,u,jr 
Chris Lehman concurs. 

Attachments 

Tab I Memo to the President 

Diapprove 

Tab A Presidential Letter to Speaker O'Neill 
Tab II Petrignani's Letter to Speaker O'Neill 
Tab III State Endorsement 
Tab IV Letters from Members of Congress 



MEMORANDUM FOR 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

Bob -

TH~ WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 12, 1985 

ROBERT M. KIMMITT ~ 

M. B. OGLESBY, JR 
t' 

Possible Address to Congress by 
Italian Prime Minister Craxi 

We normally would ask the Italians to write the 
Speaker making the request -- then the President 
would follow with a supporting letter . 

\_ 





c /~~/4 d ~4:n 
~7~1, 

February 12, 1985 

while thanking you for having kindly received me on February 5, I would like to 
confirm to you, for your convenience, what we discussed in our conversation in your 
office. 

As I mentioned to you, the Italian Government would consider it of particular 
significance and irrportance if, on the occasion of his official working visit to 
Washington on .!'vnrch 5-6, 1985, our Prime Minister, T.H. Bettino Craxi, could have 
the privilege to be invited to address a Joint Session of Congress on .l'vnrch 6. 

This visit of the Italian Prime Minister (his second since he took office in 1983) 
will bear, I believe, a special political relevance. Besides the circumstance that 
the Prime Minister will also come in his capacity as President in office of the 
European Council, the visit will take place at a mcment when the relations between 
the United States and Italy are particularly good, intense and thriving; in fact, 
we have witnessed in these last years a constant, steady growth in the exemplary 
Italian-American partnership. The visit of our Prime Minister lffiY therefore offer 
a special opportunity to underline the increasingly fruitful cooperation between 
our two Governments, not only in the political and economic fields and within the 
Alliance, but also on a nurrber of other issues of rrutual interest such as the strug­
gle against terrorism, organized crime and narcotics traffic which are becoming 
more and more the object of a corrmon effort between the United States and Italy. 

In this context, and also in the spirit of friendship which extends, even beyond 
the relations at Government level, to the understanding and cooperation between our 
deroocratic systems, our legislative bodies and our peoples, the Italian Government 
believes that an address of Prime Minister Craxi to a Joint Session of Congress 
would undoubtedly add great significance and resounding to the visit, and would 
therefore be grateful to you if you could arrange this event, once of course the 
Administration will have expressed to you the recomnendation required by the cur­
rent procedures. 

Allow me to express to you once again my deep appreciation for the kind attention 
and consideration you have already given to this lffitter and to thank you in advance 
for your further support and cooperation. 

The Honorable 
Thprras P. O'Neill, 
The Speaker of the 
of Representatives 

Jr. 
House 



SUBJECT: 

S/S 8504373 

United States Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

February 14, 1985 
MEMORANDUM FOR MR . ROBERT C. MCFARLANE 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

Recommendation that the President write Speaker 
O'Neill in favor of Italian Prime Minister Craxi's 
addressing a Joint Session of Congress 

Italian Ambassador Petrignani has catalyzed notable support 
on the Hill for a Craxi address. Some 135 Congressmen and 48 
Senators have signed letters in favor, which were delivered to 
the White House last week. This support, together with other 
considerations, leads us to conclude that there are persuasive 
reasons to endorse the proposal. Considerations that can be 
presented publicly are outlined in the attached draft letter to 
Speaker O'Neill. The r e are also the following private 
considerations. 

Petrignani has been under instructions from both Craxi and 
Foreign Minister Andreotti to press this question in light of 
the fact that Mrs. Thatcher, who, unlike Craxi, is not EC 
President, would address Congress only a few days before Craxi 
comes. Failure to provide this gesture to Italy, particularly 
now that Congressional suppo r t has been mobilized, would 
embitter the sensitive Craxi and his Socialist (PSI) party. 
That in turn could hurt U.S. interests. In light of flagging 
fortunes of the long - dominant Christian Democrats, the PSI is 
pivotal to Italy's future political course . After regional 
elections this May, the PSI will be key to whether Italy will 
continue to exclude the Communists from the national government. 

There are public affairs considerations as well. The 
possibility of a joint address has already surfaced in Italian 
media, which are speculating that the Administration is 
resisting such a step out of dislike of Craxi, and Socialists. 
With so many Congressmen engaged, the issue could get into the 
U.S. press at any time and provoke further questions, including 
by the Italian-American community. 

The Department recommends that the President write Speaker 
O'Neill along the lines of the enclosed draft to endorse a 
Craxi address to Congress. 

/Ja"N~ tt 
Exe~utive Secretary 

DECL: OADR 

.,,Jhck<L Ll)a:u/e~ 

1 
c~ 16 {f {U>vl/ 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

VIA LDX 

1073 
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February 11, 1985 

MEMORANDUM FOR NICHOLAS PLATT 
Executive Secretary 
Department of State 

SUBJECT: Possible Address to Congress by Italian Prime 
Minister Craxi 

The NSC has received advance copies of two letters from a group 
of Senators and Congressmen, asking that the President request 
the Speaker of the House to arrange an address by Italian Prime 
Minister Craxi to a Joint Meeting of the House of Representatives 
and the Senate. We request that you provide us a recommended 
response to this request, and, if you agree, a draft response 
from the President, by February 13, 1985. 

' 

~--£~ 
Executive Secretary 

Attachment 
Tab A - Letters from Senators and Congressmen 

cc: M. B. Oglesby 



Draft Letter to Speaker O'Neill 

Dear Mr. Speaker: 

I am pleased to respond favorably to letters received last 

week from numerous Congressmen and Senators in regard to the 

upcoming March 5-6 visit to Washington of Italian Prime 

Minister Bettino Craxi. In these letters many Members asked me 

to request the Speaker of the House to arrange for the Prime 

Minister to be invited to address a Joint Meeting of the House 

of Representatives and the Senate. 

Italy is one of our most loyal allies, as her staunch 

support of NATO has shown. She is supportive on the full range 

of arms-control issues. She cooperated closely with us in the 

Multinational Force in Lebanon, and continues to participate in 

Middle Eastern peacekeeping through UNIFIL and in the Sinai 

Multinational Force and Observers. Moreover, under the 

government which Prime Minister Craxi has headed since August 

1983, Italy has become a participant in exemplary international 

cooperation with us against terrorism and narcotics. 

A founding member of the European Community, Italy has 

developed patterns of bilateral high-technology industrial 

relations with us which are pace-setting. Craxi is coming to 

Washington also as sitting President of the European 

Community. He would, accordingly, address Congress as a 

European leader favorably disposed to transatlantic 

cooperation. 



I applaud the Congressional interest in a Craxi address, 

_exemplified by the letters from House and Senate Members, as 

befitting Italy's helpful role and important international 

standing. I willingly endorse this proposal as an appropriate 

gesture through Craxi to a country, which, even more than being 

a key ally, continues as one of our best friends. 

Sincerely, 

Ronald Reagan 

The Honorable 

Thomas P. O'Neill, Jr. 

Speaker of the House of Representatives 

Washington, D.C. 
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Mr. Pr-esident 

tltongres~ t»f tbr fflniteo ~ttdts 
~ouze of l\epru~entatibrs 

mru,bington, ~QI: 20515 

February 1, 1985 

The White House 
Washington, D,C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

WASH1NGTON ADD.RES S: 
2300 RArnVRH Orne~ !lVILDINO 

WA3MiN01'Dll , DC 20515 

F!ION[: 202-225-5335 

DIS TRICT OFFICES: 
FtNAAL Bu1L0 IN G 

78 CE><HR STREET AST!RIAL 

P1TTSf lELO, MAO 120 I 
PHON£: 413--442---0946 

187 HIGH STREET 

HOLYOKE, MA 010 4 0 

PHONE: 413-532-7010 

We are writing in regard to the official working visit on the 5th and 6th of March 
of the Prime Minister of Italy, Bettino Craxi. We believe it would be appropriate 
that the Prime Minister be invited to add ress a Joint Meeting of the House of 
Representativ es and the Senate, and we ask that you request the Speak er of the 
House to arrange for such a Joint Meeting. 

As you know, as well as being the sitting President of the European Community, 
Prime Minister era.xi heads a five-party coalition Government which has been 
staunchly pro-W est, pro-NATO and pro-U.S. Italy has beeome one of our most 
consistently supportive allies. With Italy's strategic location, they pla.y a key roJ.e in 
NATO in the support of the U.S. Sixth Fleet Opera tions in the Mediten'anerm Area. 
They have stood by the U.S. through thick and thin in Lebanon , they are a membe r 
of the Mutli-National Force and observers in the Sinai, and they ha ve intensified 
the ir cooperation with us in narcotics interdiction. Italy has play ed a eourageous 
and 1eo.ding role in combatting terrorism while maintalning the principles of the rule 
of law and human rights. 

Through a number of postwar cabinets, Italy ha s maintained basic lines of democratic 
and western--orie nted policies. Our bilateral relations En"e excellent with traditionally 
strong historical, Cltltural B.nd political links. We should do everyi:hing in our power 
to support a friendly coalition government in Italy. A Joint Meeting with the 
Congress vwuld prnvidc an excellent opportunity for Americans and ItaJ.ians alike to 
dern ons'l:t·a te our solidarity. 
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With sincere appreciation for your consideration of this proposal, we are 

Cordially yours, 

_YM~ ~-,C,-c 
D~~. Fascell a~. Con te 
Member of Congress Member of Congress 
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William S. Broom 
Member of Cong 
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The President 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510 

February 6, 1985 

We are writing in regard to the official working visit on 
the 5th and 6th of March of the Prime Minister of Italy, Bettino 
Craxi. We believe it would be appropriate that the Prime 
Minister be invited to address a Joint Meeting of the House of 
Representatives and the Senate, and we ask that you arrange for 
such a joint meeting. 

As you know, as well as being the sitting President of the 
European Community, Prime Minister Craxi heads a five-party 
coalition Government which has been staunchly pro-West, pro-NATO, 
and pro-U.S. Italy has become one of our most consistently 
supportive allies. With Italy's strategic location, they play a 
key role in NATO in the support of the U.S. through thick and 
thin in Lebanon, they are members of the Multi-National Force and 
observers in the Sinai,and they have intensified their 
cooperation with us in narcotics interdiction. Italy has played 
a courageous and leading role in combatting terrorism while 
maintaining the principles of the rule of law and human rights. 

Through a number of postwar cabinets, Italy has maintained 
basic lines of democratic and western-oriented policies. Our 
bilateral relations are excellent with traditionally strong 
historical, cultural and political links. We should do 
everything in our power to support a friendly coalition 
gove~nment in Italy. A Joint Meeting with the Congress would 
provide an excellent opportunity for Americans and Italians alike 
to demonstrate our solidarity. 
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With sincere appreciation for your consideration of this 
proposal, we are, 

te V. Domenici 
United States Senator 

Malcolm Wal lop 
United States Senator 

. /------------) 

~x:~--=~ 
' Wi 11 l"am S. Cohen 

Unit~8 States Senator 
-........ ✓"' 

United States Senator , 
' 

~\<00lsL 
Paul S. Tri ble 
United States Senator 

Truly yours, 

Paul Laxal t 
es Senator 

John W. Warner 
United States Senator 

Paula Hawkins 
United States Senator 

Slade Gorton 
United States Senator 

Q~ 
Alfonse M. D'Amato 
United States Senator 
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Chic Hecht 
United States Senator 

Senator 

United 

United 
l 

Senator 

Edward M. Kennedy 
United States S tor 

r 

Sam Nunn 
United States Senator 

-~as~-~ 

United States Senator 



Dennis DeConcini 
United States Senator 

Claiborne Pel 1 
United States 

~ 

Alan Cransto~ 

Q c;J~' 
Dan ~e I K. Inouye : 
Unite~ States ~ena~or \ . 

John Glenn 
llni t-P/1 <;t;,f"p<; <;pn;:itnr 

Spark M. Matsunaga 
United States Senator 

Sena tor 

L~G7.~ 
Wendell H. Ford 
United States Senator 

John C. Stennis 

u~,es~ 

Carl Levin 

Un~s_Se~ 

~~ 
David Pryor 
United States Senator 



United States Senator 

Pete \.Ji l son 

States Senator 

u Senator 

Ma ck Mattingly 

Unite d St a t es Senator United St at es Senator 
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