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I AM HONORED TODAY TO WELCOME PRIME 
MINISTER CRAXI BACK TO THE UNITED STATES, 

SINCE YOUR VISIT IN OCTOBER 1983, MR. PRIME 
MINISTER, YOU HAVE TAKEN ON A NEW 
RESPONSIBILITY, ASSUMING THE PRESIDENCY OF 

THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY,j WE ARE PLEASED TO 
HAVE HAD THIS OPPORTUNITY TO MEET WITH YOU 
AS A FRIEND, AS A LEADER OF A GREAT NATION, 
AND AS THE REPRESENTATIVE OF EUROPEAN 
PEOPLES, 

COOPERATION BETWEEN ITALY AND THE 

UNITED STATES IS AT A LEVEL UNSURPASSED IN 
OUR HISTORY.\ YOUR COUNTRY, MR. PRIME 
MINISTER, IS AN ALLY SECOND TO NONE, 
OUR EFFORTS HAVE KEPT THE PEACE IN EUROPE 
FOR ALMOST 40 YEARS.J ITALY HAS PLAYED AN 
ACTIVE ROLE IN THE CAUSE OF PEACE, 
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IT CONTINUES TO DO SO TODAY IN THE MIDDLE 

EAST -- AN AREA WHICH, AS PRIME MINISTER 
CRAXI EXPLAINED, IS OF SPECIAL IMPORTANCE 
TO ITALY, 

TODAY PRIME MINISTER CRAXI AND I ALSO 
DISCUSSED EAST-WEST RELATIONS AND ARMS 

CONTRO~_. r WE REVIEWED THE APPROACH THE 
UNITED STATES WILL TAKE IN THE UPCOMING 
GENEVA TALKS,j THE PRIME MINISTER 

-

RECONFIRMED ITALY's CONTINUED STEADFASTNESS 

ON I,N,F, DEPLOYMENT, l WE ALSO DISCUSSED TH~ 
STRATEGIC DEFENSE INITIATIVE, 

PRIME MINISTER CRAXI ASSURED ME OF ITALY's 
FULL UNDERSTANDING OF THE PROGRAM'S 

OBJECTIVES, AND WE AGREED ON THE GREAT 

POTENTIAL BENEFITS THIS RESEARCH EFFORT 

COULD PROVIDE, l WE FIRMLY AGREE THAT NOW IS­
THE TIME FOR ALLIANCE SOLIDARITY,) OUR GOAL 
REMAINS THE REDUCTION AND EVENTUAL 

ELIMINATION OF THE MEANS OF AGGRESSION, 
NUCLEAR AND CONVENTIONAL, 
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IN ANOTHER AREA OF COOPERATION, WE LOOK 
FORWARD TO A PRODUCTIVE BONN SUMMIT. 

I AFFIRMED TO THE PRIME MINISTER THE HIGH -
PRIORITY WE PLACE ON UNDERTAKING A NEW ROUND 
OF TRADE NEGOTIATIONS BY EARLY 1986, 
THESE TALKS ARE NECESSARY, NOT JUST TO 
FORESTALL A POSSIBLE SLIDE BACK TOWARD 
PROTECTIONISM, BUT TO TAKE NEW STEPS FOR 
FREER AND MORE OPEN TRADE AND A STRONGER 
WORLD ECONOMY , 

THE UNITED STATES AND ITALY ARE TWO OF 
THE WORLD's GREAT DEMOCRACIES, 

OUR BILATERAL RELATIONS, REFLECTING OUR 
SHARED VALUES, ARE ON A HIGH PLANE, 

WHEN THE PRIME MINISTER LAST VISITED, WE 
DECIDED TO IMPROVE OUR COORDINATION AND 

COOPERATION AGAINST NARCOTICS,f I AM HAPPY 
TO REPORT THAT OUR INITIATIVE HAS NOW 
YIELDED AN EFFECTIVE NEW INSTRUMENT TO 

COMBAT THIS SCOURGE, OUR BINATIONAL WORKING 
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OUR COMMON FIGHT AGAINST TERRORISM IS 
ANOTHER AREA OF CLOSE COOPERATION, ------------------
ITALY DESERVES ACCOLADES FOR ITS COURAGEOUS 
STRUGGLE AGAINST TERRORISM.~ I KNOW I SPEAA 

FOR ALL AMERICANS IN THANKING YOU PUBLICLY, 
MR, PRIME MINISTER, FOR ITALY's SUCCESSFUL 
THWARTING, LAST NOVEMBER, OF A POTENTIAL 
BOMB ATTACK AGAINST OUR EMBASSY IN ROME, ------------------MR, PRIME MINISTER, AS THE HEAD OF A 

VITAL, VIBRANT DEMOCRACY, NURTURED BY 

STATESMEN LIKE YOURSELF AND YOUR ILLUSTRIOUS 
PREDECESSORS, YOU AND YOUR COALITION 

PARTNERS HAVE PUT ITALY IN THE FOREFRONT OF 
THE WORLD's FUNCTIONING DEMOCRACIES, 

YOU HAVE DEMONSTRATED YOUR UNEQUIVOCAL AND 
COMPELLING COMMITMENT TO WESTERN VALUES , 

I ., ._-; -: -...-,,_- ' 
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IT WILL, I AM CERTAIN, BE ANOTHER MILESTONE 
IN THE NUMEROUS AND LONG-LASTING TIES 

BETWEEN OUR COUNTRIES, 
-----------------------------------

MR, PRIME MINISTER, AMERICA WELCOMES 
YOU WITH HER WARMEST FRIENDSHIP, AND WE 

SALUTE YOU AND YOUR PARTNERS, AND WISH YOU 
CONTINUED SUCCESS, 
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The President has s een_ ............ .,.,. 

(Rohrabacher/BE) 
March 4, 1985 
12:00 Noon 

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: PRIME MINISTER CRAXI OF ITALY 
DEPARTURE STATEMENT 
TUESDAY, MARCH 5, 1985 

I am honored today to welcome Prime Minister Craxi back to 

the United States. Since your visit in October 1983, Mr. Prime 

Minister, you have taken on a new responsibility, assuming the 

presidency of the European Community. We are pleased to have had 

this opportunity to meet with you as a friend, as a leader of a 

great nation, and as the representative of European peoples. 

Cooperation between Italy and the United States is at a 

level unsurpassed in our history. Your country, Mr. Prime 

Minister, is an ally second to none. Our efforts have kept the 

peace in Europe for almost 40 years. Italy has played an active 

role in the cause of peace. It continues to do so today in the 

Middle East -- an area which, as Prime Minister Craxi explained, 

is of special importance to Italy. 

Today Prime Minister Craxi and I also discuss~d East-West 

relations and arms control. We reviewe d the approach the United 

States will take in the upcoming Geneva talks. The Prime 

Minister reconfirmed Italy's continued steadfastness on I.N.F. 

deployment. We also discussed the Strategic Defense Initiative. 

Prime Minister Crax i assure d me of Italy's full unde rstanding of 

the program's objectives, and we agree d on the great potential we 

could share from this research effort. We firmly agree that now 

is the time for Alliance solidarity . Our goal remains the 

reduction and eventual e limination of the me ans of aggression, 

nuclear and conventional. 
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In another area of cooperation, we look forward to a 

productive Bonn Summit. I affirmed to the Prime Minister the 

high priority we place on undertaking a new round of trade 

negotiations by early 1986. These talks are necessary, not just 

to forestall a possible slide back toward protectionism, but to 

take new steps for freer and more open trade and a stronger world 

economy. 

The United States and Italy are two of the world's great 

democracies. Our bilateral relations, reflecting our shared 

values, are on a high plane. When the Prime Minister last 

visited, we decided to improve our coordination and cooperation 

against narcotics. I am happy to report that our initiative has 

now yielded an effective new instrument to combat this scourge, 

our binational working group on narcotics and organized crime. 

Our common fight against terrorism is another area of close 

cooperation. Italy deserves accolades for its courageous 

struggle against terrorism. I know I speak for all Americans in 

thanking you publicly, Mr. Prime Minister, for Italy's successful 

thwarting, last November, of a potential bomb attack against our 

embassy in Rome. 

Mr. Prime Minister, as the head of a vital, vibrant 

democracy, nurtured by statesmen like yourself and your 

illustrious predecr.ssors, you and your coalition partners have 

put Italy in the forefront of the world's functioning 

democracies. You have demonstrated your unequivocal and 

compelling commitment to Western values. We are grateful to the 

Italian people as our friends and allies. We are also proud, Mr. 
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Prime Minister, to welcome your historic address to the Congress 

tomorrow. It will, I am certain, be another milestone in the 

numerous and long-lasting ties between our countries. 

Mr. Prime Minister, America welcomes you with her warmest 

friendship, and we salute you and your partners, and wish you 

continued success. 
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

DATE: ___ 3/_5_/ _8_5 _ ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: 

REMARKS: PRIME MINISTER CRAXI DEPARTURE STATEMENT 
SUBJECT: 

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT □ □ MURPHY □ □ 
MEESE □ □ OGLESBY □ □ 

REGAN □ □ ROGERS □ □ 
DEAVER □ □ SPEAKES □ □ 
STOCKMAN □ □ SVAHN □ □ 

CHEW OP oss VERSTANDIG □ □ 
FIELDING □ □ WHITTLESEY □ □ 

FULLER □ □ KINGON □ □ 

TUTTLE □ □ BUCHANAN ✓o 
HICKEY □ □ ROLL I NS □ □ 
McFARLANE te'1'CW\JII, ~□ FRI EDERSDORF □ □ 

McMANUS □ □ □ □ 

REMARKS: 

we plan on sending this to the Preside nt at 3:00 p.m. Any problems? 

RESPONSE: 

David L. Chew 
Staff Secretary 

Ext. 2702 



(Rohrabacher/BE) 
March 4, 1985 
12:00 Noon 

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: PRIME MINISTER CRAXI OF ITALY 
DEPARTURE STATEMENT 
TUESDAY, MARCH 5, 1985 

I am honored today to welcome Prime Minister Craxi back to 

the United States. Since your visit in October 1983, Mr. Prime 

Minister, you have taken on a new responsibility, assuming the 

presidency of the European Community. We are pleased to have had 

this opportunity to meet with you as a friend, as a leader of a 

great nation, and as the representative of European peoples. 

Cooperation between Italy and the United States is at a 

level unsurpassed in our history. Your country, Mr. Prime 

Minister, is an ally second to none. Our efforts have kept the 

peace in Europe for almost 40 years. Italy has played an active 

role in the cause of peace. It continues to do so today in the 

Middle East -- an area which, as Prime Minister Craxi explained, 

is of special importance to Italy. 

Today Prime Minister Craxi and I also discussed East-West 

relations and arms control. We reviewed the approach the United 

States will take in the upcoming Geneva talks. The Prime 

Minister reconfirmed Italy's continued steadfastness on I.N.F. 

deployment. We also discussed the Strategic Defense Initiative. 

Prime Minister Craxi assured me of Italy's full understanding of 

the program's objectives, and we agreed on the great potential we 

could share from this research effort. We firmly agree that now 

is the time for Alliance solidarity. Our goal remains the 

reduction and eventual elimination of the means of aggression, 

nuclear and conventional. 
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In another area of cooperation, we look forward to a 

productive Bonn Summit. I affirmed to the Prime Minister the 

high priority we place on undertaking a new round of trade 

negotiations by early 1986. These talks are necessary, not just 

to forestall a possible slide back toward protectionism, but to 

take new steps for freer and more open trade and a stronger world 

economy. 

The United States and Italy are two of the world's great 

democracies. Our bilateral relations, reflecting our shared 

values, are on a high plane. When the Prime Minister last 

visited, we decided to improve our coordination and cooperation 

against narcotics. I am happy to report that our initiative has 

now yielded an effective new instrument to combat this scourge, 

our binational working group on narcotics and organized crime. 

Our common fight against terrorism is another area of close 

cooperation. Italy deserves accolades for its courageous 

struggle against terrorism. I know I speak for all Americans in 

thanking you publicly, Mr. Prime Minister, for Italy's successful 

thwarting, last November, of a potential bomb attack against our 

embassy in Rome. 

Mr. Prime Minister, as the head of a vital, vibrant 

democracy, nurtured by statesmen like yourself and your 

illustrious predecessors, you and ' your coalition partners have 

put Italy in the forefront of the world's functioning 

democracies. You have demonstrated your unequivocal and 

compelling commitment to Western values. We are grateful to the 

Italian people as our friends and allies. We are also proud, Mr. 
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Prime Minister, to welcome your historic address to the Congress 

tomorrow. It will, I am certain, be another milestone in the 

numerous and long-lasting ties between our countries . 

Mr. Prime Minister, America welcomes you with her warmest 

friendship, and we salute you and your partners, and wish you 

continued success . 
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MEMORANDUM 
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MEMORANDUM FOR 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

NATIONAL SECURIT Y COUNCIL 

February 23, 1985 

DONALD T. REGAN 

ROBERT c. 
{2.#-\IL 

McF ARLANE b" 
Aircraft Re uest for Craxi Visit 

&)czr _ 
/\llJo~/-~/ 
r'G~tJ~-1.z 

State Department has requestd aircraft support during the Craxi 
visit -- March 4-7, 1985. I recommend that we approve the State 
request attached at Tab A. 

Attachment 
Tab A - State Department Request 





THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAS H I N GTO N 

February 19, 1985 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

ROBERT C. MCFARLANE ,}~ 

EDWARD V. HICKEY, JR.t' ({, 

SUBJECT: Request for Aircraft - Prime Minister of Italy 

Attached is a request for an aircraft to support the visit of the 
Prime Minister of Italy, 4-7 March, 1985. Aircraft are 
available. 

Please forward your recommendations to the Chief of Staff. 



MEMORANDUM 

TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

United States Depar tment of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

February 15, 1985 

Mr. Edward Hickey 
Director, Military Office 
The White House 

Linda Mysliwy ,L·n~ 
Office of Protocol 
tele: 632-1276 

Official Working Visit of The Prime Minister of 
Italy to Washington , D.C., March 4 - 7, 1985 

President Reagan has invited Prime Minister Craxi on an 
Official Working Visit to Washington, D.C. In this regard, I 
wQuld like to request the following helicopter and aircraft 
support: 

MONDAY, MARCH 4, 1985 

7:00 pm 

8:00 pm 

One U.S. Presidential Aircraft (VC-9) to take Prime 
Minister Craxi and his party from New York-La 
Guardia Airport to Andrews Air Force Base. 

Two U.S. Presidential Helicopters (VH-3D) to take 
Prime Minister Craxi and his party from Andrews Air 
Force Base to the Washington Monument Grounds, 
Reflecting Pool Heliport. 

THURSDAY, MARCH 7, 1985 

9:40 am 

10:00 am 

Two U.S. Presidential Helicopters (VH-3D) to take 
Prime Minister Craxi and his party from the 
Washington Monument Grounds, Reflecting Pool 
Heliport to Andrews Air Force Base. 

One U.S. Presidential Aircraft (VC-9) to take Prime 
Minister Craxi and his party from Andrews Air Force 
Base to Boston, Massachusetts-Logan International 
Airport. 

cc: Cliff Sharrock 



MEMORANDUM 1397 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

ACTION February 22, 1985 

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT C. McF~ 

FROM: TYRUS W. COBB 

SUBJECT: Request for Aircraft -- Craxi Visit 

Ed Hickey has sent you State Department ' s request for aircraft in 
support of the Craxi visit. He indicates an aircraft is 
available and asks for our recommendation. Attached at Tab I is 
a memo from you to Don Regan recommending that we approve State's 
request. 

Attachments 
Tab I Memo to Regan 

Tab A - Incoming Request 
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I • -. y MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

February 28, 1985 

1478 

6-o /J 7~-­

s o tJ?JS­

r-G1ct-1'° 

MEMORANDUM FOR JAMES G. ROSEBUSH 

FROM: ROBERT M. KIMMITT t,~ 

SUBJECT: Mrs. Reagan's Tea for Mrs. Anna Maria Craxi 
Wife- o'f ~Italian Prime Minister Bettino Craxi 
-- March 4, 1985, 11:00-11:20 a.m. 

NSC endorses State's attached suggested guest list for Mrs. 
Reagan's tea on March 4 with Mrs. Anna Maria Craxi, wife of the 
Italian Prime Minister, Bettino Craxi. Also attached are a bio 
on Mrs. Craxi and some talking points for use by Mrs. Reagan. 

Attachments 
Tab A - State's Guest List 
Tab B - Bio 
Tab C - Talking Points and Personal Interests 
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·MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

ACTION February 28, 1985 

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT M. KIMMI:,~) 

FROM: TYRUS W. COB:S----( lJl}__... 

SUBJECT: Mrs. Reagan's Tea for Mrs. Anna Maria Craxi, 
Wife of Italian Prime Minister Bettino Craxi 
-- March 4, 1985, 11:00-11:20 a.m. 

Attached at Tab I is a memo from you to James Rosebush, 
forwarding State's suggested guest list, bio on Mrs . Craxi, and 
information regarding Mrs. Craxi's personal interests for use by 
Mrs. Reagan during her tea. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the memo at Tab I to Rosebush. 

Approve \l- Disapprove 

Bill Ma\J~ concurs. 

Attachments 
Tab I Memo to Rosebush 

Tab A - State's Participants List 
Tab B - Bio 
Tab C - Talking Points & Personal Interests 



S/S 8505587 

United States Department of State 
I 'I =ii 

SUBJECT: 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

--WMTED OfFICllt D3t ~ki/,o 
February 22 , 1985 ¥/\ 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. ROBERT C. McFARLANE 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Mrs. Reagan's Coffee for Mrs. Bettino Craxi, 
wife of the Italian Prime Minister 

Attached are talking points, a list of participants, and a 
biographic sketch of Mrs. Bettino Craxi, wife of the Italian 
Prime Minister, for the coffee to be hosted by Mrs. Reagan at 
11:00-11:20 a.m., March 4, in the Yellow Oval Room. 

Attachments: 
1. Talking points 
2. List of participants 
3. Biographic sketch of Mrs. Craxi 

l1Mll£1 lfflCII USi: 
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Mrs. Reagan 

PARTICIPANTS FOR MRS. REAGAN'S COFFEE 
IN HONOR OF MRS. CRAXI 

11:00 A.M., March 4, 1985 
YELLOW OVAL ROOM 

Mrs. George P. Shultz 
Mrs. Bettino Craxi {Anna Maria) 
Mrs. Rinaldo Petrignani (Anna Merete), wife of the Italian 

Ambassador 
Mrs. Maxwell Rabb (Ruth), wife of the U.S. Ambassador to Italy 
Italian interpreter 
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TALKING POINTS FOR MRS. REAGAN'S COFFEE FOR MRS. BETTINO CRAXI 
(ANNA MARIA), WIFE OF THE ITALIAN PRIME MINISTER 

--I am glad to welcome you back to the United States. Your 
visit in October 1983 was a memorable event in U.S.-Italian 
friendship. 

--I am delighted that you will return again soon to 
participate in the Conference of First Ladies on Adolescent 
Drug Abuse. 

--The struggle to control abuse of drugs among our young 
people is difficult, but it is a campaign that we must win. 
Those of us around the world who are working on this problem 
have much to gain by pooling our efforts and knowledge. 

--Italy and the United States have already made great 
strides in cooperating to control narcotics trafficking. 

--We appreciate Italy's readiness to cooperate with us on 
the full range of international issues. A good example of our 
effective cooperation is in the fight against terrorism. 
Italy's own success against this international evil is an 
example for others to follow. 

--All of us treasure the contribution that Italy has made 
to our own life and culture. 
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Dear Mr. President, 

' 4892 

· C!ff~zcv ~~t/k/ 

~~/I/ 

I have the honour to enclose a letter addressed to you by the 

President of the Republic of Italy, the Honourable Sandro Pertini. 

For your convenience I am also enclosing an unofficial translation 

in English of the text of President Pertini 's letter. 

I avail 11'.!Yself of this opportunity to express to you, Mr. President, 

the assurances of 11'.!Y highest consideration and deepest respect . 

The President 

The White House 

Washington, D.C. 

Yours sincerely, 

Q,f,(,,,1,~w~A~.,,--: 
Rinaldo Petrignani 



Unofficial translation of the letter addressed to the President of the United 

States by the President of the Republic of Italy, dated May 17th, 1985 

"Dear President, 

I received your message of congratulations and good wishes during the 

ceremony conferring me the honorary degree at the Bologna Cent e r of the Johns 

Hopkins SAIS. 

I want to thank you for the kind sentiments you expressed which are dic­

tated by a friendship which~ as you know - is dear to me. 

In returning your good wishes may I add my sincerest hopes for your success 

and prosper ity/ as well as that of yo ur kind wife, whom I r_ecentlyhad the immense 

pleasure of seeing again in Rome, and your family. 

You can certainly imagine how proud I was to receive the deg ree, which I 

consider to be further confirmation of the ideal fraternity and the cultural 

collaboration between our two Countries. My meeting with the students was viva­

cious and cheerful and it will remain one of the most pleasant and moving memories 

of my life. 

With warmest regards, 

Sandro Pertini" 



Roma, 17 maggio 1985 

nel corso della cerimonia per la laurea Honoris 

Causa conferitami dal Centro di Bologna della Johns Hopkins 

SAIS, ho ricevuto il Suo messaggio di congratulazioni ed 

auguri. 

Desidero ringraziarLa per le cordiali espressio-

ni, dettate da un'amicizia che come Leisa - mi e cara. 

Ricambio gli auguri ed unisco i piu fervidi au­

spici di successo e prosperita per Lei, la gentile Consor­

te - che ho avuto l'immenso piacere di rivedere giorni fa 

qui a Roma - e di tutta la Sua famiglia. 

Lei certo immagina quanto io sia orgoglioso del­

la laurea ricevuta, che considero anche una ulteriore con­

ferma della fraternita ideale e della collaborazione cultu­

rale tra i nostri due Paesi. Festoso e vivace e stato l'in­

contro con gli studenti, che restera per me uno dei piu gra­

devoli e commoventi ricordi della mia vita. 

C.011 // J Y;.... CL; 2-d,~ '1-,t-_ 

J ~-f ~4 ~ ,~., 

Sua Eccellenza Ronald REAGAN 
Presidente degli Stati Uniti d'America 

WASHINGTON D.C. 
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INFO NATO COLLECTIVE 
AMCONSUL MILAN 7305 
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UNCLAS ROME 25771 

E. 0. 12356: N/A 
TAGS: PGOV, IT 
SUBJECT: CRAXI GOVERNMENT FALLS 

REF: ROME 29666 

1. REPUBLICAN PARTY (PRll SECRETARY AND DEFENSE 
MINISTER GIOVANNI SPADOLINI ANNOUNCED THIS AFTERNOON 
(OCTOBER 16) THAT THE PRI IS WITHDRAWING FROM THE 

FIVE-PARTY COALITION THAT SUPPORTS THE CRAXI GOVERN-

IINr.l ASS IF I Fn 



PAGE 02 OF 02 

ME NT. 

UNCLASSIFIED 
WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM 

ROME 5771 DTG: 161537Z OCT 85 PSN: 0'38301 

2. IN A BRIEF STATEMENT TO THE PRESS, SPADOLINI 
CITED DISAGREEMENTS WITH REGARD TO THE QUOTE 
COLLEGIALITY OF GOVERNMENT AND THE GREAT THEMES OF 
THE STRUGGLE AGAINST TERRORISM AND TO THE FUNDAMENTAL 
POL I TI CAL I NT ERE ST S WH I CH REG ARD NOT ONLY I TA LY' S 

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, BUT PARTICULARLY THE CARDINAL 
POINTS OF SOLIDARITY AGAINST TERRORISM UNQUOTE. 
THE PRI WAS, THEREFORE, DRAWING THE NECESSARY POLITI­
CAL CONSEQUENCES AND PULLING OUT OF THE COALITION. 

3. CRAXI IS NOW EXPECTED TO GIVE PRESIDENT COSSIGA 
FORMAL NOTIFICATION OF HIS GOVERNMENT'S RESIGNATION. 

COSSIGA WILL PROBABLY THEN ASK CRAXI TO STAY ON AS A 
CARETAKER PRIME MINISTER UNTIL A NEW GOVERNMENT CAN BE 
FORMED. A CARETAKER GOVERNMENT'S ACTIVITIES ARE 
RESTRICTED TO NORMAL ADMINISTRATIVE FUNCTIONS. 

4 . 'C O S S I G A M I G H T A S K C R A X I T O B E G I N N E G O T I A T I O N S 
IMMEDIATELY ON FORMATION OF A NEW COALITION. HOWEVER, 
IF THE RIFT BETWEEN THE PRI AND THE OTHER FOUR COALITION 
PARTIES IS JUDGED TO BE TOO SERIOUS TO BE QUICKLY 
OVERCOME, COSSIGA COULD UNDERTAKE A ROUND OF CONSULTA­
TIONS WITH ALL OF THE PARLIAMENTARY PARTY LEADERS 
BEFORE DECIDING WHOM HE SHOULD NOMINATE TO ATTEMPT 
TO FORM A SUCCESSOR GOVERNMENT. IN THE LATTER 
CASE, NEGOTIATION COULD BE PROTRACTED AND DIFFICULT. 

RABB 
BT 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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Unofficial translation of the message addressed to the President of the United States 

by T.H. Bettino Craxi, President of the Council of Ministers of Italy. 

Dear Ron: 

Upon 11\Y return to Italy I want to renew 11\Y most sincere thanks for the cor­

dial and friendly reception you reserved for me at the White House. 

Our talks, and those I had with the leading members of the Administration, 

confirmed to me the strength of the ties which unite our two Countries and the so­

lidity of the relations of alliance and cooperation, as well as the corrmon deter­

mination to increasingly strengthen the firm corrrnitment to finding a more stable 

and lasting international balance, of a political as well as economic and social 

nature. 

In the coming weeks important engagements and corrmitments are awaiting us: 

I am sure that the rewarding exchange of views which we have had will allow us 

to confront them with awareness and with ever greater and ever wider agreement 

between us, thus facilitating the search f or more acceptable and just solutions. 

In renewing the sincerest thanks on behalf of 11\Y wife to Mrs. Reagan as well, 

and in anticipation of seeing you again in Bonn in Jv!ay, I convey to you 11\Y most 

cordial regards. With friendship, 

The President 

The White House 

Washington, D.C. 

Bettino Craxi 

' 
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Department of State by the Italian Embassy on May 21, 1985. 
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An information copy of a direct reply is attached. 
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The Department of State has no objection to the 
proposed travel. 

Other. 
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for the hospitality extended Craxi at the White House 
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basically only a courtesy note. An English 
translation by the Italian Embassy is also enclosed. 
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Caro Ron , 

Roma , 2 aprile 1985 

rientrato in Italia desidero rinnovarLe 

il mio piu vivo ringraziamento per l'accoglienza cordiale 
ed amichevole che mi ha riservato alla Casa Bianca. 

I nostri colloqui e quelli che ho avuto con i prin­
cipali esponenti dell'Amministrazione, mi hanno conferma­

to la prof ondi ta dei legami che uniscono i nostri due Pae­
si e la solidi ta dei rapporti di alleanza e di cooperazio 
ne nonche la comu:ne determinazione di rafforzare sempre 

piu il solidale impegno a ricercare piu stabili e duratu­
ri equilibri internazionali, sia politici che economici e 

sociali. 
Importanti appuntamenti ed impegni ci aspettano nel 

le prossime settimane: io sono certo che il fruttuososcam 
bio di vedute che abbiamo avuto ci consentira di affron­
tarli con la consapevolezza di una sempre maggiore coesio 
ne fra noi e di sempre piu ampie convergenze, facilitando 
cosi la ricerca delle soluzioni piu accettabili e giuste. 

Nel rinnova.rLe anche i ringraziarnenti piu sentiti di 
mia moglie per la Signora Reagan e nell'attesa di riveder­
La a Bonn in maggio, invio il mio piu cordiale ed amichevo 
le saluto. 

S .E. Ronald Reagan b •. 
Presidente degli Stati Uniti d'America 
WASHINGTON 
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MEMORANDUM 

ACTION 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

ROBERT C. McFARLANE 

TYRUS W. COBB~ 

May 

Request for Your Meeting with De Mita 

4089 

/ #~ 
~t:Jc}7:S-

~~ . .--.. -
--~ t:Jb -/ 2--

22, 1985 /.? ~ 

Christian_ Demo . rat Part lead§._r C_.i.r,iaco De Mi ta will be in 
Washington on M y 31 ith a gro_up of, Italian political . 
scientists. Rin ldo Petrignani has written (Tab A), requesting 
that Y.OU meet bri fl with De Mita to receive a perponal _assess-
m of the domest c political situation after the .• recent,. 
elections -- in which the five-party democratic coalition did 
quite well and the C6~unists faltered. 

Your schedule is relati ely open that day, and a brief visit by 
De Mita would serve as a further boost to the Christian 
Democrats. However, you id see him in January and we don't want 
to open the door to anothe round of visits by Italian political 
figures. Therefore, I reco end that you decline this request, 
and have prepared a letter f om you to Rinaldo. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the letter to Petr 
you will not be able to meet with 

nani at Tab I, regretting that 
e Mita. 

Approve sapprove 

'1v' Sr 
Peter Sommer concurs. 

Attachments 
Tab I Letter to Petrignani ~ ic 

Tab A - Incoming Letter from Pe \ nani 

crsZJf/t101 
l7a,n~ 

\ 

\ 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Jeanne ickey -

5/ 28 

Returned pe your request after meeting 

cancelled. 

Bev. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Many thanks for your note informing me of Mr. De Mita's 
arrival in W~hington on May 31. I certainly found my 
meetings with im earlier this year to be very produc­
tive and am pl ~sed to see that the Christian Democrats 
and the other pa~ties in the democratic coalition fared 
so well in the re\cent elections. I also appreciate 
your personal ass~~sment that the election portends 
continuing stabilitx.for the five-party coalition and 
the Government of Pr\ me Minister Craxi. 

Unfortunately, my sche ule simply does not permit a 
meeting with Mr. De Mit next week. Please convey my 
best personal regards to him, and congratulations for 
the recent success enjoye by the democratic parties. 

\ Sincerely, 

His Excellency Rinaldo Petrignani 
Ambassador of Italy 
Washington, D. C. 



--··-----

May 16, 1985 

? 

I would like to inform you that on Friday, May 31st , T.H. Ciriaco De Mita , 

National Secretary of the Italian Christian Democratic Party , will spend the day 

in Washington, after having attended on May 29th and 30th a symposium on Italian 

politics, sponsored in New York by Columbia University together with a group of 

top Italian political scientists and commentators. On May 31st, he will, in fact, 

attend a luncheon that I will be hosting at my residence in his honour and in 

honour of the other Italian participants in the symposium. 

While in town, Mr. De Mita would appreciate it if he could pay a call on you 

and discuss briefly with you matters of common concern. I though you might be in­

terested yourself in receiving him, thus having an opportunity to get personal­

ly from him an assessment of the Ita lian political situation, after the excellent 

results of last Sunday election which have seen a very strong performance of the 

Christian Democrats, together with the other parties of the majority coalition, 

and a considerable set-back for the Communist Party. 

In fact, the resu lt of the e l ection seems indeed to open even more stable pe~ 

spectives for the Craxi Government and for the five parties coa l ition in which, 

as you know, Mr. De Mita plays a key role. 

I really hope it will be possible for you to receive Mr. De Mi ta on May 31st 

and I thank you in advance for the consideration you wil l reserve for this matter. 

Needless to say, I would be delighted if you cou ld attend the lunche on at the re­

sidence as well, should your committments and your busy schedule pe rmit it. 

With my best regards, 

--------------
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